Use Week of:Sept. 2 :: 3's/Pre-K

Unit 1 • Session 1

God Created the
World
BIBLE PASSAGE:
Genesis 1
STORY POINT: God created
everything, and it was good.
KEY PASSAGE:
Colossians 1:16b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
Who is God? God is our Creator
and King.

TEACH THE STORY

EXPERIENCE THE STORY

REVIEW THE STORY

(15–20 MINUTES)

(25–30 MINUTES)

(10+ MINUTES)

PAGE 10

PAGE 12

PAGE 14

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-bysession help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.
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LEADER Bible Study
In the beginning, God created everything. God created the universe ex
nihilo, or “out of nothing.” All of creation began with a word. When
God spoke, it happened: light, land, sky, stars, plants, and animals. God
made them all, and they were good. Creation was perfect, just as God
intended.

1

The first story—in fact, every story in the Bible—is a small piece of a
much bigger story: God’s redemptive story. Sin would enter the world
and affect everything, but God already knew. He already had a plan to
show His grace to people through His Son (2 Tim. 1:9), to rescue and
restore.
The Bible says that God’s plan existed before He created the world.
(Eph. 1:4-6) The Bible tells the story of how a great God redeemed
rebellious people by sending His Son, Jesus, to be the perfect sacrifice for
sin.
The story of Jesus does not begin in a manger. God the Son has always
existed, and He was present at creation. He is the Word through whom
all things were created. (John 1:1-3) Colossians 1:16-17 says that
everything was created by Him and for Him, and He holds everything
together. Through creation, we see and understand God’s eternal power
and divine nature. (Rom. 1:20)
As you begin teaching preschoolers about creation, help them discover
who God is. Remind boys and girls that God created everything with a
purpose: to bring Him glory. Psalm 19:1 says, “The heavens declare the
glory of God, and the expanse proclaims the work of his hands.”
The Book of Genesis is the beginning of the greatest story ever told. It is
a true story, and at the center of it all is the true hero: our Savior, Jesus
Christ. This story changes everything.
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The BIBLE Story
God Created the World
Genesis 1
In the beginning, there was nothing but God. There was no sun, no
dirt, no creeks, no animals, and no people. God began to do something
that no one else could ever do. God began to make the world … out of
nothing!
First, God made the heavens and the
earth. The earth was covered with water,
and it was dark. God said, “Let there
be light!” And there was light.
God saw that the light was good.
God called the light day, and
He called the darkness night.
That was Day 1.
On Day 2, God made the
sky.
On Day 3, God gathered
the water on earth into
oceans. Now there was dry
land. God saw that it was
good. He made all kinds of
plants and trees. Every plant and
tree had seed to grow more of the
same kind of plant or tree. And God
saw that it was good. Everything God
makes is good.
On Day 4, God made lights in the sky for
day and night. He made the sun for daytime, and the
moon and stars for night. God looked at what He had made, and God
saw that it was good.
On Day 5, God made animals that live in the water and animals
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that fly in the sky. He made fish and whales and seahorses
and eels that move in the water. He made birds that fly in the
sky. He made each kind of animal different, and God saw
that it was good. So God blessed the animals and told them
to have baby fish and baby birds so there would be more of
them on earth.
On Day 6, God made animals that live on earth—all
different kinds! He made wild animals, like lions and giraffes
and foxes. He made animals that crawl on the ground, like
alligators and caterpillars. He made animals that help people,
like cows and camels and sheep. And God saw that all of it
was good.
Christ Connection: Jesus is Lord over everything. The Bible
says everything was created by Him and for Him. Jesus holds
everything together.

Bible
Storytelling Tips
• Draw the story:
Enlist an adult leader
to draw images from
the Bible story on a
dry erase board as
you tell it. He or she
may scribble blue to
represent water and
black to represent
the world before
creation. Erase the
darkness and scribble
yellow for light.
Scribble blue for the
sky. Erase some of
the water and use
brown for land. Draw
plants, trees, the sun,
the moon and stars,
fish, birds, and land
animals.
• Use numbers: For
older preschoolers,
write the numbers 1-6
on separate sheets of
paper and post them
around the room.
Move to the number
that represents each
day as you come to it
in the Bible story.
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TEACH the Story
God Created the World
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1
STORY POINT: God created everything, and it was good.
KEY PASSAGE: Colossians 1:16b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is God? God is our Creator and King.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome and worship with song
• “Firm Foundation”
song
• “My Father’s World”
song

Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing
an action song such as “Firm Foundation” to engage them
and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by leading
preschoolers in the theme song, “My Father’s World.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
• Bible
• stuffed animals
• “God Created the
World” video
(optional)
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Story Point Poster
• Giant Timeline

Show the children the stuffed animals you brought with
you. Ask if they can identify the animals and what sounds
such animals make.
SAY • Our Bible story today describes how God made the
earth and everything in it. God made animals that
live on land, in the sky, and in the sea. God came up
with what every animal would look like and sound
like. What is your favorite animal God made?
Open your Bible to Genesis 1. Show the video or tell the
Bible story using the provided storytelling tips. Use the
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
• Bible
• “Key Passage Marker”
printable
• Key Passage Poster
• “All Things” song
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Place the key passage marker at Colossians 1:16b. Invite
a few volunteers to come up one at a time and open your
Bible to the key passage.
SAY • All things have been created through Jesus and for
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Jesus. Who is Jesus? Jesus is the Son of God. Jesus
was there with God at creation, when everything was
first made.
Sing the key passage song “All Things” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY

• Our big picture question is, Who is God? First of
all, God is our Creator. That means He has made
everything we see and even the things we don’t see.
God is also our King, which means He is in charge
of the world He has made. Who is God? God is
our Creator and King. Jesus is God’s Son. This is
why Jesus is King over everything. The Bible says
everything was created by Him and for Him. Jesus
holds everything together.

• Big Picture Question
Poster

Respond through song and prayer
SAY

• God created everything, and it was good.
Everything was created by Jesus and for Jesus. Jesus
holds everything together. Let’s worship Jesus for the
world He has made!
Sing “My Father’s World” and “God Gives Us Everything
We Need” as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for
prayer by singing “I Am With You.” You may also collect an
offering.
SAY • God, thank You for being Creator and King. You
created everything just by speaking, and all of it was
good. You rule over this earth You have made today.
We praise You for being Creator and King, and we
praise Jesus for holding all things together. Amen.

• Story Point Poster
• “My Father’s World”
song
• “God Gives Us
Everything We Need”
song
• “I Am With You” song
• offering basket

Transition to experience the story

• countdown video
(optional)
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EXPERIENCE the Story
God Created the World
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1
STORY POINT: God created everything, and it was good.
KEY PASSAGE: Colossians 1:16b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is God? God is our Creator and King.
SESSION TITLE:

Sing a song
Sing to the tune “The Wheels on the Bus” :
“God made the world with His words, with His words,
with His words.
God made the world with His words, and He said, ‘It is
good!’ ”
In other rounds, substitute the world with other things
that God made. When you sing about animals God made,
children can make the sounds of that animal.
SAY • God created everything, and it was good. Jesus was
there at creation, and everything was made by Him
and for Him.

Sort animals
• large sheet of paper
• markers
• plastic animal
figures
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On a large sheet of paper, draw a simple sky, body of water,
and land. Provide plastic animals. Help preschoolers to
place the animals in the environments where they live.
Preschoolers may sort the animals according to size or color.
SAY • God made animals that live in the water and animals
that fly in the sky. God made animals that live on
the land and animals that crawl on the ground. God
created everything, and it was good. When we
look at all the animals, we remember that Jesus made
them and we want to praise Him!
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Sequence the days of creation

• “Creation Days”

Give six children the creation days pages out of order. The
printable
• scissors (adult use)
other children will decide which child needs to be first,
second, and so forth to reflect the order of creation. Review
the Bible story. Take turns putting the days in order.
SAY • Who is God? God is our Creator and King. God
spoke our world into being, and He called everything
He made good. God created the world in six days.

Paint with plants
Post an allergy alert if necessary. Cover a table with a plastic
tablecloth. Invite preschoolers to paint with real or silk
plants by holding the stem of the plant and dipping the
flower part in paint. Provide hand wipes for cleanup.
SAY • On Day 3, God made the plants and trees, and He
gave them seeds to reproduce according to their kind.
This is why we see so many plants, trees, flowers,
and grasses all over the world today. God created
everything, and it was good.

• Allergy Alert
download
• plastic tablecloth
• painting smocks
• real or artificial
plants
• washable paint
• paper
• wipes for cleanup

Roll a creation cube
Print and assemble the “Creation Cube” before class. Roll
the cube, and say the following phrases for each day. Invite
the children to repeat after you. Say the phrases: 1) On Day
1, God made light and dark; 2) On Day 2, God made the
sky; 3) On Day 3, God made land and plants; 4) On Day
4, God made the sun, moon, and stars; 5) On Day 5, God
made fish and birds; 6) On Day 6, God made animals.
SAY • God made everything in creation in six days. Who is
God? God is our Creator and King.

• “Creation Cube”
printable
• scissors (adult use)
• tape

Transition to review the story

• countdown video
(optional)
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REVIEW the Story
God Created the World
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1
STORY POINT: God created everything, and it was good.
KEY PASSAGE: Colossians 1:16b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is God? God is our Creator and King.
SESSION TITLE:

Review
• Bible
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Giant Timeline
• Story Point Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “My Father’s World”
song (optional)
• “All Things” song
(optional)

14

Point to the giant timeline as you review today’s Bible story.
Ask the following review questions:
1. What did God create? (God created everything,
and it was good.)
2. What did God create first? (the heavens and the
earth, light and dark)
3. Did God create every fish, bird, and land animal?
(yes)
4. For whom was everything created? (Jesus)
5. Who is God? God is our Creator and King.
SAY • God created the whole world out of nothing. He
spoke everything into being, and it was good. On
Day 1, God made light and dark. On Day 2, He
made the sky. On Day 3, God made the oceans, land
and plants. On Day 4, He made the sun, moon, and
stars. On Day 5, God made the fish and the birds.
On Day 6, He made all the animals that live on land.
Jesus is the Son of God, and He was there at the
beginning of creation. Jesus is Lord over everything.
The Bible says everything was created by Him and for
Him. Jesus holds everything together.
Sing the theme song, “My Father’s World” or the key
passage song, “All Things.”
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Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You for everything You have created.
Everything in creation brings You glory and points
us to Your power and creativity. You hold all things
together and rule over everything. We give You praise
for being Creator and King. Amen.

Missions moment
SAY • God created the whole universe, and
everything God made is good! God made people,
too, and God loves people in a special way. Watch
this video about how much God loves people.
Show the “God’s Heart” video.
SAY • A lot of people on earth still don’t know that Jesus
came to show us God’s love. Missionaries tell others
about Jesus all over the world!

• “God’s Heart” video

Play animal charades
Remind children that on Day 6, God made the animals that • paper
• marker
live on the earth. Invite children to brainstorm a list of 10
land animals. Once the list is complete, one child at a time
acts out an animal from the list for the other preschoolers
to guess. Once they have guessed correctly, everyone gets to
pretend to be that animal.
SAY • Who is God? God is our Creator and King. The
Bible says God created everything, and it was good.
If you had to be an animal, which one would you be?
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