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Advent means the coming of Christ. This booklet is a simple 
guide to help families celebrate the coming of Christ. Each 
day read the suggested Bible verse and thought for the day 
written by members of our faith family. 

The Christmas season is busy, but it is an important time to 
focus on the coming of Christ and to help your children 
know the true meaning of Christmas. Plan to take a few   
moments out of the busy schedule to remember Jesus and to 
build memories together.

WHAT IS ADVENT?
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My four little sisters and I used to lie on the grass in our backyard in the summer-
time. On the South Plains of Texas, the stars seemed to be hanging just over the 
top of our farmhouse. We felt we could almost reach up and touch those twin-
kling lights…that heavenly host of stars. The shepherds in the field near Bethle-
hem must have had a similar experience…seeing stars that they could almost 
touch. Then one night that sky full of stars turned into the glory of the Lord! The 
heavenly host of stars could not be seen because of The Heavenly Host. (Luke 
2:8-15) The shepherds heard the message in their hearts, Arise, shine, for your 
Light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you. They hurried to Bethle-
hem and discovered the Baby Jesus.

My sisters and I experienced the Light of the world, each of us making the deci-
sion, in time, to follow the Light. Jesus led us through lives that went in different 
directions and into different parts of the country. The glory of the Lord sur-
rounded three of my sisters as they went Home to be with Jesus, the Light of the 
world. Each of them continued to worship and praise Him as they faced the last 
days of their lives. You are the light of the world…..let your light shine before 
men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in Heaven. 
(Matthew 5:14-16.) My sweet sisters, Janet, Lanette, and Karen, lived to the end 
with their lights shining brightly, knowing that the Light of the world has come. 
And, indeed, the glory of the Lord is upon them.

 - Linda Winder

“Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
and the glory of the LORD rises upon you.” 

(Isaiah 60:1)
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Advent  means coming: anticipation of a blessed event, the birth of Christ the Sav-
ior and His imminent return. Advent celebration took on new meaning for us 
when on December 10, 2003, after two years of waiting and   making their second 
trip to Russia; we received a call from our son. He and his wife were leaving So-
chi, Russia, with their newly adopted 8 month old baby girl.
 
What thankfulness, excitement, and joy we felt when we heard Lauren Eliana's 
laughter over the phone all the way from Russia! Then imagine our further de-
light when we met the plane, seeing her waving and smiling as we saw her for 
first time and she met us, her new family.
 
An even greater awe and appreciation came upon us as we learned that Eliana's 
Russian name means: "God answered me." That realization took us to our knees 
in thankfulness and wonder.

God answered us, a needy world, through the birth of a weak and tender thing: a 
baby!

Unto us a child is born... Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. Love is God's first and last word!

 - Peggy Shafer

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government 
will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 
(Isaiah 9:6)
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Small is sometimes associated with other words:   insignificant, unimportant or 
insufficient. The word small doesn’t usually invoke confidence.

God says the town where Jesus would be born would be small. Not just small, but 
small compared to the other towns in Judah. God chose Bethlehem and it now be-
comes significant, important and sufficient; not because of its size, but its 
purpose. God chose it to be the birth place of Emmanuel. Bethlehem gets a place 
in the story of the Gospel.  

God’s plan didn’t depend on a large, expansive place. His Son was coming to 
earth in humility. The King of Kings would be born in circumstances that would 
be the exact opposite of the normal plans for any earthly king. Small Bethlehem 
was just right because God said so.

I’m glad God’s plans aren’t dependent on size or significance or importance or 
sufficiency. God is still choosing what He knows is right and good according to 
His purpose. We may feel small, but we serve a strong and mighty God who 
chooses to use us. Small Bethlehem was available for God’s purpose. Are you?

 - Roxann Collins

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the 
clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler 
over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

(Micah 5:2)

DECEMBER 3

4



Have you ever wished God or His messenger would appear and tell you what He 
has planned for your life? I have, but then do I really want to know, and would I 
be obedient once I knew?

Mary had a messenger that told her she was highly favored and God had a plan 
for her life. She would have an amazing, but almost overwhelming, responsibility 
given to her. She readily accepted without hesitation.

Obedience without hesitation—Let’s pray that it would also be our response in 
light of the Christmas season, celebrating the birth of our Savior who gives eter-
nal life. 

Remember, if you are saved, you are also highly favored by God. So let’s strive to 
live so. 

 - Rita Moyes

“In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, 
a  town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man 
named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was 

Mary. The angel went to her and said, ‘Greetings, you who are 
highly favored! The LORD is with you.’ Mary was greatly 

troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this 
might be.” (Luke 1:26—29)
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How would you like to know your future? How would you feel if in that future you 
would be an important part in God's plan for saving the world?

As a young Jewish girl, Mary had been taught the scriptures that told of the Mes-
siah being born of a virgin, but imagine her surprise that an angelic messenger 
came to tell her that she was chosen to be that special person! The angel told 
Mary exactly what would happen in her life as she took part in God’s wonderful 
plan. It must have sounded exciting, but at the same time, there must have been 
feelings of fear and doubt trying to crowd into her mind. Can it really be me? Is 
there some mistake? But to her credit, Mary trusted God and gave Him glory by 
b e l i e v i n g t h e a n g e l ' s w o r d s . 
   
Of course, the emphasis of these verses is not the exalting of Mary, but the power 
of God to create a human form  suitable for His only Son to live in. The predic-
tions of the prophets that came true in the life of Jesus were truly magnificent. 

Isn't it a shame that there couldn't be something wonderful like that in our fu-
ture? What's special about us? Who even knows our name? Well, there was a time 
that no one thought much of Mary either...but look what God did with her! Could 
it be that He has something special in mind for you?

- Susan Morris

“But the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, you have 
found favor with God. You will be with child and give birth to a 

son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be great and 
will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give 

him the throne of his father David.’” (Luke 1:30—32)
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As a child, Christmas was a simple time. I got on my best behavior right after 
Thanksgiving to make sure I was being “good enough” for Santa to bring me 
some much-wanted presents. On Christmas Eve, I’d go to bed early, believing 
that Santa was on his way with my reward for the next morning. Sure enough, on 
Christmas Day, I found he had slipped into our house the night before with his de-
livery. The only thing that caused me to question the entire event was that our 
house didn’t have a chimney. Nevertheless, I believed. I didn’t realize it at the 
time, but I was putting my “faith” in something that otherwise was unbelievable.

Joseph required a much more mature and demanding faith when the Holy Spirit 
came to him announcing the “impossible.” In spite of everything that defied logic, 
Joseph believed God and responded in faith to become the earthly father of our 
Lord.

“This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother 
Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came 
together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 
Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not 

want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce 
her quietly. But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a 

son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save 
his people from their sins.’” (Matthew 1:18—21)
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Christmas can be a time to re-examine our trust and faith in God. Hebrews 11:1 
says, “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we 
do not see.” As we celebrate the birth of our Savior, let us also remember that 
God’s promises are always true and trustworthy, even if they sometimes seem    
impossible to us.

 - Bill Muske

COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS

Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
Born to set thy people free;
From our feats and sins release us;
Let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth thou art;
Dear desire of every nation,
Joy of every longing heart.
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Christmas season celebrations frequently diminish the role of Joseph, but Joseph 
is a role-model for men everywhere. On this day of Pearl Harbor Remembrance, 
it is appropriate to focus on men, in general, and Joseph, specifically.

In these Scripture verses, Joseph has just seen, in a dream, an angel explaining 
Mary's condition and the conception by the Holy Spirit including the fulfillment 
of the prophesy of a Savior. Joseph was already aware that Mary, his fiancé, was 
pregnant. And, even though the Scriptures report that Joseph was a man of stern 
principle, he did not want to publicly disgrace her. The role-model emerges. He 
could have had a knee-jerk reaction and displayed anger, desired revenge, felt 
hurt…or any number of other emotions. He did none of that overtly. He may have 
had all of those emotions and more; but, he chose to contemplate the circum-
stances and to act quietly, instead.

Picture Joseph the carpenter. In the days before power equipment and tools, Jo-
seph must have been a man of physical strength, muscular, and rugged. Yet, he 
had to have an artistic side, too, because carpentry has beauty combined with 
mathematical accuracy. By the words spoken to him by the angel, it is obvious 
that he is also scripturally knowledgeable. A "man's man" has both physical and 

“All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 
prophet: ‘The virgin will be with child land will give birth to a 
son, and they will call him Immanuel—which means ‘God with 

us.’ When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had 
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But he had no 
union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the 

name Jesus.” (Matthew 1:22—25)
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emotional strength combined with an appreciation of beauty and a sense 
of moral respect. Quite a role-model!  

The angel said, "She will have a Son, and you shall name him Jesus (mean-
ing Savior)." When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel had directed. He 
brought Mary home to be his wife but she remained a virgin until her Son 
was born.  And, Joseph named him "Jesus."

Men everywhere can be encouraged when they read the account of Joseph. 
Men can take pride in the character and quiet resolve of this ordinary  
human being and can use his display of strength and courage in life's 
circumstances to embrace this role-model in their own life-circumstances 
and decision making.

In looking at the Christmas Nativity scene, please notice Joseph, too.

 - Sharon Colson
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After you lose a loved one, even if you know he or she is now with Jesus in 
Heaven, you wonder if things will ever be the same for you again.

I find holidays—especially Christmas—the most difficult time to be without my 
husband Don. The first Christmas I was still numb; he had died just two months 
before. The second Christmas, I learned firsthand the Biblical truth presented in 
these verses—that nothing is impossible with God. I prayed earnestly, from just 
before Thanksgiving all the way to New Year's, that God would help me through 
the holidays, giving me a Christmas where I could truly celebrate Jesus' birth in-
stead of mourning my own loss. 

God answered that prayer with a deep peace, helping me to realize that I was with 
God, as was Don. God also gave me the words to share that thought with others. 
Borrowing similar words from Matthew 19:26, I truly believe that with God all 
things are possible.

 - Mary Jo Powell

The angel said to Mary, “Even Elizabeth your relative is going to 
have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be barren is 
in her sixth month. For nothing is impossible with God.” At that 

time, Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of 
Judea, where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted 

Elizabeth. (Luke 1:36—37, 39—40)
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One can only imagine how hopeful Mary was concerning her future as Joseph’s 
wife. The betrothal had occurred and the year-long wait began in anticipation of 
married life as a couple.  

Mary had no idea that she was to be assigned a ‘God-sized event’ as the angel in-
formed her that the Holy Spirit would come upon her and she would have a child.

However, in spite of her circumstances, Mary never hesitated to obey! Her re-
sponse was, “May it be to me as you have said.”

Mary made God’s will her priority and entrusted Him to take care of everyone 
and everything else.

What will your answer be when God wants to take you out of your comfort zone? 
May these verses guide your answer:  
 
Luke 1:38                 Psalm 37:5                Psalm 32:10b

 - Joy Robinson

“In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census 
should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first 

census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.)”
(Luke 2:1—2) 
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As a child, my family always read the Christmas story from the Bible before a sin-
gle present was opened, but a few years ago my parents started a new Christmas 
tradition. We have a worship service in their home and each family member takes 
a role. My nephew and niece have performed songs in sign language, poems were 
read, a Lottie Moon offering collected and more.

But my favorite part each year is the recollection of memorable holidays. We go 
around the room with each person sharing a story from previous holidays they re-
member. Some stories are happy—a long desired gift was received; some are 
sad—a relative had recently passed away, and some stories are funny—like the 
year my dad didn’t have the brisket done in time for lunch. 
 
Mary and Joseph must have felt some of the same emotions that we do around 
the holidays. I’m sure there was an excitement about going home, but I also think 
they were really stressed. (Have you ever thought about why they weren’t wel-
comed to stay with their relatives?)  

But what Mary and Joseph were left with at the end of their journey home was 
Christ the Savior being born! A family memory that would last a lifetime and is 
still being shared today! I look forward to sharing memories and to making my 
journey home—I hope you get to do the same.

 - Danielle Gallow

“Everyone went to his own town to register.” Luke 2:3

DECEMBER 10

13



Joseph must have made careful preparations for the upcoming journey to his an-
cestral home of Bethlehem. He was engaged and his fiance, Mary, was to accom-
pany him on the trip.

The road they would travel was rough and dangerous. But Joseph and Mary un-
derstood the necessity for the arduous trip that lay ahead. They knew that the 
Child who Mary carried would soon be born and that prophecy foretold that this 
Child would be born in the city of David.

Joseph was surely proud of his heritage as a descendant of King David. Through 
the mercy and grace of Jehovah, Joseph set forth on the long journey with a sense 
of anticipation and wonder. For another King was about to be born in Bethlehem!

 - Terri Brenton

“So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to 

the house and line of David.”  (Luke 2:4)
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In the big picture of things, the day before Christ's birth was business as usual. 
People were working, buying, selling. There were births and deaths, even         
weddings. And in the Roman Empire there was even added business taking place.  
People of varied backgrounds and social standings stood in lines to be counted by 
the Empire.

Isn't it amazing then, how God gives us Scripture to help us "zoom in" to His spiri-
tual view of things?  It's His way of saying to us "I know the world was a busy 
place that day, I know there were many distractions, but let Me give you heavenly 
eyes to look and see what I was bringing about.  Pay attention!"  

Maybe it's easy for us to focus in on God's incredible plans when we read about 
them in Scripture, but how about when you're surrounded by the business-as-
usual-world you face today?  Even now in this season, are you able to see past all 
that is going on and look with spiritual eyes into the ways that God is at work?  

Hopefully part of that work is in you.  Ask God to give you eyes of faith that bring 
His story to the foreground and the world's story to the background.

 - Paige Allen

“He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be 
married to him and was expecting a child.” (Luke 2:5)
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Modern parents have lots of choices. They can choose whether to have a baby or 
not. They can choose whether their child is to be born in a home, a hospital or a 
birthing center. They can choose for the delivery to be cesarean, underwater, La-
maze and with (or without) drugs. They can choose the city, the place, and some-
times even the time of the birth. They can choose the name their child will carry 
throughout his or her life. 

Jesus' mother Mary had few choices. An angel told her she would bear a child and 
what His name would be. The law demanded she travel to Bethlehem, where no 
comfortable lodging or physicians were available. But Mary made a crucial choice 
that was important for all the world. She chose to follow God's plan for her life 
with a willing heart. True, she had an easier time finding God's plan than some of 
us do, but she chose to follow. The choice to find and follow God's plan and to fol-
low Mary's son is the most important one each of us can make, and we should pro-
claim it each and every day.

 - Mary Jo Powell

“While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 
and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room 

for them in the inn.” (Luke 2:6—7)
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I have often wondered that the birth of the king of kings was not announced at 
the court of the Roman emperor, to the Roman governor of Palestine, or even to 
Herod the Jewish king. Messiah had come. Was His birth announced to the rich 
and powerful, the movers and shakers? No, the single most momentous birth an-
nouncement in history was made to the ancient Near Eastern version of cowboys. 

One finds shepherd imagery throughout the Scriptures, Old Testament and New 
Testament alike. Shepherds were an important part of Hebrew culture. The patri-
archs were nomadic shepherds. David, the greatest king of Israel, was a shepherd 
boy. As with the cowboys of the old west, the shepherds of ancient Palestine were 
known for toughness and courage, facing danger and braving the elements to 
guide their herds. They were also known to be tender and nurturing to their 
charges, comforting them, healing them, caring for them when they were hurt 
and frightened. These men of grit were not held in particularly high esteem even 
though they were important to the culture and vital to the economy. They were 
stoic loners doing a rough job.

Jesus is also first revealed to lowly shepherds. Just as He used common fisher-
men to carry the church to the world, He used ordinary shepherds to herald His 
coming. The topsy-turvy, first-shall-be-last Kingdom of God revealed to us by 
Christ, started with these humble shepherds given the honor of being the first to 
spread the news that Messiah had come. 

 - Russ Jones

“And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping 
watch over their flocks at night.” (Luke 2:8)
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Christmas was always a joyful time. I have fond memories of family gatherings 
full of love, laughter, games, gifts, tables of food, and the excitement of the drive 
home from Grandma’s house on Christmas Eve, searching the sky for Santa’s 
sleigh! (To this day I know I saw it one night!) 

However, there is one Christmas morning that stands out above the rest. You see, 
as wonderful as Christmas had proved to be over the years, I had one wish I knew 
would never be wrapped under the tree.

For years, I had prayed for Daddy’s salvation. Late one fall, we had a revival at 
church. To my surprise, Daddy joined us one evening. That night we listened to a 
man tell our family story. It was the story of his life, of course, but it could have 
been ours. God used this man’s story to open Daddy’s heart. He accepted Jesus as 
his Savior! The “glory of the Lord shone” that night and it “brought Great JOY”! 
The following Christmas morning, before we were allowed to rip open our gifts, 
MY Daddy sat before us, and with tears in his eyes read the Christmas story. 
What a blessing! My prayers were answered! 

There is no greater gift than the love, life, and sacrifice of Jesus. This gift changed 
a man, a family, and continues to change others today. Who do you know that 
needs the perfect gift of Jesus Christ this Christmas?

 - Jennifer Garza

“An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them and they were terrified. But the angel said to 
them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that 

will be for all the people.” (Luke 2:9—10)
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“Home” is in southeast Texas. My family has been there since 1821.  Southerners 
are interested in place of origin and ancestry. So were the Jews. The angels’ an-
nouncement included Jesus’ ancestral hometown, Bethlehem.

During WWII, my mother and I lived with her parents. Nana was a hugging 
grandmother. When Dad returned, we moved far away from all my “Nana hugs.” 
I remember the first Christmas we went home. At the end of that exhausting 
drive were the open arms of my grandmother.

Oh, Joy! The Savior, our Deliverer has come. How exciting that announcement 
was to the shepherds. But wait!  Advent isn’t only about the nativity of Christ, but 
about the second coming of Christ. It’s not only about the baby who came facing 
salvation’s cross, but as Jesus, the King of glory. 

The angels will shout again, “Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. Let 
us rejoice and be glad and give Him glory!” (Revelations 19:6)  And Jesus says, 
“Here I Am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens 
the door, I will come in and dine with him and he with me.” (Revelations 3:20)

Home!

 - Charlotte Love

“Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; 
he is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:11)
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I was teaching for the first time in a new computer lab. As I handed out an exam, 
there was a frantic rapping at the back door of the lab. Through the window, I 
saw the panicked face of a young mother. Her eyes told of one of those mornings 
when everything went wrong. I resolved to welcome her with calming kindness. I 
swiftly opened the door, and as I opened my mouth to speak – an alarm 
sounded….a piercing howling brain-scrambling alarm. I pulled the student in, 
shut the door, and then saw the two signs that said, “Do NOT open this door or 
an alarm will sound.” No kidding.

I went in search of a student worker to turn the alarm off. As he shuffled toward 
the door with a knowing smile, I apologized for not reading the sign; he said, “It 
happens all the time.” All the time? Educated people ignore warning signs all the 
time? 

God has given all people many signs over the centuries (Gen. 9:12; Ex. 3:12; 
Is.7:10-14). Yet still the Pharisees asked Jesus for a sign. (Matt.12:38)  He told 
them (my paraphrase of Matt.16:4), “You are not reading the signs that are in 
plain sight!”

Not so with the shepherds in today’s verse. When the angels announced the joyful 
news to the shepherds, they ran to see the sign - not words on cardboard, but the 
Living Word of God.  Have you seen the sign? Have you obeyed Him?

Catherine McIntyre

“This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths 
and lying in a manger.”  (Luke 2:12)
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SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT

Silent night, holy night,
All is calm, all is bright.
Round yon virgin mother and child!
Holy Infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.
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In 1998, I was asked to write an Advent devotional for the church I was a member 
of then. Everyone at Emmanuel Baptist Church in Alexandria, Louisiana, was en-
gaged in preparations for their first “Pilgrimage to Bethlehem,” a walk-through 
dramatic presentation of the birth of Jesus. I helped paint some of the sets as the 
church’s parking garage and courtyard were transformed into the town of Bethle-
hem. The theme for the devotional booklet was to be “Pilgrimage.”

My first-born son had died earlier in the year, and my holiday spirit was in short 
supply. As I stared at the word “pilgrimage,” I noticed the middle letters spelled 
the word “grim” – a better word to describe my feeling that year. 

Perhaps there is sorrow in your life or in your family’s life this year. Here is a 
word of hope I found in my sorrow. 
 
 “Why are you cast down, O my soul,
 And why are you disquieted within me?
 Hope in God; for I shall again praise him,
 My help and my God.”   --Psalm 43:5

I love that we are not commanded here to set aside our grief, but we are encour-
aged to hope. I didn’t feel much like singing that year, but I trusted that I would 
again. Let God support you if this year finds you cast down. God is still with us 
even when God seems far away. Hope in God.

 - Cherry Winkle Moore

“Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with 
the angel, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.’ ” 
(Luke 2:13—14)
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Reading almost any version of Luke 2:15 gives the impression of haste.   Whether 
it is with the specific word “now” found in most translations, the exclamation 
points in the more informal texts, or just the phrase “Let’s go,” they were off to 
see what God had in store for them!  And they got to see a miracle.

I wonder how often God gives us the opportunity to see a miracle…except that we 
are too busy, too tired, too involved in self to make haste.   We might even re-
spond with “Thanks for the offer…I’ll get around to it” or “this timing just doesn’t 
work…could you ask me later?”  Or we might just pretend not to hear. 

The miracle the shepherds witnessed was a one-time experience, but it shows 
that a loving God wishes to share with His people for their benefit and growth.  
He wants us to take part in the blessings that He has for each of us. In the words 
of the old hymn, let’s remember to “hasten to Him, hasten so glad and 
free”* when He invites us to witness His work and be a part of His plan. Other-
wise, what miracles do we miss?

 - Sharon Jackson

*I Am Resolved, Hartsough and Fillmore, 1896.

“When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this 

thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.’ ” 
(Luke 2:15)
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One weekend, Michel and I caught ourselves frantically hurrying to a wedding. 
Two of our best friends from college were tying the knot, and we both had a role 
in the ceremony. So, we made haste to rehearse on time.  I immediately chunked 
random articles of clothing into a bag while Michel prepared the car.  

We hurried because we were part of the ceremony. We hurried because a steak-
and-potato dinner lay waiting. We hurried because two of our very best friends 
had caught on to the truth that love and unity are things worth fighting for. We 
hurried to celebrate that truth with them.

I cannot imagine what the shepherds thought as they made haste to celebrate this 
same love and unity. They embarked on a journey to see the King who had come 
to reconcile His bride, to unite what was previously disengaged, and to woo the af-
fections of people who searched for an eternal Love.

In this season of Christmas, we are not called to hurry after presents, for we al-
ready have The Present.  We are not called to hurry after perfecting recipes, but 
rather to perfecting unity through humility. We are called to hurry after the baby 
who lay in a manger for us, who died for us, who rose again for us, who desires to 
wed with us.  

We ought to hurry to seek the King.

 - Alli Clements

“So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, 
who was lying in the manger.” (Luke 2:16)
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Ah, Christmas. The word brings childhood memories of decorating the Christmas 
tree, caroling, building snowmen, cold noses, red cheeks, Christmas programs, 
Christmas lights and excitement. Christmas was a magical time. The excitement 
of Christmas was almost more than I could bear. I told everyone I met that it was 
“only 4 days till Christmas!”  Only 3 days…2 days…!

I imagine it was this way for the shepherds. How could it not be? They had seen 
the Christ! Can you imagine their excitement?  “You will not believe what I saw! 
The heavens were filled with angels singing Gloria! One of them told us where to 
find the Christ Child. We found Him where the angel said He would be. Our Sav-
ior is come!” 

The Bible states that they told EVERYONE. I expect that many didn’t want to 
hear what they had to say. “Go away.  Can’t you see that I’m busy!  What would 
YOU know?  You’re only a lowly shepherd!” I see them running from person to 
person, their excitement not dimmed by those who wouldn’t listen. They didn’t 
care what others thought, they had seen Jesus.

“Lord, help me to remember each and every day the magic of Christmas, to be so 
full of the excitement that I cannot contain it. I must tell everyone I meet…Our 
Savior is come!”
Ah, Christmas!

 - Victoria Jones

“When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child.” (Luke 2:17)
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Mary felt loved. God, All Powerful, had made her a mother. He trusted her with 
the precious gift of her son, His Son. She thought continually and deeply about 
what God had done for her. Her act of obedience to God’s working in her life re-
sulted in her total preoccupation with Him. She experienced God’s pleasure: a joy-
ful feeling. 

Mary was obedient to God. She rejoiced while she served the Lord. How is God's 
word speaking to me? 

Thank you LORD that you have shown Your love to me and that You are present 
with me. Please forgive me for grumbling and complaining while you will and 
work in my life for Your good pleasure. I want the same fellowship with You that 
Mary had. Please take the reins of my life and don’t let me snatch them back. 
Help me obey You in everything.

 - Tamara Eggebrecht

“All who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to 
them, But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them 

in her heart.” (Luke 2:18—19)
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People often remember a childhood Christmas when they were overjoyed. Per-
haps they received an unexpected special gift, rejoiced in a Christmas snowfall, or 
traveled to visit extended family.

As children become adults, the joy of Christmas is often overtaken by the harried 
schedules, the stress of choosing and wrapping presents, and figuring out how to 
pay for everything. 

The Wise Men were probably weary from travel, worried about finding the king 
they sought, and wondering where to go next. However, when they saw the star, 
their stresses changed to joy. The King of the Jews awaited them!

Good news! Jesus awaits you, too. As you thank God for the gifts around your 
tree, thank Him for The Gift, Jesus. As you listen to Christmas music, think about 
what the baby in the manger did when He grew up. As you drive to parties, con-
certs, or programs, let the Christmas lights remind you of the ultimate joy Jesus 
brings. And maybe you can step outside to look up at the stars and be overjoyed 
that the God of the Universe and His Son love you.

 - Kathy Strawn

“After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of 
King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, 
‘Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw 

his star in the east and have come to worship him.’After they had 
heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had 

seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place 
where the child was. When they saw the star, they were 

overjoyed.” (Matthew 2:1—2, 9—10) 
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Several years ago, we purchased a Willow Tree Nativity. It’s a lovely, wonderful 
rendition of the manger, and stays up year round in the entryway of our home.  It 
has everything you expect in a Nativity - Baby Jesus (of course), Mary and           
Joseph, Wise Men, camels, shepherds, sheep, various livestock, and one big ol‘       
Angel.

What has been so fascinating to watch over the years has been the “unexpected” 
visitors who have come to worship the Baby Jesus. There was The Christmas Tur-
tle – a white and blue ceramic art project from years gone by. The Giraffe – 
uniquely sticking out in this crowd, with that tremendous vantage point to see the 
Baby. There were stuffed animals, figurines from Spain, and brightly painted 
Asian dolls (a gift from Robin’s former ESL student).  Little green army men were 
present, on bended knee (albeit with a military-issue M-1 at hand). The amazing 
thing is how all the special visitors to our manger keep showing up – even as the 
kids have gotten older. We just never know who will show up at our manger.

But, isn’t that exactly how it’s supposed to be? No rules for who can or can’t 
come. Everyone is invited. In the not too distant future, it’s what that little Baby 
would say to all….Come! Come - Follow me! Come – I’ll give you rest! The invita-
tion has been the same since Day 1.  Come to the manger – you never know who 
(or what) you will find there.

 - Clyde Oberg 

“On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother 
Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they 

opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and 
of incense and of myrrh.”  (Matthew 2:11)
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Christmas is the perfect time to celebrate thanksgiving. "Thanks be to God for His 
indescribable gift!" As an English minor in college, I was imprinted with the pow-
er of proper punctuation. As you read through the Bible though, you find very few 
places where the "exclamation mark (!)" is used.  However, in nearly every transla-
tion you can find, the exclamation mark at the end of this verse carries with it the 
Apostle Paul's enthusiastic thankfulness for what he had just shared with his 
readers.  Even in the orthodox Jewish version of the New Testamen,t it reads "Ba-
ruch Hashem for his indescribable matanah!"
 
For me, getting older carries with it some simplification and increasing clarity in 
my understanding of God.  I truly am more thankful to Him today than I have 
ever been at any point in my life. This gratitude has come to be a natural outpour-
ing of thanksgiving at the beginning of every prayer   God's salvation of me, His 
love, His patience with me, the marriage He has provided to me, my family and 
the church He has put us in are all part of the "indescribable gift" He has deliv-
ered to us in sending Jesus to rescue and redeem us back to Him.

 This Christmas spend some time thinking of the ways God's "indescribable gift" 
is being delivered to you over and over throughout the year. Let God know how 
thankful you are for His Plan for you. And put some exclamation points in the 
middle of those prayers of thanksgiving! Thank you God!
 
 - Steve Rodgers

“Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift.” 
(2 Corinthians 9:15)
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