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College is supposed to be a time of maturation and growth in many ways.  Over the past four 

years at CSF, I’ve had incredible experiences, learned, and met many fantastic friends.  

Looking back, I wanted to make a quick comparison of my FRESHMANFRESHMAN and SENIORSENIOR  years in 

CSF. 

I came into CSF at the instruction of my sister, Christina, who was president at the time after 

being involved since her freshman year.  Given little choice, I agreed to come to at least one 

and see what it was all about.  I knew a fair amount of people in CSF whether they were friends 

of Christina’s or people with whom I had grown up.  This ready-

made sense of community helped break the ice for me and cast out 

any reluctance I had.  The best part was that with little or no effort on 

my part, CSF was planned, food was prepared and served each 

week, and trips were offered to me.  I went on the spring break 

mission trip to Chicago, and truly enjoyed the week learning and 

serving with a freedom to make the trip my own that I had never 

experienced. 

As my senior year is coming all too quickly to a close, I now realize that CSF doesn’t happen 

automatically every week.  There are chairs to be set up, songs to choose, devotions to write, 

and a meal to prepare.  Instead of fearing that I won’t know anyone, I come into CSF hoping to 

get the most out of the fellowship with friends I’ve known for several years and those I’ve just 

met.  My favorite thing to do is to get to the church early, and use the time setting up as a way 

to relax and reflect on the week that is nearly done.  Most of all what I’ve gained over the past 

four years, is a deep respect and gratitude for what Casey does, and the extent to which the 

church members support our group.  Without this guidance and support, Cooperative Student 

Fellowship would not be the diverse, sincere, and meaningful group that it is. 

It makes me sad to leave, and I hope the friendships continue to grow beyond our time at 

Clemson, but most of all I hope that CSF continues to grow and serve students as a place of 

WELCOMING, UNIQUE, and GENUINE COMMUNITY that is difficult to find elsewhere.  

community 

 I don’t know about you, but for me, LIFE AS AN ADULT has 

been a WILD RIDE so far. Between my job, my new house, and my 

personal relationships, it constantly feels like I’ve got about 2,000 things going on all at once. 

My weekends have truly become my sanctuary away from the real world. I go out with 

friends, lie around all day, and go shopping. It’s easy to be selfish with my time, especially 

after a long week of working and juggling the day-to-day chores and life stuff. I have to admit, 

church is not always at the forefront of my mind when I’m making my weekend plans. I often 

save all of my catching up for Sundays, when I can sleep in and take care of laundry, grocery 

shopping, and other really fun activities that never seem to end. 

 Last weekend I taught high school Sunday school. Side note: high schoolers are the 

toughest crowd for Sunday school. They will NOT talk! But, I digress. After I finished my 

thrilling lesson with the high schoolers (I even brought a CANDLE – I thought the FIRE might 

interest them), I let them escape a little earlier, mostly because I was tired of trying to get them 

to talk to me. I decided to use the extra time to check in on the young adult Sunday school 

class that I’m technically a part of despite my poor attendance record. It was so nice to sit and 

catch up with friends who are going through the same things. 

 Most importantly, I reconnected to my community of faith. It reminded me of how 

special it is to feel accepted no matter how crazy life gets, and to be able to talk about my faith 

with other young people who are trying to accomplish the same thing – just to be good people 

and share our faith through our lives. 

 So, where is your community of faith? Have you left it behind, in all your 

busyness? Do you need to discover a new community of faith or reconnect to a previous 

community nearby? My prayer for you is that you either reconnect to or find your faith 

community, wherever it may be and whatever it may look like for you.    Love, Christina  

By Christina Devon,  
CSF Alumni Coordinator 
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collegiate mission event. 

“And let us consider how 
we may stir one another 
on toward love and good 

works…” (Heb 10:24) 

☺ 
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Touching Miami With Love 
is NOT a  

BAND-AID MINISTRY 

                      What’s Now?What’s Now?  

 

1. They invest themselves in the Overtown 

area: Many of the TML staff live in the 

Overtown community, providing a stronger 

sense of community within the organization. 

Staff members take time to learn about the 

area, its residents, and the families that are 

involved in the program. 

2. People over projects: Unlike many other non

-profits in today’s society, 

TML ensures that their 

ministry is relationship-

based. This means not 

focusing on how much gets 

done in a day, but rather 

how a person is doing. Staff 

emphasize the importance 

of keeping up with each 

individual child in the 

program, ensuring that they 

are doing well in school and in life. 

3. It’s about walking alongside a person: One 

of the best parts of TML is the community 

within the organization. Simply put, it 

means going through life with the people of 

Overtown and the staff. When happiness, 

tragedy, or struggle may strike, TML 

focuses on being present and walking 

alongside a person. 

4. A family affair: A significant number of 

children in the year round programs offered 

are not the only participant from their 

family. There are numerous families that 

have multiple children in after school and 

summer camp programs, making a bigger 

impact on their family. Some TML staff 

members have even grown up in the 

program! 

5. TML sees the beauty in Overtown: 
Touching Miami With Love is NOT in 

Overtown to fix it; the community doesn’t 

need a superhero. There 

is so much beauty, hope, 

and promise in the 

community and it has 

been there long before 

the organization arrived. 

And that’s the beauty of 

TML: they see the 

beauty in others. 

Last semester, my parents sent me a card with big, bold 
words on the front which read, “LIFE ISN’T ABOUT FINDING 
YOURSELF. LIFE IS ABOUT CREATING YOURSELF.” I like this quote; 
it makes me feel confident and in control. I can choose what I 
do with my time, the people I surround myself with, my field of study, 
and what I am involved in. My choices have shaped who I am today and 
I am thankful for all my experiences. 

I am thankful, but I am also aware that I am able to make these choices 
because of my circumstances. In my circumstance, I have a loving 
family that provides for me, a warm house when it is cold outside, the 
opportunity to go to college, and money to buy material things, 
whether I need them or not. The more I think about how privileged I 
am, the stronger my feelings of guilt become. However, feeling guilty 
for something like circumstance, which is out of my control, is a waste 
of time—time that could be used to try and bring justice into the lives 
of people who, under different circumstances, have not had the same 
blessings and opportunities as me. 

This spring break, CSF is taking a pilgrimage to Miami to work with 
the non-profit organization 
Touching Miami with Love. Their 
mission is to “… share the love of 
Christ by providing hope, opportunities, and resources with the Overtown 
community.” With these provisions, the people of Overtown can regain 
feelings of confidence and control, which may have been lost due to 
bad circumstances. What is even more meaningful is the fact that this 
trip will stir in each of us a deeper sense of self, a wider recognition of 
God, and a more radical commitment to love our neighbors. This trip 
will be another experience that helps define and create each of us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Emily Moeller  

 

 

Have you ever reconsidered the language of 

Scripture in light of our postmodern world?  

In particular, take the beautiful imagery of 

God as our “shepherd” in Psalm 23: what 

might serve as a real-time metaphor for 

people of faith? Here’s 

one possible outcome: 

 What’s next?  As a senior in college, that is a question I often 

find myself asking.  In fact, I spend a lot of time thinking about 

what the future will bring and wondering how my life will look in 

the next few years.  What is next?  Will I be accepted to graduate 

school?  Will I get that summer internship that I want?  Where will I be next year?  

Where will I be in 5 years? 10 years?  What’s next?  All of these questions are constantly 

on my mind and I know many other college students ponder these same questions. 

 The nearly four years that I have been at Clemson have absolutely flown by.  It 

seems like no time at all has passed since my freshman move-in day when my parents 

were helping me get settled into my dorm.  I have had many good times during my 

undergraduate years at Clemson, but I don’t always feel content.  Many times, I feel like 

I have to keep looking for the next thing, the next event to take place in my life.  It 

seems like I can never fully answer the question, what’s next?  Maybe that’s because 

the future never actually arrives.  The concept of the future is what is to come.  The 

more I think about it, the more I realize that always thinking about what is to come may 

cause me to miss out on what is.  As the old saying goes, Live for today because we are 

not guaranteed tomorrow.  I’m not saying that it is not important to think about the 

future, I’m just saying that we should not always live in the “what’s next” part of life.  

Maybe it is best not to dwell on the future and what is to come, but embrace everyday 

and every moment.  Instead of what’s next, maybe a more fitting question is…  

            WHAT’S NOW? 

Psalm 23 

A Real-Time Rendering 

The Lord is my ISP,* 
I shall not want. 

She keeps swiftly connected online; 
She leads me to safe & reputable sites; 

She refreshes page & program without prompt. 
She guides me to answers before I've fully asked; 

For God’s sake, it is so.  

Even when I stream a video in High Def, 
I will fear no buffering, 

For you are showing all bars; 
Your pop-up blockers and virus protection, 

They comfort me.  

Your prepare a comfy seat in the coffee shop just for me, 
In the presence of a packed & envious crowd; 

You honor my profiles with “Like” after “Like”; 
My Wi-Fi range knows no bounds.  

Surely software and technology 
Will be updated all the days of my life, 

And I will live connected 
in the Network of the Lord 

Forever. 

By Jacob Doyle 

By Casey Callahan 

*Internet Service Provider 

Every new semester brings new students 

into the CSF ministry...here are a few new 

faces from a fall freshmen event! 

Embracing Today >>> 

Reimagining Scripture >>> 

By Sara Webb 

RHE @ CSF >>> 

In the fall, popular Christian blogger & author Rachel Held Evans came 

to speak at CSF through a special CBFSC-sponsored event entitled 

Growing Up With Your Faith.   
Emily has served at TML for 

the past two summers 

through Student.Go. 


