
WEEK 16
A P R I L  2 4 - 2 6 ,  2 0 1 5

TRYING TIMES

FRIDAY
A P R I L  2 4 ,  2 0 1 5

SATURDAY
A P R I L  2 5 ,  2 0 1 5

R E A D  J A M E S  1 : 1 - 1 8  ( E S V )
James says to, “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds…(James 1:2)”  
Your joy comes from your relationship with the Lord.  Some may wonder how you can be joyful in 
the midst of trials.  The only way it is possible is for you to rely fully upon the Lord and to rest in 
His grace. Take some time today to think about God’s kindness to you, especially in times of trial.  
Close your time by giving thanks to God in prayer.

R E A D  M A R K  1 4 : 5 3 - 1 5 : 2 0  ( E S V )
Jesus endured trials of many kinds.  There is none as evident as the trials he faced leading up to 
His crucifixion.  As you read Mark’s account, did you notice the different perspectives from which 
Jesus was tried?  He was tried by His own people, His friends and the authorities of the day. He was 
tried physically, emotionally and spiritually.  Take some time today to reflect on the lyrics from the 
hymn “His Eye is on the Sparrow.”  Then spend some time praising God for His steadfast presence 
in difficult times.

Why should I feel discouraged, why should the shadows come,
Why should my heart be lonely, and long for heav’n and home,
When Jesus is my portion? My constant Friend is He;
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me;
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me.

“Let not your heart be troubled,” His tender word I hear,
And resting on His goodness, I lose my doubts and fears;
Though by the path He leadeth, but one step I may see;
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me;
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me.

Whenever I am tempted, whenever clouds arise,
When songs give place to sighing, when hope within me dies,
I draw the closer to Him, from care He sets me free;
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me;
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me.

Chorus:
I sing because I’m happy, I sing because I’m free,
For His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me.

H I S  E Y E  I S  O N  T H E  S PA R R O W



SUNDAY
A P R I L  2 6 ,  2 0 1 5
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Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Use this writing from Valley of Vision (184) as you prepare for worship today:

Sovereign Commander of the Universe,
I am sadly harassed by doubts, fears, unbelief,
 in a felt spiritual darkness.
My heart is full of evil surmisings and disquietude,
 and I cannot act faith at all.
My heavenly Pilot has disappeared,
 and I have lost my hold on the Rock of Ages;
I sink in deep mire beneath storms and waves,
 in horror and distress unutterable.

Help me, O Lord,
 to throw myself absolutely and wholly on thee,
 for better, for worse, without comfort,
 and all but hopeless.
Give me peace of soul, confidence, enlargement of mind,
 morning joy that comes after night heaviness;
Water my soul with divine blessings;
Grant that I may welcome that humbling in private
 so that I might enjoy thee in public;
Give me a mountain top as high as the valley is low.

Thy grace can melt the worst sinner, and I am as vile as he;
Yet thou hast made me a monument of mercy,
 a trophy of redeeming power;
In my distress let me not forget this.

All-wise God,
Thy never-failing providence orders every event,
 sweetens every fear,
 reveals evil’s presence lurking in seeming good,
 brings real good out of seeming evil,
 makes unsatisfactory what I set my heart upon,
 to show me what a short-sighted creature I am,
 and to teach me to live by faith upon
  thy blessed self.

Out of sorrow and night
 give me the name Naphtali -
 ‘satisfied with favour’ -
 help me to love thee as thy child,
 and to walk worthy of my heavenly pedigree.

P E R I L


