Use Week of: Oct. 14 :: 3's/Pre-K

Unit 2 • Session 1

God’s Covenant
with Abraham
BIBLE PASSAGE:
Genesis 12; 15; 17
STORY POINT: God promised to
bless all the world through Abraham.
KEY PASSAGE:
Galatians 3:29
BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
Why can we trust God? We can trust
God because He is faithful.

TEACH THE STORY

EXPERIENCE THE STORY

REVIEW THE STORY

(15–20 MINUTES)

(25–30 MINUTES)

(10+ MINUTES)
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-bysession help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.
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LEADER Bible Study
Since the beginning, God wanted to bless and provide for His people.
Genesis 11 records the generations between Noah and Abram. Noah’s son
Shem had a family. Through Shem’s line, God would keep His promise to
send a Savior. Shem’s seventh-great grandson was named Abram. Abram
was born in Ur of the Chaldeans.
Abram was in his homeland when God spoke to him. God told Abram:
“Go out from your land, your relatives, and your father’s house to the land
that I will show you. I will make you into a great nation, I will bless you,
I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those
who bless you, I will curse anyone who treats you with contempt, and all
the peoples on earth will be blessed through you” (Gen. 12:1-3).
By faith, Abram obeyed God. He traveled toward the land of Canaan
with his wife, Sarai; his father, Terah; and his nephew, Lot. They settled in
Haran, about 600 miles from their home. When Abram was 75 years old,
he left Haran with his wife, his nephew, and all their possessions.
Genesis 15 records the Abrahamic covenant. The word of the Lord came
to Abram in a vision. God made a covenant with Abram and promised
to give him offspring as numerous as the stars in the sky and to give his
family the land of Canaan. At 99 years old, Abram was still childless. How
would God keep His promise if Abram didn’t have any children? But God
was serious about the covenant; He always keeps His promises. God even
changed Abram’s name to Abraham, which means “Father of a Multitude.”
God promised to bless all the earth through Abraham. At just the right
time, Jesus was born into Abraham’s family. (Gal. 4:4-5) Jesus fulfilled
God’s promise to Abraham. (See Gal. 3:8.) Jesus came into the world to
save sinners. Through Him, all the nations of the earth are blessed.

God Formed a Nation
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The BIBLE Story
God’s Covenant with Abraham
Genesis 12; 15; 17
Abram and his wife Sarai (SEHR igh) lived long ago. Abram was
part of Noah’s family. One day, something amazing happened to Abram:
God chose Abram out of all the people in the world and made a
covenant—a very special promise—with him.
God told Abram to move to a place he
had never been. God said Abram would
have many descendants. That meant
Abram would have many children
and grandchildren and greatgrandchildren. So many people
would be born into Abram’s
family that they would
become a whole nation of
people. They would have
land to live on, and everyone
would know who Abram was.
Abram
obeyed
God.
Abram and his wife were old
and they did not have any
children. Abram did not know
how God was going to give him a
big family, but Abram trusted God to
keep His promise.
Later, God spoke to Abram again. God
promised to give Abram a great reward.
Abram asked God, “Who will get that reward when
I die? I have no children.”
God took Abram outside. “Look at the sky and count the stars, if
you can,” said God. “That is how many descendants you will have
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someday.” Abram and his wife were getting old. How
would they have a baby? But Abram believed it would
happen because God said it would.
God promised to give Abram the land, too. God made
a special ceremony to show Abram that He would keep
His covenant. First, God told Abram to bring some animals:
a cow, a goat, a ram, a turtledove, and a pigeon. Abram
followed God’s instructions.
When the sun had set and it was dark, a smoking fire
pot and a flaming torch appeared and passed between the
animals. God showed that keeping the covenant was His
job, not Abram’s job.
When Abram was 99 years old, God talked to him
again. “I am changing your name to Abraham. You
will be the father of many children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren,” God said. “They will become many
nations, and some of them will be kings. I will give them
the land where you are living, and I will be their God. My
promises will last forever.”
Christ Connection: God promised to bless all the people in
the world through Abraham. God sent Jesus to earth as part of
Abraham’s family. God blesses all the people on earth through
Jesus because Jesus saves people from their sins.
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Bible
Storytelling Tips
• Vary your voice:
Use different voices
for the times in the
Bible story when God
speaks and when
Abraham speaks. You
may use a booming
voice for God and a
voice like an old man
for Abraham.
• Use the
“Genealogy of
Christ” poster:
Point to Abraham
on the “Genealogy
of Christ” poster
(005802967). Gesture
toward Abraham’s
descendants on the
timeline when they
are mentioned in the
Bible story.
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TEACH the Story
God’s Covenant with Abraham
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 12; 15; 17
STORY POINT: God promised to bless all the world through Abraham.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 3:29
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why can we trust God? We can trust God because
He is faithful.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome and worship with song
• “My God Is Real” song
• “You Are God” song

Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing
an action song such as “My God Is Real” to engage them
and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by leading
preschoolers in the theme song, “You Are God.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
• Bible
• suitcase
• items to pack for
a trip
• “God’s Covenant with
Abraham” video
(optional)
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Story Point Poster
• Giant Timeline

Before preschoolers arrive, set out an empty suitcase and
scatter items around the room that you might pack on a
trip. Engage preschoolers to help gather the items and pack
the suitcase.
SAY • Today we packed for a trip. In our Bible story today,
a man named Abram needed to pack up as he obeyed
God to move to a new place.
Open your Bible to Genesis 12; 15; 17. Show the video or
tell the Bible story using the provided storytelling tips. Use
the bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
• Bible
• “Key Passage Marker”
printable
• Key Passage Poster
• “If You Belong to
Christ” song
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Place the key passage marker at Galatians 3:29. Invite a few
volunteers to come up one at a time and open your Bible to
the key passage.
SAY • God promised Abraham that he would have a big
family! Jesus is God’s Son, and God sent Jesus to
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earth as a part of his family. Our key passage tells
us that if we trust in Jesus, we are part of Abraham’s
family. We can be a part of God’s promise to
Abraham when we trust in Jesus.
Sing the key passage song “If You Belong to Christ”
together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY

• Our big picture question asks, Why can we trust
God? We can trust God because He is faithful. God
was faithful to Abraham by keeping His promise to
send Jesus as part of Abraham’s family. Jesus is God’s
Son and brought blessing and salvation to the world!

• Big Picture Question
Poster

Respond through song and prayer
• God promised to bless all the world through
Abraham. God sent Jesus to earth as part of
Abraham’s family. God blesses all the people on earth
through Jesus because Jesus saves people from their
sins.
Sing “You Are God” and “Yahweh Is Good” as preschoolers
move with the music. Prepare for prayer by singing
“Wherever You Go.” You may also collect an offering.
SAY • Thank You, Jesus, that we can be a part of the
promise to Abraham if we trust in You because You
save us from our sins. Thank You for being faithful
so we can be blessed by God. We love You, Jesus.
Amen.
SAY

Transition to experience the story

God Formed a Nation

• Story Point Poster
• “You Are God” song
• “Yahweh Is Good”
song
• “Wherever You Go”
song
• offering basket

• countdown video
(optional)
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EXPERIENCE the Story
God’s Covenant with Abraham
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 12; 15; 17
STORY POINT: God promised to bless all the world through Abraham.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 3:29
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why can we trust God? We can trust God because
He is faithful.
SESSION TITLE:

Pass a globe
• inflatable globe

• dark construction
paper, 1 per child
• chalk
• star stickers
(optional)
• wipes (for cleanup)
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Form a circle and toss an inflatable globe back and forth
across the circle. Talk about how many people are in the
world. Talk about how God promised to bless all people—
even people who haven’t been born yet—through Abraham.
SAY • God promised to bless all the world through
Abraham. As we talked about how many people
are in the world, can you believe God is faithful in
keeping His promise to bless all the world through
one man? It’s amazing! God sent Jesus to earth as
part of Abraham’s family, and if we trust in Jesus to
forgive our sins, we are blessed too!

Draw stars
Provide dark construction paper for children to draw as
many stars (dots) with chalk as possible. You may also use
star stickers.
SAY • Can you count how many stars are on your picture?
Can you count the stars in the sky? Abraham’s family
is too big to count. Why can we trust God? We can
trust God because He is faithful. God promised to
bless all the world through Abraham when He sent
Jesus to bring salvation!
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Play out a journey
Provide blocks and people and animal figures for
preschoolers to build Abraham’s home. Then invite children
to play out Abraham’s journey to a new home.
SAY • Have you ever had to move before to a new home?
[Invite children to respond.] God sent Abraham on a
journey, and God promised to bless all the world
through Abraham. We can trust God because He
is faithful. God sent Jesus to earth to be a part of
Abraham’s family. When we trust in Jesus, we will be
blessed too.

• blocks
• people figures
• animal figures

Count and sort stars
Print two sets of the “Stars” printable in color. Cut apart the • “Stars” printable
cards. Set them out for preschoolers to sort by size or color. • scissors (adult use)
SAY • God promised Abraham that he would have as many
people in his family as stars in the sky. God kept His
promise! Why can we trust God? We can trust God
because He is faithful. God blesses all people on
earth through Jesus because He saves people from
their sins.

Work puzzles
Print an extra copy of the Bible story picture and cut it into
• Bible Story Picture
puzzle shapes. Encourage children to assemble the picture.
Poster
SAY • God promised to bless all the world through
• scissors (adult use)
Abraham. God sent Jesus to earth as part of
Abraham’s family. We are part of that promise. When
we turn from sin and trust in Jesus, we become part
of Abraham’s family.

Transition to review the story
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• countdown video
(optional)
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REVIEW the Story
God’s Covenant with Abraham
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 12; 15; 17
STORY POINT: God promised to bless all the world through Abraham.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 3:29
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why can we trust God? We can trust God because
He is faithful.
SESSION TITLE:

Review
• Bible
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Giant Timeline
• Story Point Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “You Are God” song
(optional)
• “If You Belong
to Christ” song
(optional)
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Point to the giant timeline as you review today’s Bible story.
Ask the following review questions:
1. With whom did God choose to make a covenant?
(Abram)
2. Where did God tell Abram to move? (to a place he
had never been)
3. What did God tell Abram his descendants would
be as many as? (the stars in the sky)
4. Whose job was it to keep the covenant, God’s or
Abram’s? (God’s)
5. What did God change Abram’s name to? (Abraham)
6. Why can we trust God? We can trust God because
he is faithful.
SAY • God promised to bless all the world through
Abraham. Abram trusted God with each command
God gave him. He moved to a new place. He trusted
God to give him a big family. He trusted God to
keep His covenant. And he trusted God when God
changed his name to Abraham. We can trust God
too because He is faithful.
Sing the theme song, “You Are God” or the key passage
song, “If You Belong to Christ.”
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Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You for the story of Abraham who
trusted You to be faithful. Thank You for keeping
Your promises to Abraham and to us. Thank You for
Jesus, who would be part of Abraham’s family. Thank
You for sending Jesus to die and rise again to save us
from sin. We praise You for that! We love You, amen.

Missions moment
Display a world map. Place a sticky note on India.
Show DJ’s family prayer card.
SAY • Missionaries share the gospel with people from many
nations. DJ’s family is sharing the gospel with people
from South Asia who live in Canada, a country in
North America. Many people from South Asia are
moving to Canada.
Instruct preschoolers to look at the world map and point to
India, the largest country in South Asia. Remove the sticky
note and place it on Canada.

• “DJ’s Family Prayer
Card” printable
• world map
• sticky note

Look up meanings of names
• baby name book
Use a baby name book or look online to find children’s
names and their meanings. Talk about how God changed
Abram’s name. Be sensitive to children’s names that may not
be included in the book. Consider asking parents before
class why they chose their child’s name.
SAY • God changed Abram’s name to show that God
would keep His promise. Even though he was old,
Abraham would be the “father of a multitude.” God
was faithful to keep His promise. We can trust God
because He is faithful.

God Formed a Nation
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