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The Rescue Begins

While preschoolers might not be ready to respond to the gospel, use 
this guide to help little minds begin to grasp big truths about Jesus 
and the kingdom of God.

GOD IS KING.
Ask: “Who is in charge at home? Who is in charge over 
the whole world?” Explain that God made everything! 
He is King over everything, and He is in charge.

WE SINNED.
Ask: “Have you ever done something wrong?” Tell 
preschoolers that everyone sins, or disobeys God. Our 
sin makes God sad.

GOD SENT JESUS.
Explain that God must punish sin. He loves us and He 
sent His Son, Jesus, to earth. Jesus came to take away 
the punishment for sin.

JESUS LOVES.
Ask: “Do you like presents?” Explain that Jesus gives us 
the best present. He never did anything wrong, but He 
was punished in our place. Jesus wants to take away our 
sin because He loves us.

Pray that God will save your preschoolers. As you faithfully teach 
the Bible, you are planting gospel seeds in children’s hearts. Ask God 
to grow the preschoolers into children who love and trust in Jesus.
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Prepare 
videos

Assemble 
supplies

Print/
download 
printables

Send a parent 
e-mail

Pray for your 
preschoolers

Pray

Big Picture 
Question

Key PassageBible Story

Songs & Music 
Videos

Suggested times
The times provided 
allow you to complete 

the session plan in an hour. 
Lengthen or shorten the session 
as needed.

Say what?
Use the suggested “Say” 
dialogue to easily move 

between segments. 

Leader Bible 
study

Familiarize yourself with 
the content and context of 
the Bible story and how it 

relates to God’s plan of 
redemption

Start here

Large Group 
Worship

Worship through music. 
Communicate the day’s 
Bible story and discover 

God’s big story. 

Preparation

Pray for your preschoolers 
and contact families during 

the week. Gather and 
prepare session 

materials.

Worship 
at a Glance

2 Preschool Worship Guide
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Quarterly Theme

Finish here

God the Creator

Print/
download 
printables

Send a parent 
e-mail Activities

Bible Story 
Review

Sing

Pray

Missions Video

Additional
ActivityLarge Group Closing

Review the Bible story 
and engage in missions.

Small Group 
Activities

Reinforce the Bible 
story by engaging in fun 

activities for multiple 
learning styles. 

3The escue Begins

005611850_PreWorshipGuide_SPR17.indb   3 8/24/16   12:13 PM



head1

outline nested

subhead1
body_inset

Unit 19: God the Son

Unit Description:
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem, He grew up and began to prepare 
for His ministry. Jesus demonstrated from a young age that He 
understood His role as God’s Son. When Jesus was baptized, God 
confirmed His sonship. Jesus was subsequently tempted by Satan, but 
He did not sin.

Key Passage: 
1 Timothy 1:15

Big Picture Question: 
What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One and Only Son. 

4 Preschool Worship Guide
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Unit 19: God the Son

Session 1:
Bible Story: 
From Abraham to Jesus
Bible Passage: 
Matthew 1:1-17
Main Point: 
Jesus had a family.

Session 2: 
Bible Story: 
Mary Praised God
Bible Passage: 
Luke 1:26-56
Main Point: 
Jesus’ mother was Mary.

Session 3:
Bible Story: 
Jesus Was Born
Bible Passage: 
Matthew 2:1-12; Luke 2:1-20
Main Point: 
Jesus was born as God 
promised.

Session 4:
Bible Story: 
Jesus at the Temple
Bible Passage: 
Luke 2:40-52
Main Point: 
Jesus came to earth to do God’s 
plan.

Session 5:
Bible Story: 
Jesus Was Baptized
Bible Passage: 
Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:1-11; 
Luke 3:21-22; John 1:19-34
Main Point: 
John baptized Jesus.

Session 6:
Bible Story: 
Jesus Was Tempted
Bible Passage: 
Matthew 4:1-11
Main Point: 
Jesus was tempted.

5God the Son
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“head1a” after first word)

outline_nested

outline_centered

Use Week of:

1

Leader BIBLE STUDY

The prophecies concerning Jesus’ birth are numerous, 
and many of them refer to Jesus’ lineage. Old Testament 
prophecies tell of the promised Messiah being born from 
the seed of a woman (Gen. 3:15); from the seed of Abraham 
(Gen. 22:18), Isaac (Gen. 21:12), and Jacob (Num. 24:17); 
from the tribe of Judah (Micah 5:2); from the line of Jesse 
(Isa. 11:1); and from the house of David (Jer. 23:5). The 
prophecies said He would be born of a virgin (Isa. 7:14) and 
would be the Son of God (1 Chr. 17:13-14; Ps. 2:7). Jesus 
fulfilled all of these prophecies.

From Abraham to Jesus

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 1:1-17
MAIN POINT: Jesus had a family.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus diffe ent? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 10

SMALL GROUP 
ACTIVITIES 

(25–30 MINUTES)
PAGE 12

LARGE GROUP 
CLOSING

(10+ MINUTES)
PAGE 14

UNIT 19
Session 1

Unit 19 • Session 1

6 Preschool Worship Guide
Unit 19 • Session 1
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head1 (Use character style 
“head1a” after first word)

body_no_indentAdditional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

1
In Bible times, Jews took great care to accurately record 
family genealogies. The family a person belonged to was 
directly linked to property rights. Matthew 1:1-17 and 
Luke 3:23-38 both chronicle the genealogy of Jesus. The 
account in Matthew presents Jesus as the king of the 
Jews—the legal heir to the throne of David. The account in 
Luke was written to Greek Christians and focuses on Jesus’ 
descent from Adam.

Jesus was born as a baby in Bethlehem. He had earthly 
parents, Mary and Joseph, but His true Father is God. Jesus 
is fully God and fully man.

As fully God, in Him “the entire fullness of God’s nature 
dwells bodily” (Col. 2:9). As fully man, Jesus has a 
human body, human mind, and human emotions. (See 
Luke 2:7,52; Matt. 26:38.) He is our sinless representative 
(2 Cor. 5:21), sympathetic high priest (Heb. 4:15), and 
substitute sacrifice (1 John 4:10).

Use this Bible story with the preschoolers you teach 
to review Jesus’ ancestors and their stories in the Old 
Testament. Help preschoolers recognize that God had 
been working out His plan to send Jesus over hundreds of 
years—through Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Jesse, 
David, Solomon, and Josiah. God sent Jesus to earth to save 
people from their sins.

7God the Son
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From Abraham to Jesus
Matthew 1:1-17

Jesus is God’s Son. No one made Him; He has always 
existed. Long ago, God planned to send His Son to earth 
to save people from sin. Jesus came to earth as a baby. 
Jesus’ mother was Mary, and she was married to Joseph. 
The Bible tells us that Jesus is different from any other 
man—He is fully God, and He is fully human too.

God gave Jesus a family on earth. Jesus had 
parents, grandparents, great-grandparents, great-great-
grandparents, great-great-great-grandparents, and so 
on. Jesus’ family was big! Jesus came from the family of 
Abraham and King David.

Long before Jesus came to earth, Abraham had a son. 
His name was Isaac. When Isaac had a family, one of his 
sons was named Jacob. Jacob was part of Jesus’ family too.

Later, a man named Salmon (SAL mahn) was born into 
Jesus’ family. He married a woman named Rahab (RAY 
hab). Rahab helped God’s people by hiding their spies when 
they came to Jericho. Rahab had a baby named Boaz (BOH 
az). Boaz grew up and became a farmer. He married Ruth. 
Boaz and Ruth had a son named Obed (OH bed).

Obed was the father of Jesse. Jesse had many sons. His 
youngest son was David. When David was young, God 
chose him to be king of Israel.

David was not the only king in Jesus’ family. David’s 
son Solomon was a king. King Jehoshaphat (jih HAHSH 
uh fat) was part of Jesus’ family, and so was Uzziah (uh 
ZIGH uh), Ahaz (AY haz), Hezekiah (HEZ ih kigh uh), 
and Josiah.

Then came Matthan (MAT than). Matthan’s son was 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use the timeline: 
As you come to each 
descendant of Jesus 
in the story, point to 
that person on the 
timeline or big story 
circle.  

• Stick people 
counting: Draw 
stick figures to 
represent all of the 
people that will be 
mentioned as you 
read the Bible story 
script. Cut out the 
figures. Give a stick 
figure to preschoolers 
to hold up as you 
read that person’s 
name.

The BIBLE STORY

8 Preschool Worship Guide
Unit 19 • Session 1
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named Jacob, and Jacob’s son was named Joseph. Joseph is 
the man who married Jesus’ mother, Mary. Joseph raised 
Jesus as his own son. Jesus is God’s Son, the One God 
promised to send to save people from sin.

Christ Connection: Jesus came to earth as a baby. He had 
parents on earth—Mary and Joseph—but His true Father 
is God. God sent Jesus to keep His promises to Abraham and 
David. Jesus rescues people from sin and makes them part of 
God’s family.

9God the Son
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, 
sing an action song such as “He Is G-O-D” to engage them 
and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by leading 
preschoolers in “What Makes Jesus Different.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Invite preschoolers to tell you the names of people in their 
family. Write down each name as preschoolers say it. Show 
preschoolers the list. 
SAY • Look at all the people in our families! When we 

think about great-grandparents and great-great-
grandparents, we see that families are very big! Did 
you know Jesus had a family here on earth? He had a 
big family too. We know many of the people in Jesus’ 
family from the Bible stories we have learned. 

Open your Bible to Matthew 1. Show the video or tell the 
Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place the “Globe” printable at 1 Timothy 1:15 in your 
Bible. Invite a few volunteers to come up one at a time 

• “He Is G-O-D ” song
• “What Makes Jesus 

Different” song 

• paper
• pencil or pen 
• Bible
• “From Abraham 

to Jesus” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• “Globe” printable
• Key Passage Poster
• “Into the World” 

song

SESSION TITLE: From Abraham to Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 1:1-17
MAIN POINT: Jesus had a family.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus diffe ent? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.

10 Preschool Worship Guide
Unit 19 • Session 1
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and open the Bible to the key passage. Hold up the globe. 
Explain that the globe is what the earth looks like from very 
far away. The globe represents the world and all people on 
earth. Read the key passage several times. 
SAY • When Jesus came into the world, Jesus had a family. 

His parents on earth were Mary and Joseph, but God 
is His true Father. Jesus left heaven and came into 
the world for a very special reason. He came to save 
sinners like you and me. 

Sing the key passage song “Into the World” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Our big picture question is, What makes Jesus 

different? Let’s think about this. What makes Jesus 
different from any other human? [Take responses.] 
This is our big picture answer: Jesus is God’s One 
and Only Son. The Bible tells us that Jesus is 
different from any other man—He is fully God, and 
He is fully human too.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • When Jesus was on earth, Jesus had a family. He 

had parents on earth—Mary and Joseph—but His 
true Father is God. God sent Jesus to keep His 
promises to Abraham and David. Jesus rescues people 
from sin and makes them part of God’s family.

Sing “What Makes Jesus Different” and “God’s Only Son ” 
as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “I Am With You.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for sending a Savior through 

Abraham and David’s family. Thank You that, 
through Jesus, we can part of Your family! Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “What Makes Jesus 

Different” song 
• “God’s Only Son” 

song
• “I Am With You” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)

11God the Son
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SESSION TITLE: From Abraham to Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 1:1-17
MAIN POINT: Jesus had a family.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus diffe ent? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Sing “Father Abraham”
Lead preschoolers in singing “Father Abraham” with the 
traditional motions. If you are unfamiliar with the song, 
check it out online before class.
SAY • Jesus had a family. Jesus was part of Abraham’s 

family. Before Abraham even had one son, God 
promised him that he would have more people in his 
family than Abraham would ever be able to count! 

Build a house
Invite children to build a house out of blocks. Encourage 
older preschoolers to build different rooms in the house.
SAY • Most of the time, we live in houses with members of 

our families. Jesus had a family, and He lived with 
them as He was growing up. His parents on earth 
were Mary and Joseph, but God is Jesus’ true Father. 

Play in sand
Place a plastic tub filled with a few inches of sand on a 
tablecloth-covered table. Hide people figures in the sand. 
Invite preschoolers to use sand toys to discover the people 
figures. Preschoolers may also play out family beach scenes. 
SAY • Long ago, God told Abraham that his family would 

• 
LOW PREP

• blocks

LOW PREP

• plastic tub
• plastic tablecloth
• play sand 
• plastic people 

figures 
• sand toys

12 Preschool Worship Guide
Unit 19 • Session 1
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have more people than there are grains of sand on 
the seashore. God said the whole world would be 
blessed through Abraham’s family. God sent Jesus to 
keep His promise to Abraham. Jesus is God’s One 
and Only Son. Jesus came to rescue the world from 
sin and make people part of God’s family. 

Work Bible story puzzles
Gather Bible story pictures from past units that show Jesus’ 
relatives mentioned in the Bible story. Cut each picture into 
four to six pieces and place them in a ziplock bag. Give a 
preschooler a puzzle and invite him to assemble it. Tell the 
preschooler about the person in the puzzle and how they are 
part of Jesus’ family on earth. 
SAY • Jesus had a family. We learned about many of the 

people in Jesus’ family as we have been hearing 
stories from the Bible. Jesus had parents on earth—
Mary and Joseph—but His true Father is God. God 
sent Jesus to keep His promises to Abraham and 
David. Jesus rescues people from sin and makes them 
part of God’s family. 

Fingerprint family
Provide paper and washable ink pads. Invite a preschooler 
to make one finger print on her paper for each member of 
her family. Then she may use markers or crayons to draw 
faces and bodies to complete the picture of her family. 
SAY • Jesus had a family. The Bible tells us He had a mom 

and dad, as well as siblings and grandparents. What 
makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One and Only 
Son. 

Transition to large group closing

• past Bible story 
pictures

• scissors (adult use) 
• ziplock bags

• paper
• washable ink pad
• crayons
• wet wipes (for 

cleanup)

• countdown video 
(optional)

13God the Son
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Who is God’s Son? (Jesus)
2. Who was Jesus’ dad on earth? Who was Jesus’ 

mom? (Joseph, Mary)
3. Can you remember some of the names of Jesus’ 

ancestors? (Answers will vary.)
4. Why did Jesus come to earth? (to save people from 

sin)
5. What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.
SAY • Long ago, God made a plan to send Jesus to earth to 

save us from our sin. God promised that Jesus would 
come through Abraham’s family, and God kept that 
promise. Jesus had a family. In many ways, Jesus is 
like you and me, but something made Jesus different. 
What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One and 
Only Son.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY •  God, thank You for sending Jesus into the world 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Into the World” 

song
• “What Makes Jesus 

Different” song 

SESSION TITLE: From Abraham to Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 1:1-17
MAIN POINT: Jesus had a family.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus diffe ent? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.

Large Group CLOSING

14 Preschool Worship Guide
Unit 19 • Session 1
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to save us from our sin. Thank You for keeping the 
promises You made to Abraham and David. Help us 
to turn from our sin and follow You so that we can 
be part of Your family. Amen. 

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity and the reasons for it. If you are not 
participating in a missions activity, talk about how we can 
tell people about Jesus and pray that they will follow Him 
so they can be part of God’s family. You may also show the 
“Jesus Brings Joy” video.
SAY • Monica and Crystal live in Mali, where they work 

with the Senufo-Supyire (sen OO foh soo PEER ay) 
people. Monica and Crystal tell these people stories 
from the Bible. One of the men put his trust in Jesus 
and was baptized! Let’s pray that more of the Senufo-
Supyire people believe the good news about Jesus 
through Monica and Crystal’s stories.

Share family favorites
Mark off six sections on a paper plate. Label them Dinner, 
Snack, Drink, Job, Animal, and Game. Draw simple images 
for each category. Use a construction paper arrow and a 
paper fastener to make the plate a spinner. Invite a child to 
spin the spinner. Call on two children per spin to tell their 
father’s or mother’s favorite item in that category. Offer 
suggestions if preschoolers are not sure of family favorites.
SAY • Jesus had a family. Joseph raised Jesus as his own 

son. The Bible tells us that Joseph’s job was a 
carpenter. Jesus was a carpenter too, just like Joseph. 
Jesus’ true Father is God. Jesus did the work God 
the Father gave Him to do. God sent Jesus to rescue 
people from sin and make them part of God’s family.

• “Jesus Brings Joy” 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child

• paper plate
• marker 
• construction paper
• scissors
• paper fastener

Tip: Be sensitive to 
each child’s family 
situation.

15God the Son
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head1 (Use character style 
“head1a” after first word)

outline_nested
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Use Week of:

2

Leader BIBLE STUDY

God’s people had not heard a clear message from God for 
hundreds of years. Then one day, Gabriel—an angel of 
the Lord—told a man that his wife, Elizabeth, was going 
to have a baby. The baby’s name would be John. Then the 
angel Gabriel appeared to Mary and told her that she would 
have a baby, and her baby would be God’s Son.

Mary and Elizabeth were relatives. Elizabeth was old 
and barren; she and her husband, Zechariah, had no 

Mary Praised God

BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 1:26-56
MAIN POINT: Jesus’ mother was Mary.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus diffe ent? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 20

SMALL GROUP 
ACTIVITIES 

(25–30 MINUTES)
PAGE 22

LARGE GROUP 
CLOSING

(10+ MINUTES)
PAGE 24

UNIT 19
Session 2

Unit 19 • Session 2

16 Preschool Worship Guide
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each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

2

children. Mary was a young girl—likely in her early teens. 
She was a virgin, engaged to be married to Joseph. The 
announcements of these pregnancies were miraculous for 
both women. Both babies had been foretold by the prophet 
Isaiah—John in Isaiah 40:3 and Jesus in Isaiah 7:14.

The angel Gabriel told Mary that Elizabeth was pregnant 
too, and Mary hurried to see her. The journey would not 
have been easy. Mary traveled nearly one hundred miles 
to see Elizabeth, and her arrival brought great joy to both 
Elizabeth and Elizabeth’s unborn baby. In the presence 
of the unborn Messiah, John leaped in Elizabeth’s womb. 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, and she said, 
“Mary, you are blessed!”

The story of Mary’s visit with Elizabeth gives us a 
remarkable picture of women living by faith. Being a 
young, unwed pregnant woman could have caused Mary to 
worry. Instead, her response is marked by her trust in God. 
Mary’s song reflects her knowledge of God’s Word and her 
understanding of who God is.

Mary worshiped God because the coming of the promised 
Savior was good news! As you teach, remind preschoolers 
that people had been waiting hundreds of years for the 
Messiah. Being the mother of Jesus would be no small task, 
but Mary trusted that God was in charge.

17God the Son
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Mary Praised God
Luke 1:26-56

One day God sent an angel named Gabriel to a town 
in Galilee called Nazareth. The angel went to visit a young 
woman named Mary. She was engaged to be married to 
Joseph.

The angel said to Mary, “Be happy! God is happy 
with you. He is with you.” Mary was afraid and did not 
understand. Why would God be happy with her? She 
hadn’t done anything special.

The angel said, “Do not be afraid, Mary.” He said 
that Mary was going to have a very special baby. The 
baby’s name would be Jesus.

“The baby will be very important,” the angel said. “He 
will be a king!”

Mary asked the angel, “How can that happen?”
The angel said, “God will be the father of the baby. The 

baby will be God’s Son.”
The angel Gabriel told Mary that her relative 

Elizabeth was going to have a baby, even though she was 
old and had never had any children. The angel said, “God 
can do anything!”

Mary said, “May everything you said happen. I am 
God’s servant.” Then the angel left.

Mary hurried to Elizabeth’s house. The baby in 
Elizabeth’s belly leaped for joy! God’s Spirit was with 
Elizabeth, and she said, “God has blessed you, Mary! 
And He will bless your baby too.”

Mary was so happy. She praised God with a song 
about how great He is.

God was going to do big things through Jesus. God 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Act it out: 
Invite three small 
group leaders or 
preschoolers to 
pantomime the story 
as Mary, Elizabeth, 
and Gabriel while 
you read it aloud.

• Tell a 
monologue: Invite 
a teenager to class 
to dress up as Mary 
and tell the story as 
a monologue from 
Mary’s perspective.

The BIBLE STORY
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would keep His promise to bless the whole world. Mary 
stayed with Elizabeth about three months, and then she 
went back home.

Christ Connection: Mary wanted to do God’s plan. Being 
Jesus’ mother would be hard, but she wanted God to be praised. 
Jesus also brought praise to His Father. He gave up His life and 
died on the cross to rescue people from sin.

19God the Son
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, 
sing an action song such as “He Is G-O-D” to engage them 
and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by leading 
preschoolers in “What Makes Jesus Different.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
SAY • What do you do when you want to celebrate? Let’s all 

stand up and celebrate! [Lead preschoolers to jump up 
and down, dance around, or simply smile a big smile.] 
OK, let’s sit down. Has anyone ever told you news 
that was so good, you couldn’t help but celebrate? 
Mary was a young girl who received some really 
amazing news from God in today’s Bible story. Listen 
to find out what she did because she was so happy.

Open your Bible to Luke 1. Show the video or tell the Bible 
story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the bolded 
version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place the “Globe” printable at 1 Timothy 1:15 in your 
Bible. Invite a few volunteers to come up one at a time and 
open the Bible to the key passage. Invite preschoolers to 

• “He Is G-O-D ” song
• “What Makes Jesus 

Different” song 

• Bible
• “Mary Praised God” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• “Globe” printable
• Key Passage Poster
• “Into the World” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Mary Praised God
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 1:26-56
MAIN POINT: Jesus’ mother was Mary.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus diffe ent? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.
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say the key passage after you. Point to each word of the key 
passage on the key passage poster as you say the key passage 
together several times.
SAY • God sent Jesus into the world to save us, and Jesus 

came into the world as a baby. God gave Him a 
mother to take care of Him. Jesus’ mother was 
Mary. When Jesus was a grown man, He died on the 
cross and came back to life to rescue sinners. This 
was God’s plan all along!

Sing the key passage song “Into the World” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Our big picture question is, What makes Jesus 

different? Jesus is God’s One and Only Son. Jesus’ 
mother was Mary, but God is His Father. No person 
on earth is like Jesus. He is the only One who could 
save us from sin.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus’ mother was Mary. Mary was willing to follow 

God’s plan, even though being Jesus’ mother would 
not be easy. Mary wanted to bring praise to God. 
Jesus brought praise to His Father by dying on the 
cross to save people from sin.

Sing “What Makes Jesus Different” and “There Is Only 
One” as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for 
prayer by singing “I Am With You.” You may also collect an 
offering. 
SAY •  God, You are worthy to be praised. Mary praised You 

after she found out that she would be the mother of 
Your One and Only Son, Jesus. Help us to praise You 
with our songs and our lives. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “What Makes Jesus 

Different” song 
• “There Is Only One” 

song
• “I Am With You” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Mary Praised God
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 1:26-56
MAIN POINT: Jesus’ mother was Mary.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus diffe ent? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Leap for joy
Tell preschoolers to “leap for joy.” Encourage preschoolers 
to jump as high as they can with their arms high in the air. 
Then direct the children to sit down in a circle and listen 
carefully for their name. As soon as a child hears her name, 
she will leap. And if you say “Jesus,” everyone will leap!
SAY • Jesus’ mother was Mary. The baby inside Elizabeth’s 

belly leaped for joy when Mary arrived. Can you 
believe it? Elizabeth’s baby was already praising God 
for sending Jesus. Let’s all leap as high as we can one 
more time to praise God for Jesus! 

Talk about worshiping God
Print the “Worship Pictures.” Gather preschoolers in a 
circle. Hold up one image at a time. Ask the children, 
“How can you worship God in this situation?” Call on 
children to respond. Gently direct the discussion.
SAY • Mary worshiped God by trusting God’s plan for her 

to be Jesus’ mother. Mary also worshiped God with 
her words when she was with her relative Elizabeth. 
How can we worship God? We can trust God and 
obey, even when it is hard. We can sing songs of 
worship to Him. What else can we do?

LOW PREP

• “Worship Pictures” 
printable
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Play out going on a trip 
Encourage preschoolers to play out packing for a trip.
SAY •  Mary hurried to visit Elizabeth after the angel told 

her the good news. Jesus’ mother was Mary. Mary 
wanted to do God’s plan. Mary praised God for His 
plan. Jesus also brought praise to His Father. He gave 
up His life and died on the cross to rescue people 
from sin.

Look at books about babies 
Gather an assortment of books about babies. Choose books 
with many pictures, but make sure all pictures are age-
appropriate.
SAY •  Jesus’ mother was Mary. The angel told Mary her 

baby would be very important. He would be a king! 
The angel said, “God will be the Father of the baby. 
The baby will be God’s Son.” What makes Jesus 
different? Jesus is God’s One and Only Son.

Create dimensional mom pictures
Glue an 8-inch circle cut from construction paper onto 
a full sheet of construction paper for each preschooler. 
Provide art supplies such as construction paper, scissors, 
glue, yarn, googly eyes, and fabric scraps as well as crayons 
and markers. Guide preschoolers to create a dimensional 
picture of their mom using the materials provided.
SAY • God is kind to give us mothers to care for us. Jesus’ 

mother was Mary. God sent Jesus to earth to rescue 
people from sin. 

Transition to large group closing

• small luggage
• clothing
• empty travel toiletry 

bottles 

• books about babies

• construction paper
• glue stick 
• scissors
• yarn 
• googly eyes 
• fabric scraps
• crayons
• markers

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. What angel visited Mary? (Gabriel)
2. Who is the true Father of Mary’s baby? (God)
3. What would be the name of Mary’s baby? (Jesus)
4. What did the baby in Elizabeth’s belly do when he 

heard Mary? (leaped for joy)
5. What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.
SAY • Long ago, God planned to send Jesus into the 

world as a baby. God chose a mother for Jesus. 
Jesus’ mother was Mary. Mary wanted to do God’s 
plan. Mary praised God for all He was going to do 
through Jesus, this very special baby. What makes 
Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One and Only Son. 
Jesus saves us from our sin.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, You are worthy of all our praise. Help us to 

want to do Your plan, even when we don’t fully 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Into the World” 

song
• “What Makes Jesus 

Different” song 

SESSION TITLE: Mary Praised God
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 1:26-56
MAIN POINT: Jesus’ mother was Mary.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus diffe ent? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.

Large Group CLOSING
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understand it. Thank You that You planned to send 
Jesus all along. We give Him praise for rescuing us 
from our sin!

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how Elizabeth was right when she said Mary and 
her baby were blessed. God would keep His promise to bless 
the whole world through Jesus. We can tell others about 
Jesus so they can be blessed with eternal life. You may also 
show the “Testimonial: Carson Floyd” video.
SAY • When Mary visited Elizabeth, she used her words to 

praise God and tell about the good things He did 
for people. God gave Carson the words to share the 
good news about Jesus with two boys who were eager 
to know about Him. Let’s pray for Carson and both 
of these boys, that as they continue to grow up, they 
will tell more and more people about Jesus. Let’s also 
ask God to give us the courage to tell our friends 
about Jesus. 

Play with transportation toys
Provide cars, trucks, airplanes, buses, and people figures for 
preschooler to pretend to visit family and friends. Remind 
preschoolers that Mary went to see her relative Elizabeth. 
Before Mary could even tell Elizabeth her good news, the 
baby in her belly leaped for joy! God was going to do big 
things through Jesus. God would keep His promise to bless 
the whole world.

• “Testimonial: Carson 
Floyd” video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printables, 
1 per child

• transportation toys
• people figures
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Leader BIBLE STUDY

Do you think it was just by chance that Caesar Augustus 
called for a census? Did it just so happen that Mary and 
Joseph were traveling to Bethlehem—the very place the 
Messiah was prophesied to be born? (Micah 5:2) God is in 
control of all things, which He showed by using a pagan 
emperor to bring about His plan.

After Jesus was born, Mary laid Him in a manger. A king 
in a manger! It was so unlikely. But Jesus was no ordinary 

Jesus Was Born

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 2:1-12; Luke 2:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born as God promised.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus diffe ent? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 30

SMALL GROUP 
ACTIVITIES 

(25–30 MINUTES)
PAGE 32

LARGE GROUP 
CLOSING

(10+ MINUTES)
PAGE 34

UNIT 19
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baby. He was God’s Son, sent in the most humble of 
positions, “not to be served, but to serve, and to give His 
life—a ransom for many” (Matt. 20:28).

Imagine the shepherds’ surprise when an angel of the Lord 
suddenly appeared. The Bible says that they were terrified! 
But the angel brought them “good news of great joy.” (See 
Luke 2:10-11.) The people of Israel were well aware of 
their need for a Savior. They made sacrifices daily to atone 
for their sin. Finally, a Savior had come who would be the 
perfect sacrifice for sin, once and for all.

Not only did Jesus come into the world as the Savior, He 
came as our King. Some time after Jesus’ birth, wise men 
came to worship Jesus. They brought Him gifts suitable for 
a king—gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Jesus is the King 
who will rule forever, just as God promised King David. 
(See 2 Sam. 7.)

When you share this story with preschoolers, remind them 
that Jesus came because we needed Him. The purpose of 
Jesus’ birth was twofold: to bring glory to God and to make 
peace between God and those who trust in Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. Celebrating the birth of Jesus is about rejoicing 
over the greatest gift we could ever receive. God’s own Son 
came to earth to be our Savior and our King.
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Jesus Was Born
Matthew 2:1-12; Luke 2:1-20

When Mary was pregnant with Baby Jesus, a man 
named Caesar Augustus sent out an order to all the people 
in the land: “Everyone must go to his hometown to be 
counted!” Caesar Augustus was the emperor of Rome, and 
he wanted a list of all the people who were living in the 
land.

Since Joseph was part of King David’s family, he and 
Mary left Nazareth and traveled to Bethlehem, the city of 
David.

While they were there, Mary was ready to have her 
baby. Mary and Joseph looked for a safe place to stay, but 
every place was full. So Mary and Joseph found a place 
where animals were kept, and that is where Mary had her 
baby, Jesus. She wrapped Him in cloth and laid Him in a 
manger.

Nearby, some shepherds were in the fields watching 
after their sheep. All of a sudden, an angel of the Lord 
stood in front of them. A bright light shone around the 
shepherds, and they were scared!

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid! I have 
good news for you: Today a Savior, who is Messiah the 
Lord, was born for you in the city of David.” Then the 
angel said, “Go find the baby. He will be wrapped in 
cloth and lying in a manger.”

Then many angels appeared! They praised God and 
said, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on 
earth to people He favors!”

The shepherds went straight to Bethlehem to find 
Baby Jesus. They found Him, and they told others about 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use props: Keep 
a set of props out 
of sight and pull 
them out as you 
tell the Bible story. 
Suggested props: 
flashlight (bright 
light), shepherd’s 
staff (shepherds), 
plastic crown (king), 
gifts (wise men). 

• Use a nativity 
set: Use the pieces 
of the nativity set to 
tell the story. Add 
nativity figures as you 
come to the Bible 
person in the Bible 
story.  

The BIBLE STORY
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Him. Everyone who heard about Jesus was surprised 
and amazed. The shepherds returned to their fields. They 
praised God because everything had happened just as the 
angel had said.

Some time later, wise men came to visit Jesus. They 
asked King Herod, “Where is the king of the Jews? We 
want to worship Him.” King Herod was angry. A new 
king? Herod was king! Herod told the wise men to find 
Jesus.

“Tell me where He is so I can worship Him, too,” 
Herod said. But Herod was lying. Herod did not want to 
worship the new king; he wanted to kill Him!

The wise men followed a star in the sky and found 
Jesus. They fell to their knees and worshiped Jesus. Then 
they gave Him gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

When it was time for the wise men to go home, God 
warned them in a dream not to tell Herod where Jesus 
was. So they took a different way home.

Christ Connection: Jesus was born! This was very good 
news! Jesus was not like other babies. Jesus is God’s Son. God 
sent Jesus to earth from heaven. Jesus came into the world to 
save people from their sins and to be their King forever.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, 
sing an action song such as “He Is G-O-D” to engage them 
and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by leading 
preschoolers in “What Makes Jesus Different.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Count the preschoolers one-by-one out loud.
SAY • In today’s Bible story, everyone had to go to his 

hometown to be counted. Since Joseph was part 
of King David’s family, he and Mary traveled to 
Bethlehem, the city of David. God said long ago that 
His Son would be born in Bethlehem.

Open your Bible to Matthew 2 or Luke 2. Show the video 
or tell the Bible story using the provided storytelling 
helps. Use the bolded version of the Bible story for young 
preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place the “Globe” printable at 1 Timothy 1:15 in your 
Bible. Invite a few volunteers to come up one at a time and 
open the Bible to the key passage. Invite preschoolers to 
say the key passage aloud with you. Make it fun by using 

• “He Is G-O-D ” song
• “What Makes Jesus 

Different” song 

• Bible
• “Jesus Was Born” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• “Globe” printable
• Key Passage Poster
• “Into the World” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 2:1-12; Luke 2:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born as God promised.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus diffe ent? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.
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different voices such as a quiet voice, mousy voice, loud 
voice, deep, voice and so forth.
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that God sent Jesus into 

the world to save sinners. Do you know who a sinner 
is? Sinners are people who break God’s rules. That is 
you and me—all of us. We are sinners. God sent His 
very own Son to save you and me.

Sing the key passage song “Into the World” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Let’s see if you remember our big picture question 

and answer. What makes Jesus different? [Invite 
children to respond.] That’s right, Jesus is God’s One 
and Only Son. Jesus is the Lord. Jesus is the King. 
God sent Jesus into the world to save us from our 
sin. This is the greatest news ever!

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus was born as God promised. Jesus was not like 

other babies. Jesus is God’s One and Only Son. God 
sent Jesus to earth from heaven. Jesus came into the 
world to save people from their sins and to be their 
King forever. This is something to celebrate!

Sing “What Makes Jesus Different” and “God’s Only Son ” 
as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “I Am With You.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for sending Your One and Only Son 

into the world to save sinners. Help us worship Him, 
praise Him, and tell others about Him. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• “What Makes Jesus 

Different” song
• “God’s Only Son” 

song
• “I Am With You” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 2:1-12; Luke 2:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born as God promised.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus diffe ent? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Work animal puzzles
Set out an assortment of puzzles featuring animals. Invite 
children to perform the sounds the animals make. 
SAY •  Mary and Joseph looked for a safe place to stay in 

Bethlehem, but every place was full. So Mary and 
Joseph found a place where animals were kept, and 
that is where Mary had Baby Jesus. Jesus was born 
as God promised. God sent Jesus to earth to save 
people from their sin and to be their King forever.

Build a stable
Invite children to use blocks to build a stable. Encourage 
preschoolers to wrap a baby doll in a blanket and place it in 
the block stable. 
SAY • Jesus was born as God promised. But He was not 

born where you might expect God’s very own Son 
to be born. Jesus was born in a stable, where the 
animals lived. He was placed in a manger, where the 
animal’s food was kept. 

Make play dough shapes
Provide play dough and candy cane cookie cutters to make 
shepherd’s staffs. Provide barnyard animal cookie cutters to 

• 
• animal puzzles

LOW PREP

• blocks
• baby doll 
• blankets

• play dough
• candy cane cookie 

cutters
• animal cookie 

cutters
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make the animals in the stable where Jesus was born 
SAY • God sent His angels to tell the shepherds about Jesus’ 

birth. God wanted all people to know about Jesus. 
God wanted the rich and the poor, the powerful and 
the lowly, the old and the young to hear the good 
news. Jesus was born as God promised to rescue 
people of all kinds from their sin. 

Make a handprint manger
Cut out one circle and one oval for each preschooler 
construction paper. Lead children to draw a face on the 
circle for Jesus’ head and cloth on the oval for His body.

Paint a child’s right hand with brown finger paint, and 
help her place her whole hand on a piece of paper to make a 
“manger.” Invite her to use yellow paper strips to make hay 
in the manger. Glue the Baby Jesus shapes on the yellow 
paper strips. Write the main point on each child’s artwork. 
SAY • Jesus was born as God promised. This was very 

good news! Jesus was not like other babies. Jesus is 
God’s Son. Jesus came into the world to save people 
from their sin and to be their King forever.  

Count cotton ball sheep
Label five cups with numbers 1–5 and the corresponding 
number of dots. Encourage the children to count out the 
appropriate number of cotton balls and place them in the 
correct cup. Help preschoolers count as needed.
SAY • These cotton balls look like the wool on sheep! Do 

you remember hearing about sheep in our story? 
The angels told the shepherds good news! God sent 
Jesus to earth from heaven. Jesus was born as God 
promised! 

Transition to large group closing

• construction paper
• scissors (adult use) 
• crayons or markers
• washable brown 

finger paint
• glue

• cotton balls
• plastic cups, 5
• marker

Option: You may 
invite preschoolers 
to use plastic 
tweezers or rubber-
tipped tongs to 
improve their fine 
motor skills as they 
count the sheep.

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Why was Jesus born where animals were kept? 
(There was no room anywhere else.)

2. To whom did the angels appear? (shepherds)
3. Who followed the star to find Jesus? (wise men)
4. What did the wise men bring Jesus? (gifts)
5. What happened just as God promised? (Jesus was 

born as God promised.) 
6. What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.
SAY • Jesus is the King who deserves our praise and 

worship. Angels praised God for sending Jesus to 
be our Savior. The shepherds looked for Jesus and 
told others about Him. Later on, wise men came 
a long way to worship Jesus. They gave Him gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. Jesus was born as God 
promised. 

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Into the World” 

song
• “What Makes Jesus 

Different” song 

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 2:1-12; Luke 2:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus was born as God promised.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus diffe ent? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.

Large Group CLOSING
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SAY • God, thank You for sending Jesus to rescue Your 
people. You promised to send Him to save us from 
our sin, and You kept Your promise. Help us to 
praise Him like the angels, tell others about Him like 
the shepherds, and bow down before Him like the 
wise men. Jesus is our King forever! We worship Him 
today! Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how missionaries use stories to explain the good 
news. You may also show the “Learning the Stories” video.
SAY • Kimberly Cain and her husband are Christian 

workers in West Africa. Even though some of the 
children in their area don’t go to school, Kimberly 
gathers them together to teach stories from the Bible. 
Kimberly wants the children to know that God can 
use them to make a big difference in the world! God 
can use you to make a big difference in the world, 
too! You can make a difference by praying for people 
to trust in Jesus and by telling others about Him. 

Tell the good news 
Assign each preschooler a partner or gather children in 
groups of three. Remind preschoolers that the angel told 
shepherds about Jesus and the shepherds told everyone 
about Jesus, on their way home. Invite preschoolers to 
take turns telling their partners the good news about Jesus. 
Change up partners or groups and play again.

• “Learning the 
Stories” video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child
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Leader BIBLE STUDY

The Book of Luke records just two narratives about Jesus’ 
childhood: His dedication (Luke 2:21-40) and His time at 
the temple when He was 12 years old (Luke 2:41-52). Both 
stories set the stage for Jesus’ ministry on earth as an adult.

Mary and Joseph were faithful Jews. They had dedicated 
the baby Jesus according to the law of Moses, and they 
traveled to Jerusalem each year to celebrate Passover. God 
had commanded the men to appear before Him three 
times a year to observe certain festivals. (See Deut. 16:16.) 

Jesus at the Temple

BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:40-52
MAIN POINT: Jesus came to earth to do God’s plan.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus diffe ent? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 40

SMALL GROUP 
ACTIVITIES 

(25–30 MINUTES)
PAGE 42

LARGE GROUP 
CLOSING

(10+ MINUTES)
PAGE 44

UNIT 19
Session 4

Unit 19 • Session 4
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Once a year, those who followed God’s law would travel to 
Jerusalem—often in large groups—to celebrate Passover.

In Bible times, a Jewish boy became a man at 13. His 
father would train him to take on all the responsibilities of 
adulthood, social and spiritual. Joseph was a carpenter, and 
he likely trained Jesus in his trade. When Mary and Joseph 
went to Jerusalem, Joseph might have taken Jesus around 
the city to teach Him the significance of the temple and 
explain the purpose of the Passover feast.

Jesus’ parents started the journey back home after the feast. 
They assumed Jesus was among their traveling companions, 
but He wasn’t. Jesus had stayed behind at the temple. Mary 
and Joseph traveled for a day before they noticed Jesus was 
missing. They went back to Jerusalem and found Him at 
the temple.

When Mary asked why He had done this, Jesus answered 
Mary’s question with a question: “Didn’t you know that I 
had to be in My Father’s house?” Mary and Joseph did not 
understand. But Jesus is God’s Son, and it was necessary 
that He honor His true Father. In all this, Jesus did not sin.

The Bible does not give many details about Jesus’ 
childhood, but we do know that as Jesus got older, He grew 
in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and with 
people. Jesus carried out God’s plan to reconcile the world 
to Himself. (2 Cor. 5:19
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Jesus at the Temple
Luke 2:40-52

Every year, Jesus’ parents took a trip. They went to 
the city of Jerusalem for a special holiday called Passover. 
On Passover, the Jewish people got together to remember 
when God saved His people from slavery in Egypt. They 
celebrated all the things God had done for them.

When Jesus was 12 years old, He went with Mary and 
Joseph to Jerusalem. After the celebration, Mary and 
Joseph started to go home. They traveled with a large 
group of people, but Jesus was not with them. Mary and 
Joseph thought that Jesus was somewhere in the group, 
but He had stayed behind in Jerusalem.

Mary and Joseph walked for a whole day. Then 
they started looking for Jesus. They searched among 
their friends and family, but they could not find Jesus 
anywhere!

Mary and Joseph hurried back to Jerusalem. They 
looked for Jesus, but they could not find Him. Jerusalem 
was a big city, and Jesus was just a boy.

Finally, Mary and Joseph found Jesus. He was in the 
temple, sitting with the teachers. Jesus was listening to 
the teachers, and He asked them questions. The people 
were surprised at how much Jesus understood.

Jesus’ parents were surprised too. Mary said, “Son, 
why have You done this? Your father and I were worried. 
We’ve been looking everywhere for You.”

Jesus asked, “Why were you looking for Me? Didn’t 
you know that I had to be in My Father’s house?”

God is Jesus’ Father, but Mary and Joseph did not 
understand what Jesus was talking about. Jesus went home 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Make it 
interactive: 
Invite children to 
stomp their feet as 
if walking when you 
say a traveling word, 
make binocular 
eyes when you say 
a searching word, 
and point to heaven 
when you refer 
to God. 

• Invite guests: 
Before class, invite 
two adult helpers 
to dress in Bible 
times clothes 
and pantomime 
searching for Jesus as 
Mary and Joseph. If 
you use a projector, 
project the Bible 
story picture when 
they “find” Jesus.

The BIBLE STORY
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with Mary and Joseph. He always obeyed them. Mary 
remembered these things.

Jesus grew taller and wiser. God was happy with Him, 
and so was everyone who knew Him.

Christ Connection: As Jesus got older, He became strong and 
wise. God blessed Jesus, and Jesus got ready to do what God sent 
Him to do. God sent Jesus into the world to die on the cross and 
rescue people from sin.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, 
sing an action song such as “He Is G-O-D” to engage them 
and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by leading 
preschoolers in “What Makes Jesus Different.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
SAY • Have you ever gotten lost while out with your 

family? What should you do when you are unable 
to find your mom and dad? [Invite preschoolers to 
respond.] In today’s Bible story, Mary and Joseph 
could not find Jesus, but He was not lost. Listen to 
our Bible story to find out where He was. 

Open your Bible to Luke 2. Show the video or tell the Bible 
story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the bolded 
version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place the “Globe” printable at 1 Timothy 1:15 in your 
Bible. Invite a few volunteers to come up one at a time and 
open the Bible to the key passage. Say the key passage as 
a group several times. Then mouth the key passage while 
preschoolers say it out loud. Continue until all children are 

• “He Is G-O-D ” song
• “What Makes Jesus 

Different” song 

• Bible
• “Jesus at the 

Temple” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• “Globe” printable
• Key Passage Poster
• “Into the World” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus at the Temple
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:40-52
MAIN POINT: Jesus came to earth to do God’s plan.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus diffe ent? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.
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saying the key passage out loud.
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners. Jesus came to earth to do 
God’s plan. All His life, Jesus loved God, followed 
God, obeyed God, and trusted God. Then Jesus died 
on the cross to rescue people from sin, just as God 
planned before the beginning of the world.

Sing the key passage song “Into the World” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • We have been learning that Jesus is different from 

other people. When Jesus was in the temple, He 
surprised everyone at how much He understood. He 
was only 12 years old. What makes Jesus different? 
Jesus is God’s One and Only Son. Jesus understood 
so much because Jesus is God the Son. 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus came to earth to do God’s plan. As Jesus got 

older, He became strong and wise. God blessed Jesus, 
and Jesus got ready to do what God sent Him to do. 
God sent Jesus into the world to die on the cross and 
rescue people from sin. Jesus came to earth to do 
God’s plan. 

Sing “What Makes Jesus Different” and “There Is Only 
One” as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for 
prayer by singing “I Am With You.” You may also collect an 
offering. 
SAY • God, You planned all along to send Jesus. As we grow 

up, we want to grow taller and wiser like Jesus. We 
also want to make You happy like Jesus did. Thank 
You for forgiving us when we do not. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “What Makes Jesus 

Different” song 
• “There Is Only One” 

song
• “I Am With You” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus at the Temple
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:40-52
MAIN POINT: Jesus came to earth to do God’s plan.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus diffe ent? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Sing a song
To the tune of “Are You Sleeping?” sing :

“ Where is Jesus? Where is Jesus? [Make searching 
motions.] 
‘Here I am, here I am!’ [Wave.] 
Where were You this morning? [Make a questioning 
gesture.] 
‘I was in the temple!’ [Make a book with your hands.] 
Let’s go home, let’s go home!” [Motion towards you.]

SAY • Mary and Joseph could not find Jesus. He stayed 
behind to talk with the teachers at the temple. Jesus 
came to earth to do God’s plan. 

Build a temple
Guide preschoolers to use blocks to build a temple. Explain 
that the temple was where God’s people brought offerings 
to worship Him and say they were sorry for their sins. 
SAY • Jesus was in the temple listening to the teachers and 

asking questions. Jesus asked His parents, “Why were 
you looking for Me? Didn’t you know that I had to 
be in My Father’s house?” Jesus came to earth to do 
God’s plan. Jesus was getting ready to do what God 
sent Him to do—rescue people from sin.

LOW PREP

• blocks
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Where is Jesus?
Print and assemble the “Boy Jesus” printable. Turn three 
cups upside down on a table and hide the Jesus cutout 
under one. Shift the cups around for a few seconds while 
preschoolers watch. Invite preschoolers to guess which cup 
Jesus is under. Reveal Jesus, and play again! 
SAY • Jesus was not hiding from His parents. Jesus was in 

His true Father’s house. Jesus came to earth to do 
God’s plan. Jesus was getting ready to do what God 
sent Him to do. God sent Jesus into the world to die 
on the cross and rescue people from sin.

Search for Jesus
Print and assemble the “Boy Jesus” printable. Hide the 
figure in the room. Invite preschoolers to search for Jesus. 
The preschooler who finds Jesus gets to hide the cutout the 
next round. Play until each child has a turn hiding Jesus.
SAY • Jesus was not lost. Jesus was in His Father’s house, 

the temple. Jesus came to earth to do God’s plan. 
As Jesus got older, He became strong and wise. God 
blessed Jesus, and Jesus got ready to do what God 
sent Him to do. God sent Jesus into the world to die 
on the cross and rescue people from sin.

Look at books about church
Set out an assortment of books about people going to 
church for preschoolers to browse.
SAY • Jesus was in the temple listening to the teachers and 

asking them questions. Jesus came to earth to do 
God’s plan. We come to church to learn about how 
God sent Jesus into the world. Jesus died on the cross 
and came back to life to rescue people from sin.

Transition to large group closing

• cups, 3
• “Boy Jesus” 

printable

• “Boy Jesus” 
printable

• books about church

• countdown video 
(optional)

43God the Son

005611850_PreWorshipGuide_SPR17.indb   43 8/24/16   12:14 PM



Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. How old was Jesus in our Bible story? (12 years old) 
2. How long did Mary and Joseph walk before they 

started looking for Jesus? (one whole day)
3. Where was Jesus? (in the temple)
4. Why was Jesus in the temple? (It was His true 

Father’s house.)
5. What did Jesus come to do? (Jesus came to earth 

to do God’s plan.) 
6. What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.
SAY • Mary and Joseph were worried when they could not 

find Jesus. Jesus was not scared because He was in 
God’s temple, and God is Jesus’ true Father. Jesus 
came to earth to do God’s plan. Jesus came to die 
for sinners like you and me so that God can be our 
heavenly Father.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Into the World” 

song
• “What Makes Jesus 

Different” song 

SESSION TITLE: Jesus at the Temple
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:40-52
MAIN POINT: Jesus came to earth to do God’s plan.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus diffe ent? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.

Large Group CLOSING
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SAY • God, Jesus is not like anyone else. Jesus always did 
the right thing. He always loved You more than 
anything else. We do not always do the right thing, 
but Jesus gave up His life for us, so that when we do 
wrong, we can be forgiven. Thank You for sending 
Jesus to earth to do Your plan. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how we can also do God’s plan by telling others 
about Jesus and how He came to earth to rescue people 
from sin. You may also show the “Isabelle at the Market” 
video.
SAY • The market where Isabelle and her brother went 

shopping was so fun! Did you notice anything you 
would have wanted to buy? Why did Isabelle love 
going to the market? She loved telling people about 
Jesus. She also said that she prays for the people she 
talks to, asking Jesus to save them! Have you ever 
told anyone about Jesus? If not, what do you think 
you would say about Him?

Play out growing up
Invite preschoolers to name things babies can do. Lead 
preschoolers in playing out the actions they describe. Ask 
preschoolers to name things they can do now that they are 
older. Play out those actions as well. Then ask preschoolers 
to name things grown-ups can do that they cannot. Play out 
those actions. Remind preschoolers that as Jesus got older, 
He became strong and wise. God blessed Jesus, and Jesus 
got ready to do what God sent Him to do. God sent Jesus 
into the world to rescue people from sin. 

• “Isabelle at the 
Market” video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printables, 
1 per child
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Zechariah’s son, John, grew up in the wilderness. John’s 
ministry began when God’s word came to him, and he 
began preaching near the Jordan River. John worked to get 
the people ready for the coming of Jesus, fulfilling the Old 
Testament prophecy, “A voice of one crying out: Prepare the 
way of the Lord in the wilderness” (Isa. 40:3).
 
John called the people to repent of their sins, and he 
baptized them in the Jordan River. John also instructed the 

Jesus Was Baptized

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:1-11; Luke 3:21-22; 
John 1:19-34

MAIN POINT: John baptized Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus diffe ent? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 50

SMALL GROUP 
ACTIVITIES 

(25–30 MINUTES)
PAGE 52

LARGE GROUP 
CLOSING

(10+ MINUTES)
PAGE 54

UNIT 19
Session 5

Unit 19 • Session 5
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people on right living. (See Luke 3:10-14.) Some of the 
people suspected that John might be the Messiah, but John 
insisted, “One is coming who is more powerful than I” 
(Luke 3:16).

Jesus came from Galilee to be baptized by John at the 
Jordan River. Wait a second. John was calling people to 
a baptism of repentance. We know Jesus never sinned 
(see Heb. 4:15; 2 Cor. 5:21), so why did Jesus come to 
be baptized? John was right when he said, “I need to be 
baptized by You, and yet You come to me?” (Matt. 3:14).
 
Commentators’ ideas vary about why Jesus was baptized. 
Perhaps He was affirming John’s work. Maybe He was 
identifying with sinners or showing them how they would 
be saved—through His death, burial, and resurrection. Jesus 
answered John, “Allow it for now, because this is the way for 
us to fulfill all righteousness” (Matt. 3:15).
 
As you teach, allow time for preschoolers to ask questions. 
Emphasize that baptism is not what saves us; baptism is a 
way we show that we have been saved. Baptism reminds us 
that when we trust in Jesus, we die to sin and come into a 
new way of life—a life lived for Jesus. (See Rom. 6:3-4.)
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Jesus Was Baptized
Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:1-11; Luke 3:21-22; John 1:19-34

John the Baptist lived in the wilderness—far away 
from the city. His clothes were made out of camel’s hair, 
and his belt was made of leather. When John was hungry, 
he ate locusts and wild honey.

John began telling the people around him, “Repent 
and be baptized! God’s kingdom is coming. It is almost 
here!”

People wondered about John. “Who are you?” they 
asked.

“I am not the Messiah,” John said.
“Who are you, then?” they asked.
Many years before John lived, Isaiah the prophet had 

said, “There is someone shouting in the wilderness. He 
says, ‘Get ready for the Lord; make way for Him!’” John 
was the man Isaiah had talked about! John was born 
with a very important job. He was supposed to get people 
ready for Jesus, the Messiah God promised.

People listened to John, and they started to repent; 
they turned away from their sins and asked God to 
forgive them. Then John baptized them in the Jordan 
River.

John told them, “Someone more powerful than I will 
come after me. I am not good enough to even untie His 
sandals.”

John also said, “I baptize you with water, but He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

At this time, Jesus was in the land of Galilee. He went 
to see John the Baptist at the Jordan River. Jesus asked 
John to baptize Him.

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use puppets: 
Create craft stick 
puppets using 
cutouts of a stick 
figure John the 
Baptist, a crowd of 
people, Jesus, and 
a dove. You may 
also allow older 
preschoolers to hold 
the puppets and 
bring them forward 
at the right time.

• Use another 
voice: Before 
the session, enlist 
someone to record 
the words spoken 
by the voice 
from heaven and 
play them at the 
appropriate time. You 
may also invite an off 
stage voice to speak 
the words. 

The BIBLE STORY
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John was surprised. He didn’t think he should baptize 
Jesus.

John said, “I need You to baptize me. Why do you 
want me to baptize you?” John only baptized people who 
were sorry for their sins. Jesus never sinned!

Jesus said, “Let me be baptized. God says this is the 
right thing to do.”

So John baptized Jesus. When Jesus came up from the 
water, the sky suddenly opened. Jesus saw God’s Spirit 
coming down on Him. The Spirit was like a dove. Then 
a voice came from heaven. “This is My Son,” the voice 
said. “I love Him, and I am very happy with Him!”

Christ Connection: Jesus never did anything wrong, but 
He was baptized like sinners are baptized. Baptism reminds 
us that Jesus died and came back to life. People who know and 
love Jesus should be baptized too.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, 
sing an action song such as “He Is G-O-D” to engage them 
and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by leading 
preschoolers in “What Makes Jesus Different.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
SAY • Do you remember that when the angel told Mary she 

would be Jesus’ mother? He also said Mary’s relative 
Elizabeth would have a baby too. Elizabeth’s baby 
was John. John and Jesus both grew up to do God’s 
plan. Listen to today’s Bible story to hear how they 
did God’s plan together.

Open your Bible to Luke 2. Show the video or tell the Bible 
story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the bolded 
version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place the “Globe” printable at 1 Timothy 1:15 in your 
Bible. Invite a few volunteers to come up one at a time and 
open the Bible to the key passage. Write each word of the 
key passage on a separate sheet of paper. Choose volunteers 

• “He Is G-O-D ” song
• “What Makes Jesus 

Different” song 

• Bible
• “Jesus Was 

Baptized” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• “Globe” printable
• paper
• marker
• Key Passage Poster
• “Into the World” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Baptized
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:1-11; Luke 3:21-22; 

John 1:19-34
MAIN POINT: John baptized Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus diffe ent? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.
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to hold each paper and stand in order of the key passage. 
Say the key passage as a group several times, leading the sign 
holder to hold up her word at the appropriate time.
SAY •  Our key passage reminds us that Jesus came into 

the world to save sinners. Jesus was baptized like 
sinners are baptized even though He never sinned. 
Baptism reminds us that Jesus died and came back to 
life to rescue people from sin. One day, you may be 
baptized to show the world that Jesus saved you! 

Sing the key passage song “Into the World” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Raise your hand if you remember the answer to our 

big picture question. The question is, What makes 
Jesus different? [Call on children to share the big 
picture answer.] That’s right! Jesus is the One and 
Only Son of God. God showed this after Jesus was 
baptized. God the Father spoke from heaven saying, 
“This is My Son. I love Him, and I am very happy 
with Him.” 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • John baptized Jesus, even though Jesus never did 

anything wrong. Baptism reminds us that Jesus died 
and came back to life. People who know and love 
Jesus should be baptized too.

Sing “What Makes Jesus Different” and “God’s Only Son ” 
as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “I Am With You.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY •  God, You sent Jesus into the world to save us, and 

You were pleased with everything He did. Thank You 
that we can have life forever because of Jesus. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “What Makes Jesus 

Different” song 
• “God’s Only Son” 

song
• “I Am With You” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Baptized
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:1-11; Luke 3:21-22; 

John 1:19-34
MAIN POINT: John baptized Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus diffe ent? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Sing a song
Invite the children to stand in a circle. Sing “Head, 
Shoulders, Knees, and Toes” with corresponding motions. 
Start slowly and get progressively faster.
SAY • John baptized Jesus. John placed Jesus’ whole body 

under the water: His head, shoulders, knees, toes, 
and everything in between! Jesus was put under water 
and brought back up to show that one day, Jesus 
would die for sin and come back to life. 

Paint with water
Cut a piece of cardboard into squares. Give each child a 
square, a cup of water, and a paintbrush. Invite children to 
“paint” designs on the cardboard with only water.
SAY • Baptism water is like this water. It is just regular 

water. Baptism is a symbol that shows on the outside 
how Jesus has forgiven a person for his or her sin on 
the inside. John baptized Jesus. Even though Jesus 
never did anything wrong, He was baptized like 
sinners are baptized. Baptism reminds us that Jesus 
died and came back to life. People who know and 
love Jesus should be baptized too.

LOW PREP

• cardboard squares, 
1 per child

• paintbrushes
• cups of water
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Sample honey
Provide a plate for each preschooler. Place samples of three 
varieties of honey on each preschoolers plate. Serve apples 
slices. Invite preschoolers to dip the apple slices into the 
different varieties of honey. Discuss any differences in flavor.
SAY •  John the Baptist ate wild honey. Do you think it 

tasted like this honey? John baptized Jesus. Baptism 
reminds us that Jesus died and came back to life. 

Make doves
Print and cut out a “Dove Template” for each preschooler. 
Carefully cut a slit along the cut line. Show preschoolers 
how to fold a sheet of paper to form a fan. Help a 
preschooler slide his fan through the slit in his dove and 
spread out the wings. Use a hole punch and yarn to make a 
loop for preschoolers to hold as they fly their dove.
SAY • John baptized Jesus. When Jesus came up from the 

water, God’s Spirit came down on Jesus like a dove. 
Jesus never did anything wrong, but He was baptized 
like sinners are baptized. Baptism reminds us that 
Jesus died and came back to life. People who know 
and love Jesus should be baptized too.

Hop like grasshoppers to the key passage
Write each word of the key passage on a separate sheet of 
paper. Tape the key passage words in order on the floor. 
Lead preschoolers to hop like grasshoppers to each word of 
the key passage as you say it out loud.
SAY • The locusts John ate were a lot like grasshoppers. 

God gave John a special job. John baptized Jesus. 
Jesus had the most important and hardest job of all. 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners.

Transition to large group closing

• Allergy Alert 
download

• honey, 3 varieties
• plates
• apples 
• knife (teacher use) 
• napkins 
• wipes for cleanup

• “Dove Template” 
printables, 
1 per child

• paper
• hole punch 
• yarn

• paper
• marker
• tape

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. What did John eat when he was in the wilderness? 
(locusts and honey)

2. What was John’s very important job? (getting people 
ready for Jesus)

3. Who baptized Jesus? (John baptized Jesus.) 
4. What happened when Jesus came out of the water? 

(God’s Spirit came down like a dove.)
5. What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son. 
SAY • Jesus came to earth to die for sinners. When Jesus was 

baptized, He was giving people a picture of what He 
had come to do. Jesus was showing the people, “I will 
die, but then I will come back to life!” Jesus came to 
forgive our sins and give us new life. 

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You for this Bible story, which reminds us 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Into the World” 

song
• “What Makes Jesus 

Different” song 

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Baptized
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:1-11; Luke 3:21-22; 

John 1:19-34
MAIN POINT: John baptized Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus diffe ent? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.

Large Group CLOSING
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that we need Jesus to forgive our sin and give us new 
life. We do not have the power to do that ourselves. 
Baptism shows the world what You have done for us. 
We love You. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how we can tell people that Jesus died and came 
back to life to rescue people from sin. Maybe the people 
we tell will believe and be baptized! You may also show the 
“Keep on Truckin’ ” video.
SAY • Big trucks are awesome to look at, and they carry 

important materials inside them. But being a truck 
driver in West Africa is a hard job. The drivers have 
to be far away from their families for days and days. 
But God is so good to them! God brought Christians 
to share Bible stories with them, stories they are eager 
to hear. Let’s pray for Marcellin and the other West 
African Christians who are sharing Bible stories with 
these truckers. Let’s pray for courage and love and 
that many truckers would meet Jesus and share His 
love with other truckers.

Fly doves
Help children tape white streamers to large craft sticks to 
make “doves.” Invite children to “fly” their doves as you 
play music. When the music stops, children will sit down 
to make the doves “land.” Remind preschoolers that after 
John baptized Jesus, God’s Spirit came down on Jesus 
like a dove. Then a voice came from heaven. “This is My 
Son,” the voice said. “I love Him, and I am very happy 
with Him!” 

• “Keep on Truckin’ ” 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printables, 
1 per child

• large craft sticks, 
1 per child

• white crepe 
paper streamers, 
1 per child

• tape
• “What Makes Jesus 

Different” song 
(optional) 

• “Into the World” 
song (optional)
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Leader BIBLE STUDY

After Jesus was baptized, the Holy Spirit led Him into the 
wilderness. Jesus fasted for 40 days, and He was hungry. 
There in the wilderness, the Devil, who is the agent of 
temptation and father of lies, appeared to Jesus. The Devil 
said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, tell these stones to 
become bread.”

If  You are the Son of God? The Devil knew who Jesus 
was. He challenged Jesus to prove it. The Devil wanted to 

Jesus Was Tempted

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 4:1-11
MAIN POINT: Jesus was tempted.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus diffe ent? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 60

SMALL GROUP 
ACTIVITIES 

(25–30 MINUTES)
PAGE 62

LARGE GROUP 
CLOSING

(10+ MINUTES)
PAGE 64

UNIT 19
Session 6

Unit 19 • Session 6
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ruin God’s plan of redemption which was set in motion in 
Genesis 3. In the garden of Eden, Satan used a seemingly 
innocent question to arouse doubt in Eve: “Did God really 
say, ‘You can’t eat from any tree in the garden’?” (Gen. 3:1). 
Adam and Eve ate the fruit God had forbidden them to eat, 
and sin entered the world. 

Jesus came to reverse the curse, to succeed where Adam 
failed. The Devil’s aim was to use a similar trick as in Eden 
to get Jesus to sin, to disqualify Him from the role of sinless 
Savior.

The Devil targeted Jesus in His weakness. He tempted Jesus 
to turn stones into bread, to put Himself in danger, and to 
worship him as a way to fulfill His mission without going to 
the cross. “Go away, Satan!” Jesus replied.

The writer of Hebrews said that Jesus, our high priest, can 
sympathize with our weaknesses because He was tested in 
every way we are, yet He never sinned. Jesus’ actions are an 
example for believers, but what happens when we do give in 
to temptation?

Emphasize to preschoolers that we can boldly approach 
God’s throne to receive grace to help us through 
temptation, and mercy and forgiveness when we sin (See 
Heb. 4:14-16.) We have hope because Christ died for 
sinners.

Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.
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Jesus Was Tempted
Matthew 4:1-11

After Jesus was baptized, the Holy Spirit led Jesus 
into the wilderness. Jesus stayed in the wilderness for 
many days. He prayed to God and thought about God’s 
plan for His life. Jesus did not eat anything while He was 
in the wilderness, and He was very hungry.

The Devil came to tempt Jesus. He tried to get Jesus 
to do wrong things. The Devil said, “If You are really 
God’s Son, tell these stones to become bread.”

If Jesus used His power to turn the stones into bread, He 
could eat the bread. Then He wouldn’t be hungry anymore. 
But Jesus said no. He trusted God to give Him what He 
needed. Then Jesus said, “This is what the Bible says: 
Man must not live only on bread, but on all the words 
that God says.”

Jesus did not sin, so the Devil tried again. He took 
Jesus to the city of Jerusalem, and they went to the top of 
the temple. The Devil said, “If You are really God’s Son, 
prove it. Jump off the top of the temple. God will protect 
You.”

Then the Devil said, “This is what the Bible says: 
God will order His angels to keep You safe, and they will 
protect You so that You will not even trip on a stone.”

Again, Jesus said no. Jesus knew the Devil was trying 
to trick Him by misusing God’s words. The Devil was 
being foolish. Jesus said, “The Bible also says: Do not test 
God.”

Finally, the Devil took Jesus to a high mountain. They 
could see land stretched out far and wide. The kingdoms in 
the land were great. The Devil said, “Look! I will give You 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use props: 
Provide various 
Bible story items to 
display during Jesus’ 
temptation, such as 
a large rock, a picture 
of the temple, and 
a decorative box 
with jewels and 
gold coins. 

• Make it 
interactive: Invite 
preschoolers who 
have brought their 
Bibles to hold them 
up every time Jesus 
says “The Bible says.” 

The BIBLE STORY
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all the money and power of these great kingdoms. All 
You have to do is fall down and worship me!”

Jesus said no! “Go away!” He said. “The Bible says: 
Only worship God, and only serve God.”

So the Devil went away. Angels came to help Jesus 
and serve Him. In all of these things, Jesus never sinned.

Christ Connection: Satan tried to get Jesus to sin, but Jesus 
did not sin. Jesus always did the right thing. Jesus died on the 
cross to rescue us from sin. When we are tempted to sin, we can 
ask Jesus to help us say no to sin.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, 
sing an action song such as “He Is G-O-D” to engage them 
and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by leading 
preschoolers in “What Makes Jesus Different.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
SAY • Have you ever wanted to do something you knew 

you were not suppose to do? Or has someone ever 
encouraged you to do something that you knew 
was wrong? This is called being tempted. Jesus 
knows what it is like to be tempted because He was 
tempted. Jesus was tempted in today’s Bible story, 
but Jesus never disobeyed God.

Open your Bible to Matthew 4. Show the video or tell the 
Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place the “Globe” printable at 1 Timothy 1:15 in your 
Bible. Invite a few volunteers to come up one at a time and 
open the Bible to the key passage. Say the key passage a few 
times as a group. Then invite any preschoolers who wish to 

• “He Is G-O-D ” song
• “What Makes Jesus 

Different” song 

• Bible
• “Jesus Was Tempted” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• “Globe” printable
• Key Passage Poster
• “Into the World” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Tempted
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 4:1-11
MAIN POINT: Jesus was tempted.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus diffe ent? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.
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say the key passage on their own to do so. 
SAY •  Our key passage tells us the reason Jesus came to 

earth was to save sinners. We are sinners. We are 
tempted to disobey God every day, and we do. Jesus 
was tempted, but He never disobeyed. Our sin 
deserves punishment, but Jesus took our punishment 
for us. God forgives our sin when we trust in Jesus. 

Sing the key passage song “Into the World” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Raise your hand if you remember the answer to our 

big picture question: What makes Jesus different? 
[Take responses.] Yes, Jesus is God’s One and Only 
Son. The Devil thought he could trick Jesus into 
sinning or disobeying God, but he was wrong. Jesus 
is God the Son. Jesus told the Devil to go away.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus was tempted by the Devil. The Devil tried to 

get Jesus to sin, but Jesus did not sin. Jesus always 
did the right thing. Jesus died on the cross to rescue 
us from sin. When we are tempted to sin, we can ask 
Jesus to help us say no to sin.

Sing “What Makes Jesus Different” and “There Is Only 
One” as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for 
prayer by singing “I Am With You.” You may also collect an 
offering. 
SAY •  God, thank You that Jesus trusted in You all the 

time. Teach us to trust in You when we are tempted 
to disobey. Help us to say no to sin. But when we do 
sin, thank You that we can be forgiven because Jesus 
never sinned. Jesus took our punishment. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “What Makes Jesus 

Different” song 
• “There Is Only One” 

song
• “I Am With You” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Tempted
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 4:1-11
MAIN POINT: Jesus was tempted.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus diffe ent? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Play hide and seek
Choose a child to be It. Instruct It to close his eyes while 
the other children hide around the room. After It counts to 
10, he may open his eyes and look for the hidden children. 
The last child to be found is It in the next round.
SAY • Were you tempted to open your eyes when you 

were It? Saying no to temptation is hard. Jesus 
was tempted, but He never sinned. When we are 
tempted to sin, we can ask Jesus to help us say no to 
sin. But when we do sin, we can ask Jesus to forgive 
us, and He will! 

Sing a song
Teach preschoolers the “B-I-B-L-E” song. Explain that stand 
alone on the Word of God means to believe what the Bible 
says is true and most important, not to stand on a Bible. 
SAY •  The Bible is the most special book of all because it is 

God’s words. Jesus knew what the Bible said, and He 
obeyed. Jesus was tempted, but He never sinned. 
Jesus always did the right thing. Knowing what the 
Bible says will help us say no to sin, too. And when 
we do sin, we can ask Jesus to forgive us. We can be 
forgiven because Jesus took the punishment for sin. 

Tip: Assign an adult 
leader to watch 
hiding children for 
safety. 

LOW PREP

Tip: If you are 
unfamiliar with the 
tune or lyrics, check 
them out online 
before class. 

LOW PREP
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Take a nature walk
Go for a walk outside. Encourage preschoolers to look 
around. Ask children what they think it would be like to be 
outside, day and night, for forty days with nothing to eat. 
SAY • Jesus was in the wilderness for 40 days. He prayed 

to God and thought about God’s plan for His life.  
Jesus was tempted in the wilderness, but He did not 
sin. Jesus always obeyed God. 

Look at Bibles
Set out Bibles for preschoolers to explore. Include children’s 
Bibles along with adult Bibles. Show children the key 
passage in the Bible. Open the Bible to the Bible passage 
and point out where Jesus said, “It is written.”
SAY • Jesus was tempted to sin, but He did not sin. Jesus 

knew the Bible and used God’s Word to resist the 
Devil. Every single word in the Bible comes from 
God. The ible teaches us about who God is and 
what He has done for us. The g eatest thing God has 
done for us is sending Jesus to rescue us from sin. 

Sort threes
Guide preschoolers to sort counting manipulatives into 
groups of three based on color, size, or type.
SAY • The Devil tried to get Jesus to sin three times, but 

Jesus said no to sin each time. Jesus was tempted, so 
He knows what it is like to be tempted. We can ask 
Jesus to help us say no to sin and to forgive us when 
we do sin. Jesus will forgive us every time we ask!  

Transition to large group closing

LOW PREP

• Bibles

• counting 
manipulatives 

• bins

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Where did the Holy Spirit lead Jesus after He was 
baptized? (the wilderness) 

2. Who came to tempt Jesus in the wilderness? (Devil)
3. How did Jesus answer the Devil? (with God’s words)
4. Did Jesus ever sin? (No, Jesus was tempted but 

never sinned.)
5. What makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.
SAY • The Devil thought he could trick Jesus into 

disobeying God. But Jesus never stopped trusting in 
God, and He told the Devil to go away! Jesus was 
tempted, but He never sinned. Jesus always did the 
right thing. Jesus died on the cross to rescue us from 
sin. When we are tempted to sin, we can ask Jesus to 
help us say no to sin.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You for reminding us that Jesus is 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Into the World” 

song
• “What Makes Jesus 

Different” song 

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Tempted
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 4:1-11
MAIN POINT: Jesus was tempted.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus diffe ent? Jesus is God’s One 

and Only Son.

Large Group CLOSING
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stronger than the Devil. Jesus never sinned. Thank 
You that we can have the power to say no to sin 
because of Jesus. Help us to trust You to say no to 
sin, even when it’s hard. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how we are often tempted to not tell people 
about Jesus. We may be afraid of not knowing enough or 
being made fun of. We can ask Jesus to help us tell our 
friends about Him. You may also show the “Life in the 
Ivory Coast” video.
SAY • The McAfees are starting new churches in the cities 

of the Ivory Coast. The McAfees start groups and tell 
Bible stories to the groups. The groups then become 
churches. Even Caleb has a group with a boy he plays 
soccer with. When they finish playing, Caleb tells 
his friend a story from the Bible. Let’s pray for the 
McAfees and that the people in the groups would 
tell the Bible stories to others and start even more 
churches.

Play musical chairs
Form a circle with one less chair than there are children 
in the group. Play music as preschoolers move around the 
chairs. When you stop the music, preschoolers must find 
a seat. The child without a seat should ask the big picture 
question and the rest of the group should answer. What 
makes Jesus different? Jesus is God’s One and Only Son.

• “Life in the Ivory 
Coast” video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printables, 
1 per child

• “What Makes Jesus 
Different” song 
(optional)

• “Into the World” 
song (optional) 
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Unit 20: Easter

Unit Description:
God’s plan for redemption, which began before creation, culminates 
with the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Jesus was 
welcomed as King but less than one week later was crucified by the 
people. Christ’s sacrifice on the cross and His resurrection made it 
possible for people to have a pure relationship with God.

Key Passage: 
Romans 10:9

Big Picture Question: 
Who saves us from our sin? Jesus saves us from sin. 
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Unit 20: Easter

Session 1:
Bible Story: 
Jesus’ Triumphal Entry
Bible Passage: 
Matthew 21:1-17; 
Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44; 
John 12:12-19 
Main Point: 
People welcomed Jesus as their 
King.

Session 2: 
Bible Story: 
Jesus’ Crucifixion and 
Resurrection
Bible Passage: 
Matthew 26:36–28:10; 
John 18:1–20:18
Main Point: 
Jesus died on the cross and is 
alive.
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Leader BIBLE STUDY

The Sunday before Easter is Palm Sunday—the day Jesus 
entered Jerusalem as the King of kings the week of Passover. 
Many of God’s people traveled to Jerusalem for Passover. 
Jesus and His disciples traveled to Jerusalem as well. Near 
Bethphage (BETH fayj) and Bethany near the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples ahead into a village.

Jesus told them, “You will find a young donkey tied there. 
No one has ever sat on it. Untie it and bring it here. If 
anyone says to you ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord 

Jesus’ Triumphal Entry

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21:1-17; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44; 
John 12:12-19

MAIN POINT: People welcomed Jesus as their King.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 10:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who saves us from our sin? Jesus saves us from sin.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 72

SMALL GROUP 
ACTIVITIES 

(25–30 MINUTES)
PAGE 74

LARGE GROUP 
CLOSING

(10+ MINUTES)
PAGE 76

UNIT 20
Session 1

Unit 20 • Session 1
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1
needs it.’” Jesus would fulfill Zechariah’s prophecy: “Look, 
your King is coming to you, gentle, and mounted on a 
donkey” (Zech. 9:9).

Jesus made a spectacular entrance into the city. He rode a 
donkey, and people laid branches and their robes on the 
ground in front of Him. The people welcoming Jesus into 
Jerusalem believed He was the promised Messiah, but they 
expected Him to overthrow Roman oppression and set up 
an earthly throne. Jesus sent a different message.

The next day, Jesus entered the temple and turned over the 
tables of the money changers and those selling doves. Jesus 
referred to Isaiah 56:7, declaring that His kingship would 
not just be over the Jews but over all people. While Jesus 
was in the temple, He healed the blind and the lame. Jesus’ 
actions declared, “I am not just your King; I am also your 
God” (Isa. 35:4-6).

Finally, the priests and the scribes heard the children in the 
temple worshiping Jesus as their King. “Do You hear what 
these children are saying?” they asked. Jesus replied, quoting 
Psalm 8:2: “Have you never read: You have prepared praise 
from the mouths of children and nursing infants?” Jesus 
gladly received their praise because He was worthy of their 
praise.

As you prepare for and celebrate Easter, help preschoolers 
connect the dots between God’s promises of a Messiah and 
Jesus’ coming. Help them understand why Jesus came: to 
save the world from sin!
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Jesus’ Triumphal Entry
Matthew 21:1-17; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44; 

John 12:12-19

It was the time of year that the Israelites celebrated 
Passover. Many Israelites had traveled to Jerusalem to 
remember what God had done when He rescued His people 
from slavery in Egypt.

Jesus and His friends also traveled to Jerusalem. He 
sent two of them ahead to a village. Jesus said, “Go into 
the village ahead of you. There you will find a donkey 
and her colt tied up. Untie them and bring them to Me. 
If anyone says anything to you, you should say that the 
Lord needs them.”

The friends did what Jesus said. They put their robes 
on the donkey and the colt, and Jesus sat on them. 
As Jesus came to Jerusalem, a large crowd gathered. 
The crowd laid their robes on the road. They cut palm 
branches from trees and laid those on the road, too. The 
crowds walked ahead of Jesus, and those who followed 
Him shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David! He who 
comes in the name of the Lord is the blessed One—the 
King of Israel! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” The word 
hosanna means “Save now!”

The religious teachers didn’t like it. They asked Jesus 
to tell His friends to be quiet. “If they didn’t praise Me,” 
Jesus said, “the rocks would cry out!”

When Jesus entered Jerusalem, people asked, “Who is 
this?” The crowds replied, “This is the prophet Jesus from 
Nazareth in Galilee!” They were only half right. Jesus wasn’t 
just a prophet of God—He was God’s Son!

Jesus went to the temple and drove out the money 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Wave palm 
branches and 
coats: Bring palm 
branches and coats 
to lay out at the 
appropriate part 
of the Bible story. 
Consider providing 
one for each 
preschooler to lay 
down as you tell the 
story. 

• Play out the 
crowd: When you 
read about palm 
branches, invite 
children to raise their 
hands in the air. 
Invite preschoolers 
to shout hosanna 
too. When you read 
that Jesus healed the 
people in the temple, 
invite children to 
praise Jesus.

The BIBLE STORY
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changers there. While Jesus was at the temple complex, 
people who could not see and people who could not walk 
came to Him. Jesus healed them. 

The priests and the scribes at the temple heard 
children shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” The 
priests and scribes asked Jesus, “Do you hear what these 
children are saying?” The children were saying, “The 
king is here! The king is here!” 

Jesus said, “Yes. Even the children will praise Me.” 
Then Jesus left and went to spend the night in the town of 
Bethany.

Christ Connection: The people were happy to see Jesus. They 
knew He was their King. Jesus came riding on a donkey, just 
as the prophet Zechariah said He would. (Zechariah 9:9) One 
day, Jesus will come back, riding on a white horse as King over 
everything. (Revelation 19:11)

71Easter

005611850_PreWorshipGuide_SPR17.indb   71 8/24/16   12:14 PM



head1 (“Opening” is 
char.style “head1a)
outline_nested

subhead1
body_no_indent

subhead1_nested
body_no_indent
lead-in

Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, 
sing an action song such as “Resurrected” to engage them 
and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by leading 
preschoolers in “Jesus Paid It All (Whiter Than Snow).”

Watch or tell the Bible story
SAY • Today is a special day! Today we are celebrating Palm 

Sunday. Palm Sunday is celebrated the Sunday before 
Easter Sunday. Does anyone know why it is called 
Palm Sunday? [Allow for responses.] Listen to today’s 
Bible story to find out if you are right. 

Open your Bible to Matthew 21; Mark 11; Luke 19; or 
John 12. Show the video or tell the Bible story using the 
provided storytelling helps. Use the bolded version of the 
Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Cut out a cross shape from construction paper. Place the 
cross cutout at Romans 10:9 in your Bible. Invite a few 
volunteers to come up one at a time and open your Bible 
to the key passage. Say the key passage aloud. Break the key 
passage into phrases and invite preschoolers to repeat each 

• “Resurrected” song
• “Jesus Paid It All 

(Whiter Than 
Snow)” song 

• Bible
• “Jesus’ Triumphal 

Entry” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• construction paper 
• scissors (adult use)
• Key Passage Poster
• “If You Confess” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus’ Triumphal Entry
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21:1-17; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44; 

John 12:12-19
MAIN POINT: People welcomed Jesus as their King.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 10:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who saves us from our sin? Jesus saves us from sin.
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phrase after you.
SAY • Our key passage tells us how we can be saved from 

our sin. We must agree that Jesus is God the Son, 
and He is in charge. We must believe that He died 
on the cross and God raised Him from the dead. We 
do not have to work hard to be saved. Jesus did the 
work for us when He died and rose again. We only 
need to turn from our sin and follow Him. 

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Palm Sunday got its name from when people laid 

palm branches on the ground before Jesus. People 
welcomed Jesus as their King and called out 
“Hosanna.” The word hosanna means “Save now!” 
Who saves us from our sin? Jesus saves us from sin. 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • People welcomed Jesus as their King. They were 

happy to see Jesus. Jesus came riding on a donkey, 
just as the prophet Zechariah said He would. One 
day, Jesus will come back, riding on a white horse as 
King over everything. 

Sing “Jesus Paid It All (Whiter Than Snow)” and “Christ 
Died for Us” as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare 
for prayer by singing “Alive Forever.” You may also collect 
an offering. 
SAY •  God, thank You for sending Jesus to be our King. 

Thank You for making a way for us to be saved 
through Your Son, Jesus. We love You. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “Jesus Paid It All 

(Whiter Than 
Snow)” song

• “Christ Died for Us” 
song

• “Alive Forever” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus’ Triumphal Entry
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21:1-17; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44; 

John 12:12-19
MAIN POINT: People welcomed Jesus as their King.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 10:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who saves us from our sin? Jesus saves us from sin.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Play “The King is here!” game
Guide the preschoolers to sit in a circle on the floor with 
their eyes closed. Explain that you will gently tap one child 
on the shoulder and she will jump up and cheer, “The King 
is here!” All children will then jump up and parade one lap 
around the room cheering, “The King is here!” Then they 
will sit back down with their eyes closed. Play until each 
child has been tapped. 
SAY •  People welcomed Jesus as their King. Children like 

you shouted, “The King is here! The King is here!” 

Ride “donkeys” and “horses”
Provide a pool noodle for each preschooler. Encourage 
preschoolers to pretend their pool noodle is a donkey or a 
horse as they ride around the room. 
SAY •  People welcomed Jesus as their King. They were 

happy to see Jesus. Jesus came riding on a donkey, 
just as the prophet Zechariah said He would. One 
day, Jesus will come back, riding on a white horse as 
King over everything.

Make palm branches
On a green sheet of construction paper, trace each child’s 

LOW PREP

• pool noodles, 1 per 
child

• hobby horses 
(optional)

• empty paper towel 
tubes, 1 per child

• green construction 
paper

• blunt-tipped 
scissors

• tape or glue

74 Preschool Worship Guide
Unit 20 • Session 1

005611850_PreWorshipGuide_SPR17.indb   74 8/24/16   12:14 PM



hands. Guide preschoolers to cut out the hands. Tape or 
glue them to empty paper towel tubes. Invite preschoolers 
to play out waving the branches in the air and laying them 
on the ground to welcome Jesus.
SAY • People used palm branches to praise Jesus because 

they knew He was their King. People welcomed 
Jesus as their King. 

Sort rocks
Provide sorting bins and an assortment of rocks. Invite 
preschoolers to sort the rocks by size, color, or other 
category. Challenge preschoolers to count the rocks. 
SAY • The religious teachers did not like the people praising 

Jesus. They asked Jesus to tell His friends to be quiet. 
“If they didn’t praise Me,” Jesus said, “the rocks 
would cry out!” When Jesus comes back as King over 
everything, all people will praise Him! 

Make footprint donkeys
Paint a preschooler’s foot with gray or brown paint. Help 
her press her foot onto white paper. Wipe off her foot. Then 
paint her hands with green paint. Help her press her hands 
along the bottom of the paper several times to create palm 
leaves. When the painting dries, demonstrate how to draw 
nostrils on the heel and big ears on the big toe and pinkie 
toe. Help children stick googly eyes on the ball of the foot, 
and place black yarn hair on the middle toes. Write the 
main point on each preschooler’s artwork. 
SAY •  Jesus came riding on a donkey, just as the prophet 

Zechariah said He would. People welcomed Jesus as 
their King. One day, Jesus will come back, riding on 
a white horse as King over everything. 

Transition to large group closing

• bins
• rocks

• gray, brown, and 
green washable 
paint

• white paper
• markers
• googly eyes
• black yarn
• glue or sticky dots

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Where did Jesus and His friends travel? (Jerusalem) 
2. What animal did Jesus ride into the city? (donkey)
3. What did people lay on the road when Jesus 

entered the city? (robes and palm branches)
4. What did Jesus say would happen if the people 

didn’t praise Him? (The rocks would praise Him.)
5. Whom did Jesus heal in the temple? (people who 

could not see and people who could not walk)
6. Who saves us from our sin? Jesus saves us from 

our sin.
SAY • Jesus went to Jerusalem at Passover, and the people 

praised Him. People welcomed Jesus as their 
King. Jesus came riding on a donkey, just as the 
prophet Zechariah said He would. One day, Jesus 
will come back, riding on a white horse as King over 
everything. 

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “If You Confess” 

song
• “Jesus Paid It All 

(Whiter Than 
Snow)” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus’ Triumphal Entry
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21:1-17; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44; 

John 12:12-19
MAIN POINT: People welcomed Jesus as their King.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 10:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who saves us from our sin? Jesus saves us from sin.

Large Group CLOSING
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Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY •  God, thank You for sending Jesus to be our King. 

Thank You for sending Jesus to save us from our sin. 
You have promised that He will come back again as 
the King over everything. We cannot wait! Amen. 

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
introduce the activity and the reasons for it. If you are 
not participating in a missions activity, talk about how 
important it is to tell people about Jesus so they can follow 
Him as their King. You may also show the “A True Story” 
video. 
SAY • The story from our video is a true story! The man 

had a dream many years ago that God would send 
vistors to him, and God did! The visitors were 
missionaries. They told the old man the true stories 
from the Bible. The man believed the true words of 
the Bible, and now he is a follower of King Jesus! To 
whom can you tell the true stories from the Bible?

Make palm leaf rubbings
Place several palm leaves (real or artificial) of various sizes 
on the table. Demonstrate how to lay a sheet of paper over 
the leaf and use the side of a crayon to create a leaf rubbing 
on the paper. 
SAY • People cut palm branches from trees and laid those 

on the road in front of Jesus. They were happy to see 
Jesus. People welcomed Jesus as their King. 

• “A True Story” 
missions video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child

• paper
• crayons
• several palm 

branches (real or 
artificial)
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Leader BIBLE STUDY

God’s law for the people was plain. Read Deuteronomy 6:5. 
But God’s people, and all people, have broken the law. We 
have loved other things more than we love God. That is sin.

Jesus’ purpose for coming to earth was to save us from our 
sin. (Matt. 1:21) Why did Jesus have to die? Why couldn’t 
He just say, “You are forgiven”? God is just and requires due 
payment for sin. To simply forgive sin without requiring a 
payment would be unjust. According to God’s Word, the 

Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:36–28:10; John 18:1–20:18
MAIN POINT: Jesus died on the cross and is alive.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 10:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who saves us from our sin? Jesus saves us from sin.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 82

SMALL GROUP 
ACTIVITIES 

(25–30 MINUTES)
PAGE 84

LARGE GROUP 
CLOSING

(10+ MINUTES)
PAGE 86

UNIT 20
Session 2

Unit 20 • Session 2
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ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.

2

payment of sin is death. (Rom. 6:23) But not only is God 
just, He is also loving. That is why Jesus was willing to die 
in our place.

Jesus came to die to show God’s love to us (Rom. 5:7-8) so 
that whoever believes in Him might not perish but have 
eternal life. (John 3:16) Jesus came to die so that we would 
be forgiven. (Eph. 1:7) Jesus came to die to bring us to 
God. (1 Pet. 3:18)

Jesus died on the cross to satisfy the wrath of God toward 
sin. Jesus’ resurrection proved that God was satisfied with 
Jesus’ sacrifice, and forgiveness and life are found in Him. 
(See 1 Cor. 15:17.) If Jesus had died but not been raised up, 
He would have been like military leaders who died without 
a throne. (Acts 5:33-37) But Jesus conquered death, just as 
He said He would. (John 2:19-21)

Jesus’ resurrection gives us hope for our resurrection. 
(Rom. 6:5) And Romans 8:11 says that the same Spirit that 
raised Jesus from the dead will raise our bodies to life.

Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection are not the end of the 
story, but the center of it. Everything that was written about 
Jesus in the Old Testament and spoken by the prophets was 
coming true. As you teach preschoolers this Bible story, 
emphasize the gospel: the good news of who Jesus is and 
what He has done.
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Jesus’ Crucifixion and esurrection
Matthew 26:36–28:10; John 18:1–20:18

Jesus and His friends went to a garden to pray. Jesus was 
very sad. He prayed to God: “My Father! If it is possible, let 
Me save Your people another way. But if this is Your plan, I 
will do it!” While Jesus prayed, His friends fell asleep. “Get 
up,” Jesus said. “It is time.”

Then udas, one of Jesus’ friends, came with a large 
crowd. Judas kissed Jesus to show the crowd which person 
was Jesus. The men in the c owd arrested Jesus. Peter tried 
to stop the men, but Jesus told Peter not to fight them.
Jesus knew this was all a part of God’s plan.

Jesus’ followers ran away, but Peter stayed nearby and 
watched. Th ee times, people saw Peter and said, “Aren’t you 
friends with Jesus?” Peter said, “No! I am not His friend!”

Jesus was taken to the high priest. “Are You really the 
Messiah, the Son of God?” the high priest asked.

“Yes, you are right,” Jesus said.
“He has spoken against God! He deserves to die!” the 

men said. They did not belie e Jesus was God’s Son.
When morning came, the men took Jesus to see Pilate 

(PIGH luht), the governor. “Are You the King of the Jews?” 
Pilate asked.

“Yes, you are right,” Jesus said.
“What should I do with Jesus?” Pilate asked. “Kill Him 

on a cross!” the people replied. “Crucify Him!”
Pilate’s soldiers made a crown of thorns and put it on 

Jesus’ head. “If You are a king, You need to dress like a 
king!” they said. They put a purple obe around Him and 
pretended to bow down to Him. Then they led Jesus away 
to kill Him.

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Dramatic 
conversation: 
Tell the story as 
a one-person 
“dialogue” where you 
shift your body, use 
different voices, and 
so forth to role-play 
the people in the 
conversation. 

• Shout the big 
picture answer: 
Invite children to 
shout the big picture 
answer, Jesus saves 
us from sin, when 
they hear parts of 
the Bible story where 
Jesus followed God’s 
plan.

The BIBLE STORY
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Jesus was nailed to a cross. Th y put a sign above 
Jesus’ head that said: THIS IS JESUS OF NAZARETH, 
THE KING OF THE JEWS. Two criminals were crucified
next to Jesus.

Darkness covered the land. In the afternoon, Jesus 
cried out, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” 
Jesus died. Jesus was buried in a tomb. A large stone was 
rolled in front of the tomb, and Pilate’s soldiers guarded 
the tomb so that no one would steal Jesus’ body.

On the third day, two of Jesus’ friends, both named 
Mary, went to the tomb. Th y were very sad. Suddenly 
there was a big earthquake as an angel came down from 
heaven. The angel olled away the stone and sat on it. 
The gua ds fainted.

The angel spoke to the women, “ o not be afraid! 
You are looking for Jesus, who died. He is not here! He 
has been raised from the dead, just as He said He would. 
He is heading to Galilee, and you will see Him there.”

The women ere so happy! Jesus wasn’t dead 
anymore—He was alive! Just then, Jesus met them. He 
said, “Good morning!” The women worshiped im. 
Jesus told them, “Do not be afraid anymore. Go and tell 
My friends to go to Galilee. I will meet them there.”

Christ Connection: The most impo tant thing that ever 
happened is that Jesus died and was raised from the dead. Jesus 
never did anything wrong, but He was punished because we 
sinned. God forgives us for sin because Jesus died for us. God 
raised Jesus from the dead to be King over everything.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, 
sing an action song such as “Resurrected” to engage them 
and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by leading 
preschoolers in “Jesus Paid It All (Whiter Than Snow).”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Tell preschoolers about a time you were punished for doing 
something wrong. Invite preschoolers to tell you about a 
time they were punished for doing something wrong.
SAY • Being punished when we do wrong makes sense, but 

can you imagine being punished when you did not 
do anything wrong? That is what happened to Jesus 
in today’s Bible story. Jesus was punished because we 
sinned. Because of what Jesus did in today’s Bible 
story, we can be forgiven for the wrong things we do. 

Open your Bible to Matthew 26 or John 18. Show the 
video or tell the Bible story using the provided storytelling 
helps. Use the bolded version of the Bible story for young 
preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Cut out a cross shape from construction paper. Place the 

• “Resurrected” song
• “Jesus Paid It All 

(Whiter Than 
Snow)” song 

• Bible
• “Jesus’ Crucifixion 

and Resurrection” 
video (optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• construction paper 
• scissors (adult use)
• Key Passage Poster
• “If You Confess” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus’ Crucifixion and esurrection
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:36–28:10; John 18:1–20:18
MAIN POINT: Jesus died on the cross and is alive.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 10:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who saves us from our sin? Jesus saves us from sin.
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cross cutout at Romans 10:9. Invite a volunteer to open 
your Bible to the key passage. Invite preschoolers to repeat 
after you as you say the key passage several times.
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that we cannot do 

anything to save ourselves. God will forgive our sin 
because Jesus died for us. Jesus is God the Son. All 
we have to do is believe that Jesus is the Boss of our 
life and that God raised Him from the dead to be 
saved—and God even helps us to do that!

Sing the key passage song “If You Confess” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY •Who saves us from our sin? Jesus saves us from sin. 

We are all sinners. We deserve to be punished for our 
sin, but Jesus was punished for us. We can be saved 
because of what Jesus did for us.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus died on the cross and is alive. The most 

important thing that ever happened is that Jesus 
died and was raised from the dead. Jesus never did 
anything wrong, but He was punished because we 
sinned. God forgives us for sin because Jesus died for 
us. God raised Jesus from the dead to be King over 
everything. 

Sing “Jesus Paid It All (Whiter Than Snow)” and “Hear the 
Good News” as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare 
for prayer by singing “Alive Forever.” You may also collect 
an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for sending Jesus to save us from 

sin. Thank You for raising Jesus from the dead and 
making Him King over everything. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “Jesus Paid It All 

(Whiter Than 
Snow)” song

• “Hear the Good 
News” song

• “Alive Forever” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus’ Crucifixion and esurrection 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:36–28:10; John 18:1–20:18
MAIN POINT: Jesus died on the cross and is alive.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 10:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who saves us from our sin? Jesus saves us from sin.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Roll away the stone
Pair up preschoolers and guide them to stand across the 
room from each other. Give each pair a ball. They must roll 
it back and forth without letting it get away from them. 
After a few minutes, tell the preschoolers to trade balls with 
another pair. Lead preschoolers to observe the differences in 
rolling the balls of different sizes.
SAY • The angel rolled away the stone in front of Jesus’ 

tomb. Jesus was not inside! Jesus died on the cross 
and is alive. The rescue was complete!

Talk about how Jesus forgives sin
Draw and cut out two large crosses of the same size. Tape 
one cross to a wall or table. Talk about sins with which 
preschoolers may struggle. Write down the sins children 
name on the first cross. Then remove that cross, and present 
the second cross. Invite preschoolers to color the cross. 
SAY •  Jesus never did anything wrong, but He was 

punished because we sinned. God forgives our sin 
completely because Jesus died for us. Jesus died on 
the cross and is alive.  

Simulate an earthquake
Guide preschoolers to use blocks to build a city on a table. 

• balls, various sizes

LOW PREP

• large paper 
crosses, 2

• tape
• crayons and 

markers

• blocks
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Once the city is built, let preschoolers gently shake the table 
to simulate an earthquake. Play several rounds. 
SAY • The e was a big earthquake as an angel came down 

from heaven. The angel olled away the stone in 
front of Jesus’ tomb. He told the two Marys the good 
news. Jesus died on the cross and is alive. We can 
tell others that same good news! 

Make play dough tombs
Invite preschoolers to use play dough to make a cave and a 
stone to put in front of the cave. Review the Bible story and 
invite children to roll away their play dough stone when 
you mention the stone was rolled from Jesus’ tomb.
SAY • A large stone was rolled in front of the tomb where 

Jesus’ body was kept. Pilate’s soldiers guarded 
the tomb, but nothing can stop God’s plan from 
happening! God raised Jesus from the dead. Jesus 
died on the cross and is alive!

Make a paper plate tomb
Provide a preschooler with a paper plate cut in half. Guide 
her to color the back of each half gray. Use tape or staples to 
fasten the two halves together so the gray is on the outside. 
Cut an opening out of one side to serve as the tomb’s 
entrance. Invite children to crumple up a sheet of gray 
paper to serve as the stone. 
SAY • Jesus died on the cross and is alive. God planned 

for Jesus to rise from the dead all along! Nothing 
could stop God’s plan to rescue His people! 

Transition to large group closing

• play dough
• play dough utensils

• paper plates, 1 per 
child

• scissors
• gray crayons or 

markers
• tape
• gray paper
• stapler (optional)
• staples (optional)

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. How did Jesus die? (on a cross)
2. Where did they put Jesus’ body? (in a tomb)
3. Who made Jesus alive again? (God)
4. We deserve to be punished because of our sin. How 

can God forgive us instead? (Jesus died for us so we 
can be forgiven when we trust in Him.)

5. Who saves us from our sin? Jesus saves us from 
sin.

SAY • Jesus died on the cross and is alive. Jesus was hurt 
and killed, but three days later God raised Jesus from 
the dead. That is most important thing that ever 
happened. Jesus never did anything wrong, but He 
was punished because we sinned. God forgives us for 
our sin because Jesus died for us. God raised Jesus 
from the dead to be King over everything.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You for sending Jesus to save us from our 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “If You Confess” 

song
• “Jesus Paid It All 

(Whiter Than 
Snow)” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus’ Crucifixion and esurrection
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:36–28:10; John 18:1–20:18
MAIN POINT: Jesus died on the cross and is alive.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 10:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who saves us from our sin? Jesus saves us from sin.

Large Group CLOSING
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sin. Thank You for raising Him from the dead and 
making Him King over everything. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about talk about how Jesus died to save people from 
sin, including people who are different than us. You may 
also show the “ ‘C’ is for Cookie” video.
SAY •The Rager family moved to Indianapolis to tell people 

about Jesus. At first, the people were afraid to talk to 
the Ragers because they were strangers. The Ragers 
made cookies to share with their neighbors, and it 
helped their neighbors start to trust them. Now there 
is a church on Ruckle Street, and people are able to 
learn about how Jesus died to save them from their 
sins. Who in your neighborhood needs to know 
about Jesus? How can you show kindness to them?

Sing “Low in the Grave He Lay” 
Lead preschoolers in singing the first verse of the hymn, 
“Low in the Grave He Lay.” Lead children to squat down 
while singing the first two lines. 

“ Low in the grave He lay, Jesus my Savior,  
waiting the coming day, Jesus my Lord! 
[Jump up] Up from the grave He arose!” 

Teach preschoolers the remainder of the hymn based on 
their age and ability. Remind preschoolers that Jesus died 
on the cross and is alive. 

• “ ‘C’ is for Cookie” 
missions video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child

Tip: If you are 
unfamiliar with the 
lyrics or tune, look 
them up online 
before the session.
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Unit 21: God Among Us

Unit Description:
After Jesus’ victory over temptation in the wilderness, Jesus began His 
earthly ministry. As Jesus traveled throughout Judea, His personal 
encounters with ordinary people changed their lives in an extraordinary 
way. Jesus revealed that He was God the Son in human form, living 
among God’s people and bringing salvation in Him alone.

Key Passage: 
John 14:6

Big Picture Question: 
Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s Son. 
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Unit 21: God Among Us

Session 1:
Bible Story: 
Jesus Met Nicodemus
Bible Passage: 
John 3:1-21 
Main Point: 
Jesus told Nicodemus about 
God’s plan.

Session 2: 
Bible Story: 
Jesus and John the Baptist
Bible Passage: 
John 3:22-36
Main Point: 
Jesus came from heaven to 
earth.

Session 3:
Bible Story: 
Jesus Met a Samaritan Woman
Bible Passage: 
John 4:1-42
Main Point: 
Jesus told the Samaritan woman 
He is God’s Son.

Session 4:
Bible Story: 
Jesus Rejected in Nazareth
Bible Passage: 
Luke 4:14-30
Main Point: 
Jesus said God’s Word is about 
Him.

Session 5:
Bible Story: 
Jesus and Zacchaeus
Bible Passage: 
Luke 19:1-10
Main Point: 
Jesus loved Zacchaeus.
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Leader BIBLE STUDY

Jesus’ ministry had begun. His first miracle was at a 
wedding, turning water into wine. He cleansed the temple 
in Jerusalem and performed signs, and “many trusted in 
His name” (John 2:23). Jesus likely spent a large part of His 
day teaching. When the day was done, He spent time alone 
or with His disciples. One night, however, a man named 
Nicodemus approached Jesus.

Nicodemus was a Pharisee and a ruler of the Jews; that is, 
he was a religious leader who taught God’s law, and he was 

Jesus Met Nicodemus

BIBLE PASSAGE: John 3:1-21
MAIN POINT: Jesus told Nicodemus about God’s plan.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 94

SMALL GROUP 
ACTIVITIES 

(25–30 MINUTES)
PAGE 96

LARGE GROUP 
CLOSING

(10+ MINUTES)
PAGE 98

UNIT 21
Session 1

Unit 21 • Session 1
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1
a member of the Sanhedrin—a Jewish governing body. 
Nicodemus was part of an exclusive group of apparently 
moral men. He held to the belief that if a person was a 
law-abiding Jew, he would be accepted by God. Jesus gave 
Nicodemus a lesson that would turn his belief system on its 
head.

Jesus was a carpenter (Mark 6:3), so the religious teachers 
likely assumed He didn’t know theology. But they had seen 
Jesus’ miraculous signs in Jerusalem. Nicodemus had to 
conclude, “You are a teacher come from God” (John 3:2).

Nicodemus initiated the conversation, but Jesus chose 
the subject. His words perplexed Nicodemus: “Unless 
someone is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” 
(John 3:3). Jesus explained that spiritual birth is not unlike 
physical birth in that a person cannot do it himself. It is 
something that happens to him.

Jesus reminded Nicodemus of an Old Testament account, 
the disobedient Israelites and the bronze snake. The 
Israelites could not help themselves, but when they trusted 
in God and looked to the bronze snake lifted up on the 
pole, they were healed. (Num. 21:4-9)

Emphasize with preschoolers that every person is born a 
sinner—spiritually dead and alienated from God. It is by 
God’s Spirit—not our own effort—that we are born again. 
We look to Christ and His finished work on the cross for 
our salvation.
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Jesus Met Nicodemus
John 3:1-21

One night, when Jesus was in the city of Jerusalem, a 
man named Nicodemus (NIK uh DEE muhs) came to 
visit Jesus. Nicodemus was a religious man. He studied 
God’s law and tried very hard to obey it. Nicodemus 
wanted to know more about Jesus.

“Teacher,” Nicodemus said, “we know You came from 
God. You are a teacher, and You do miracles. God must be 
with You.”

Nicodemus was right. Jesus was a good teacher. Jesus 
came to earth from heaven, and God was with Him.

Jesus decided to teach Nicodemus an important 
lesson. Jesus said, “A person cannot see God’s kingdom 
unless he is born again.”

Nicodemus was confused. He thought that a person 
got to go to heaven if he was good and obeyed all of God’s 
laws. Jesus’ words did not make sense.

“How can anyone be born again when he is old?” 
Nicodemus asked. Nicodemus knew that babies are small 
when they are born. How can a grown man be born 
again? That sounded awfully silly.

Jesus told Nicodemus that when a baby is born, 
the baby gets life from his parents. But that kind of life 
does not last forever. Nobody lives forever. Jesus said that 
people can get life from God. This kind of life means 
people can live with God forever.

Nicodemus still did not understand. “How is it 
possible to get life from God?” Nicodemus asked.

Jesus told Nicodemus, “When I tell you about things we 
have seen on earth, you do not believe Me. Will you believe 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Create a 
nighttime 
feel: Turn out the 
overhead lights and 
tell the story by 
lamplight, night-
light, or candlelight. 

• Living Statues: 
Set up a table with 
two chairs and invite 
two preschoolers to 
pose like statues of 
Jesus and Nicodemus 
as you tell the 
Bible story.

The BIBLE STORY
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Me when I tell you about things I have seen in heaven?”
Then Jesus reminded Nicodemus of the time when 

God’s people disobeyed God and got sick. The people were 
healed when they looked at the bronze snake on the pole. 
Jesus said that He would be raised up like the snake so that 
everyone who believes in Jesus will be healed from their sin 
and have eternal life.

Jesus told Nicodemus about God’s great plan. Jesus said, 
“God loved the world so much that He sent His One 
and Only Son to save the world. Everyone who believes 
in Him will not die but will have eternal life.” Jesus was 
talking about Himself; He is God’s One and Only Son!

Christ Connection: Nicodemus wanted life with God, but 
he could not do anything to earn it. Eternal life is a gift. God 
showed His love by sending His One and Only Son to rescue 
people from sin. Everyone who believes in Him receives God’s 
gift of eternal life through Jesus.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing 
an action song such as “Because He Loves Us” to engage 
them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by 
leading preschoolers in “That’s What Jesus Did.” 

Watch or tell the Bible story
Dim the lights. 
SAY • In today’s Bible story, a man named Nicodemus 

went to see Jesus at nighttime. Jesus decided to teach 
Nicodemus an important lesson. Listen to the Bible 
story to find out what the important lesson was.

Open your Bible to John 3:1-21. Show the video or tell the 
Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Cut a star shape out of a sheet of yellow construction 
paper and place it at John 14:6 in your Bible. Invite a few 
volunteers to come up one at a time and open the Bible to 
the key passage. Invite children to repeat after you while 
you say the key passage in phrases several times. 
SAY • Jesus said the words of our key passage. Jesus is the 

• “Because He Loves 
Us” song

• “That’s What Jesus 
Did” song 

• Bible
• “Jesus Met 

Nicodemus” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• yellow construction 

paper
• scissors
• “John 14:6” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Met Nicodemus
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 3:1-21
MAIN POINT: Jesus told Nicodemus about God’s plan.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son.
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way, the truth, and the life. Nicodemus thought 
that a person got to go to heaven if he was good and 
obeyed all of God’s laws. Nicodemus was wrong. Life 
that lasts forever only comes through Jesus. Everyone 
who believes in Jesus will have eternal life with God. 

Sing the key passage song “John 14:6” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son. God sent His One and Only Son to save the 
world because He loves people so much. Everyone 
who believes in Jesus will not die but will have life 
forever with God.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Nicodemus wanted life with God, but he could not 

do anything to earn it. Jesus told Nicodemus about 
God’s plan. Eternal life, or life forever with God, 
is a gift. God showed His love by sending His One 
and Only Son to rescue people from sin. Everyone 
who believes in Him receives God’s gift of eternal life 
through Jesus.

Sing “That’s What Jesus Did” and “Everywhere I Go” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “God’s Love.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, to the 

earth to die for our sin. Thank You for making a way 
for us to have eternal life when we trust in You. We 
love You. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “That’s What Jesus 

Did” song
• “Everywhere I Go” 

song
• “God’s Love” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus Met Nicodemus
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 3:1-21
MAIN POINT: Jesus told Nicodemus about God’s plan.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Tell the good news
Play music while preschoolers move about the room. When 
the music stops, each preschooler should find a friend. Ask 
the big picture question and invite preschoolers to take 
turns saying the answer to their friend. 
SAY • Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son. God showed His love by sending His One and 
Only Son to rescue people from sin. Everyone who 
believes in Him receives God’s gift of eternal life 
through Jesus.

Play with play dough
Arrange materials on a flat surface. Demonstrate how to 
flatten a ball of play dough and roll it flat. Press cookie 
cutters into play dough to form nighttime shapes. 
SAY •  It was nighttime when Nicodemus came to visit 

Jesus. Nicodemus wanted to know more about Jesus. 
Jesus told Nicodemus about God’s plan.  

Play with baby dolls
Invite preschoolers to play out caring for babies.
SAY • Jesus told Nicodemus about God’s plan. Jesus 

explained that when a baby is born, the baby gets life 

• “That’s What Jesus 
Did” song (optional)

• “I Am the Way” 
song (optional)

LOW PREP

• play dough 
• star- or moon-

shaped cookie 
cutters (optional) 

• play dough tools

• baby dolls
• baby bed
• blanket
• toy bottle 
• baby clothes
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from his parents. But that kind of life does not last 
forever. Nobody lives forever. Jesus said that people 
can get life from God. This kind of life means people 
can live with God forever.

Make snake and cross pencil toppers
Invite preschoolers to wrap a yellow chenille stem around a 
pencil. Guide children to glue googly eyes at the top of the 
chenille craft stem. Then wrap a 2-inch piece of brown craft 
stem around the end of a brown craft stem to form a cross. 
Lead preschoolers to wrap the brown chenille stem around 
another pencil so the cross is at the top.
SAY •  Jesus told Nicodemus about God’s plan. Jesus 

reminded Nicodemus about the time God’s people 
were healed by looking at a bronze snake on a pole. 
Jesus was raised up on a cross to die, and God raised 
Him from the dead. Those who believes in Jesus will 
be healed from their sin and have eternal life.

Sort people from around the world
Print four copies of the “People Matching Cards” on 
heavyweight paper and cut out the cards. Invite preschoolers 
to sort the cards into stacks. As preschoolers work, read 
John 3:16 from the Bible.
SAY • Jesus told Nicodemus about God’s plan. God loved 

people in this way: He sent His One and Only Son 
to save the world. Everyone who believes in Him will 
have eternal life. People everywhere need Jesus so 
they can have life forever with God.

Transition to large group closing

• unsharpened 
pencils, 2 per child

• yellow chenille craft 
stems, 1 per child

• brown chenille craft 
stems, 1 per child 

• googly eyes
• scissors
• glue

• “People Matching 
Cards” printable, 
4 copies

• heavyweight paper
• scissors (adult use)

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Who came to visit Jesus? (Nicodemus)
2. What did Jesus tell Nicodemus? (Jesus told 

Nicodemus about God’s plan.) 
3. What did Jesus say must happen for a person to see 

God’s kingdom? (He must be born again.)
4. What did Nicodemus think a person needed to do 

to go to heaven? (be good and obey all God’s laws) 
5. What can a person do to earn eternal life? (Nothing, 

eternal life is a gift.) 
6. Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son.
SAY • Nicodemus wanted life with God, but he could not 

do anything to earn it. Eternal life is a gift. God 
showed His love by sending His One and Only Son 
to rescue people from sin. Everyone who believes in 
Him receives God’s gift of eternal life through Jesus.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “John 14:6” song 
• “That’s What Jesus 

Did” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Met Nicodemus
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 3:1-21
MAIN POINT: Jesus told Nicodemus about God’s plan.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son.

Large Group CLOSING
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SAY •  God, thank You for showing Your love for us by 
sending Jesus to rescue us from sin. Remind us that 
we cannot do anything to earn Your free gift of 
eternal life. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
introduce the activity and the reasons for it. If you are not 
participating in a missions activity, talk about how Jesus 
told Nicodemus what it means to be born again. God uses 
people like us to share the truth about Jesus to others. 
When people believe the truth about Jesus and trust in 
Him, they are born again into God’s kingdom. You may 
also show the “Off the Grid” video.
SAY • The Stiker family moved to Senegal, West Africa. 

They went to a place where most people had never 
heard about Jesus. Some people in Senegal have 
now been born again because they believed what 
this family told them about Jesus. We can pray for 
the people in Senegal to trust Jesus and for these 
missionaries as God works through them.

Look at the world
Provide a map or globe for preschoolers to examine. Explain 
how missionaries all over the world tell people the good 
news about Jesus. If you showed the missions video, point 
out Senegal, West Africa. If your church has missionaries 
currently serving, point out where they serve. Point to the 
state or city where you live. Ask the preschoolers what they 
can do right where they live to tell others the good news. 
Write down the examples the preschoolers give you. 

• “Off the Grid” video
• “Missions Prayer 

Cards” printable, 
1 per child

• map or globe
• paper
• markers
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Jesus went with His disciples into the countryside of Judea. 
He oversaw them as they baptized people. At the same time, 
people came to John, and he was baptizing them. These 
baptisms were an outward sign of cleansing for people who 
had repented of their sins.

Some of John’s disciples came to John. They had noticed 
that the disciples of the man John had reluctantly baptized 
were baptizing others. Perhaps they felt the need to defend 

Jesus and John the Baptist

BIBLE PASSAGE: John 3:22-36
MAIN POINT: Jesus came from heaven to earth.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 104

SMALL GROUP 
ACTIVITIES 

(25–30 MINUTES)
PAGE 106

LARGE GROUP 
CLOSING

(10+ MINUTES)
PAGE 108
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John’s ministry, but John explained God’s purpose for his 
life. John had been chosen by God long before he was 
born to be a forerunner—one who prepares the way. (See 
Mal. 3:1; Isa. 40:3.)

John the Baptist understood who he was and who Jesus is. 
Consider these comparisons as John explained that Jesus 
was greater than John.

First, who were they? John was clear: “I am not the 
Messiah” (John 3:28). John was not the bridegroom, but 
the groom’s friend. Jesus is the bridegroom. (John 3:29)

Where did they come from? John was from the earth, and 
he belonged to the earth. Jesus comes from above and is 
above all. (John 3:31)

Next, what did they do? John said, “He must increase, 
but I must decrease.” John was a witness to the Light. 
(John 1:7-8) He was a voice in the wilderness, and Jesus is 
the Word. (John 1:14,23) John baptized with water, but 
Jesus baptized with the Spirit. (John 1:33)

Finally, why were they here? John went before Jesus and 
rejoiced with Him. (John 3:28-29) Jesus came to give 
eternal life. (John 3:36)

In the scope of God’s plan of salvation, it was time for John 
to step aside for Jesus to do His work on earth. Jesus’ earthly 
ministry had begun, and He would obediently do God’s 
will to bring salvation to sinners.
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Jesus and John the Baptist
John 3:22-36

Jesus and His friends left the city of Jerusalem and 
went into the countryside. People came to see them, and 
Jesus taught the people about God. Many people were 
baptized.

John the Baptist was nearby. He was baptizing people 
too! Some of the people who followed John began to 
argue. They had a question for John.

“Teacher,” they said, “remember the man you talked 
about, the One who was with you on the other side of 
the Jordan River? He is baptizing people, and people are 
starting to follow Him.” 

John’s followers were talking about Jesus. John 
answered, “I told you that I am not the Messiah. I am the 
messenger who goes before the Messiah to announce that 
He is coming.”

It was good that people were being baptized and 
following Jesus. That’s what they were supposed to do! Jesus 
is the Messiah God promised.

John told his followers to think about a wedding. 
When two people get married, the man who married the 
bride is called the groom. His friend stands with him 
at the wedding, and the friend is happy to be there and 
to hear the groom’s voice. This was how John felt—like 
a groom’s friend—and Jesus was the groom. John was 
happy that Jesus, the Messiah, had come.

John also knew that a wedding is the groom’s special day. 
The groom’s friend should not make it about himself. John 
said, “Jesus must become greater, and I must become 
less.”

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Invite your 
pastor: Invite a 
pastor to talk to the 
class about baptism 
and tell the Bible 
story. Mention that 
John and Jesus’ 
friends baptized 
people after the 
people chose to 
follow God. 

• Visit your 
baptistry: If 
accommodations 
are suitable, take the 
class to visit your 
church’s baptistry. 
Sit on the steps and 
remind preschoolers 
that both John and 
Jesus’ friends would 
baptize people after 
they decided to 
follow God. Tell the 
Bible story while in 
the baptistry.

The BIBLE STORY
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But why was Jesus more important than John? Well, 
John was from the earth, and he could only tell people 
about things on earth. Jesus came to earth from heaven, 
and He could talk about things in heaven because He had 
seen them!

John said, “God sent Jesus to earth, and Jesus speaks 
God’s words.” Everything Jesus says is true because God 
always tells the truth.

Then John said, “God the Father loves His Son, 
Jesus. He has given Jesus power over everything. Whoever 
believes in Jesus will live forever with God in heaven, but 
whoever does not believe in Jesus will not live forever.”

Christ Connection: God gave John the Baptist a special job. 
John told people, “Get ready for Jesus! Jesus is coming!” God sent 
Jesus to earth from heaven. When Jesus was older, He went out 
to teach people about God. Jesus was here, and John’s job was 
finished.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing 
an action song such as “Because He Loves Us” to engage 
them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by 
leading preschoolers in “That’s What Jesus Did.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Invite a preschooler to stand in front of the group. Whisper 
the name of another preschooler in your group to him. 
Guide him to shout, “[Child’s name you whispered] is here!” 
Continue until each child has a turn announcing a name 
and hearing her name announced.
SAY • John’s job was to tell people that Someone was 

coming—Someone more important than him. Listen 
to today’s Bible story to find out who that Person is.

Open your Bible to John 3:22-36. Show the video or tell 
the Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use 
the bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Cut an arrow shape out of construction paper and place it 
at John 14:6 in your Bible. Invite a few volunteers to come 
up one at a time and open the Bible to the key passage. 

• “Because He Loves 
Us” song

• “That’s What Jesus 
Did” song 

• Bible
• “Jesus and John 

the Baptist” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• construction paper
• scissors
• Bible Story Picture 

poster
• “John 14:6” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus and John the Baptist
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 3:22-36
MAIN POINT: Jesus came from heaven to earth.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son.
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Invite children to say the key passage with you several times. 
SAY • [Use the arrow cutout to point to John on the Bible Story 

Picture Poster.] Was John the way, the truth, and the 
life? No! Jesus is the way, the truth and the life! John’s 
job was to point to Jesus. Whoever believes in Jesus 
will live forever with God.

Sing the key passage song “John 14:6” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son. Jesus is the Messiah God promised. God sent 
His very own Son Jesus, from heaven to earth. Jesus 
came to show people what God is like and to save 
people from sin. 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • God gave John the Baptist a special job. John told 

people, “Get ready for Jesus! Jesus is coming!” Jesus 
came from heaven to earth. When Jesus was older, 
He went out to teach people about God. Jesus was 
here, and John’s job was finished.

Sing “That’s What Jesus Did” and “We Can Love Jesus” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “God’s Love.” You may also collect an offering.
SAY • God, Jesus is most important of all. Thank You for 

showing John that. Show us that too. Help us to tell 
other people about Jesus like John did. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “That’s What Jesus 

Did” song
• “We Can Love Jesus” 

song
• “God’s Love” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus and John the Baptist
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 3:22-36
MAIN POINT: Jesus came from heaven to earth.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Arrange blocks
Print each word of the main point onto a piece of masking 
tape and affix to a block. Place the marked blocks among 
other blocks. Read the words aloud as preschoolers discover 
them. Assist children in arranging the blocks to form the 
main point. Invite children to say the main point after you. 
SAY •  Jesus came from heaven to earth. God gave John 

the Baptist a special job. John told people, “Get 
ready for Jesus! Jesus is coming!” Jesus came from 
heaven to earth. Jesus taught people about God. 
Jesus was here, and John’s job was finished.

Decorate a bookmark
Cut pieces of wedding fabrics and ribbon into small pieces. 
Show a preschooler how to use a glue stick to attach fabric 
to the strip to make a bookmark. Print the main point on 
the bookmark. Punch a hole in the top and attach a ribbon.
SAY • These types of fabric are used in weddings to make 

dresses and other decorations. John said he is like 
the groom’s friend in a wedding. A wedding is the 
groom’s special day. The groom’s friend should not 
make it about himself. Jesus came from heaven to 
earth. Jesus had come, and John’s job was complete. 

• blocks 
• masking tape
• marker

LOW PREP

• wedding fabrics 
(tulle, lace, satin, 
etc.)

• ribbon
• heavyweight paper 

cut into 8 ½” x 2 ¾” 
strips

• glue sticks
• hole punch (adult 

use)
• permanent marker 

(adult use)
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Sort pom-poms
Provide pom-poms of various sizes. Direct preschoolers to 
use plastic tongs to sort the pom-poms by size. 
SAY •  John said Jesus must become greater and John must 

become less. [Use a large pom-pom and a small pom-
pom to demonstrate.] John was from the earth, and he 
could only tell people about things on earth. Jesus 
came from heaven to earth, so He could talk about 
things in heaven because He had seen them! 

Send messages
Provide preschoolers with boxes, envelopes, stamps, papers, 
and other mail-oriented items. Guide the preschoolers to 
play out sorting and delivering mail. 
SAY •  We often get messages in the mail. John’s job was to 

give people the message, “Get ready for Jesus! Jesus 
is coming!” Jesus came from heaven to earth. Now 
that Jesus was here, John’s job was finished. 

Play in water
Fill a shallow plastic tub with a few inches of water. Set the 
tub on a table. Place towels on the floor and around the 
table to prevent slipping. Offer preschoolers cups and other 
objects to play with in the water. 
SAY •  Jesus and John both baptized people with water. 

John’s followers told John about Jesus baptizing 
people. John explained he was happy people were 
being baptized and following Jesus. Jesus came from 
heaven to earth. Jesus is the Messiah God promised.

Transition to large group closing

• pom-poms, various 
sizes

• plastic tongs

• boxes
• envelopes
• stamps
• paper

Option: Collect 
junk mail from 
your home for 
preschoolers to 
play with. 

• water table or 
plastic tub

• water
• cups
• plastic water toys

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Who was given a special job from God? (John)
2. What was John’s message to the people? (Get ready 

for Jesus! Jesus is coming!)
3. Why could John only tell people about things on 

earth? (He was from earth.) 
4. Why could Jesus talk about things in heaven? 

(Jesus came from heaven to earth.)
5. Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son.
SAY • John told people that he was not the Messiah. John 

was the messenger who announced that the Messiah 
was coming. Jesus is the Messiah. Jesus came from 
heaven to earth. Now that Jesus was here, John’s job 
was finished.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You for sending Jesus from heaven to 

earth. Thank You for sending Your Son to die on the 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “John 14:6” song 
• “That’s What Jesus 

Did” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus and John the Baptist
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 3:22-36
MAIN POINT: Jesus came from heaven to earth.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son.

Large Group CLOSING
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cross to save us from sin. Thank You for loving us so 
much. We love You. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is participating in a missions 
activity, discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your 
group’s progress. If you are not participating in a missions 
activity, talk about how John the Baptist was given a special 
job. He was sent to announce that the Messiah was coming. 
John told people about Jesus. You may also show the “Kids 
Across Culture” video.
SAY • In this mission video, we saw Benji and Mandi 

working with people in Senegal, West Africa. They 
share the Word of God with the people in Senegal. 
Benji and Mandi were pointing people towards Jesus, 
just like John the Baptist did in our Bible story. We 
can pray for Benji and Mandi and other missionaries 
like them who are daily spreading God’s Word across 
the world. We can also pray for the people in Senegal 
to turn from their sin and trust in Jesus.

Clean the room
Explain to preschoolers that you will give each one of them 
a special job to do to clean up the classroom. Assign each 
preschooler a different task. 
SAY • John’s special job was to tell people to get ready for 

God’s Son, Jesus! God gives us a similar job. We get 
to tell others about Jesus too! We want people to be 
ready when Jesus comes back to earth to rescue God’s 
people forever! 

• “Kids Across Culture” 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child

• washcloths
• spray bottles of 

water
• small brooms and 

dustpan
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Leader BIBLE STUDY

At the time Jesus was on earth, the social food chain went 
like this: Jews don’t talk to Samaritans. The strife between 
the two groups stretched back hundreds of years, to the 
Babylonian exile.

When the Babylonians attacked Judah, they moved a large 
group of God’s people away from their homes. But some of 
the people—the poorest, sickest, least able to work—were 
left behind in the region that became known as Samaria. 

Jesus Met a Samaritan Woman

BIBLE PASSAGE: John 4:1-42
MAIN POINT: Jesus told the Samaritan woman He is God’s Son.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 114

SMALL GROUP 
ACTIVITIES 

(25–30 MINUTES)
PAGE 116

LARGE GROUP 
CLOSING

(10+ MINUTES)
PAGE 118

UNIT 21
Session 3

Unit 21 • Session 3
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The exile lasted 70 years. During that time, those left in 
Samaria began to mingle with their neighbors to the north. 
They intermarried and practiced foreign customs. While the 
Samaritans still believed in God, they adapted their beliefs.

The Jews who returned home from Babylon to rebuild 
God’s temple in Jerusalem rejected this new way of life. 
They were dedicated to obeying and worshiping God, 
and they didn’t agree with the Samaritans’ practices. The 
Samaritans opposed the Jews’ efforts to reestablish their 
nation. In time, the Jews’ hate for the Samaritans grew—so 
much so, that a Jew traveling from Judea to Galilee would 
take a longer route to travel around Samaria rather than 
through it.

Jesus broke down barriers when He traveled to Galilee by 
way of Samaria. Even more surprising, Jesus stopped at 
a well around noon and asked a Samaritan woman for a 
drink. Jewish men did not speak to women in public.

But Jesus was kind to her, and He offered a gift—living 
water. The woman didn’t understand, but Jesus revealed His 
knowledge of her past. He even gave her a glimpse of the 
future. The Samaritan woman expected a Messiah to come 
and fix everything. Jesus said, “I am He.”

Explain to preschoolers that the living water Jesus offers is 
the Holy Spirit. (See John 7:37-39.) It is a gift that He is 
eager to give us when we ask Him. Those who receive His 
grace will never be thirsty again.
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Jesus Met a Samaritan Woman
John 4:1-42

Jesus had been teaching in the land of Judea, and a 
group of Jesus’ friends followed Him. The men were called 
His disciples. Many people began following Jesus, and they 
listened to Him teach. Now it was time for Jesus to leave 
Judea.

Jesus traveled back toward the land of Galilee. 
Between the land of Judea and the land of Galilee was the 
land of Samaria. Usually the people of Israel stayed away 
from Samaria; they did not get along with the people 
there. Even though traveling through Samaria was the 
fastest way home, they took the long way around.

But Jesus was not like the other Jews. On His way 
home, He traveled right through the land of Samaria. He 
stopped at one of the towns where there was a well. Jesus 
stayed at the well, and His friends went into town to buy 
food.

A woman who lived in Samaria came to the well to get 
water. Jesus said to the woman, “Give Me a drink.”

The woman was surprised. “I am a Samaritan,” she 
said. “Why are you talking to me?”

Jesus said, “I asked you for a drink. You do not know 
who I am. If you did, you would have asked Me for a 
drink. I would give you living water.”

The woman was confused. Jesus did not have any water 
with Him. He did not even have a bucket to get water out 
of the well.

“Sir,” the woman said, “where do You get ‘living 
water’?”

“Anyone who drinks the water from this well will be 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use a felt board: 
Create felt figures 
by printing an extra 
Bible story picture 
onto thick paper. Cut 
out the well, Jesus, 
and woman figures. 
Attach a strip of felt 
onto the back. Cover 
a sheet of cardboard 
with a large piece of 
felt. Place the figures 
onto the felt board as 
they are mentioned 
in the story.

• Build a well: 
Invite preschoolers to 
bring blocks to large 
group time. Construct 
a crude well with the 
blocks and sit around 
it. Tell the story 
around the well.

The BIBLE STORY
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thirsty again,” Jesus said, “but anyone who drinks the 
water I give will never get thirsty again!” That sounded 
wonderful! But Jesus wasn’t talking about actual water. 
He was talking about God’s Spirit. Whoever has God’s 
Spirit will have eternal life. But the woman did not 
understand.

“Sir, I want living water,” she said. “Then I won’t have 
to keep coming to this well to get water with my bucket.”

“Go get your husband,” Jesus said.
“I do not have a husband,” the woman said.
Jesus knew she was telling the truth. Jesus knew 

everything about the woman. The woman could tell Jesus 
was wise, so she asked Him a question about worshiping 
God. Then she said, “I know the Messiah is coming. He 
will explain everything to us.”

Jesus said, “I am the Messiah.”
The woman left and told the people in her town what 

had happened. Many people believed in Jesus because of 
what the woman said. Jesus stayed in the town for two days, 
and many more people believed in Him. The people said, 
“We have heard for ourselves and know that this really is 
the Savior of the world.”

Christ Connection: Jesus was different from other people on 
earth. He was kind to the woman at the well even though she 
didn’t have many friends. Jesus loves everyone, and He came to 
give people a free gift: salvation from sin.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing 
an action song such as “Because He Loves Us” to engage 
them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by 
leading preschoolers in “That’s What Jesus Did.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Display a cup or bottle of water for preschoolers to see. Ask 
preschoolers where they get water.
SAY • When Jesus was on earth, people had to walk to a 

well to get water to use every day. In today’s Bible 
story, a woman went to a well to get water, but she 
got something way better than water. Listen to our 
story to find out what happened.

Open your Bible to John 4:1-42. Show the video or tell the 
Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Cut a raindrop shape out of blue construction paper. 
Place the cutout at John 14:6 in your Bible. Invite a few 
volunteers to come up one at a time and open the Bible 
to the key passage. Challenge preschoolers to say the key 

• “Because He Loves 
Us” song

• “That’s What Jesus 
Did” song 

• Bible
• cup or bottle of 

water
• “Jesus Met a 

Samaritan Woman” 
video (optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• blue construction 

paper 
• scissors
• “John 14:6” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Met a Samaritan Woman
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 4:1-42
MAIN POINT: Jesus told the Samaritan woman He is God’s Son.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son.
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passage on their own after you have practiced as a group 
several times.
SAY • Jesus said these words about Himself. The Samaritan 

woman came to the well for water, but she met the 
One who is the way, the truth, and the life. Because 
of sin, people can come to God only through Jesus. 

Sing the key passage song “John 14:6” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son. God sent His very Own Son to be the Messiah 
He promised to send long ago. The Samaritan 
woman told the people in her town about Jesus. 
When they heard Jesus, they knew He was the Savior 
of the world.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus was different from other people on earth. He 

was kind to the woman at the well even though she 
didn’t have many friends. Jesus told the Samaritan 
woman He is God’s Son. Jesus loves everyone, and 
He came to give people a free gift: salvation from sin.

Sing “That’s What Jesus Did” and “Everywhere I Go” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “God’s Love.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for the gift of salvation. Thank You 

for loving us so much that You sent Your Son. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• “That’s What Jesus 

Did” song
• “Everywhere I Go” 

song
• “God’s Love” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus Met a Samaritan Woman
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 4:1-42
MAIN POINT: Jesus told the Samaritan woman He is God’s Son.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Follow the leader
Let each preschooler take turns being the leader as children 
walk around the room in a single-file line. The line leader 
will make motions for the other children to repeat.
SAY •  Jesus told the Samaritan woman He is God’s Son. 

The woman told the people in her town about her 
meeting with Jesus. Many people followed Jesus 
because of what the woman said. We can tell other 
people about Jesus so they can follow Him too! 

Paint with colored water
Write the big picture answer with white crayon on a piece 
of white paper. Fill some cups with a small amount of water 
and add food color to the water. Guide preschoolers to 
paint their paper and watch the big picture answer appear. 
SAY • Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s Son. 

Jesus told the Samaritan woman He is God’s Son.  

Stack cups and say the key passage
Turn cups upside down. Print each word of the key passage 
onto a separate cup. Demonstrate to a preschooler how to 
stack cups to create a pyramid shape. Read a word aloud as 
a child works with a marked cup. Guide him to arrange the 

• 
LOW PREP

• white paper, 
1 per child

• white crayon
• cups of water
• food color
• paintbrushes, 

1 per child

• foam cups
• permanent marker 

(adult use)
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cups and discover the key passage. Invite the child to repeat 
the key passage after you.
SAY • Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. Jesus came to 

give people a free gift: salvation from sin. God’s Son 
Jesus is the only way to get this free gift. Who did 
Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s Son. 

Make a well
Before the session, cover the outside of a clean, empty baby 
food jar with construction paper. Help preschoolers glue 
craft sticks vertically around the jar to make a “well.” Wrap 
a rubber band around the well to secure the craft sticks.
SAY • Jesus asked the Samaritan woman for water. Then He 

offered her living water so that she would never be 
thirsty again. Jesus told the Samaritan woman He 
is God’s Son. Jesus loves everyone. He came to give 
people a free gift: salvation from sin.

Experiment with water
Fill a plastic bucket with water. Place a towel under the 
bucket. Gather an assortment of items. Ask preschoolers to 
predict if an item will sink or float. Then drop the item in 
the water. Drop a small bucket into the water last.
SAY • The Samaritan woman came to the well with her 

bucket to get water, but she got so much more. Jesus 
told the Samaritan woman He is God’s Son. Jesus 
was kind to the woman at the well even though she 
didn’t have many friends. Jesus loves everyone, and 
He came to give people a free gift: salvation from sin.  

Transition to large group closing

• clean, empty baby 
food jar

• construction paper
• scissors (adult-use)
• tape 
• craft sticks
• glue
• rubber bands

• bucket 
• towel
• assorted items
• small bucket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Where did Jesus sit down beside a well? (Samaria)
2. What did Jesus ask the Samaritan woman to give 

Him? (a drink of water)
3. Was the living water Jesus spoke about actual 

water? (No, Jesus was talking about God’s Spirit.)
4. Where did the woman go when she left Jesus? (She 

went to tell others in her town about Him.)
5. Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son.
SAY • Jesus met a Samaritan woman at a well. He was 

kind to her even though most Jews did not like 
Samaritans. Jesus loves everyone. Jesus told the 
Samaritan woman He is God’s Son. Jesus came to 
give people a free gift: salvation from sin. 

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY •  God, thank You that You love all people no matter 

who they are or what they have done. You showed 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “John 14:6” song 
• “That’s What Jesus 

Did” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Met a Samaritan Woman
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 4:1-42
MAIN POINT: Jesus told the Samaritan woman He is God’s Son.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son.

Large Group CLOSING
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all of us the greatest kindness of all when You sent 
Your Son to earth. Help us to turn from our sin and 
receive Your free gift of salvation from sin. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is participating in a missions 
activity, discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your 
group’s progress. If you are not participating in a missions 
activity, talk about how Jesus traveled to different places to 
tell people He is God’s Son. Missionaries all over the world 
tell people about God. You may also show the “Go West, 
Senegal” video. 
SAY • In this missions video, we learned about the 

MacIntyre family and their work in Dakar, Senegal. 
Not only are the parents telling people about Jesus, 
but the children are as well. They are showing 
kindness to the people there like Jesus showed to the 
Samaritan woman. The MacIntyre family is telling 
people about God’s free gift of salvation from sin. 
Let’s pray for the MacIntyre family and that many 
people in Senegal will trust in Jesus.

Play with cars 
Invite preschoolers to play with cars. Remind preschoolers 
that Jesus and His friends walked through Samaria. Even 
though Jews did not get along with Samaritans, Jesus 
stopped at a well in Samaria and showed kindness to a 
Samaritan woman. Many Samaritan people believed that 
Jesus is the Messiah God promised to send.

• “Go West, Senegal” 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printables, 
1 per child

• toy cars
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4

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Jesus was about thirty years old when He began His 
ministry. After John baptized Jesus in the Jordan River, Jesus 
was tempted in the desert. Jesus traveled to Jerusalem for 
the Passover. Then, He headed north to Galilee. He went 
through the region of Samaria, stopping at Jacob’s well to 
talk to a Samaritan woman.

Jesus began teaching in the synagogues. He went to the 
town of Nazareth. Nazareth was a small village in the hills 

Jesus Rejected in Nazareth

BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 4:14-30
MAIN POINT: Jesus said God’s Word is about Him.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 124

SMALL GROUP 
ACTIVITIES 

(25–30 MINUTES)
PAGE 126

LARGE GROUP 
CLOSING

(10+ MINUTES)
PAGE 128

UNIT 21
Session 4

Unit 21 • Session 4
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between the Sea of Galilee and the Mediterranean Sea. This 
was where Jesus grew up.

On the Sabbath day, Jesus went into the synagogue. He read 
aloud the words of the prophet Isaiah. (See Isa. 61:1-2.) 
Jesus sat down. Everyone’s eyes were on Him as He 
explained, “Today as you listen, this Scripture has been 
fulfilled.” What was Jesus saying? Jesus was saying, It’s Me. 
The words Jesus read were coming true. Some of the people 
might have remembered Jesus from His youth. They asked, 
“Isn’t this Joseph’s son?”

Jesus knew their thoughts; Jesus had performed miracles 
in Capernaum, and the people wanted Jesus to do miracles 
in His hometown too. Jesus reminded them of two Old 
Testament accounts. Many widows lived in Israel when 
the prophet Elijah was there, but God sent Elijah to help a 
widow in another country. And Elisha likely encountered 
Israelites who had leprosy, but he healed Naaman the 
Syrian.

Jesus wanted the people to understand that His miracles 
were an act of grace—a gift. No one deserves God’s grace, 
so God may show grace to whomever He pleases—even 
Gentiles. The people were angry. They drove Jesus away, 
intending to kill Him, but Jesus escaped through the crowd.

As you teach, explain that Jesus came to give sight to the 
blind and to set the captives free. He came preaching good 
news to all the people groups. Finally, the Messiah had 
come! Jesus was God’s plan to save sinners.
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Jesus Rejected in Nazareth
Luke 4:14-30

Jesus went to the town of Nazareth. Nazareth was 
special to Jesus. He grew up there as a young boy. Now 
Jesus was grown up. He traveled all around and taught 
people about God.

On the Sabbath day, Jesus went to the synagogue. The 
synagogue was a special building where Jews met together to 
pray, worship, and learn about the Scriptures. The Sabbath 
was a special day when God’s people would rest. On that 
day, all the Jews went to the synagogue to worship God. 
One of the ways people worshiped God was by listening 
to God’s Word.

At the synagogue, Jesus stood up to read God’s Word. 
He opened a scroll. The scroll had words on it from the 
prophet Isaiah long ago. Jesus read the words: “God’s 
Spirit is on Me. He has chosen Me to tell good news to 
the poor. He has sent Me to tell the captives that they are 
free, to help the blind people see, to free people who have 
been treated badly, and to announce that God’s favor is on 
us.”

Then Jesus rolled up the scroll. He gave the scroll to a 
man who worked in the synagogue, and then He sat down. 
The people in the synagogue stared at Jesus, waiting for 
Him to say something. Jesus said, “These words came 
true today.”

Yes, Isaiah’s words came true because Isaiah’s words were 
about Jesus! God was with Jesus, and God had chosen 
Jesus to tell people good news! Many of the people in the 
synagogue were happy. Jesus was saying wonderful things!

Jesus knew the people in Nazareth would not accept 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use a podium: 
Stand at a podium to 
tell the story or invite 
volunteers to stand at 
the podium and act 
out the story as you 
tell it. Encourage a 
few preschoolers to 
smile and be happy 
about Jesus’ words, 
but most of the 
group should make 
faces to show anger.

• Visit the worship 
center: Visit the 
sanctuary or worship 
center if it is not 
in use. Take turns 
standing on the 
stage or at the pulpit. 
Hold a Bible and 
say the key passage 
before telling the 
Bible story. 

The BIBLE STORY
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Him. “No prophet is accepted in his hometown,” He 
said. Jesus told the people about times when God used 
prophets to help people who were not Jews. When Jesus 
was done talking, the people were angry. They made 
Jesus leave Nazareth. They wanted to hurt Jesus, but 
Jesus walked away.

Christ Connection: Long before Jesus was born, Isaiah the 
prophet talked about God’s plan to send Jesus to earth. Jesus 
would bring good news and help people who were hurting. Jesus 
read Isaiah’s words. Jesus said that He is the One God promised 
to send.

123God Among Us

005611850_PreWorshipGuide_SPR17.indb   123 8/24/16   12:15 PM



head1 (“Opening” is 
char.style “head1a)
outline_nested

subhead1
body_no_indent

subhead1_nested
body_no_indent
lead-in

Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing 
an action song such as “Because He Loves Us” to engage 
them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by 
leading preschoolers in “That’s What Jesus Did.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Ask preschoolers to share what they did this morning.
SAY • You came to church today! In today’s Bible story, 

Jesus went to the synagogue. A synagogue is where 
Jewish people go to church. In the synagogue, Jesus 
read some of the words God told Isaiah to write long 
ago. Listen to find out what Jesus said about those 
words.

Open your Bible to Luke 4:14-30. Show the video or tell 
the Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use 
the bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Roll a small piece of paper like a scroll and place it at 
John 14:6 in your Bible. Invite a few volunteers to come up 
one at a time and open your Bible to the key passage. Say 
the key passage as a group several times. Then mouth the 

• “Because He Loves 
Us” song

• “That’s What Jesus 
Did” song 

• Bible
• “Jesus Rejected in 

Nazareth” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• paper
• “John 14:6” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Rejected in Nazareth
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 4:14-30
MAIN POINT: Jesus said God’s Word is about Him.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son.
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key passage while preschoolers say it out loud. Continue 
until all children are saying the key passage out loud.
SAY • Our key passage says that Jesus is the truth. God’s 

Word is truth, and God’s Word is about Jesus. When 
Jesus came to earth, He made the words that God 
gave Isaiah come true.

Sing the key passage song “John 14:6” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son. Isaiah’s words came true because Isaiah’s words 
were about God’s Son, Jesus. God was with Jesus, 
and God had chosen Jesus to tell people good news! 
Jesus was God’s plan to save sinners.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Long before Jesus was born, Isaiah the prophet talked 

about God’s plan to send Jesus to earth. Jesus would 
bring good news and help people who are hurting. 
After He read Isaiah’s words, Jesus said God’s Word 
is about Him. Jesus is the One whom God promised 
to send. 

Sing “That’s What Jesus Did” and “We Can Love Jesus” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “God’s Love.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You that You sent Your Son to earth to 

bring good news and to help people who are hurting. 
Thank You for giving us Your Word so we can know 
You and Your Son. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• “That’s What Jesus 

Did” song
• “We Can Love Jesus” 

song
• “God’s Love” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus Rejected in Nazareth
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 4:14-30
MAIN POINT: Jesus said God’s Word is about Him.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Pass the scroll relay
Write the main point on two sheets of paper. Roll up each 
like a scroll and secure with string. 

Form two single-file lines. Direct the first child in each 
line to pass the scroll over her head to the next person 
in line. Direct the second child in line to pass the scroll 
between his legs to the next person. Continue passing until 
the scroll makes it to the end of the line and the last child 
opens it. The first team to complete the relay wins.
SAY •  Jesus stood up to read God’s Word at the synagogue. 

He opened a scroll and read words Isaiah wrote long 
ago. Jesus said God’s Word is about Him. 

Lead the blind
Cover a preschooler’s eyes with a blindfold. A preschooler 
who does not wish to wear a blindfold may close his eyes. 
Choose another preschooler to carefully lead him around 
the room. Play until each preschooler has a turn.
SAY •  Jesus said God’s word is about Him. Jesus came to 

bring good news and help people who were hurting. 
Jesus helped blind people see while He was on earth. 
The Bible tells us that when Jesus comes back, He 
will heal people, and they will never get sick again.

• 
• paper
• marker
• string

LOW PREP

• blindfold (optional)

Tip: Clear obstacles 
and assign an adult 
to stay nearby the 
blindfolded child for 
safety. 

LOW PREP
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Build a church
Using blocks, interlocking bricks, or other objects, 
encourage preschoolers to build a church. 
SAY • We go to church to worship God and hear the Bible 

taught. Jesus went to the synagogue to worship God 
and to read His Word. Jesus read God’s Word to the 
people. Jesus said God’s Word is about Him. 

Make a big picture question scroll
Print a copy of the big picture question poster with the 
answer for each preschooler. Cut each poster into three or 
four pieces. Place the pieces of each poster in a ziplock bag. 

Give each preschooler a sheet of construction paper 
and a ziplock bag of pieces. Invite him to put the puzzle 
together on his sheet of construction paper to reveal the big 
picture question and answer. Then glue the puzzle pieces 
in place. When glue has dried, show him how to roll up his 
paper like a scroll. Secure the scroll with a piece of yarn.  
SAY • Jesus went to the synagogue to worship God. Jesus 

stood to read God’s Word from a scroll. Jesus said 
God’s Word is about Him. 

Examine Bibles
Set out an assortment of Bibles for preschoolers to browse 
and examine. Show preschoolers the words Jesus read in 
Isaiah 61:1-2 and Luke 4:18-19. Point to Jesus’ name. 
SAY • Every story in the Bible tells the one big story of 

God’s plan to send Jesus. Jesus said God’s Word is 
about Him. 

Transition to large group closing

• 
• blocks, interlocking 

bricks, or other 
building materials

LOW PREP

• Big Picture Question 
Poster printable, 1 
per child

• scissors (adult-use)
• ziplock bag
• construction paper
• glue stick
• yarn

• Bibles

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Where did Jesus grow up? (Nazareth)
2. Where did God’s people meet together to pray, 

worship, and learn about the Scriptures? (synagogue)
3. What did Jesus read to the people? (a scroll)
4. What did Jesus tell the people? (Jesus said God’s 

Word is about Him.)
5. Whom did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son.
SAY • Long before Jesus was born, Isaiah the prophet wrote 

about God’s plan to send Jesus to earth. Jesus would 
bring good news and help people who were hurting. 
Jesus went to Nazareth, the town where He grew 
up. At the synagogue there, Jesus read God’s words 
through Isaiah. Jesus said God’s Word is about 
Him. 

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY •  God, thank You that we can come to church to pray, 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “John 14:6” song 
• “That’s What Jesus 

Did” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Rejected in Nazareth
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 4:14-30
MAIN POINT: Jesus said God’s Word is about Him.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son.

Large Group CLOSING
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worship, and learn more about You. Thank You 
for sending Your Son to bring good news and help 
people who are hurting. We love You. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is participating in a missions 
activity, discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your 
group’s progress. If you are not participating in a missions 
activity, talk about how Jesus read God’s Word in the 
synagogue. Tell the preschoolers about how Jesus told the 
people that He was the One whom God promised to send. 
You may also show the “Songhai Kingdoms” video. 
SAY • These missionaries are in Niger, West Africa. They 

are working with the Songhai people. Most of the 
Songhai people believe in gods that are not real. They 
have never heard about Jesus. The missionaries there 
are telling the Songhai about Jesus and how much 
He loves them. Let’s pray for the Songhai people to 
not be afraid to follow Jesus and to trust Him with 
their lives. Let’s also pray for the missionaries there as 
they share God’s Word with the Songhai people.

Sign the main point
Look up how to use sign language to sign the words Jesus, 
Bible, and Him online before the session. Demonstrate the 
signs to preschoolers. Invite the group to sign the words 
with you and join them together to sign the main point. 
Allow volunteers to take turns signing the main point for 
the group. Remind preschoolers that Jesus said God’s Word 
is about Him. 

• “Songhai Kingdoms” 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printables, 1 
per child
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Zacchaeus lived in the town of Jericho. He was a chief 
tax collector. Zacchaeus’s job was to collect money from 
the Jews for the Roman government. Many people knew 
Zacchaeus, and many did not like him.

The Bible says that Zacchaeus was rich. Tax collectors often 
collected more money than necessary and kept the surplus 
for themselves. His greed and dishonesty led Zacchaeus 
to being looked down upon as a “sinner.” But Zacchaeus 

Jesus and Zacchaeus

BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 19:1-10
MAIN POINT: Jesus loved Zacchaeus.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 134

SMALL GROUP 
ACTIVITIES 

(25–30 MINUTES)
PAGE 136

LARGE GROUP 
CLOSING

(10+ MINUTES)
PAGE 138

UNIT 21
Session 5

Unit 21 • Session 5
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treasured his wealth more than his reputation.

Zacchaeus probably never imagined that his entire life 
would change in a single day. When Jesus came through 
Jericho, Zacchaeus wanted to see him. He couldn’t see over 
the crowds, so he climbed a sycamore tree and watched 
Jesus from a distance.

Imagine the crowd’s surprise when Jesus approached the tree 
and called out to Zacchaeus, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come 
down because today I must stay at your house.”

Of all the people in Jericho, Jesus chose to visit Zacchaeus! 
The other people complained. What was Jesus thinking, 
going to stay with a sinner like Zacchaeus?

The story reveals that Zacchaeus’s encounter with Jesus 
changed him. He offered to give half of his possessions to 
the poor and to pay back four times what he had cheated 
from others. Zacchaeus no longer treasured his wealth. 
He realized that Jesus offered something so much better. 
Jesus confirmed this evidence of a changed heart: “Today 
salvation has come to this house.”

People who encounter Jesus do not walk away unchanged. 
Pray that the preschoolers you teach would encounter the 
real Jesus, the One who came into the world because we 
needed Him. Jesus came to seek and save the lost—people 
like Zacchaeus and people like us. “I didn’t come to call the 
righteous, but sinners” (Mark 2:17). When we repent and 
trust in Jesus, He changes us.
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Jesus and Zacchaeus
Luke 19:1-10

Jesus was traveling, and He came to a town called 
Jericho. A man named Zacchaeus lived in Jericho. 
Zacchaeus was rich. He was a chief tax collector, so he 
was in charge of collecting money from the people in 
Jericho to give to the Roman government. The people in 
Jericho did not like tax collectors because many of them 
were dishonest.

When Jesus was in Jericho, a large crowd of people 
came to see Him. Zacchaeus had heard about Jesus, and 
he wanted to see Him too! But Zacchaeus was too short 
to see over the other people. So he ran ahead of the crowd 
and climbed into a sycamore tree.

When Jesus walked by, He looked into the tree and 
saw Zacchaeus.

“Come down, Zacchaeus,” Jesus said. “I want to stay 
with you today.”

Zacchaeus was happy! He hurried down from the 
tree and welcomed Jesus into his house. But other people 
were not happy. They complained and said, “Zacchaeus is a 
sinner, and Jesus is going to stay at his house!”

Later that day, Zacchaeus told Jesus that he wanted to 
do the right thing. “I will give half of everything I have 
to the poor,” Zacchaeus said. “And if I took anything 
from someone that I should not have taken, I will pay 
him back even more than I took.”

Jesus told Zacchaeus, “Today, you have been saved. 
You have shown that you are one of God’s people.”

Jesus said, “I have come to seek and save the lost.” Jesus 
had come to earth to find people like Zacchaeus—people 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Act it out: 
Encourage boys 
and girls to act out 
various scenes of the 
story as you tell it.

• Shield eyes and look 
around.

• Jump up and 
down, trying to see 
over something 
obstructing the view.

• Pretend to climb 
a tree.

• Shield eyes as 
Zacchaeus sees Jesus.

• Climb down the tree 
at Jesus’ request.

• Walk, walk, walk 
with Jesus to 
Zacchaeus’ house.

• Sit and visit with 
Jesus. 

• Go outside: Invite 
a guest to dress in 
Bible times clothes, 
go outside, and 
climb up into a tree. 
Take preschoolers 
outside and discover 
the guest. The guest 
storyteller could tell 
story from the tree 
or climb down and 
address the group as 
Zacchaeus.

The BIBLE STORY
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who did not know God—and to rescue them from their 
sin.

Christ Connection: Jesus came to look for and rescue people 
who sin. He came to rescue people like you and me. Jesus died 
on the cross and rose again. He is happy when we are sorry for 
our sin, and He wants us to trust in Him.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing 
an action song such as “Because He Loves Us” to engage 
them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by 
leading preschoolers in “That’s What Jesus Did.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Hide your Bible in plain sight in the classroom. 
SAY • My Bible is lost! Do you see it anywhere? [Invite a 

preschooler to retrieve the Bible.] Thank you! In today’s 
Bible story, Jesus said, “I have come to seek and save 
the lost.” He was not talking about something simply 
misplaced like my Bible. He was talking about 
people who do not know God. Listen to our Bible 
story to hear how Jesus found Zacchaeus, a man who 
did not know God.

Open your Bible to Luke 19:1-10. Show the video or tell 
the Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use 
the bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a twig or leaf at John 14:6 in your Bible. Invite a few 
volunteers to come up one at a time and open the Bible to 

• “Because He Loves 
Us” song

• “That’s What Jesus 
Did” song 

• Bible
• “Jesus and 

Zacchaeus” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• twig or leaf
• “John 14:6” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus and Zacchaeus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 19:1-10
MAIN POINT: Jesus loved Zacchaeus.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son.
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the key passage. Say the key passage as a group several times. 
Allow individual preschoolers to attempt to say the key 
passage on their own.
SAY • Zacchaeus discovered that Jesus is the way, the truth, 

and the life. Jesus came to find people who did not 
know God—people like you and me—and to make a 
way for us to be with God.

Sing the key passage song “John 14:6” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son. When people meet the Son of God, they do 
not stay the same. Just being near Jesus showed 
Zacchaeus that he was a sinner. Jesus changed his 
heart, so Zacchaeus wanted to obey God. 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus loved Zacchaeus. Jesus came to look for and 

rescue people who sin. He came to rescue people like 
you and me. Jesus died on the cross and rose again. 
He is happy when we are sorry for our sin, and He 
wants us to trust in Him.

Sing “That’s What Jesus Did” and “Everywhere I Go” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “God’s Love.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY •  God, thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, to 

rescue us from sin. You love us just like You loved 
Zacchaeus. Change our hearts. Help us to always say 
we are sorry when we sin. We love You. Amen.

Transition to small groups 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• “That’s What Jesus 

Did” song
• “Everywhere I Go” 

song
• “God’s Love” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus and Zacchaeus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 19:1-10
MAIN POINT: Jesus loved Zacchaeus.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Seek and save the lost
Tell preschoolers to close their eyes. Hide a person figure 
somewhere in the room. Tell children to open their eyes and 
find it. Play several rounds. 
SAY • When we say a person is lost, we mean he or she 

does not know God. The Bible tells us that all of us 
are lost because all of us are sinners, but Jesus did 
not leave us lost. Jesus loves us, just like Jesus loved 
Zacchaeus. Jesus died on the cross and rose again to 
rescue us from sin. We are found because of Jesus.

Collect taxes
Give each child some toy money. Invite preschoolers to take 
turns being a tax collector. Lead preschoolers to spread out 
around the room while the tax collector goes around with a 
basket collecting taxes. Then encourage the tax collector to 
go back and return the money. 
SAY • Zacchaeus was a dishonest tax collector. Many people 

did not like him, but Jesus loved Zacchaeus and 
came to his house. Jesus changed Zacchaeus’ heart. 
Zacchaeus was sorry for his sin and wanted to do the 
right thing. Jesus is happy when we are sorry for our 
sin, and He wants us to trust in Him.

• person figu e

LOW PREP

• play money
• basket
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Work Jesus puzzles
Print the Bible story picture posters from Unit 21 onto 
heavyweight paper and cut them into 4-6 puzzle pieces. 
Invite preschoolers to select and work a puzzle. Review 
Unit 21 Bible stories as preschoolers work.
SAY • Jesus came to rescue people from their sin—people 

like Zacchaeus and people like you and me. Jesus 
loved Zacchaeus, and He died on the cross and rose 
again for us. Jesus wants people to trust in Him.

Examine leaves
Take a nature walk to gather leaves or collect some before 
class. Acquire some sycamore leaves if possible. Lead 
preschoolers to examine the leaves using magnifying glasses. 
Point out shapes, colors, and veins.
SAY • Zacchaeus ran ahead of the crowd and climbed into 

a sycamore tree so he could see Jesus. Jesus told 
Zacchaeus to come down because He wanted to stay 
with him. Zacchaeus welcomed Jesus into his house. 
Jesus loved Zacchaeus. Jesus came to look for and 
rescue people who sin. 

Make Jesus Loves You! door hangers
Write Jesus Loves You! on a 4 1/2 y-6-inch foam sheet for 
each preschooler. Invite him to decorate the door hanger 
with foam stickers. Punch two holes at the top and string 
yarn through to create a hanger.
SAY •  Some people were not happy that Jesus stayed with 

Zacchaeus, but Jesus loved Zacchaeus. When we 
welcome lost people into our homes, we can tell 
them that Jesus loves them too! He died on the cross 
and rose again to rescue them from sin. 

Transition to large group closing

• Bible Story Pictures 
from Unit 21

• heavyweight paper
• scissors (adult use)
• ziplock bags

• Allergy Alert 
download 

• various leaves
• magnifying glasses

• foam sheets
• foam stickers 

(non-fantasy)
• marker
• hole punch
• yarn

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. What was Zacchaeus’ job? (tax collector)
2. What did Zacchaeus climb when he could not see 

Jesus? (a sycamore tree)
3. Who stayed with Zacchaeus in his house? (Jesus)
4. What did Zacchaeus say he would do? (give half of 

everything he had to the poor and give back the money 
he took)

5. Whom did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 
Son.

SAY •  Zacchaeus was a dishonest tax collector. People 
did not like him, but Jesus loved Zacchaeus. Jesus 
wanted to stay with Zacchaeus. Jesus is God’s Son. 
He came to look for and rescue people who sin—
people like Zacchaeus and you and me. Jesus died on 
the cross and rose again. Jesus is happy when we are 
sorry for our sin and put our trust in Him.

Sing the key passage song or unit theme song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “John 14:6” song 
• “That’s What Jesus 

Did” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus and Zacchaeus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 19:1-10
MAIN POINT: Jesus loved Zacchaeus.
KEY PASSAGE: John 14:6
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s 

Son.

Large Group CLOSING
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SAY • God, thank You for the Bible. Thank You for loving 
us just like You loved Zacchaeus. Thank You for 
sending Jesus to rescue us from our sin. Please help 
us to always be sorry for our sins. We love You. 
Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is participating in a missions 
activity, discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your 
group’s progress. If you are not participating in a missions 
activity, talk about how Jesus traveled around to find and 
rescue people from their sin. Now it is our job as followers 
of Jesus to go tell others about Him so they can turn from 
their sin and trust in Jesus. You may also show the “A 
Gospel Portrait” video. 
SAY • Amy Walters went to Niger with other women from 

her church to teach Songhai women how to paint. 
While they were painting she told them stories about 
Jesus from the Bible. Most of the women in the 
village did not know that Jesus loves them. Let’s pray 
that God would send more missionaries like Amy to 
Niger to share the good news about Jesus. Whom can 
you spend time with and share stories about Jesus 
with right here where you live? 

Line up according to height
Help preschoolers arrange themselves from shortest to 
tallest. Challenge preschoolers to try to look over the person 
in front of and behind them. Remind preschoolers that 
Zacchaeus was too short to see over the other people, so he 
climbed into a sycamore tree to see Jesus.

• “A Gospel Portrait” 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printables, 1 
per child
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Using Bible Story 
Pictures to Teach
BIBLE STORY PICTURES ARE A POWERFUL TOOL TO USE IN ANY CLASSROOM 

OR EVEN AT YOUR HOME. THERE ARE MANY STYLES OF ARTWORK TO 

CHOOSE FROM WHEN CONSIDERING A BIBLE STORY PICTURE.

The style of art you choose to 
display is up to you and could 
be chosen based on your style of 
teaching, the environment you are 
using it in, or even just personal 
preference. Here are a few things 
to remember when using teaching 
pictures in your classroom.

NONE OF THE FIGURES 

BEING DISPLAYED ARE THE 

ACTUAL PEOPLE WE ARE 

TEACHING ABOUT.

These are illustrations, not 
photographs. No matter the style 
of art, these are only an artist’s 
representation of what a real person 
looked like.

Each artist will draw the same 
person differently. We can teach our 
kids to focus on the setting of the 
image and not what the people look 
like. Honestly, none of us knows 
exactly what any of those people 
really looked like.

FOCUS ON THE SETTING.

When we use a Bible story 
picture, its purpose is to 

teach. The chosen art for a particular 
story will reinforce the concept or 
lesson being taught. Use the Bible 
story picture to elicit responses from 
boys and girls that go beyond the 
people to discover what the picture 
itself is teaching.

Ask: “What does the setting 
teach about the Bible story? What 
are the people doing that lead us to 
learn more about God or Jesus?”

THE ARTWORK WILL 

CONVEY WHAT YOU HELP 

THE GIRLS AND BOYS IN 

YOUR GROUP EXPERIENCE.

Many times I hear leaders criticizing 
one style of art while praising 
another style. In reality, kids today 
are in a very media-driven society 
and are inundated hourly with 
photographs and real-time video.

It may take some work on your 
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part to make sure that, when kids walk away from your group experience, 
they know that the images of the people and stories in the Bible are as much 
a reality as the photo they saw this morning posted on their favorite social 
network.

At the end of the day, the Bible story picture is a powerful tool. Bible story 
pictures can open a child’s imagination and transport them to a place in 
history. Use the pictures to help those learners connect with a Bible truth, 
and let that truth dwell in their hearts.

Tim Pollard is passionate about helping kids dig deep into Scripture, which he pursues through his 
daily work as leader of the Explore the Bible: Kids team. Tim lives with his wife and daughters in 
Mount Juliet, Tennessee.
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Deadly Mistakes in 
Kids Ministry

To be honest, these seven mistakes won’t take your life, 

but, they will defini ely “kill” your relationships with 

kids ministry leaders. Prayerfully consider each of these 

mistakes.

LEAD WITHOUT A PERSONAL VISION, PURPOSE, OR MISSION.

Don’t get caught up in every “cute” option that comes along in 
kids ministry. Know where God is leading you, stay the course, and provide 
consistency with your leaders and ultimately the kids in your ministry.

OPERATE WITH A “TOP-DOWN” APPROACH.

You have been called to ministry to serve your leaders … not hover 
in power over them. What have you done lately to “serve” them?

NEGLECT PERSONAL BIBLE STUDY AND QUIET TIMES WITH GOD.

This is non-negotiable. A leader not in the “Word” is not a leader 
at all. You need to lead your folks from your overflow of spending time with 
God.

ASSUME YOUR LEADERS DON’T NEED TRAINING.

You are their coach. Take this role seriously. Don’t just tell them 
what to do, but walk alongside them with steady encouragement.
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PUT PAPERWORK BEFORE PEOPLE WORK.

Obviously, some clerical work needs to be done in ministry. 
However, your number one priority should be to invest in your leaders. 
Give them your love and your time.

FORGET THE POWER OF PRAYER.

Pray regularly for your leaders by name. Let them know that you 
are praying for them. Even ask them often “how” you can pray for them.

ASSUME THAT CHANGE IS EASY FOR ALL OF YOUR LEADERS.

Some of your leaders are totally willing to make changes, but they 
just need a little help understanding the need for change and how it will 
affect them personally. Take the time to “ease” them into change.

Consider personally addressing one of these for each of the next seven 
weeks.

Jerry Vogel serves as a Kids Ministry Editorial Specialist with LifeWay Kids. He is married to Janie 
and has 4 children and 13 grandkids. Jerry is committed to enriching the lives of those who teach 
kids as well as making eternal investments in the lives of children.
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Leading Broadly Graded 
Worship
I’VE BEEN LEADING LARGE GROUP WORSHIP IN MY CHURCH FOR THE PAST 

FEW YEARS. LEADING A LARGE GROUP OF KIDS SOUNDS INTIMIDATING 

AND WELL, SOMETIMES, CAN BE. HERE ARE A FEW STRATEGIES THAT I’VE 

LEARNED LEADING A LARGE GROUP OF VARIED AGED KIDS.

1. Know your kids
Each group of kids is completely 
different and that may change from 
week to week. One of the first 
things you want to do when you 
begin leading large group is become 
familiar with the temperaments and 
unique personalities that make up 
your class. Knowing this will give 
you strategies for keeping good 
order.

2. Be prepared 
Once you know the personalities of 
the kids in your group, you will want 
to make sure that you are completely 
prepared. If you know your material 
well that will give you a chance to 
deal with any other issues that crop 
up with some of those personalities.

3. Don’t go it alone.
Staff your worship with as many 
volunteers as possible. Having other 
volunteers, many of whom can serve 

just as crowd control, will greatly 
improve your teaching time.

4. Have fun
Enjoy the time you get to teach boys 
and girls. If you are having fun while 
teaching that will spill over into the 
teaching experience and will not 
only benefit you, but also the boys 
and girls you are teaching. Having 
fun will be much easier when you 
have done the first three things 
suggested before.

Large group worship is one of the 
best times you can have and is very 
rewarding. Keep teaching and have 
fun.

Tim Pollard teaches 3rd-6th graders Explore 
the Bible: Kids Worship on Sunday nights at his 
church. He’s passionate about helping kids dig 
deep into Scripture, which he pursues through 
his daily work as leader of the Explore the Bible: 
Kids team. Tim lives with his wife and daughters 
in Mount Juliet, Tennessee.
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• As soon as kids arrive 
home from school

• After clearing the 
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• Right before bedtime

• During a weekly trip for 
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OPPORTUNE TIMES 
FOR PARENTS TO USE 
FAMILY CARDS:

Start discipling families today!

Jesus Was BornMatthew 2:1-12; Luke 2:1-20

Main Point: Jesus was born to be God’s promised Savior.
Big Picture Question: What makes Jesus different? Jesus is fully God and fully man.

Christ Connection: The birth of Jesus was good news! Jesus was not an ordinary baby. He is God’s Son, sent to earth from heaven. Jesus came into the world to save people from sin and to be their King forever.Key Passage: 1 Timothy 1:15
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ADD BIG PICTURE CARDS 
TO YOUR ORDER!

Big Picture Cards for Families equip parents for spiritual 
conversations throughoutthe week at home. Cards include the Christ 
Connection and other tidbits about the week’s Bible study material.

Daniel and His Friends 
Obeyed God

Daniel 1
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Daniel and His Friends Obeyed God 
Daniel 1

Key Passage: Daniel 2:20
Christ Connection: Daniel and his friends wanted to obey God, and God helped them. In a greater way, Jesus always did what God wanted Him to do. Jesus never sinned but He came to earth to rescue sinners. God forgives and helps everyone who trusts in Jesus.

Big Picture Question and Answer: How can we obey God? We trust God to help us obey Him. 

Main Point for Babies and Toddlers: God helps us obey Him.
Main Point for Preschoolers: Daniel obeyed God.

Bible Story Points: 
• God let the king of Babylon take His people away.• Daniel and his friends loved and obeyed God.• Jesus always obeys God.
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