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From the Pastor’s Office . . .
HE IS RISEN,
HE IS RISEN INDEED!
This greeting in the early church
is also known as the Paschal
Greeting or the Easter Acclamation. The Orthodox and the
Catholic churches used this as an
Easter custom and it is also found in some liturgical Protestant denominations. Instead of a generic salutation for Resurrection Sunday, you were to greet one another with “Christ is Risen” or “The Lord is Risen”, and the response was to be
“Truly, He is Risen”, or “He is Risen Indeed”, which is taken from Matthew 28:67, Mark 16:6, and Luke 24:34.
Sad to say, this great salutation can become common place to us today. It can
be a ritual even if we only say it once a year. We may believe that the statement is
true but say it from a heart of obedience rather than from a heart of joy and anticipation. May I challenge us to look even beyond the Risen Christ this Resurrection
Season and see the all victorious Christ. He is Risen (truthful statement) and yet
He is ascended and serving His followers today.
As I think of our Resurrection day services, we celebrate the resurrection, but
do we look beyond and see all that Christ is doing today in the world? 1 Corinthians 15:54-58 tell us this, “But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying
that is written, “Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power
of sin is the law; but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the
Lord.” Should we be celebrating more than just the resurrection?
The Resurrection is not only for our salvation but for our daily sanctification
and eternal hope in Christ. Galatians 2:20 reminds us of this, “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life
which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and
gave Himself up for me.” What a great hope to know what that great hymn of the
faith states, “HE Lives, He Lives, Christ Jesus lives today. He walks with me and
He talks with me, along life’s narrow way.”
As you reflect on the amazing story of Christ’s resurrection, remember that He
Lives today for you. Stay in God’s Word and in prayer and serve the
body of Christ as Christ does for us. May we be a place of spiritual
solitude and celebration as we experience Christ’s resurrection power
through His Holy Spirit. HE IS RISEN, HE IS RISEN INDEED!
God Bless.

Pastor Fred
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April
Volunteer Schedule
Schedule
May Volunteer

SUNDAYS

SUNDAYS

Greeters

Financial Stewards

4- 1
4- 8
4 - 15
4 - 22
4 - 29

4- 1
4- 8
4 - 15
4 - 22
4 - 29

Jeaniece Bumgardner & Kathi Ginter
Jeaniece Bumgardner & Arthur Barry
Jeaniece Bumgardner & Sherrie Benko
Jeaniece Bumgardner & Karen Carson
Jeaniece Bumgardner & Sandy Sherrod

Judy Rose-Walley & Linda Kohman
Bev Wolf & Angela Scott
Glen Scott & Becky Reynolds
Jack Kary, Jr. & Kathi Ginter
Glen Scott & Jack Kary, Sr.

* * * If anyone else is interested in being a Greeter, please
************************************
contact Bonnie Coffman at 234-9921. Thank you. * * *

MONDAYS

Hosts
4- 1
4- 8
4 - 15
4 - 22
4 - 29

Bev Wolf
Jan Kary
Bev Wolf
Jan Kary
Bev Wolf

This is a ministry that expands hospitality to our Sunday
morning guests. Please contact Bev Wolf, 251-1244.

Monday Morning Mailers
4- 2
4- 9
4 - 16
4 - 23
4 - 30

Sandy Sherrod
Judy Rose-Walley
Jan Smith
Sandy Sherrod
Sandy Sherrod

Please contact Sandy Sherrod, 298-7223 with questions.
**************************************

Nursery
4- 1

9:30am - Corinne Freel
10:45am - ___________

4- 8

9:30am - Paula Freed
10:45am - Connie Wood

4 - 15

9:30am - Angela Scott
10:45am - __________________

4 - 22

9:30am - Corinne Freel
10:45am - Kathy Hollister

4 - 29

9:30am - Angel English
10:45am - __________________

Please contact Peggy Baer (259-2912) if you are willing
to help volunteer staff the nursery. Thank you.
*********************************************

Blood Pressure Screening

Friday Night Coffee
April 20 - 6:30pm
Please join us for a great
time of fellowship and discussion on Prophecy.
**************************************

Men’s Prayer Breakfast will be Saturday, April 21
at 8:00am. We hope many of
you men will make time to be
there to encourage one another
and enjoy good fellowship.
**************************************

Trustees Meeting
April 8, 10:50am
**************************************

This will be available on Sunday,
April 22 in the Conference Room next
to the library starting at 10:30am.
Please call Sandy Sherrod at 298-7223 if you are interested in helping with this ministry. Thank you.
*************************************

Trustee of the Month - Barry Wright

Sunday, April 1
8:00am & 9:30am

Page 3

A POINT TO PONDER . . . .

APRIL CELEBRATIONS

I don’t know who penned the phrase, "It is good to do
the Lord’s work, but better still to do His will," but I love it.
Just because a person is involved in a good Christian service does not mean he is doing what God wants him to do.
Unfortunately, the difference between God’s will and our
will (when it comes to Christian service) can sometimes be
very difficult to see. Although these differences may appear
subtle, they are, nevertheless, very important.

Birthdays
4/1 - Lauren Swanson
4/2 - Paula Freed
4/3 - Jennifer Kary
4/6 - Ardyce Kreider
4/8 - Greg Galbreath
4/11 - Joyce Trygg
4/12 - Betty Vervaet
4/15 - Bev Wolf
4/16 - Patricia Barnhart
4/17 - Ron Ginter
4/22 - Ernie Jewett

The basic difference between God’s will and God’s work
is when we are doing God’s will, God is working through
our lives to do His work. However, when we are doing
God’s work, we are acting on our own leading to accomplish a Christian project. In other words, although our work
may be for a good cause, we are still doing our own thing.
Instead of saying, "God, please show me what you want
me to do next," some Christians say, "Lord, this is what I
am going to do for you. Please bless it." We must limit ourselves to the ministries the Lord wants us to be in, not the
ministries we want to be in. God will give you the desire to
do His work.

Anniversaries
4/14 - Robert & Jan Smith
4/17 - Dennis & Connie Wood

Remember one another!

Our will is probably one of the largest factors hindering
God from working in our lives. Our will must step aside before God can take full control of our lives. A minister once
paraphrased the Lord’s prayer (Matthew 6:9-13) by saying,
"... Thy kingdom come and my kingdom must leave. Thy
will be done and my will must be smashed." There is nothing more important than God’s will, and it can only be found
by denying my will.
Michael Bronson / BibleHelp.org

April 1

- Easter - no class

April 8

- Partnering with Romania

April 15

- Riverwalk Trash Clean-up

April 22

- Children’s 2nd Hour Class

April 29

- Discussion: “The Case for Christ”

If you haven’t been part of this discussion before, you will want to join us.
It is very interesting and very relevant for today!
Invite your friends to join us!
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Spring Pork Chop Dinner - May 5, 2018
Our Annual Spring Pork Dinner will be here soon, and we need your help!
Join us for an organizational meeting after second hour on Sunday April 8.
Many hands are needed for the Dinner to be successful and you can help us by
volunteering for just a few hours or help lead a Team.
Volunteers are needed for Advertising and Sales, Ordering Supplies, Kitchen and
Food prep, Grills, Carry Out and Clean Up.
All proceeds from the Pork Chop Dinner go directly to our FBC general fund to help maintain our
programs and ministries. See Linda Kohman for further information.

****************************************************

April Memory Verse
I Corinthians 10:13 (ESV) - “No temptation has overtaken you that
is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be
tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also
provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.”
****************************************************

Ten Thousand Villages Sale
Ten Thousand Villages is a nonprofit fair trade organization that markets
handcrafted products made by disadvantaged artisans from more than 120 artisan
groups in more than 35 countries. Their location at 214 Cleveland Road in Granger
is having a Spring Friends & Family Shopping Day on Sunday, April 8 from 1-5pm.
Be sure to take a coupon from the Information Station for 20% off your entire
purchase. Help support this worthy cause and find some great gifts!
***************************************************

Operation Christmas Child Update
Remember when you put together a box in November to be given to a
needy child for Christmas? Do you wonder where it might have gone?
The boxes from the Michiana area went to:

MEXICO

GHANA

TOGO

In summary, the number of boxes gathered were:
37,750 boxes from the Michiana area
900,630 boxes from the Great Lakes region
8,878,954 boxes from the USA
11,000,000 boxes worldwide

TANZANIA
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May
May Volunteer
Volunteer Schedule
Schedule

SUNDAYS

SUNDAYS

Greeters

Financial Stewards

5- 6
5 - 13
5 - 20
5 - 27

Jeaniece Bumgardner & Sally Wagner
Jeaniece Bumgardner & Bev Wolf
Jeaniece Bumgardner & Connie Wood
Jeaniece Bumgardner & Evelyn Zigler

* * If anyone else is interested in being a Greeter, please
contact Bonnie Coffman at 234-9921. Thank you. * * *

Hosts
5- 6
5 - 13
5 - 20
5 - 27

Jan Kary
Bev Wolf
Bev Wolf
Jan Kary

This is a ministry that expands hospitality to our Sunday
morning guests. Please contact Bev Wolf 251-1244.

5- 6
5 - 13
5 - 20
5 - 27

Judy Rose-Walley & Linda Kohman
Bev Wolf & Angela Scott
Glen Scott & Becky Reynolds
Jack Kary, Jr. & Kathi Ginter

************************************

MONDAYS

Monday Morning Mailers
5- 7
5 - 14
5 - 21
5 - 29

Sandy Sherrod
Judy Rose-Walley
Jan Smith
Sandy Sherrod

Please contact Sandy Sherrod with questions, 298-7223.
*************************************

Nursery
5- 6

9:30am - Cindi Jewett
10:45am - Cindi Jewett

5 - 13

9:30am - Paula Freed
10:45am - Connie Wood

5 - 20

9:30am - Angela Scott
10:45am - __________________

5 - 27

9:30am - Corinne Freel
10:45am - Kathy Hollister

Please contact Peggy Baer (259-2912) if you are willing
to help volunteer staff the nursery. Thank you.
************************************

Friday Night Coffee
May 18, 2018
6:30pm
Please join us for a wonderful time of fellowship and a great time of discussion on Prophecy.
**************************************

~ MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST will be Saturday,
May 19 at 8:00am. All men
are invited for fellowship, good
food and a time for prayer and
Bible reading.

Blood Pressure Screening

**************************************

This will be available on Sunday,
May 27 in the Conference Room next
to the library starting at 10:30am.

*************************************

Please call Sandy Sherrod at 298-7223 if you are interested in helping with this ministry. Thank you.
**************************************

Trustee of the Month - Todd Lange

All-Church Picnic - Sunday, May 27,
12:00pm
~ Please come & bring a
food item to share.
~ This is a great time for fellowship with one
another in an informal setting.
~ More information will be coming next month.

WISHING EVERYONE A BLESSED SPRING!
At last Spring has come and I am looking forward to watching Spring pop out
into color. Seeing green everywhere and trying to count all the different shades
is one of my favorite things to do. I also enjoy seeing flowers everywhere. As
you see the new things in nature, remember the new life you have in Jesus and
Praise the Lord!!
I know this is April but we have to skip to May for a moment because it is also
Pork Chop Dinner time. The Spring Pork Chop dinner is May 5 from 4-7pm. It will
be carry-out only but a lot of help will be needed. There is a sign-up sheet already out at the table in the foyer for volunteers before, during and after the dinner. Pass the word and get your tickets to sell. Also, remember we will need lots
and lots of cookies. Remember, I am always willing to taste the cookies and Pork
Chops that fall on the floor, so save some for me, too!
I watch you all working hard but I also see you having a great time of fellowship. Please do all you can.
Since it is April, camp will be starting before you know it. When we were at
County Line Brethren Church for our Brethren gathering recently, I was able to
talk to the Camp mouse. She is so excited about camp and said it should be a
great summer. I know there will be fundraisers for camp and the camperships
are available. Please do all you can to help. Camp will change our young people’s lives. Remember there are all kinds of camps for all ages.

The Discipleship classes will begin soon. They will be on different days and
nights at different times and places. Please sign-up for a class and get involved.
Pray for all who will be involved and watch for the details.
I am excited that there is going to be a new pictorial directory. Because I am
now an older church mouse, it will help me to be able to put a face with a name.
PLEASE, everyone get your picture taken. More details will be coming soon and
extra help may be needed.
I have been enjoying and learning a lot from Pastor Fred’s messages on
Amazing Bible Chronicles. Coming from a church mouse family and being your
church mouse for years, I thought I knew these stories, but I have been learning
and remembering details every week. Be sure to come and please stay for 2nd
hour also.
As I write this, I am looking forward to all the Holy Week services (and food). I
hope you all were here and received a blessing.
I know things can get busy this time of year but take time to enjoy God’s Creation and remember all Jesus did for you and your salvation.
God bless you,

Benjamin

4909 S. Ironwood Dr.
South Bend, IN 46614
(574) 291-4909
E-mail: firstbrethren@att.net
Return Service Requested

We’re on the web!
firstbrethren.org

"Christ's love is greater than anyone can ever know, but I pray that
you will be able to know that love. Then you can be filled with everything God has for you.”
~ Ephesians 3:19

Mark your calendars now for the

SPRING PORK CHOP DINNER
Saturday, May 5, 2018
4:00—7:00pm
Carry-Out Dinners only
Meal Incudes: Grilled Pork Chop, Potato Salad,
Baked Beans, Applesauce & Cookies

Tickets are $10.00 each
You can call the church at 291-4909
for more information.

