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While preschoolers might not be ready to respond to the gospel, use
this guide to help little minds begin to grasp big truths about Jesus
and the kingdom of God.
GOD IS KING.
Ask: “Who is in charge at home? Who is in charge over
the whole world?” Explain that God made everything!
He is King over everything, and He is in charge.
WE SINNED.
Ask: “Have you ever done something wrong?” Tell
preschoolers that everyone sins, or disobeys God. Our
sin makes God sad.
GOD SENT JESUS.
Explain that God must punish sin. He loves us and He
sent His Son, Jesus, to earth. Jesus came to take away
the punishment for sin.
JESUS LOVES.
Ask: “Do you like presents?” Explain that Jesus gives us
the best present. He never did anything wrong, but He
was punished in our place. Jesus wants to take away our
sin because He loves us.
Pray that God will save your preschoolers. As you faithfully teach
the Bible, you are planting gospel seeds in children’s hearts. Ask God
to grow the preschoolers into children who love and trust in Jesus.
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Unit 31: The God Who Leads
Unit Description:

The early church’s rapid growth led to some disagreements and
problems. The leaders of the church addressed these problems by
reminding everyone that Jesus is their ultimate leader and that they
share the common mission given by Him to take the gospel to the
entire world.

Key Passage:

Galatians 2:20

Big Picture Question:

Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey because God loves us.
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Unit 31: The God Who Leads
Session 1:

Session 4:

Bible Story:
Paul Confronted Peter
Bible Passage:
Galatians 2:11-21
Main Point:
Paul wrote that we are saved
through Jesus alone.

Session 2:

Bible Story:
Love One Another
Bible Passage:
1 John 3:10-18
Main Point:
John wrote that Christians
should love one another.

Session 5:

Bible Story:
The Church Was Divided
Bible Passage:
1 Corinthians 1:10-31
Main Point:
Paul wrote that Christians
should work together.

Bible Story:
Paul’s Letters to Church Leaders
Bible Passage:
1 Timothy 4:11-16;
2 Timothy 4:1-8; Titus 2:11-14
Main Point:
Paul told church leaders to
teach God’s Word.

Session 3:
Bible Story:
The Church Showed Favoritism
Bible Passage:
James 2:1-13
Main Point:
James tells us to love others
because Jesus loves us.

The God Who Leads
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UNIT 31
Session 1

1

Use Week of:

Paul Confronted Peter
Galatians 2:11-21
MAIN POINT: Paul wrote that we are saved through Jesus alone.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey
because God loves us.
BIBLE PASSAGE:

TEACH
THE STORY

EXPERIENCE
THE STORY

REVIEW
THE STORY

(1520 MINUTES)

(2530 MINUTES)

(10+ MINUTES)

PAGE 10

PAGE 12

PAGE 14

Leader BIBLE STUDY
Peter, one of Jesus’ original disciples, had grown up in a
culture where the Jews believed that God only cared about
them, not the Gentiles. Because of this, most of the Jews
looked down on the Gentiles and refused to even associate
with them because Jews believed Gentiles were unclean;
Gentiles didn’t live the right way to please God. Any Jew
who did associate with Gentiles did so at the risk of being
ridiculed by his own people.
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Unit 31 • Session 1

After Jesus’ resurrection and ascension, God shared with
Peter that He loved not only the Jews, but the Gentiles as
well. (Acts 10:9-16) Peter took to heart this message from
God and began associating with Gentiles, even eating with
Gentile believers. That is, until some Jewish believers came
around. When he was among Jews, Peter did not eat with
the Gentiles and even told them they were supposed to
follow certain Jewish laws. But he knew that was not true!
Peter also led Barnabas, known for encouraging believers
and bringing them together, into acting the same way.

Additional
resources for
each session
are available at
gospelproject.com.
For free training
and session-bysession help,
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/
web/thegospelproject.

When the apostle Paul learned about this, he confronted
Peter in person. Paul reminded Peter that they both knew
that God accepts people not based on how they live but by
faith. (Rom. 3:21-22) Peter’s actions contradicted that core
gospel message.
Paul shared this story with the believers in Galatia (a major
province of Rome in modern Turkey) to remind them, and
us, of the same truth. Salvation is not based on ethnicity or
external obedience to the law. Salvation comes from faith in
Jesus Christ, a faith that is freely available to people of every
tongue, tribe, and nation.
As you teach preschoolers this week, encourage them not
to wonder if they have what it takes to be saved. Salvation
is found in Jesus. Remind them that because God loves all
people, we—in Jesus—can love all people too.

The God Who Leads

Check out the video
“The Big Story” for
a picture of this
quarter’s part in
God’s big story of
redemption.
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The BIBLE STORY
Bible
Storytelling
Tips

Paul Confronted Peter
Galatians 2:11-21

• Pantomime
writing a letter:
Invite a leader to
pantomime writing
a letter as you
narrate the story.
You may invite two
other leaders to
pantomime Paul
confronting Peter.
• Follow the rules:
Tell preschoolers
you will give them
some rules to follow
while you tell the
Bible story. Possible
rules include keeping
head completely
still, tapping knee
with one finger,
never taking eyes
off the storyteller.
Help preschoolers
understand that no
matter how hard
we try to follow the
rules, we will always
break some of God’s
rules, and so we need
Jesus.

Paul was a follower of Jesus, and he worked hard to tell
people all over the world about Jesus. He told Jews and
Gentiles, or people who were not Jews, what was true.
Paul wrote a letter to the people at the church in
Galatia (guh LAY shuh). Most of the people in that church
were not Jews. In his letter, Paul told a story about Peter.
Peter followed Jesus, too. Peter knew what was true:
God loves and accepts all people. He loves Jews and
Gentiles. Peter ate meals with the Gentile believers. But
when the Jewish believers were around, Peter did not
eat with the Gentiles. The Jewish believers thought the
Gentiles needed to follow the same rules as the Jews.
Their idea was wrong, but Peter pretended to agree with
the Jews because he was afraid of them.
Paul said that Peter was doing the wrong thing. Paul
said to Peter, “You are a Jew. You know that people aren’t
saved from sin by following rules; they are saved through
faith in Jesus! Why would you make the Gentiles think
they have to obey all the Jewish rules to be saved?
Paul told Peter, “Our people tried to obey the rules
perfectly to make God happy, but we could not obey
perfectly! We are sinners. The rules showed me that I
need Jesus to save me from sin. Because of Jesus, I can
live for God.”
Paul also said, “The way I used to live is gone. Jesus gave
me new life, and I trust in Him. Jesus loves me and gave up
His life for me.”
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Unit 31 • Session 1

Christ Connection: Peter did the wrong thing by hiding his
friendship with the Gentiles. The good news about Jesus is for
everyone, and we should love everyone. Paul said that only Jesus
can save people from sin. No matter how hard we try to follow
the rules, we will always break some of God’s rules and so we
need Jesus.

The God Who Leads
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Teach THE STORY
Paul Confronted Peter
BIBLE PASSAGE: Galatians 2:11-21
MAIN POINT: Paul wrote that we are saved through Jesus alone.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey
because God loves us.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome and worship with song
• “The Reason That
We Sing” song
• “Take My Life and
Let It Be” song

Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive,
sing an action song such as “The Reason That We Sing” to
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship
by leading preschoolers in “Take My Life and Let It Be.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
• Bible
• mail
• “Paul Confronted
Peter” video
(optional)
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or
Big Story Circle

Hold up some mail. Ask preschoolers if they have ever
received a letter in the mail.
SAY • Some of the books in the New Testament are letters.
Paul wrote many letters to different churches. In the
Bible story today, Paul had written a letter to the
church of Galatia. In it, he told about a time that he
told Peter he was making a wrong choice.
Open your Bible to Galatians 2. Show the video or tell the
Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

• Bible
• paper strip
• marker
• Key Passage Poster
• “F-A-I-T-H” song

Write FAITH on a strip of paper and place it at
Galatians 2:20 in your Bible. Invite a few volunteers to
come up one at a time and open the Bible to the key
passage.
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Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
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Unit 31 • Session 1

Create simple motions for the key passage. Use the
motions from the key passage song video “F-A-I-T-H” as
inspiration. Teach the motions to preschoolers as you repeat
the passage several times.
SAY • Paul wanted the church in Galatia to understand that
following rules would not save them. Only having
faith in the Son of God, Jesus, could save them.
Sing the key passage song “F-A-I-T-H” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY

• Our big picture question is, Why does God want us
to obey Him? The answer is, We obey because God
loves us. God loves us and sent His Son, Jesus, for us.
We love and obey Him because He loved us first.

• Big Picture Question
Poster

Respond through song and prayer
SAY

• Peter did the wrong thing by hiding his friendship
with the Gentiles. The good news about Jesus is for
everyone, and we should love everyone. Paul said
that only Jesus can save people from sin. No matter
how hard we try to follow the rules, we will always
break some of God’s rules and so we need Jesus. Paul
wrote that we are saved through Jesus alone.
Sing “Take My Life and Let It Be” and “Great Big Family
of God” as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for
prayer by singing “God’s Plan.” Collect an offering.
SAY • God, thank You for loving us so much that You sent
Your Son for us. Help us to show our love for You by
obeying You. Amen.

• Main Point Poster
• “Take My Life and
Let It Be” song
• “Great Big Family of
God” song
• “God’s Plan” song
• offering basket

Transition to experience the story

• countdown video
(optional)

The God Who Leads
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Experience THE STORY
Paul Confronted Peter
BIBLE PASSAGE: Galatians 2:11-21
MAIN POINT: Paul wrote that we are saved through Jesus alone.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey
because God loves us.
SESSION TITLE:

Sort by characteristics
EP
LOW PR

• tape

Use tape to divide the room. Direct preschoolers to stand
on one side. Then call out a characteristic and instruct
preschoolers who fit that characteristic to move to the other
side of the room. Characteristics can be children with red
on their clothing, children who like vegetables, children
who like to play with dolls. Continue calling out different
characteristics and moving from side to side as time allows.
SAY • We are all different, but the good news about Jesus is
for all of us. Paul wrote that we are saved through
Jesus alone. Peter did the wrong thing in our Bible
story by hiding his friendship with the Gentiles.
Believers should love all people.

Play “Jesus Says”
EP
LOW PR
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Play a version of “Simon Says,” using the name Jesus instead
of Simon. Preschoolers must only do the actions that begin
with “Jesus says.” Gently correct preschoolers who make a
mistake and allow them to continue playing.
SAY • Obeying perfectly is hard in games and in regular life.
Paul told Peter that people are not saved by following
rules. We are all sinners. Paul wrote that we are
saved through Jesus alone.

Preschool Worship Guide
Unit 31 • Session 1

Outline with pom-poms
Write JESUS on a sheet of paper for each preschooler. Set
out a variety of pom-poms in different shapes and sizes.
Invite preschoolers to use the pom-poms to outline Jesus’
name.
SAY • Paul wrote that we are saved through Jesus alone.
Paul said that only Jesus can save people from sin.
The good news about Jesus is for everyone, and we
should love everyone. No matter how hard we try to
follow the rules, we will always break some of God’s
rules and so we need Jesus.

• paper
• marker
• pom-poms

Make a food collage
Using magazines or circulars, guide preschoolers to locate
pictures of food. Help preschoolers tear or cut out the
pictures and glue them onto a paper plate. Cut out images
before the session for younger preschoolers.
SAY • Peter did the wrong thing by not eating with his
Gentile friends. The good news about Jesus is for
everyone, and we should love everyone. Paul wrote
that we are saved through Jesus alone. Paul said
that only Jesus can save people from sin.

Write with magnets
Write JESUS on an index card. Tape it to the top of a metal
baking sheet. Set out a variety of alphabet magnets. Help
preschoolers find the letters for Jesus and assemble His
name on the metal sheet.
SAY • Paul wrote that we are saved through Jesus alone.
Only Jesus can save people from sin. No matter how
hard we try to follow the rules, we will always break
some of God’s rules and so we need Jesus.

Transition to review the story
The God Who Leads

• magazines or
circulars
• blunt-tipped
scissors
• paper plates
• glue sticks

• index card
• tape
• metal baking sheet
• alphabet letters

• countdown video
(optional)
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Review THE STORY
Paul Confronted Peter
BIBLE PASSAGE: Galatians 2:11-21
MAIN POINT: Paul wrote that we are saved through Jesus alone.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey
because God loves us.
SESSION TITLE:

Review
• Bible
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Giant Timeline or
Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Take My Life and
Let It Be” song
• “F-A-I-T-H” song

Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:
1. Paul wrote a letter to which church? (church in
Galatia)
2. Who was hiding his friendship with the Gentiles?
(Peter)
3. Can we keep the rules if we try really, really hard?
(No, we will always break some of them.)
4. Are people saved by following rules? (No, Paul
wrote that we are saved through Jesus alone.)
5. Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey
because God loves us.
SAY • Paul wanted the church of Galatia to know that faith
in Jesus is the only thing that could save them from
their sin. Peter did the wrong thing by hiding his
friendship with the Gentiles. The good news of Jesus
is for everyone, and we should love everyone.
Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You for loving us. Help us love all people
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and remember that the good news is for everyone.
Make us faithful to share it with everyone. Amen.

Missions story
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity,
introduce the activity and the reasons for it. If you are not
participating in a missions activity, talk about how Paul
worked hard to tell people all over the world about Jesus.
The good news is for everyone. You may also show the
“Scripture Planting” video.
SAY • Alex and his family are helping people in East Asia
hear the good news about Jesus in their own “heart”
language, or the language they use at home and in
their neighborhoods. Let’s pray for the people in East
Asia to hear and believe God’s true words about Jesus
so they can be rescued from their sin.

• “Scripture Planting”
video
• “Missions Prayer
Cards” printables,
1 per child

Sing a song
Lead preschoolers in singing, “Oh, How I Love Jesus.” If
you are unfamiliar with the tune look it up online before
the session.
“There is a name I love to hear.
I love to sing its worth.
It sounds like music in my ear,
the sweetest name on earth.

SAY

Oh, how I love Jesus!
Oh, how I love Jesus!
Oh, how I love Jesus
Because He first loved me!”
• No matter how hard we try to follow the rules, we
will always break some of God’s rules and so we need
Jesus. We can only love Jesus because He loved us
first and gave His life to save us from sin.

The God Who Leads

15

UNIT 31
Session 2

Use Week of:

The Church Was Divided
1 Corinthians 1:10-31
MAIN POINT: Paul wrote that Christians should work together.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey
because God loves us.
BIBLE PASSAGE:

2

TEACH
THE STORY

EXPERIENCE
THE STORY

REVIEW
THE STORY

(1520 MINUTES)

(2530 MINUTES)

(10+ MINUTES)

PAGE 20

PAGE 22

PAGE 24

Leader BIBLE STUDY
Paul helped start the church in Corinth, a city in southern
Greece, during his second missionary journey. Corinth was
known for its wickedness. If any city needed a church, this
was it. Paul remained in Corinth for about 18 months and
then continued traveling to share the gospel and plant more
churches.
Six years later, Paul received word from Chloe, a believer in
Corinth, that the church there was struggling. The church
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was fractured and openly engaging in various sins. Some
believers were even denying the resurrection! This news
surely troubled Paul, so he sat down to write a letter to the
church.
One of the first issues Paul addressed was the church’s
division. Even if he could help resolve the other issues, a
divided church would never be healthy and impact the city
the way it needed to. According to Chloe’s report, several
factions had formed in the church. Some claimed to follow
Paul. Others Apollos. Others Peter. And some even claimed
to follow Jesus, which wasn’t as good as it sounded. This
group was most likely simply trying to sound more spiritual
than the others.

Additional
resources for
each session
are available at
gospelproject.com.
For free training
and session-bysession help,
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/
web/thegospelproject.

Paul told the Corinthian believers that they should not
be divided; they should all be one because of their shared
faith in Jesus. Jesus isn’t divided, and He alone died on the
cross for them. Paul’s message was clear: the gospel does not
divide believers, it unites them.
We all—preschoolers included—are experts in finding ways
to divide ourselves. Sin and selfishness divide, but Jesus
and the gospel unite. God designed the church to show
what true unity among a beautifully diverse people looks
like. This week, pray that the message Paul shared with the
Corinthian believers takes root in your heart and in the
hearts of your preschoolers. Pray that God would break
down the barriers we create and bring your preschoolers
together as brothers and sisters in Christ.

The God Who Leads
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2

The BIBLE STORY
Bible
Storytelling
Tips

The Church Was Divided
1 Corinthians 1:10-31

• Use your space:
Arrange preschoolers
in smaller groups
and guide them
to sit in different
spots around the
room. Motion for
the preschoolers to
move together in
one big group at the
appropriate moment
in the Bible story.
• Use music: Play
background music
as you tell the Bible
story. Use intense,
dramatic music at the
portion of the story
where people are
disagreeing. Switch
to calm, peaceful
music at the portion
of the story where
Paul exhorts the
believers to work
together.

Paul started a church in the city of Corinth. He stayed
there awhile, and then he traveled on to tell more people
about the good news of Jesus. Years passed, and Paul heard
some bad news: the church in Corinth was not doing
well. The believers there argued and had many other
problems. So Paul decided to write a letter to them.
The people in the church should have been like
one team working together, but they were divided into
different groups. They thought that one teacher was
better than the other. One group said, “We follow Paul.”
Another group said, “We follow Apollos.” A third group
said, “We follow Peter.” A fourth group said, “We follow
Jesus.” Paul said believers should not be divided.
Paul asked, “Who died on the cross for you? It wasn’t
Paul. It wasn’t Apollos. It wasn’t Peter. It was Jesus! Jesus
died on the cross for you.” The people agreed that only
Jesus is Lord, so Paul told them they should get along
and love one another.
Paul said that people who do not believe in Jesus think
the good news about Him is silly. He said, “Friends, think
about this: God chose you to be in His family—not because
of what you know or who is in your family here on earth.”
God saves people who trust in Jesus. No one can brag
about being saved because it is not something we can
earn or make happen. We should only brag about Jesus
and what He has done.
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Christ Connection: Paul told believers in the church at
Corinth to get along. Paul reminded the people that Jesus saves
sinners. Because of Jesus, believers can come together like one
big, happy family.

The God Who Leads
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Teach THE STORY
The Church Was Divided
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 1:10-31
MAIN POINT: Paul wrote that Christians should work together.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey
because God loves us.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome and worship with song
• “The Reason That
We Sing” song
• “Take My Life and
Let It Be” song

Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive,
sing an action song such as “The Reason That We Sing” to
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship
by leading preschoolers in “Take My Life and Let It Be.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
• Bible
• blocks or
interlocking bricks
• “The Church Was
Divided” video
(optional)
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or
Big Story Circle

Form piles of four or five blocks or interlocking bricks. Ask
a few preschoolers to come build something out of their
block piles. Then encourage the children to combine their
piles and work together to build something.
SAY • Paul wrote that Christians should work together. In
today’s Bible story, we will see that because of Jesus,
believers can come together like one big family.
Open your Bible to 1 Corinthians 10. Show the video or
tell the Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use
the bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

• Bible
• paper strip
• marker
• Key Passage Poster
• “F-A-I-T-H” song

Write FAITH on a strip of paper and place it at
Galatians 2:20 in your Bible. Invite a few volunteers to
come up one at a time and open the Bible to the key
passage. Lead the girls in saying the key passage using the
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Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
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motions you created last week. Then lead the boys. Go back
and forth between boys and girls several times before saying
the key passage together as a group.
SAY • Our key passage says that we live by faith in the Son
of God, who loved us and gave Himself up for us.
Paul reminded the Corinthian believers that Jesus is
the only One who gave up His life by dying on the
cross to save them from sin.
Sing the key passage song “F-A-I-T-H” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY

• Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey
because God loves us. Paul reminded the believers
that God chose them to be in His family—not
because of what they knew or who was in their
family here on earth. Who would not want to obey a
God like that?

• Big Picture Question
Poster

Respond through song and prayer
SAY

• Paul wrote that Christians should work together
and get along. Paul reminded the people that Jesus
saves sinners. Because of Jesus, believers can come
together like one big, happy family.
Sing “Take My Life and Let It Be” and “Help, Help, Help”
as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by
singing “God’s Plan.” You may also collect an offering.
SAY • God, thank You so much for sending Your Son, Jesus,
to save us from our sin. Help us to work together like
one big family. We love You. Amen.

• Main Point Poster
• “Take My Life and
Let It Be” song
• “Help, Help, Help”
song
• “God’s Plan” song
• offering basket

Transition to experience the story

• countdown video
(optional)

The God Who Leads
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Experience THE STORY
The Church Was Divided
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 1:10-31
MAIN POINT: Paul wrote that Christians should work together.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey
because God loves us.
SESSION TITLE:

Pass the hula hoop
EP
LOW PR

• hula hoop

Lead preschoolers to form a line holding hands. Place
a hula hoop over the head of the first child in line. Tell
preschoolers to pass the hula hoop down the line without
letting go of hands. Help younger children step and bend
through the hoop so they do not lose their balance or fall.
SAY • You had to work together to move the hula hoop
down the line. Paul wrote that Christians should
work together. Because of Jesus, believers can come
together like one big family.

Work together to clean
EP
LOW PR

EP
LOW PR

• puzzles
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After preschoolers have played for a while, instruct children
to work together to clean up the room.
SAY • The people in Corinth were divided. Paul wrote that
Christians should work together. Instead of arguing
they should get along and love each other. All of you
working together made cleanup much easier.

Work puzzles in groups
Lead three or four preschoolers to sit together at a table.
Give each preschooler several pieces of a puzzle. Encourage
them to work together to assemble the puzzle.
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SAY

• You would not be able to complete the puzzle if
you only had your pieces. You needed your friends
to help complete the puzzle. Paul wrote that
Christians should work together. Paul reminded
people that Jesus saves sinners. Because of Jesus,
believers can come together like one big family.

Make art together
Give one preschooler construction paper, another
preschooler glue, another scissors, and another crayons.
Preschoolers must ask other children permission to use the
different supplies to create a piece of artwork. Consider
setting a timer for younger preschoolers where everyone
must switch supplies when the timer goes off.
SAY • You shared your supplies to create a work of art. Paul
said that Christians should work together. Because
of Jesus, believers can come together like one big
family.

• paper
• glue
• blunt-tipped
scissors
• crayons
• timer (optional)

“Write” on a sensory bag
Fill a ziplock bag half full of shower gel. Place the sealed bag
in another ziplock bag. Close the bag and reinforce the seal
with duct tape. Invite preschoolers to “write” on the bags
with their fingers.
SAY • Paul wrote a letter to the believers in Corinth. Paul
said that Christians should work together. Paul
reminded the people that Jesus saves sinners. Because
of Jesus, believers can come together like one big,
happy family.

• ziplock bags
• shower gel
• duct tape

Transition to review the story

• countdown video
(optional)

The God Who Leads
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Review THE STORY
The Church Was Divided
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 1:10-31
MAIN POINT: Paul wrote that Christians should work together.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey
because God loves us.
SESSION TITLE:

Review
• Bible
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Giant Timeline or
Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Take My Life and
Let It Be” song
• “F-A-I-T-H” song
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Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:
1. When Paul heard that the people in Corinth were
not getting along, what did he do? (wrote them a
letter)
2. Name some of the people that the Corinthians
were following. (Paul, Apollos, Peter, Jesus)
3. Who died on the cross and came back to life to
rescue people from sin? (Jesus)
4. What did Paul tell the believers in Corinth to
do? (Paul wrote that Christians should work
together.)
5. Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey
because God loves us.
SAY • The people in Corinth were divided. Some were
choosing to follow other people instead of Jesus.
Paul wrote that Christians should work together.
Paul reminded the people that Jesus saves sinners.
Because of Jesus, believers can come together like one
big family.
Sing the unit theme song “Take My Life and Let It Be” or
the key passage song “F-A-I-T-H” together.
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Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You for sending Jesus to save us from our
sin. Help us to follow You. Help us to work together,
be friends, and love each other. We love You. Amen.

Missions story
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity,
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity,
talk about how Paul traveled around starting churches. Paul
wrote letters to remind those churches of the truth. You
may also show the “Creative Work” video.
SAY • The women at Blessed Hope in Nepal use their
baking and creativity to provide for their families,
as well as telling other women the good news about
Jesus. What are some things that you like to do that
God can use to help you tell other people about His
Son, Jesus? [Invite preschoolers to discuss.] Let’s pray
for the ladies in Nepal as they tell others about Jesus!

• “Creative Work”
video
• “Missions Prayer
Cards” printables,
1 per child

Pass a beach ball
Direct preschoolers to move a beach ball from one side
of the room to the other without moving their feet. After
preschoolers struggle a bit, guide them to spread out from
one side of the room to the other, plant their feet, and pass
the beach ball from one child to the other as a team.
SAY • You all worked together to get the beach ball across
the room. Paul wrote that Christians should
work together. Because of Jesus, believers can come
together like one big family.

The God Who Leads
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UNIT 31
Session 3

Use Week of:

The Church Showed Favoritism
James 2:1-13
MAIN POINT: James tells us to love others because Jesus loves us.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey
because God loves us.
BIBLE PASSAGE:

TEACH
THE STORY

EXPERIENCE
THE STORY

REVIEW
THE STORY

(1520 MINUTES)

(2530 MINUTES)

(10+ MINUTES)

PAGE 30

PAGE 32

PAGE 34

3

Leader BIBLE STUDY
During Jesus’ earthly ministry, many Jews struggled to
believe that Jesus was indeed the Messiah, the Son of
God. This included James, Jesus’ half-brother. But after
Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus appeared to
James, and at last James believed. James later became the
leader of the church in Jerusalem—a vital role in the early,
growing church.
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The early church was comprised mostly of Jewish believers.
That makes sense because of the church’s origin in Israel
but also because that was the mission Jesus gave: start with
the Jews and spread out from there. James wrote a letter to
these Jewish believers who were scattered around the region,
helping them understand how their new faith in Jesus
should frame how they live.
James told his fellow believers that one way they could live
out the gospel was by not showing favoritism. James used
an example of how a church might show favoritism to a
wealthy man over a poor man who came to a meeting.

Additional
resources for
each session
are available at
gospelproject.com.
For free training
and session-bysession help,
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/
web/thegospelproject.

The natural response might be to treat the wealthy man
better, but James told the believers that God does not show
favoritism. God has treated all people—rich and poor—the
same: generously with the gospel. God’s kindness toward
us should cause us to want to treat others with similar love,
generosity, and equality.
This week’s session is a great follow-up to last week’s. Some
of your preschoolers may think that being united is just a
matter of getting along with one another and not fighting.
But God’s heart is for us to be united far more deeply. Help
your preschoolers see that the gospel should compel them
to treat one another in the same way—with the same love,
mercy, and grace shown to us by Jesus.

The God Who Leads
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3

The BIBLE STORY
Bible
Storytelling
Tips

The Church Showed Favoritism
James 2:1-13

• Use actors: Enlist
a volunteer to dress
up in fancy clothes.
Enlist another
volunteer to dress in
ragged and tattered
clothing. Arrange
for them to enter
the room at the
appropriate moment
in the Bible story.
• Chairs and
floors: Provide
chairs for half the
preschoolers to sit
in while you tell
the Bible story. The
remaining children
will sit on the
floor. Tell the story
again while the
preschoolers who
were on the floor are
now in chairs and the
children who were
in chairs are now on
the floor.

The early church had many leaders. One of these
leaders was James. James was Jesus’ younger brother, the
son of Mary and Joseph, and he was a leader at the church
in Jerusalem.
James wrote a letter to other believers. He told them
how they should live. People who trust in Jesus should be
different than people who do not believe in Jesus. They
should do good and right things because they trust in Him.
James said, “People who believe in Jesus should not
show favoritism.” That means they should not treat some
people better than they treat other people. They should
treat everyone the same.
James said, “If someone with lots of money and fancy
clothes comes to church, do not treat him better than
other people. Do not give the rich man a seat and tell the
poor man to stand or sit on the floor.”
God does not have favorites. He does not treat rich
people better than poor people. God has a place in His
family for everyone who loves Him.
God says to love other people like you love yourself. If
you treat some people with kindness but you are unkind
to other people, you are not obeying God.
James told the believers to be kind to people who do
not deserve kindness because God showed kindness to
us when we did not deserve it. We were sinners, but God
sent Jesus to rescue us.
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Christ Connection: James said treating some people better
than others is the wrong thing to do. Jesus said people who
follow Him should love one another. Jesus showed kindness to
us, so we can show kindness to others.

The God Who Leads
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Teach THE STORY
The Church Showed Favoritism
BIBLE PASSAGE: James 2:1-13
MAIN POINT: James tells us to love others because Jesus loves us.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey
because God loves us.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome and worship with song
• “The Reason That
We Sing” song
• “Take My Life and
Let It Be” song

Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive,
sing an action song such as “The Reason That We Sing” to
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship
by leading preschoolers in “Take My Life and Let It Be.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
• Bible
• “The Church
Showed Favoritism”
video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or
Big Story Circle

• Bible
• paper strip
• marker
• Key Passage Poster
• “F-A-I-T-H” song
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Invite a few preschoolers to sit close to you, while you
tell the rest of the preschoolers to stand in the back of the
room. Then send the preschoolers who were sitting close to
you to the back of the room and bring the rest forward.
SAY • How did you feel when I told some of you to stand
in the back of the room? I was showing favoritism
to the ones I asked to sit close to me. In our Bible
story today, we will hear what James had to say about
showing favoritism. Now everyone come sit close and
listen to the Bible story.
Open your Bible to James 2. Show the video or tell the
Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Write FAITH on a strip of paper and place it at
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Galatians 2:20 in your Bible. Invite a few volunteers to
come up one at a time and open the Bible to the key
passage. Lead preschoolers to say the verse using different
voices, such as high, low, soft, or loud.
SAY • Galatians 2:20 reminds us that Jesus loves us and
gave His life for us. God has a place in His family for
everyone who puts their trust in Jesus.
Sing the key passage song “F-A-I-T-H” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY

• Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey
because God loves us. Jesus showed kindness to us,
so we can show kindness to others. People who trust
in Jesus do good and right things because they trust
in Him.

• Big Picture Question
Poster

Respond through song and prayer
SAY

• James tells us to love others because Jesus loves us.
James said treating some people better than others is
the wrong thing to do. Jesus said people who follow
Him should love one another. Jesus showed kindness
to us, so we can show kindness to others.
Sing “Take My Life and Let It Be” and “Great Big Family
of God” as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for
prayer by singing “God’s Plan.” Collect an offering.
SAY • God, thank You for sending Jesus to die on the cross
and come back to life to rescue us from sin. Thank
You for Your love for us. Help us to love others the
way You love and to show them kindness. Amen.

• Main Point Poster
• “Take My Life and
Let It Be” song
“Great Big Family of
God” song
• “God’s Plan” song
• offering basket

Transition to experience the story

• countdown video
(optional)

The God Who Leads
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Experience THE STORY
The Church Showed Favoritism
BIBLE PASSAGE: James 2:1-13
MAIN POINT: James tells us to love others because Jesus loves us.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey
because God loves us.
SESSION TITLE:

Make choices
EP
LOW PR

• tape

Invite preschoolers to stand on a line of tape. Explain that
you will name an item as you point to one side of the
tape line and another item as you point to the other side.
Children should step to the side representing their favorite
item of the two. Examples could be apples or oranges,
cookies or cake, dogs or cats. Continue play as time allows.
SAY • You got to choose your favorite between two items.
Having a favorite food or animal is OK, but showing
favoritism toward people is not OK. James said
treating some people better than others is the wrong
thing to do. James tells us to love others because
Jesus loves us.

Make coin imprints
• coins
• paper
• unwrapped crayons
• hand sanitizier
(after handling
coins)
• tape (optional)

32

Place coins under a sheet of paper. Consider taping
the coins in place. Show a preschooler how to use an
unwrapped crayon to color over the coins
SAY • Treating some people better than others because they
have more money is wrong. Jesus loves people who
have a lot of money and people who have no money
at all. James tells us to love others because Jesus
loves us.
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Make play dough hearts
Set out play dough, play dough tools, and heart-shaped
cookie cutters on a table. Invite preschoolers to form hearts
out of their play dough. Commend children’s kindness as
they share the cookie cutter and play dough tools.
SAY • Hearts remind us of love. James tells us to love
others because Jesus loves us. Jesus said people who
follow Him should love one another. Jesus showed
kindness to us, so we can show kindness to others.

Make a banner
Use a large piece of paper to make a classroom banner.
Write LOVE in large letters in the center of the banner.
Help preschoolers cut out hearts from different colors of
construction paper and glue them to the banner. Precut
hearts for younger preschoolers.
SAY • James tells us to love others because Jesus loves us.
Jesus said people who follow Him should love one
another. Jesus showed kindness to us, so we can show
kindness to others.

Sort beads
Set an assortment of multi-colored beads in a bowl on a
table. Provide a muffin tin and encourage preschoolers to
sort the beads into the cups. Children may sort by size or
color.
SAY • These beads come in different colors, but they are all
beads. People come in different colors, shapes, and
sizes, but all people need Jesus. James tells us to love
others because Jesus loves us. Jesus said people who
follow Him should love one another. Jesus showed
kindness to us, so we can show kindness to others.

Transition to review the story
The God Who Leads

• play dough
• heart-shaped
cookie cutters
• play dough tools

• large sheet of paper
• markers
• construction paper
• blunt-tipped
scissors
• glue sticks

• multi-colored beads
• muffin tin
• bowl
Tip: Make sure
preschoolers do not
put beads in their
mouths.

• countdown video
(optional)
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Review THE STORY
The Church Showed Favoritism
BIBLE PASSAGE: James 2:1-13
MAIN POINT: James tells us to love others because Jesus loves us.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey
because God loves us.
SESSION TITLE:

Review
• Bible
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Giant Timeline or
Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Take My Life and
Let It Be” song
• “F-A-I-T-H” song

Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:
1. Who was Jesus’ younger brother who was also a
leader at the church in Jerusalem? (James)
2. What did James want believers to know? (James
tells us to love others because Jesus loves us.)
3. Is it OK to treat people differently if they have a lot
of money? (no) What about a little money? (no)
4. We are all sinners. Whom did God send to rescue
us? (Jesus)
5. Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey
because God loves us.
SAY • James said that believers should not show favoritism.
He said treating some people better than others is
the wrong thing to do. James tells us to love others
because Jesus loves us. Those who follow Jesus love
one another.
Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You for not showing favoritism. You have
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a place in Your family for anyone who will turn from
their sin and follow Jesus. Help us to show kindness
to others like Jesus showed kindness to us. Amen.

Missions story
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity,
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity,
talk about how James told believers to show kindness to all
people and treat all people the same. James wanted everyone
to know about Jesus and His love. You may also show the
“Playing Bridges Gap” video.
SAY • These young people in the video went to Asia to
teach the students how to play games and to tell
them about Jesus. We can pray that the students will
continue to read their Bibles and tell their friends
about God’s plan to rescue them from sin.

• “Playing Bridges
Gap” video
• “Missions Prayer
Cards” printables,
1 per child

Talk about God’s love for the world
Display an inflatable globe or a large world map. Provide
heart-shaped stickers. Allow a one child at a time to place
a heart-shaped sticker on the globe or map. Read the
country’s name, and say, “God loves people in [country’s
name].” After each child has placed a sticker pray for all the
countries you named.
SAY • God loves all people, no matter who they are or
where they are from. We can pray for all people
everywhere to turn from their sin and trust in Jesus.
James tells us to love others because Jesus loves us.

The God Who Leads

• inflatable globe or
large world map
• heart stickers
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UNIT 31
Session 4

Use Week of:

Love One Another
1 John 3:10-18
MAIN POINT: John wrote that Christians should love one another.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey
because God loves us.
BIBLE PASSAGE:

TEACH
THE STORY

EXPERIENCE
THE STORY

REVIEW
THE STORY

(1520 MINUTES)

(2530 MINUTES)

(10+ MINUTES)

PAGE 40

PAGE 42

PAGE 44

4

Leader BIBLE STUDY
The apostle John had been one of Jesus’ closest friends.
Along with Peter and James, John was part of the innermost
core of Jesus’ disciples. John even referred to himself in his
Gospel as “the one whom Jesus loved.”
It is not surprising that 50 years after Jesus returned to
heaven, John wrote a letter to help believers understand
who Jesus is. At the center of John’s message was one key
theme: love.
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John wrote that God is love, and if believers truly love God,
then we will love one another. Our love for one another
should be so deep that we are willing to lay down our lives
for one another just as Jesus did for us. It is this deep,
genuine love that will cause the world to understand the
reality of the gospel.
Love is misunderstood and distorted in our culture today,
and the preschoolers you teach have been impacted by this
in some way. Many of your preschoolers may see love as just
a feeling, as something temporary, or as something that has
to be earned.

Additional
resources for
each session
are available at
gospelproject.com.
For free training
and session-bysession help,
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/
web/thegospelproject.

This session provides you with the perfect opportunity
to expose the world’s myths about love and remind
preschoolers of the truth about God’s love.

4

Remember to be sensitive to the situations preschoolers
face. Many may feel unloved. Many may have been hurt
by those they love. Many may be trying to earn love from
others. Be prepared to address these situations.
Remind preschoolers that Jesus’ love for them is
unconditional and unending. It is not just a feeling. Jesus’
love for us is proven by His death on the cross to rescue
them from sin. We can love others because God loved
us first.

The God Who Leads
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The BIBLE STORY
Bible
Storytelling
Tips
• Use hand
motions: Invite
preschoolers to place
their hand over their
heart whenever you
say “love.”
• Play out the
story: Pretend to be
John writing a letter
as you tell the story.
You may also invite a
guest to pantomime
John’s writing the
letter as you narrate
the story.
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Love One Another
1 John 3:10-18
John was a friend of Jesus. He had seen Jesus teach, and
he saw Him go back to heaven. Many years passed, and
now John was an old man. John wanted people to know
about Jesus, so he wrote a letter to help believers know
that Jesus is God’s Son.
John wrote about love. He said that God is love. “If
believers really love God,” he said, “they will love one
another.” We can show our love in the things we say and
do.
John also said that people who are in God’s family
live in a way that is different from people who are not
in God’s family. People who love Jesus and believe in Him
should do what is right, and they should love one another.
John said people will know we follow Jesus because we
love one another.
John’s letter said, “Do not be surprised if people who
do not love Jesus do not love you. But God has loved us
and given us life, so we can love one another.
“Jesus showed us what love is. He gave up His life
for us. We should love like that too! When we have
something someone else needs, we can give it to him.”
Then John said, “Children, we must not just talk
about loving others. We must show them love by what
we do.”
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Christ Connection: John wrote a letter to teach believers in
the church about showing love. Love is more than something we
feel or say; love is something we do. Jesus showed God’s love for
us when He died on the cross to take our punishment for sin.

The God Who Leads
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Teach THE STORY
Love One Another
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 John 3:10-18
MAIN POINT: John wrote that Christians should love one another.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey
because God loves us.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome and worship with song
• “The Reason That
We Sing” song
• “Take My Life and
Let It Be” song

Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive,
sing an action song such as “The Reason That We Sing” to
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship
by leading preschoolers in “Take My Life and Let It Be.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
• Bible
• “Love One Another”
video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or
Big Story Circle

• Bible
• paper strip
• marker
• Key Passage Poster
• heart cutouts
• “F-A-I-T-H” song
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Ask preschoolers to raise their hand if they love their
parents. Ask them to raise their hands if they love their
friends. Ask preschoolers to raise their hands if they love
everyone.
SAY • Jesus showed God’s love for us when He died on the
cross to rescue people from sin. John wrote a letter
about love. Let’s see what it said.
Open your Bible to 1 John 3. Show the video or tell the
Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Write FAITH on a strip of paper and place it at
Galatians 2:20 in your Bible. Invite a few volunteers to
come up one at a time and open the Bible to the key
passage.
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Write each word of the key passage on a heart cutout.
Hide the hearts around the room before the session. After
reading the key passage from the Bible, choose one child at
a time to go and retrieve a heart cutout. When all the hearts
have been retrieved, put them in order of the key passage.
Point to each word of the key passage as preschoolers say it
with you.
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that Jesus loved us so
much He gave up His life to rescue us from sin.
Sing the key passage song “F-A-I-T-H” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY

• Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey
because God loves us. Jesus showed God’s love for us
when He died on the cross and came back to life. We
should love people too!

• Big Picture Question
Poster

Respond through song and prayer
SAY

• John wrote a letter to teach believers in the church
about showing love. John wrote that Christians
should love one another. Love is more than
something we feel or say; love is something we do.
Jesus showed God’s love for us when He died on the
cross to take our punishment for sin.
Sing “Take My Life and Let It Be” and “Help, Help, Help”
as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by
singing “God’s Plan.” You may also collect an offering.
SAY • God, thank You for loving us so much that You sent
Your Son, Jesus, to rescue us from sin. Help us to
love one another like You love us. Amen.

• Main Point Poster
• “Take My Life and
Let It Be” song
• “Help, Help, Help”
song
• “God’s Plan” song
• offering basket

Transition to experience the story

• countdown video
(optional)

The God Who Leads
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Experience THE STORY
Love One Another
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 John 3:10-18
MAIN POINT: John wrote that Christians should love one another.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey
because God loves us.
SESSION TITLE:

Circle of love
EP
LOW PR

• “Take My Life and
Let It Be” song
(optional)
• “F-A-I-T-H” song
(optional)
• beanbag

Guide preschoolers to sit in a circle on the ground. Give
one preschooler a beanbag. Play music or sing a song as
children pass the beanbag to the left. Stop the music.
Whoever is holding the beanbag will tell the group someone
or something that he or she loves. Repeat several times.
SAY • John wrote that Christians should love one
another. Love is more than something we feel or
say; love is something we do. Jesus showed God’s
love for us when He died on the cross to take our
punishment for sin.

Show love
EP
LOW PR
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Allow preschoolers to take turns pantomiming different
ways they can show love to others. Offer suggestions as
needed. Examples would be cleaning up their mess, making
a snack for a sibling, sharing a toy, and so forth.
SAY • John wrote that Christians should love one
another. All of these different ways you were
showing love are great. Jesus showed God’s love for
us when He died on the cross and came back to life
to rescue people from sin.
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Make cards
Help preschoolers fold a sheet of paper in half to make a
card. Encourage them to decorate the cards with crayons
and stickers. Write Jesus loves you on the front of each card.
Consider collecting the cards and giving them to people
who are sick in the hospital or in a care facility.
SAY • Love is more than something we feel or say; love
is something we do. By making cards for people,
you are showing them God’s love. John wrote that
Christians should love one another.

Lace hearts
Cut out heart shapes from heavyweight paper. Write
Love one another on each heart. Punch holes around the
perimeter of each heart shape. Cut lengths of yarn and
secure the ends with tape. Show a preschooler how to lace
the yarn through the holes in the heart.
SAY • John wrote a letter to teach believers in the church
about showing love. John wrote that Christians
should love one another. Love is more than
something we feel or say; love is something we do.
Jesus showed God’s love for us when He died on the
cross to take our punishment for sin.

• construction paper
• crayons
• stickers

• heavyweight paper
• scissors
• marker
• hole punch
• yarn
• tape

Make watercolor art
Write God is love with a white crayon on a white piece of
heavyweight paper for each child. Provide painting smocks
and allow preschoolers to watercolor on the paper to reveal
the words.
SAY • God is love. John wrote that Christians should love
one another. Jesus showed God’s love for us when
He died on the cross to take our punishment for sin.

Transition to review the story
The God Who Leads

• heavyweight paper,
1 per child
• white crayon
• painting smocks
• watercolor paint
• paintbrushes
• small cups of water

• countdown video
(optional)
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Review THE STORY
Love One Another
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 John 3:10-18
MAIN POINT: John wrote that Christians should love one another.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey
because God loves us.
SESSION TITLE:

Review
• Bible
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Giant Timeline or
Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Take My Life and
Let It Be” song
• “F-A-I-T-H” song

Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:
1. In the story, was John a young man or an old man?
(old)
2. What did John write about? (John wrote that
Christians should love one another.)
3. How did John say people will know we love Jesus?
(We show love to one another.)
4. How did Jesus show His love for us? (He gave up
His life for us.)
5. Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey
because God loves us.
SAY • John wrote a letter to teach believers in the church
about love. John wrote that Christians should love
one another. Jesus showed God’s love for us when
He died on the cross to rescue people from sin.
Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You so much for loving us. Help us to
love others the way that You love us. Help us to not
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just talk about loving others, but to show that we
love others by our actions. We love You. Amen.

Missions story
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity,
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity,
talk about how showing God’s love to others is what
missionaries do all over the world. You may also show the
“Finding Keys” video.
SAY • In this video, Stacy was in East Asia with
International World Changers. She went there to
share the love of God with the people of Asia. Stacy
wants to tell others about God and the love He has
for them. We can pray for people like Stacy that are
all over the world sharing God’s love.

• “Finding Keys” video
• “Missions Prayer
Cards” printables,
1 per child

Hunt for hearts
Re-hide the heart cutouts you used for the key passage in
“Teach the Story.” Encourage preschoolers to go on a hunt
around the room to find them. Play several rounds as time
allows. Consider allowing preschoolers to take turns hiding
the hearts.
SAY • You went on a hunt around the room to find hearts.
A lot of times, when we see a heart, we think about
love. You do not have to hunt for God’s love. Jesus
showed God’s love for us when He died on the cross
and rose again to rescue people from sin.

The God Who Leads

• heart cutouts
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UNIT 31
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Use Week of:

Paul’s Letters to Church Leaders
1 Timothy 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Titus 2:11-14
MAIN POINT: Paul told church leaders to teach God’s Word.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey
because God loves us.
BIBLE PASSAGE:

TEACH
THE STORY

EXPERIENCE
THE STORY

REVIEW
THE STORY

(1520 MINUTES)

(2530 MINUTES)

(10+ MINUTES)

PAGE 50

PAGE 52

PAGE 54

Leader BIBLE STUDY

5

As the early church expanded outside Jerusalem, new
churches were planted in various cities. Each church needed
godly leaders to help it grow and stay true to the gospel.
Paul understood this need, which is why he wrote letters
to some of the leaders in the church. Two of these leaders
were Timothy and Titus. Timothy was Paul’s friend. He had
traveled with Paul and helped him. Now Timothy was a
leader at the church in Ephesus.
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Titus was a Gentile believer. He had traveled with Paul
too. Now Titus was on the island of Crete to help train
more church leaders. Paul wrote to give Timothy and Titus
advice, and he gave instructions for all the church leaders.
Paul warned Timothy and Titus that being a leader was
difficult at times, but God had chosen them to be leaders.
Their role as leaders put them in a position to serve God.
Paul hoped that recognizing this would help them persevere
and live in a way that pleased Christ.

Additional
resources for
each session
are available at
gospelproject.com.
For free training
and session-bysession help,
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/
web/thegospelproject.

As you share with your preschoolers this week, help them
see the value in God’s gift of church leaders. Look for ways
to support your leaders so that your preschoolers value
them, love them, and respect them. Consider ways your
group can encourage your leaders.
At the same time, emphasize that God is at work in them
and that they too might be leaders in the church one day—
perhaps one day soon. Help preschoolers see that being a
leader is a great privilege to help point others to the gospel.

5

Finally, be sure that your preschoolers understand that
church leaders do not lead on their own. All church leaders
follow the leadership of Jesus, who was a servant-leader to
us. He gave His life so that we could be forgiven of our sin.

The God Who Leads
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The BIBLE STORY
Bible
Storytelling
Tips

Paul’s Letters to Church Leaders
1 Timothy 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Titus 2:11-14

• Act it out: Choose
a preschooler to be
Paul, another to be
Timothy, and another
to be Titus. Guide
them to act out the
story as you tell it.
• Deliver letters:
Make two copies
of the Bible story
and place each in
an envelope. Write
Timothy on one
envelope and Titus
on the other. Use a
sign to designate
one area of the room
to be Ephesus and
another to be Crete.
Walk to those areas
of the room and open
up the proper letter
at the appropriate
moment in the Bible
story.

After Jesus went up to heaven, the Holy Spirit came
down to help Jesus’ followers. The church grew because
more and more people heard the good news about Jesus and
believed. Jesus’ followers went to different cities to tell more
people about Jesus. The believers met together, and leaders
taught them about God and about how Christians should
live.
Paul wrote letters to some of the church leaders. One
of the leaders was named Timothy. He was Paul’s friend.
Paul and Timothy had traveled together, and Timothy
helped Paul. Now Timothy was a church leader in the city
of Ephesus.
Paul’s letter to Timothy said, “Dear Timothy, it does
not matter that you are young. Be an example for the
other believers. Show them how to live, how to love, and
how to trust God.” Paul also said, “Teach the people
what is right. Teach God’s Word, and always be ready to
share the good news about Jesus. Later on, people will
not want to hear what is right. They will want you to say
things that make them happy even if they are not true.
Don’t do that! Keep telling God’s truth no matter what.”
Another church leader was named Titus. Titus had
traveled with Paul too. Now Titus was a church leader on
the island of Crete. Paul wrote to Timothy and Titus to
share good ideas with them and tell all the church leaders
what they should do.
Paul’s letter to Titus said, “God is kind to people who
sin. He sent Jesus to rescue people from their sins. This is
why we want to do what is right. We want to live in a way
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that pleases God. One day, Jesus will come again. We
want to do what is good because He loves us.

Christ Connection: Paul wrote letters to leaders in the
church. He helped them know how to lead God’s people.
Church leaders help believers know what is true, and they serve
the church. Jesus served us by dying on the cross for our sins.

The God Who Leads
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Teach THE STORY
Paul’s Letters to Church Leaders
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Titus 2:11-14
MAIN POINT: Paul told church leaders to teach God’s Word.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey
because God loves us.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome and worship with song
• “The Reason That
We Sing” song
• “Take My Life and
Let It Be” song

Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive,
sing an action song such as “The Reason That We Sing” to
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship
by leading preschoolers in “Take My Life and Let It Be.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
• newspaper
• Bible
• bookmark
• “Letters to Church
Leaders” video
(optional)
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or
Big Story Circle

Pretend to be reading a newspaper. Ask preschoolers if they
know what you are holding. Allow for responses.
SAY • This is a newspaper. In this newspaper, some news
might make you happy and some news might make
you sad. Today we will learn about how Paul told the
church leaders to spread the good news of Jesus.
Open your Bible to 1 Timothy 4 and place a bookmark
in Titus. Show the video or tell the Bible story using the
provided storytelling helps. Use the bolded version of the
Bible story for young preschoolers.

• Bible
• paper strip
• marker
• Key Passage Poster
• “F-A-I-T-H” song

Write FAITH on a strip of paper and place it at
Galatians 2:20 in your Bible. Invite a few volunteers to
come up one at a time and open the Bible to the key
passage. Invite any preschoolers who wish to recite the key
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Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
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passage from memory to do so. Prompt them as needed.
SAY • Jesus gave His life up for you and me. He died on the
cross to rescue us from our sin and came back to life
to give us a new life with Him. That is the good news
that we can tell others.
Sing the key passage song “F-A-I-T-H” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY

• Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey
because God loves us. Paul told church leaders to
teach God’s Word. God’s Word teaches us what it
looks like to live as God’s people, but the Bible is also
where we hear the good news of how Jesus came to
rescue us. We obey God because we want to show
Him how much we love Him for sending us His Son.

• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Main Point Poster

Respond through song and prayer
SAY

• Paul wrote letters to leaders in the church. He
helped them know how to lead God’s people. Paul
told church leaders to teach God’s Word. Church
leaders help believers know what is true, and they
serve the church. Jesus served us by dying on the
cross for our sins.
Sing “Take My Life and Let It Be” and “Great Big Family
of God” as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for
prayer by singing “God’s Plan.” You may also collect an
offering.
SAY • God, thank You for our church leaders who know
how important it is to teach us Your Word. Amen.

• Main Point Poster
• “Take My Life and
Let It Be” song
“Great Big Family of
God” song
• “God’s Plan” song
• offering basket

Transition to experience the story

• countdown video
(optional)

The God Who Leads
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Experience THE STORY
Paul’s Letters to Church Leaders
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Titus 2:11-14
MAIN POINT: Paul told church leaders to teach God’s Word.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey
because God loves us.
SESSION TITLE:

Play “Follow the Leader”
EP
LOW PR

Choose a child to be the leader. The rest of the group will
line up single file behind the leader and mimic her actions
as she moves about the room. After a short time, choose
another leader and play again.
SAY • The people at the churches in Ephesus and Crete
followed Timothy and Titus. Paul helped them know
how to lead God’s people. Paul told church leaders
to teach God’s Word. Church leaders help believers
know what is true, and they serve the church. Jesus
served us by dying on the cross for our sins.

Sort mail
• envelopes
• marker
• bins
• labels
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Before the session write Paul, Timothy, and Titus on
several envelopes. Label a bin with each name. Set out
the envelopes and bins on a table. Invite preschoolers to
compare a name on an envelope with the names on the
bins. Help them to sort the mail into the proper bins.
SAY • Paul wrote letters to Timothy and Titus. Paul told
church leaders to teach God’s Word. Church
leaders help believers know what is true, and they
serve the church. Jesus served us by dying on the
cross for our sins.
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Look at books
Provide various picture books, how-to books, atlases, and
Bibles for children to look through. Talk about the different
types of books and the information they contain.
SAY • Books can give us lots of information. But the Bible
is the most important book. Paul told church
leaders to teach God’s Word. God’s Word helps us
know the truth about Jesus.

Make a “Thank you” banner
Lay a large sheet of paper on a table and write Thank you!
in the center. Invite preschoolers to decorate the banner.
Transcribe messages of encouragement from children to
church leaders. Consider taking preschoolers with you to
hang the banner in an area where church leaders will see it.
SAY • Church leaders help believers know what is true, and
they serve the church. God is kind to give us church
leaders who love His Word and His people. Paul
told church leaders to teach God’s Word. Let’s pray
for our church leaders and ask God to keep helping
them lead us well.

Play out teaching Bible stories
Set out Bibles, books, clipboards, small dry erase boards,
and dry erase markers. Invite preschoolers to play out
teaching Bible stories. Guide preschoolers to take turns
being the teacher.
SAY • Paul told church leaders to teach God’s Word.
Church leaders help believers know what is true, and
they serve the church. The most important thing
church leaders do is tell the good news about how
Jesus served people by dying on the cross for sin.

Transition to review the story
The God Who Leads

• various books
• Bibles

• large sheet of paper
• markers

• Bibles
• books
• clipboards
• small dry erase
boards
• dry erase markers
• dry eraser

• countdown video
(optional)
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Review THE STORY
Paul’s Letters to Church Leaders
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Titus 2:11-14
MAIN POINT: Paul told church leaders to teach God’s Word.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 2:20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey
because God loves us.
SESSION TITLE:

Review
• Bible
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Giant Timeline or
Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Take My Life and
Let It Be” song
• “F-A-I-T-H” song

Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:
1. After Jesus went up to heaven, who came down to
help Jesus’ followers? (the Holy Spirit)
2. Who wrote letters to the church leaders? (Paul)
3. Who did Paul say could be an example even though
he was a young church leader? (Timothy)
4. Whom did Paul tell that God shows kindness even
to people who sin? (Titus)
5. Who will come again one day? (Jesus)
6. Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey
because God loves us.
SAY • Paul wrote letters to the leaders in the church. He
wrote to Timothy and Titus. He told them to teach
God’s Word. Church leaders help believers know
what is true. More and more people heard the good
news about Jesus and believed.
Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You giving us Your words in the Bible.
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Thank You for giving us church leaders to teach us
truth. Help us to share the truth of the gospel with
others. We love You! Amen.

Missions story
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity,
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s
progress. If you are not participating in a missions
activity, talk about how Timothy and Titus had both been
missionaries with Paul spreading the good news to people
who needed to hear it. We can spread the good news too.
You may also show the “Caroline in China” video.
SAY • In this video, we found out about a girl named
Caroline, who has been a missionary kid in China,
India, and Thailand. Caroline was traveling to
China with her mom and brother. While they were
there, they prayed for the people in China who are
searching for hope and joy. We can pray for the
people in China to find their hope and joy in Jesus.

• “Caroline in China”
video
• “Missions Prayer
Cards” printables,
1 per child

Hop the big picture answer
Set out six hula hoops side by side on the floor. Form a line.
Ask a preschooler the big picture question. Help him say
each word of the big picture answer as he hops through the
hoops. Ask the big picture question to the next child in line
and play again.
SAY • Why does God want us to obey Him? We obey
because God loves us. Jesus served us by dying on
the cross for our sins. God showed so much love
to us in sending His Son. We can obey Him with
gratefully joy!

The God Who Leads

• hula hoops, 6
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Unit 32: Easter
Unit Description:

God’s plan for redemption, which began before creation, culminates
with the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Jesus was
welcomed as King but days later was crucified by the people. Christ’s
sacrifice on the cross and subsequent resurrection provided salvation for
sinners and restores our relationship with God.

Key Passage:
Romans 6:9

Big Picture Question:

Who saves us from our sin? Jesus saves us from sin.
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Unit 32: Easter
Session 1:
Bible Story:
Jesus’ Triumphal Entry
Bible Passage:
Matthew 21:1-17;
Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44;
John 12:12-19
Main Point:
People welcomed Jesus as their
King.

Session 2:
Bible Story:
Jesus’ Crucifixion and
Resurrection
Bible Passage:
Matthew 26:36–28:10;
John 18:1–20:18
Main Point:
Jesus died on the cross and is
alive.

Easter
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UNIT 32
Session 1

1

Use Week of:

Jesus’ Triumphal Entry
Matthew 21:1-17; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44;
John 12:12-19
MAIN POINT: People welcomed Jesus as their King.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 6:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who saves us from our sin? Jesus saves us from sin.
BIBLE PASSAGE:

TEACH
THE STORY

EXPERIENCE
THE STORY

REVIEW
THE STORY

(1520 MINUTES)

(2530 MINUTES)

(10+ MINUTES)

PAGE 62

PAGE 64

PAGE 66

Leader BIBLE STUDY
The Sunday before Easter is Palm Sunday—the day Jesus
entered Jerusalem as the King of kings the week of Passover.
Many of God’s people traveled to Jerusalem for Passover.
Jesus and His disciples traveled to Jerusalem as well. Near
Bethphage (BETH fayj) and Bethany near the Mount of
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples ahead into a village.
Jesus told them, “You will find a young donkey tied there.
No one has ever sat on it. Untie it and bring it here. If
anyone says to you ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord
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needs it.’” Jesus would fulfill Zechariah’s prophecy: “Look,
your King is coming to you … humble and riding on a
donkey” (Zech. 9:9).
Jesus made a spectacular entrance into the city. He rode a
donkey, and people laid branches and their robes on the
ground in front of Him. The people welcoming Jesus into
Jerusalem believed He was the promised Messiah, but they
expected Him to overthrow Roman oppression and set up
an earthly throne. Jesus sent a different message.

Additional
resources for
each session
are available at
gospelproject.com.
For free training
and session-bysession help,
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/
web/thegospelproject.

The next day, Jesus entered the temple and turned over the
tables of the money changers and those selling doves. Jesus
referred to Isaiah 56:7, declaring that His kingship would
not just be over the Jews but over all people. While Jesus
was in the temple, He healed the blind and the lame. Jesus’
actions declared, “I am not just your King; I am also your
God” (Isa. 35:4-6).
Finally, the priests and the scribes heard the children in the
temple worshiping Jesus as their King. “Do You hear what
these children are saying?” they asked. Jesus replied, quoting
Psalm 8:2. Jesus gladly received their praise because He was
worthy of their praise. Jesus is the Son of God who came to
overthrow sin and set up an eternal throne.
As you prepare for and celebrate Easter, help preschoolers
connect the dots between God’s promises of a Messiah and
Jesus’ coming. Help them understand why Jesus came: to
save the world from sin!

Easter
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The BIBLE STORY
Bible
Storytelling
Tips
• Animate the art:
Choose a volunteer to
hold the Bible story
picture and walk it
slowly across the
room as you tell the
story.
• Make it
interactive:
Instruct preschoolers
to perform simple
actions when you say
specific words in the
story. Children may
put on an imaginary
crown when you
say Jesus, they may
bray when you say
donkey, and they
may shout hosanna
when you say
hosanna.
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Jesus’ Triumphal Entry
Matthew 21:1-17; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44;
John 12:12-19
It was the time of year that the Israelites celebrated
Passover. Many Israelites had traveled to Jerusalem to
remember what God had done when He rescued His people
from slavery in Egypt.
Jesus and His friends also traveled to Jerusalem. He
sent two of them ahead to a village. Jesus said, “Go into
the village ahead of you. There you will find a donkey
and her colt tied up. Untie them and bring them to Me.
If anyone says anything to you, you should say that the
Lord needs them.”
The friends did what Jesus said. They put their robes
on the donkey and the colt, and Jesus sat on them.
As Jesus came to Jerusalem, a large crowd gathered.
The crowd laid their robes on the road. They cut palm
branches from trees and laid those on the road, too. The
crowds walked ahead of Jesus, and those who followed
Him shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David! He who
comes in the name of the Lord is the blessed One—the
King of Israel! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” The word
hosanna means “Save now!”
The religious teachers didn’t like it. They asked Jesus
to tell His friends to be quiet. “If they didn’t praise Me,”
Jesus said, “the rocks would cry out!”
When Jesus went into Jerusalem, people asked, “Who is
this?” The crowds replied, “This is the prophet Jesus from
Nazareth in Galilee!” They were only half right. Jesus wasn’t
just a prophet of God—He is God’s Son!
Jesus went to the temple and made the people who were
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selling things there leave. While Jesus was at the temple
area, people who could not see and people who could not
walk came to Him. Jesus healed them.
The priests and the scribes at the temple heard
children shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” The
priests and scribes asked Jesus, “Do You hear what these
children are saying?” The children were saying, “The
king is here! The king is here!”
Jesus said, “Yes. Even the children will praise Me.”
Then Jesus left and went to spend the night in the town of
Bethany.
Christ Connection: The people were happy to see Jesus. They
knew He was their King. Jesus came riding on a donkey, just
as the prophet Zechariah said He would. (Zechariah 9:9) One
day, Jesus will come back, riding on a white horse as King over
everything. (Revelation 19:11)

Easter
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Teach THE STORY
Jesus’ Triumphal Entry
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21:1-17; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44;
John 12:12-19
MAIN POINT: People welcomed Jesus as their King.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 6:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who saves us from our sin? Jesus saves us from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome and worship with song
• “Jesus Paid It All
(Whiter Than
Snow)” song
• “Jesus, Thank You”
song

Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive,
sing an action song such as “Jesus Paid It All (Whiter Than
Snow)” to engage them and help them feel welcomed.
Begin worship by leading preschoolers in “Jesus, Thank
You.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
• Bible
• “Jesus’Triumphal
Entry” video
(optional)
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or
Big Story Circle

• When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the people welcomed
Him as their King. They laid down big leaves called
palm branches, and shouted, “Hosanna!” Does
anyone know what hosanna means? [save now] Let’s
listen to our Bible story and find out!
Open your Bible to one of the Bible passages. Show the
video or tell the Bible story using the provided storytelling
helps. Use the bolded version of the Bible story for young
preschoolers.
SAY

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
• Bible
• green strips of
paper, 1 per child
• Key Passage Poster
• “We Know” song
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Place a green strip of paper at Romans 6:9. Invite a few
volunteers to come up one at a time and open your Bible
to the key passage. Give each preschooler a green strip of
paper. Guide children to wave their “branches” high and
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say the verse two times. Encourage children to wave their
branches low as they say the verse three times.
SAY • The people were right to welcome Jesus as their King.
We know that Jesus died and rose again to save us
from our sin. Jesus is alive and will never die again.
He is our King forever!
Sing the key passage song “We Know” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY

• When Jesus rode into Jerusalem, He knew that soon
He would die on the cross and rise again. Jesus died
for us and rose again because it was the way God
planned to save us from our sin. Who saves us from
our sin? Jesus saves us from sin.

• Big Picture Question
Poster

Respond through song and prayer
SAY

• People welcomed Jesus as their King. The people
were happy to see Jesus. They knew He was their
King. Jesus came riding on a donkey, just as the
prophet Zechariah said He would. One day, Jesus
will come back, riding on a white horse as King over
everything.
Sing “Jesus, Thank You” and “If You Confess” as
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by
singing “God’s Love.” You may also collect an offering.
SAY • God, thank You for sending Jesus to be our King!
Thank You for making a way to save us from our sin
through Jesus. We love You. In Jesus’ name, amen.

• Main Point Poster
• “Jesus, Thank You”
song
• “If You Confess”
song
• “God’s Love” song
• offering basket

Transition to experience the story

• countdown video
(optional)

Easter
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Experience THE STORY
Jesus’ Triumphal Entry
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21:1-17; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44;
John 12:12-19
MAIN POINT: People welcomed Jesus as their King.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 6:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who saves us from our sin? Jesus saves us from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Play musical chairs
EP
LOW PR

• “Jesus, Thank You”
song (optional)
• “We Know” song
(optional)

Set up chairs for one less than the number of preschoolers
in your group in an outward-facing circle. Play music while
preschoolers march around the chairs. When the music
stops, each preschooler should sit in a chair. The preschooler
who does not have a chair gets to shout out, “Hosanna!”
Then resume play.
SAY • Remember the word hosanna means “Save now!” You
were like the children in today’s story who praised
Jesus. People welcomed Jesus as their King.

Match pictures
• “Triumphal Entry
Match” printables, 2
• scissors
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Print two copies of the “Triumphal Entry Match” and cut
out the cards. Invite preschoolers to look at the cards as you
arrange them in a grid. Flip the cards facedown and guide
the preschoolers to take turns flipping two cards at a time to
find a match. Play several rounds.
SAY • In today’s Bible story, the people of Jerusalem laid
down their robes and palm branches to show Jesus
how happy they were to see Him. People welcomed
Jesus as their King. One day, Jesus will come back,
riding on a white horse as King over everything.
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Play out welcoming Jesus
Before class, cut out palm leaves from green construction
paper and robes from brown construction paper. Choose
one volunteer to be “Jesus” and give him a stick horse.
Distribute a leaf or robe to the other preschoolers. When
the other preschoolers see “Jesus,” they will shout “hosanna”
and lay down their leaves and robes. Play again as time
allows, choosing a new volunteer to be Jesus.
SAY • When Jesus rode into Jerusalem, the people shouted
hosanna, which means “save now!” Who saves us
from our sin? Jesus saves us from sin.

• green and brown
construction paper
• scissors
• stick horse

Tear and glue to make a palm branch

• “Palm Branch
Template” printable,
1 per child
• light green
construction paper
• dark green
construction paper
• glue stick

Provide a “Palm Branch Template” printable for each child.
Set out the two shades of green construction paper. Lead
children to tear and glue the green paper to the template.
SAY • The people of Jerusalem laid down palm branches
because they knew Jesus was their King. People
welcomed Jesus as their King.

Play “Pin the Tail on the Donkey”
Draw a tail-less donkey image on a dry erase board or large
sheet of paper. Cut a gray strip of paper to be the donkey’s
tail. Blindfold a child or invite her to close her eyes. Gently
spin her around and help her tape the tail to the donkey.
SAY • Jesus rode a donkey into Jerusalem, and people
welcomed Jesus as their King. One day, Jesus will
come back, riding on a white horse as King over
everything.

• large sheet of paper
or dry erase board
• marker
• gray strip of paper
• tape
• blindfold (optional)

Transition to review the story

• countdown video
(optional)
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Review THE STORY
Jesus’ Triumphal Entry
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21:1-17; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44;
John 12:12-19
MAIN POINT: People welcomed Jesus as their King.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 6:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who saves us from our sin? Jesus saves us from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Review
• Bible
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Giant Timeline or
Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Jesus, Thank You”
song
• “We Know” song

Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:
1. What did Jesus ride on? (a donkey)
2. What did people lay down on the ground in front
of Jesus? (robes and palm branches)
3. What did the people shout? (Hosanna!)
4. Who didn’t like the people praising Jesus? (the
religious teachers)
5. Who welcomed Jesus? (People welcomed Jesus as
their King.)
6. Who saves us from our sin? Jesus saves us from
sin.
SAY • The people were happy to see Jesus. They welcomed
Jesus as their King by shouting hosanna and laying
down palm branches. Jesus entered Jerusalem on a
donkey, just as the prophet Zechariah said He would.
One day, Jesus will come back, riding on a white
horse as King over everything.
Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
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SAY

• Thank You, God, for sending Jesus to be our King!
People welcomed Jesus as their King. Help us to
welcome Jesus as our King and Savior. We love You.
In Jesus’ name, amen.

Missions story
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity,
introduce the activity and the reasons for it. If you are not
participating in a missions activity, talk about how God can
use children to help others hear the good news about Jesus.
You may also show the “Prayer for Jerusalem” video.
SAY • These images are from Jerusalem. In today’s Bible
story, Jesus entered Jerusalem riding a donkey.
People welcomed Jesus as their King, but many
people in Jerusalem today do not believe Jesus is the
King. They do not believe that Jesus is the Savior.
Let’s pray for them to believe the truth about Jesus.

• “Prayer for
Jerusalem” video
• “Missions Prayer
Cards” printables,
1 per child

Practice the big picture question
Invite the preschoolers to sit in a circle on the floor. Pass
a beanbag to a preschooler and ask him the big picture
question. Help the preschooler give the big picture answer.
Lead him to toss the beanbag to another preschooler and
ask her the big picture question. Play as time allows, making
sure each child gets a chance to ask and answer the big
picture question.
SAY • People welcomed Jesus as their King. Jesus rode
into Jerusalem on a donkey, just as the prophet
Zechariah said He would. Jesus did everything
needed to save us from sin. Who saves us from our
sin? Jesus saves us from sin.

Easter
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UNIT 32
Session 2

Use Week of:

Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection
Matthew 26:36–28:10; John 18:1–20:18
MAIN POINT: Jesus died on the cross and is alive.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 6:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who saves us from our sin? Jesus saves us from sin.
BIBLE PASSAGE:

2

TEACH
THE STORY

EXPERIENCE
THE STORY

REVIEW
THE STORY

(1520 MINUTES)

(2530 MINUTES)

(10+ MINUTES)

PAGE 72

PAGE 74

PAGE 76

Leader BIBLE STUDY
God’s law for the people was plain. Read Deuteronomy 6:5.
But God’s people, and all people, have broken the law. We
have loved other things more than we love God. That is sin.
Jesus’ purpose for coming to earth was to save us from our
sin. (Matt. 1:21) Why did Jesus have to die? Why couldn’t
He just say, “You are forgiven”? God is just and requires due
payment for sin. To simply forgive sin without requiring a
payment would be unjust. According to God’s Word, the
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payment of sin is death. (Rom. 6:23) But not only is God
just, He is also loving. That is why Jesus was willing to die
in our place.
Jesus came to live and die to show God’s love to us
(Rom. 5:7-8) so that whoever believes in Him might not
perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16) Jesus came to die so
that we would be forgiven. (Eph. 1:7) Jesus came to die to
bring us to God. (1 Pet. 3:18)
Jesus died on the cross to satisfy the wrath of God toward
sin. Jesus’ resurrection proved that God was satisfied with
Jesus’ sacrifice, and forgiveness and life are found in Him.
(See 1 Cor. 15:17.) If Jesus had died but not been raised up,
He would have been like military leaders who died without
a throne. (Acts 5:33-37) But Jesus conquered death, just as
He said He would. (John 2:19-21)

Additional
resources for
each session
are available at
gospelproject.com.
For free training
and session-bysession help,
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/
web/thegospelproject.

Jesus’ resurrection gives us hope for our resurrection.
(Rom. 6:5) Romans 8:11 says that the same Spirit that
raised Jesus from the dead will raise our bodies to life.
Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection are not the end of the
story, but the center of it. Everything that was written about
Jesus in the Old Testament and spoken by the prophets was
coming true. As you teach preschoolers this Bible story,
emphasize the gospel: the good news of who Jesus is and
what He has done.
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2

The BIBLE STORY
Bible
Storytelling
Tips

Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection
Matthew 26:36–28:10; John 18:1–20:18

• Draw it: While you
tell the Bible story,
invite a second leader
to draw the following
pictures at the
appropriate moment
in the Bible story:
• hands praying for
Jesus in the garden
• lips when Judas
kisses Jesus
• crown of thorns
when leaving Pilate
• cross when Jesus is
crucified
• tomb with stone
when Jesus is buried
• tomb with stone
rolled away when
the women find the
tomb empty
• Shape it: Allow
preschoolers to work
with play dough as
you tell the story.
Encourage children
to flatten play dough
and make a cross
shape with the
cookie cutters. Next,
guide preschoolers
to make flat, round
pieces of dough to
resemble the tomb
and stone.

Jesus and His friends went to a garden. Jesus was very
sad. He prayed to God: “My Father! If it is possible, let Me
save Your people another way. But if this is Your plan, I will
do it!” While Jesus prayed, His friends fell asleep. “Get up,”
Jesus said. “It is time.”
Then Judas, one of Jesus’ disciples, came with a large
crowd. Judas kissed Jesus to show the crowd which person
was Jesus. The men in the crowd arrested Jesus. Peter tried
to stop the men, but Jesus told Peter not to fight them.
Jesus knew this was all a part of God’s plan.
Jesus’ followers ran away, but Peter stayed nearby and
watched. Three times, people saw Peter and said, “Aren’t
you friends with Jesus?” Peter said, “No!” each time.
Jesus was taken to the high priest. “Are You really the
Messiah, the Son of God?” the high priest asked.
“Yes,” Jesus said.
“He has spoken against God! He deserves to die!” the
men said. They did not believe Jesus was God’s Son.
When morning came, the men took Jesus to see Pilate
(PIGH luht), the governor. “Are You the King of the Jews?”
Pilate asked.
“Yes,” Jesus said.
“What should I do with Jesus?” Pilate asked the people.
“Kill Him on a cross!” the people replied. “Crucify
Him!”
Pilate’s soldiers made a crown of thorns and put it
on Jesus’ head. They put a purple robe around Him and
pretended to bow down to Him. Then they led Jesus away.
Jesus was nailed to a cross. They put a sign above
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Jesus’ head that said: THIS IS JESUS OF NAZARETH,
THE KING OF THE JEWS. Two criminals were crucified
next to Jesus.
Darkness covered the land. In the afternoon, Jesus
cried out, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?”
Jesus died and was buried in a tomb. A large stone was
rolled in front of the tomb, and Pilate’s soldiers guarded
the tomb so that no one would steal Jesus’ body.
On the third day, two of Jesus’ friends, both named
Mary, went to the tomb. They were very sad. Suddenly
there was a big earthquake as an angel came down from
heaven. The angel rolled away the stone and sat on it.
The guards fainted.
The angel spoke to the women, “Do not be afraid!
Jesus is not here! He has been raised from the dead, just
as He said He would.”
The women were so happy! Jesus was alive! Just then,
Jesus met them. He said, “Good morning!” The women
worshiped Him. Jesus said, “Do not be afraid anymore.
Go and tell My friends to go to Galilee. I will meet them
there.”
Christ Connection: The most important thing that ever
happened is that Jesus died and was raised from the dead. Jesus
never did anything wrong, but He was punished because we
sinned. God forgives us for sin because Jesus died for us. God
raised Jesus from the dead to be King over everything.
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Teach THE STORY
Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:36–28:10; John 18:1–20:18
MAIN POINT: Jesus died on the cross and is alive.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 6:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who saves us from our sin? Jesus saves us from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome and worship with song
• “Jesus Paid It All
(Whiter Than
Snow)” song
• “Jesus, Thank You”
song

Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive,
sing an action song such as “Jesus Paid It All (Whiter Than
Snow)” to engage them and help them feel welcomed.
Begin worship by leading preschoolers in “Jesus, Thank
You.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
• Happy Easter! Today is the day we celebrate that God
made Jesus alive again after He died on the cross for
our sin. But our Bible story actually starts a few days
before Jesus rose from the dead on a day called Good
Friday. Hmm. I wonder why it is called that. Let’s
listen to today’s Bible story and find out!
Open your Bible to John 18. Show the video or tell the
Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

• Bible
• “Jesus’ Crucifixion
and Resurrection”
video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or
Big Story Circle

SAY

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• gray construction
paper
• scissors
• “We Know” song

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
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Place a gray circle cutout at Romans 6:9 to represent the
stone that rolled away. Invite a few volunteers to come up
one at a time and open your Bible to the key passage.
Create simple motions for the key passage. Use the
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motions from the key passage song video “We Know” as
inspiration. Teach the motions to preschoolers as you repeat
the passage several times.
SAY • Jesus died on the cross and, on the third day, He rose
again. Jesus will never die again! Jesus is alive, and He
is our King forever!
Sing the key passage song together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY

• We are sinners. Our sin separates us from God, but
God had a plan to rescue us. He sent Jesus. Jesus died
on the cross and, on the third day, He rose from the
grave. Jesus died to save us from our sins! Who saves
us from our sin? Jesus saves us from sin.

• Big Picture Question
Poster

Respond through song and prayer
• The most important thing that ever happened is that
Jesus died and was raised from the dead. Jesus never
did anything wrong, but He was punished because
we sinned. God forgives us for sin because Jesus died
for us. God raised Jesus from the dead to be King
over everything. Jesus died on the cross and is alive!
Sing “Jesus, Thank You” and “Resurrected” as preschoolers
move with the music. Prepare for prayer by singing “God’s
Love.” You may also collect an offering.
SAY • God, thank You for sending Jesus to save us from our
sin. Thank You for raising Jesus from the grave so
that He will never die again! We love You. In Jesus’
name, amen.
SAY

Transition to experience the story

Easter

• Main Point Poster
• “Jesus, Thank You”
song
• “Resurrected” song
• “God’s Love” song
• offering basket

• countdown video
(optional)
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Experience THE STORY
Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:36–28:10; John 18:1–20:18
MAIN POINT: Jesus died on the cross and is alive.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 6:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who saves us from our sin? Jesus saves us from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Build a tomb with blocks
EP
LOW PR

• blocks
• brown or gray
construction paper

• heavyweight paper
• colorful tissue paper
• glue
• markers

• paper plates, 1 per
child
• markers
• craft stick
• glue or tape
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Explain to preschoolers that Jesus’ tomb was like a cave.
Encourage boys and girls to build a tomb with blocks. Show
them how to wad a sheet of construction paper to form a
stone to roll in front of the entrance to the tomb.
SAY • The tomb is empty! Jesus died on the cross and is
alive! Jesus never did anything wrong, but He was
punished because we sinned. God forgives us for sin
because Jesus died for us. God raised Jesus from the
dead to be King over everything.

Make a tissue paper cross
Before class, draw a cross outline on white heavyweight
paper for each child. Distribute colorful tissue paper and
glue to the children. Encourage the preschoolers to tear the
tissue paper and glue the pieces onto the cross.
SAY • The cross reminds us of what Jesus did to rescue us
from sin. Jesus died on the cross and is alive.

Make face puppets
Provide a paper plate for each preschooler. Invite
preschoolers to draw a happy face on one side of the plate
and a sad face on the other. Glue a craft stick to the bottom
of the plate.
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SAY

• Jesus’ friends were sad when He died, but they were
happy when they learned He was alive. Jesus died
on the cross and is alive. The most important thing
that ever happened is that Jesus died and was raised
from the dead.

Find items that are empty
Gather an assortment of containers that are full, half-full,
or empty. Examples include cereal boxes, plastic food
storage containers, plastic drink bottles, tin cans, cups, and
bowls. Invite preschoolers to examine each container and
determine if the container is full, half-full, or empty.
Provide materials for preschoolers to fill the containers
such as pom-poms, cotton balls, or dried pasta. Invite a
preschooler to fill a container and then dump its contents.
SAY • Jesus’ tomb was empty. Jesus was not inside because
God raised Jesus from the dead. Jesus died on the
cross and is alive. God will forgive us for sin because
Jesus died for us.

• various full, halffull, and empty
containers
• filler material

Drop stones
Set out bottles on a table or the floor. Guide children to
drop stones into the bottles from varying heights. They may
also sort the stones into muffin pans. Challenge boys and
girls to use tongs to drop and move the stones.
SAY • Moving these stones is easy. The stone in front of
Jesus’ tomb was big and heavy. An angel came down
from heaven and rolled away the stone. The tomb
was empty! Jesus died on the cross and is alive!

• small assorted
stones
• empty plastic
bottles with various
sizes of openings
• tongs
• muffin pans

Transition to review the story

• countdown video
(optional)
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Review THE STORY
Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 26:36–28:10; John 18:1–20:18
MAIN POINT: Jesus died on the cross and is alive.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 6:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who saves us from our sin? Jesus saves us from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Review
• Bible
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Giant Timeline or
Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Jesus, Thank You”
song
• “We Know” song

Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:
1. How was Jesus feeling when He prayed in the
garden? (sad)
2. What did Jesus’ friends do while Jesus prayed?
(slept)
3. How did Jesus die? (on a cross)
4. Why was Jesus punished? (Jesus died to rescue us
from sin. Jesus never did anything wrong!)
5. When the women went to the tomb, what did they
see? (The stone was rolled away.)
6. Who saves us from our sin? Jesus saves us from
sin.
SAY • Jesus died on the cross and is alive. God made a
way to save us from our sins through Jesus. Who
saves us from our sin? Jesus saves us from sin.
Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You for sending Jesus to save us from our
sin. Give us hearts to believe Jesus died on the cross
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and is alive. Help us to follow and obey Him. We
love You. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Missions story
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity,
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity,
talk about how Jesus dying on the cross and being raised
from the dead is the most important thing that has ever
happened. Everyone needs to hear this good news of how
Jesus gave His life to rescue people from sin. You may also
show the “Learning to Pray” video.
SAY • We can talk to God through prayer anytime and
anywhere, isn’t that amazing? We can talk to God
because Jesus died on the cross and is alive. Let’s
pray for the people in the video who think they have
to go to a special place or pray in a special way for
God to hear them. Let’s ask God to show them the
truth about Jesus.

• “Learning to Pray”
video
• “Missions Prayer
Cards” printables,
1 per child

Sing “Down in My Heart”
Lead preschoolers in singing and performing the actions for
“Down in My Heart (I’ve Got the Joy, Joy, Joy).” If you are
unfamiliar with the song, check it out online before class.
When you finish singing, invite the preschoolers to clap and
shout, “Jesus is alive!”
SAY • Jesus died on the cross and is alive. Because of what
Jesus did, we can be saved from our sin. That is a
reason to have joy! We can be with God forever when
we trust in Jesus! Who saves us from our sin? Jesus
saves us from sin.
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Unit 33: The God Who Changes Us
Unit Description:

Paul and other leaders began to write letters reminding the church
of how the Holy Spirit changes a person’s mind and heart, making it
possible to love and serve Jesus and fulfill His mission.

Key Passage:

2 Corinthians 5:17

Big Picture Question:

Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
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Unit 33: The God Who Changes Us
Session 1:

Session 4:

Bible Story:
Children of God
Bible Passage:
Romans 8:12-39
Main Point:
When we trust in Jesus, God
makes us His children.

Session 2:

Bible Story:
The Armor of God
Bible Passage:
Ephesians 6:10-19
Main Point:
God makes us strong against
evil.

Session 5:

Bible Story:
A Transformed Mind
Bible Passage:
Romans 12:1-18;
1 Corinthians 1:9;
Philippians 1:3-7
Main Point:
God wants us to be friends with
one another.

Session 3:
Bible Story:
The Fruit of the Spirit
Bible Passage:
Galatians 5:16-26
Main Point:
The Holy Spirit helps us be
more like Jesus.

Bible Story:
A Cheerful Giver
Bible Passage:
2 Corinthians 8:1-15; 9:6-15
Main Point:
God wants us to give to others.

Session 6:
Bible Story:
Heroes of Faith
Bible Passage:
Hebrews 11:1–12:2
Main Point:
The Bible tells us about people
who lived by faith.

The God Who Changes Us
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UNIT 33
Session 1

1

Use Week of:

Children of God
Romans 8:12-39
MAIN POINT: When we trust in Jesus, God makes us His children.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
BIBLE PASSAGE:

TEACH
THE STORY

EXPERIENCE
THE STORY

REVIEW
THE STORY

(1520 MINUTES)

(2530 MINUTES)

(10+ MINUTES)

PAGE 84

PAGE 86

PAGE 88

Leader BIBLE STUDY
Rome was one of the most important cities in Paul’s day.
Paul understood that it was essential that the church in the
capital of the Roman Empire be anchored in the gospel.
Unlike many of the other churches we read about in the
New Testament, Paul didn’t help plant the church in Rome;
in fact, he hadn’t even visited yet. Paul was planning his
first visit to this important church when he wrote a letter
to make sure the believers there properly understood the
gospel.
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The Book of Romans contains one of the clearest
explanations of the gospel in the Bible. Paul opens his
letter by explaining the sin problem that plagues us all. He
then moves on to share how Jesus’ perfect life, death, and
resurrection was sufficient to save people who trust in Jesus.
In Romans 5, people are described as helpless, ungodly,
sinners, and enemies apart from Christ. Then, in chapter 8,
Paul begins to show how having a relationship with Jesus
changes us. He describes believers as children of God in
Christ. That’s quite a change!

Additional
resources for
each session
are available at
gospelproject.com.
For free training
and session-bysession help,
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/
web/thegospelproject.

The gospel doesn’t just spare us from the ultimate
consequences of our sin. The gospel doesn’t just make us
neutral to God. Because of the gospel, we are adopted by
God and have the right and privilege to call God our loving
Father. Being children of God means we have nothing to
fear. Our relationship with God is secure for eternity.
As you share with your preschoolers this week, be aware
that some may not have good relationships with their
fathers. Some may not have a father at all. Gently and
lovingly explain that God is our perfect Father, a Father
who is always there for us and who loves us unconditionally
because of His Son, Jesus.

The God Who Changes Us
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1

The BIBLE STORY
Bible
Storytelling
Tips

Children of God
Romans 8:12-39

• Read Paul’s
letter: Write a
few points from
the Bible story onto
stationery. Place it in
an envelope. Use the
envelope as a Bible
marker at Romans 8.
Open the Bible and
the envelope, show
the letter, and talk
about how good it is
to receive mail from
a friend. Tell the story
as if reading Paul’s
letter.
• Act out the story:
Show the Bible story
picture. Invite a
volunteer to pose as
Jesus. Gather other
children around,
imitating the picture.
Take turns posing. Tell
the Bible story. Pause
periodically and ask
children to repeat
“We are His children!”
after you.

Paul wrote a letter to Jesus’ followers in Rome. He
wanted to make sure they believed the right things about
Jesus and that they knew how they should live. Paul said
that when we trust in Jesus, God gives us the Holy Spirit
and makes us His children.
Paul wrote, “The Holy Spirit helps believers say no to
sin, and He gives us power to live in a way that makes
God happy. The Holy Spirit makes us God’s children! We
do not need to be afraid of God; He is like a Father. He
loves us!
“God sent His Son, Jesus, to die on the cross. When
we trust in Jesus, God the Father forgives our sin and
treats us like His own children. We are His children!
“Because we are in God’s family, our future will be
good. This life might be hard, but one day we will be with
God forever. God has a wonderful blessing for us that is
much greater than any hard things that happen.
“The Holy Spirit helps us when we are weak. He even
prays for us when we do not know what to say. He
changes us to be more like Jesus. God uses everything that
happens for our good.
“God gave us the gift we needed the most: Jesus. We
know He will give us everything we need. Nothing can
ever make God stop loving His children—not life or
death or power or anything in all the world. God’s love is
forever.
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Christ Connection: God is changing believers to be more
like Jesus. We are God’s children! Jesus took our punishment for
sin, we are adopted into God’s family. Because Jesus died on the
cross, God the Father welcomes us and gives us a home with
Him forever.

The God Who Changes Us
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Teach THE STORY
Children of God
BIBLE PASSAGE: Romans 8:12-39
MAIN POINT: When we trust in Jesus, God makes us His children.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome and worship with song
• “Children of the
Kingdom” song
• “From the Inside
Out” song

Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive,
sing an action song such as “Children of the Kingdom” to
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship
by leading preschoolers in “From the Inside Out.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
• Bible
• globe or world map
• “Children of God”
video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or
Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• family photograph
• “A New Creation”
song
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Show Corinth (Greece) and Rome (Italy) on a globe or
world map.
SAY • Paul was in Corinth, but he had friends living in
Rome. He wanted them to know about following
Jesus, so he wrote them a letter. Paul explained how
they could become a part of God’s family, and how
God would help them to be more like Jesus.
Open your Bible to Romans 8. Show the video or tell the
Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a family photograph at 2 Corinthians 5:17. Invite
a few volunteers to come up one at a time and open your
Bible to the key passage.
Create simple motions for the key passage. Use the
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motions from the key passage song video “A New Creation”
as inspiration. Teach the motions to preschoolers as you
repeat the passage several times.
SAY • The Bible says that when we trust in Jesus, the Holy
Spirit changes us and makes us new. We become part
of God’s family! God makes us His children.
Sing the key passage song “A New Creation” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY

• When we trust in Jesus, God adopts us into His
family. Our Father gives us the Holy Spirit to help
us. The Holy Spirit prays for us and helps us live in
a way that makes God happy. Who changes us? God
changes us to be like Jesus.

• Big Picture Question
Poster

Respond through song and prayer
SAY

• God is changing believers to be more like Jesus. We
are God’s children! Jesus took our punishment for
sin. We are adopted into God’s family. Because Jesus
died on the cross, God the Father welcomes us and
gives us a home with Him forever. When we trust in
Jesus, God makes us His children.
Sing “From the Inside Out” and “God Gives Us Everything
We Need” as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for
prayer by singing “One.” Collect an offering.
SAY • God, thank You for making us Your children when
we turn from our sin and follow You. Thank You for
giving us the Holy Spirit to help us to live in a way
that shows people how wonderful You are. Amen.

• Main Point Poster
• “From the Inside
Out” song
• “God Gives Us
Everything We
Need” song
• “One” song
• offering basket

Transition to experience the story

• countdown video
(optional)
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Experience THE STORY
Children of God
BIBLE PASSAGE: Romans 8:12-39
MAIN POINT: When we trust in Jesus, God makes us His children.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
SESSION TITLE:

Run a key passage relay
EP
LOW PR

• index card
• marker
• Bible
• tape

Print the key passage on an index card and place it at
2 Corinthians 5 in a Bible. Mark a starting line on the floor
with tape, and place a chair about 10 feet away. Show the
Bible and read the key passage. Children will take turns
carrying the Bible, walking around the chair, and returning.
As a child gives the Bible to the next friend in line, say “We
are God’s children!”
SAY • When we trust in Jesus, God makes us His
children. Paul wanted his friends to know that God
is changing believers to be more like Jesus. The Holy
Spirit helps believers say no to sin, and He gives us
power to live in a way that makes God happy.

Play out family scenes
• kitchen-themed
toys
• baby dolls
• dress-up clothes
• briefcase or
messenger bag
(optional)
• toy tools (optional)
• toy electronics
(optional)
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Set up a dramatic play area as a home. Set out kitchenrelated toys, baby dolls, dress-up clothes, and so forth.
Consider including other items such as a briefcase or
messenger bag, toy tools, or toy electronics. Encourage
preschoolers to play out family scenes.
SAY • When we trust in Jesus, God makes us His
children. God is a perfect Father who loves His
children perfectly! We are God’s children—rescued
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from sin and adopted into God’s family. Because
Jesus died on the cross, God the Father welcomes us
and gives us a home with Him forever.

Create a family mural
Tape a long sheet of paper to a wall at children’s level. Set
out drawing materials. Invite preschoolers to work together
to draw pictures of themselves, their friends, and their
families. Recall portions of the Bible story as children draw.
SAY • When we trust in Jesus, God makes us His
children. He forgives all of our sin and we become a
part of God’s big family.

• large sheet of paper
• crayons or markers
• tape
Tip: Be sensitive to
family situations.

Play with people figures
Display people figures in a blocks area. Suggest the figures
are all brothers and sisters. Invite preschoolers to play freely.
SAY • When we trust in Jesus, God makes us His
children. Jesus took our punishment for sin, and we
are adopted into God’s family. Because Jesus died on
the cross, God the Father welcomes us and gives us a
home with Him forever.

• people figures
• blocks

Make collages of children
Provide paper, blunt-tipped scissors, magazines, and glue
sticks. Write the main point on each child’s paper. Guide
older preschoolers to use scissors to cut out images of
children from magazines. Prepare cutouts for younger
preschoolers before the session. Invite preschoolers to glue
the cutouts to their papers.
SAY • God gave His Son, Jesus, to die on the cross. When
we trust in Jesus, God makes us His children. God
the Father gives us a home with Him forever.

Transition to review the story
The God Who Changes Us

• paper
• blunt-tipped
scissors (optional)
• magazines or pre
cut children images
• glue sticks
• marker

• countdown video
(optional)
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Review THE STORY
Children of God
BIBLE PASSAGE: Romans 8:12-39
MAIN POINT: When we trust in Jesus, God makes us His children.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
SESSION TITLE:

Review
• Bible
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Giant Timeline or
Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “From the Inside
Out” song
• “A New Creation”
song
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Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:
1. How did Paul talk to his friends far away in Rome?
(He wrote them a letter.)
2. How does the Holy Spirit help us? (He helps us
say no to sin and gives us power to live in a way that
makes God happy.)
3. What happens when we trust in Jesus? (When we
trust in Jesus, God makes us His children.)
4. What is the most important gift that God gave us?
(His Son, Jesus)
5. What can make God stop loving His children?
(nothing)
6. How long does God’s love last? (forever)
7. Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
SAY • How wonderful it is to be adopted into God’s family!
When we trust in Jesus, that makes us all brothers
and sisters! We are God’s children—rescued from sin.
Because Jesus died on the cross, God welcomes us
and gives us a home with Him forever.
Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.
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Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You making us part of Your family when
we trust in Jesus. Thank You for changing us to be
more like Jesus. Amen.

Missions story
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity,
introduce the activity and the reasons for it. If you are not
participating in a missions activity, talk about ways Jesus
followers can tell everyone around the world that God can
change them to be like Jesus. You may also show the “Every
Village” video.
SAY • The children in South Asia hear about Jesus when
they play sports like cricket and volleyball with
the missionaries who live there. The missionaries
also help the people have clean water to drink. The
missionaries care for the people and tell them how to
trust in Jesus so they can be God’s children too.

• “Every Village” video
• “Missions Prayer
Cards” printables,
1 per child

Sing a song
Sing “Jesus Loves the Little Children” using the lyrics below.
“Jesus loves the little children,
all the children of the world.
Every color, shape, and size,
They are precious in His eyes.
Jesus loves the little children of the world.”
SAY • When we trust in Jesus, God makes us His
children. Nothing can ever make God stop loving
His children—not life or death or power or anything
in all the world. God’s love is forever.

The God Who Changes Us
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UNIT 33
Session 2

Use Week of:

A Transformed Mind
Romans 12:1-18; 1 Corinthians 1:9; Philippians 1:3-7
MAIN POINT: God wants us to be friends with one another.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
BIBLE PASSAGE:

2

TEACH
THE STORY

EXPERIENCE
THE STORY

REVIEW
THE STORY

(1520 MINUTES)

(2530 MINUTES)

(10+ MINUTES)

PAGE 94

PAGE 96

PAGE 98

Leader BIBLE STUDY
All of the letters Paul wrote follow the same basic outline.
The first part of each letter focuses on important doctrines:
the gospel. The second part of each letter then explains how
those doctrines can and should shape how we live every day:
gospel transformation.
When it comes to Romans, the first eleven chapters are
Paul’s explanation of the gospel, while the final five chapters
center on how that gospel changes us. Romans 12:1-2 is the
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hinge linking these two sections together.
Paul urges believers to keep in mind the mercies of God.
God’s grace, mercy, and kindness led Him to provide Jesus
to pay our penalty for sin so that we might be adopted
into God’s family. Then Paul helps us look forward by
summarizing the impact the gospel should have on us.
We are to be living sacrifices that please God. How can
we do that? The answer is in Romans 12:2. We are to be
transformed by the renewing of our minds. A renewed
mind transformed by the Holy Spirit will help us see what
pleases God, what His will is.

Additional
resources for
each session
are available at
gospelproject.com.
For free training
and session-bysession help,
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/
web/thegospelproject.

The gospel first changes the heart and mind. Then, as a
result, the gospel changes how a person lives. This is how we
please and glorify God.
As you share with your preschoolers this week, remind them
of how important gospel transformation is. Help them to
see that they cannot please God on their own effort—and
God doesn’t want them to try.
Help preschoolers understand what it means to rest in the
gospel—in who they have been made in Christ Jesus—
and how to allow the Holy Spirit to work in their minds,
hearts, and their actions. Share that one of the ways God
transforms our minds is by us reading His Word, and
encourage them to spend time reading the Bible this week.

The God Who Changes Us
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2

The BIBLE STORY
Bible
Storytelling
Tips

A Transformed Mind
Romans 12:1-18; 1 Corinthians 1:9; Philippians 1:3-7

• Use two
storytellers: Enlist
two adult leaders to
tell the story. One
to narrate the story
and another to play
Paul reading his letter
aloud.
• Use sign
language: Look
online to learn how
to sign a few of the
words in today’s
story, such as God,
friend, Jesus, together,
love, pray, and thank.
Tell the story, pausing
whenever you come
to a variation of one
of these words. Lead
the boys and girls
to sign the words
with you.

Paul said that God wants believers to be good friends
with one another and with Jesus. Should a person who
loves God live in the same way as a person who does not
love God? No. Paul wrote a letter to his friends in Rome
about how believers should live. This is what Paul wrote.
“Dear friends, God is kind. He loves us even though
we are sinners. So live in a way that pleases God. The
Holy Spirit lives inside you. Let Him change how you think
and act. The Holy Spirit will help you know the right
way to live.
“Remember that every believer is different in a special
way. God has given us different gifts, and He has a special
plan for us. Some people teach about Jesus. Some people
serve the church. Some people help those who are sad or
sick. We all work together because we are one family in
Jesus.
Everyone who loves Jesus is like a family. If someone
is happy, be happy with him. If he is sad, be sad too.
Get along with one another as much as possible. We can
love one another, help one another, and pray for one
another.”
Later, Paul was in prison in Rome. He wrote a letter
to Christians in Philippi. Paul was happy because God
was working in their lives. The Christians helped Paul by
sending him money and praying for him. Paul thanked
God for his friends. He knew God was changing them to
be more like Jesus.
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Christ Connection: God wants us to show friendship and
love to one another. All believers are part of God’s family. Jesus
brings us together. The Holy Spirit changes how we think and
live so we can love one another like God has loved us.
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Teach THE STORY
A Transformed Mind
BIBLE PASSAGE: Romans 12:1-18; 1 Corinthians 1:9; Philippians 1:3-7
MAIN POINT: God wants us to be friends with one another.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome and worship with song
• “Children of the
Kingdom” song
• “From the Inside
Out” song

Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive,
sing an action song such as “Children of the Kingdom” to
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship
by leading preschoolers in “From the Inside Out.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
• Bible
• wooden-framed
puzzle
• gift bag
• “A Transformed
Mind” video
(optional)
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or
Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Bible marker or
ribbon
• “A New Creation”
song
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Before the session, place the pieces of a wooden-framed
puzzle into a gift bag. Show the empty frame. Pass the bag
around the group, and invite a child to remove a puzzle
piece from the bag. Ask boys and girls to work together to
assemble the puzzle.
SAY • Everyone worked hard to put the puzzle together.
Some of you found the edge pieces, and others
matched the colors and shapes very well. In today’s
Bible story, Paul wrote to his friends. He wanted
them to work together as one family in Jesus.
Open your Bible to Romans 12. Show the video or tell the
Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a Bible marker or ribbon at 2 Corinthians 5:17. Invite
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a few volunteers to come up one at a time and open your
Bible to the key passage. Lead preschoolers to say the verse
using different voices such as high, low, soft, or loud.
SAY • This key passage helps us know that when we trust
in Jesus, God changes us and makes us new. The
Holy Spirit helps us to live in a way that makes God
happy.
Sing the key passage song “A New Creation” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY

• God changes us when we trust in Jesus. God gives us
the Holy Spirit to help us. The Holy Spirit changes
how we think. When we begin to think the way God
wants us to, we can be more like Jesus. Who changes
us? God changes us to be like Jesus.

• Big Picture Question
Poster

Respond through song and prayer
SAY

• God wants us to be friends with one another. All
believers are part of God’s family. Jesus brings us
together. The Holy Spirit changes how we think and
live so we can love one another like God has loved
us.
Sing “From the Inside Out” and “Trust in Jesus” as
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by
singing “One.” You may also collect an offering.
SAY • God, thank You for changing us to be more like
Jesus. Help us to be friends with each other and do
what You want us to do to help other people. Amen.

• Main Point Poster
• “From the Inside
Out” song
• “Trust in Jesus” song
• “One” song
• offering basket

Transition to experience the story

• countdown video
(optional)
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Experience THE STORY
A Transformed Mind
BIBLE PASSAGE: Romans 12:1-18; 1 Corinthians 1:9; Philippians 1:3-7
MAIN POINT: God wants us to be friends with one another.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
SESSION TITLE:

Write on dry erase boards
EP
LOW PR

• mini dry erase
boards
• washable dry erase
markers
• index cards
(optional)

Invite boys and girls to draw on dry erase boards. Write
a few words that pertain to the story on index cards for
models if a child chooses to write words instead of draw.
SAY • We learned last week that Paul had many friends in
churches in different cities. When he could not be
with them, he wrote letters to them. Paul told them
that God wants us to be friends with one another.
and work together. Paul thanked God for his friends.

Play “I have a friend … ”
EP
LOW PR

• hoola hoops, 2-3

• cardboard tubes
• scissors
• stickers
• crayons
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Invite preschoolers to stand in a circle. Place two or three
hula hoops in the center. Say, “I have a friend who has a pet
cat (or another trait).” Ask boys and girls to quickly place a
foot in a hoop if the statement pertains to them. Finish by
saying, “I have a friend who wants to be like Jesus.”
SAY • God wants us to be friends with one another. All
believers are part of God’s family. Jesus brings us
together. The Holy Spirit changes how we think and
live so we can love one another like God loves us.

Make a friendship bracelet
Before class, cut the cardboard tubes into 1-inch circles. Cut
a slit in each tube to make a bracelet. Invite a preschooler
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to decorate a bracelet to give to a friend. Children may
decorate several bracelets to share with one another as time
permits.
SAY • When you wear a bracelet, remember that God wants
us to be friends with one another. The Holy Spirit
changes how we think and live so we can love one
another like God has loved us. What are some ways
you can show love to someone in your Jesus family?

Compare new and old
Open a Bible to 2 Corinthians 5:17. Read the key passage
to preschoolers. Set out new objects and old but clean
objects. Potential items could be new socks and socks with
holes, new books and books with torn or worn pages, new
toys and toys with missing parts, new markers and dried out
markers, new crayons and broken crayons, and so forth.
SAY • Our key passage says God makes us new when we
put our trust in Jesus. He gives us the Holy Spirit
to change how we think and live so we can love one
another like God has loved us. Who changes us?
God changes us to be like Jesus.

• new objects
• old but clean
objects

Build a chain together
Display materials. Ask children to choose a task so they can
work together to build a paper chain. One child can cut
paper into strips, another can decorate, another can tear
tape, another can hold strips together, and finally a child
can affix tape. Hang the finished product in the classroom.
SAY • Paul said God made us to do different things, but
when we work together, we show we are all part of
one family in Jesus. God wants us to be friends
with one another.

Transition to review the story
The God Who Changes Us

• paper
• blunt-tipped
scissors
• tape

• countdown video
(optional)
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Review THE STORY
A Transformed Mind
BIBLE PASSAGE: Romans 12:1-18; 1 Corinthians 1:9; Philippians 1:3-7
MAIN POINT: God wants us to be friends with one another.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
SESSION TITLE:

Review
• Bible
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Giant Timeline or
Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “From the Inside
Out” song
• “A New Creation”
song

Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:
1. How did Paul talk to his friends in other cities? (He
wrote letters.)
2. Who helps us love one another? (the Holy Spirit)
3. What did Paul say about working together? (God
made every person to be special and different. God
made us to work together because we are one family in
Jesus.)
4. How does God want us to act with our Jesusfamily? (God wants us to be friends with each
other.)
5. Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
SAY • The people in the picture look happy to be with each
other. Maybe they are praying for Paul. If we follow
Jesus, we are part of God’s family. When we show
friendship and love to one another, it makes God
happy.
Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
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SAY

• God, thank You for changing us to be more like
Jesus. Even though You made all of us different,
You made us each different in our own special way.
Thank You for making us a part of Your family when
we trust in Jesus. Amen.

Missions story
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity,
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity,
talk about the important work missionaries do to help poor
people in large cities around the world. They need food,
clean water, and they also need to hear about Jesus. You may
also show the “Welcome to the Slums” video.
SAY • Living in the slums in Mumbai, India is very hard.
Let’s pray for those who live in the slums in Mumbai,
that God would give them what they need to live,
but more than that, that they would hear the gospel
and trust in Jesus to save them from sin. Let’s also
pray for Allison and students like her who help
people in the slums of Mumbai.

• “Welcome to the
Slums” video
• “Missions Prayer
Cards” printables,
1 per child

Sing a song
Sing and perform motions to the tune of “London Bridge”:
“*Clap a friend’s name with me,
name with me, name with me!
*Clap a friend’s name with me.
Let’s clap [child’s name].”
*Substitute stomp, snap, pat in subsequent rounds.
SAY • We are singing a friend’s name. Paul told his friends
that God wants us to be friends with each other.

The God Who Changes Us
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UNIT 33
Session 3

Use Week of:

The Fruit of the Spirit
Galatians 5:16-26
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit helps us be more like Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
BIBLE PASSAGE:

TEACH
THE STORY

EXPERIENCE
THE STORY

REVIEW
THE STORY

(1520 MINUTES)

(2530 MINUTES)

(10+ MINUTES)

PAGE 104

PAGE 106

PAGE 108

3

Leader BIBLE STUDY
When we trust in Jesus, we become children of God and
the gospel changes us. Our thinking changes so we can
understand what pleases God and know His will. But gospel
transformation doesn’t stop there. The gospel also changes
how we live each day.
In his letter to the Galatians, Paul described the fruit of
the flesh—what a person’s life looks like apart from Christ:
anger, jealousy, selfishness, impurity, strife, and similar
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things. Paul shared that people who live like this will not
enter God’s kingdom because this behavior reveals the
condition of the person’s heart. These behaviors are the fruit
of that person’s sinful heart.
Then Paul told the believers in the Galatian church
how to recognize that God is working in someone’s life.
He contrasted the fruit of the flesh with the fruit of the
Spirit—what a person’s life looks like in Christ: love, joy,
peace, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and selfcontrol. This is the fruit produced in a person whose heart
is changed by Christ.

Additional
resources for
each session
are available at
gospelproject.com.
For free training
and session-bysession help,
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/
web/thegospelproject.

As you share the fruit of the Spirit with your preschoolers
this week, be careful to help them see that this fruit is
produced by the Holy Spirit working in them. It is not
called the fruit of the Christian. Our response to the fruit
of the Spirit should not be to think of ways we can be
more loving, joyful, peaceful, or kind. That is mistakenly
believing the fruit is produced by us! When we trust in
Jesus, the Holy Spirit begins to change us.
Our response should be how we can allow the Holy Spirit
to change us to become a person who is more loving, joyful,
peaceful, and kind. People who are saved by Jesus become
more like Him, and the Holy Spirit gives them power to say
no to sin and to live in a way that pleases God. The fruit of
the Spirit reflects true gospel transformation.
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The BIBLE STORY
Bible
Storytelling
Tips

The Fruit of the Spirit
Galatians 5:16-26

• Tell the story
outside: Take
a walk outdoors,
weather permitting,
to sit under a tree.
Talk about different
types of fruit and
different types of
trees. Tell the Bible
story while outdoors.
Pretend to pick fruit
from a tree as boys
and girls walk to/
from class.
• Use a flannel
board: Cut out
a tree trunk with
branches from paper.
Use hook-and-loop
fasteners to attach
it to the board. Cut
out nine copies of a
simple fruit shape.
Label each with one
of the characteristics
of the fruit of the
Spirit. Begin to tell
the Bible story. As
you describe each
quality of the fruit
of the Spirit, attach
the appropriate fruit
cutout to the tree’s
branches.

Paul wrote a letter to the Christians in Galatia. Paul
said that God changes people who trust in Jesus. God
gives the Holy Spirit to people who believe in Jesus. The
Holy Spirit guides them and gives them power to be
more like Jesus. The Holy Spirit changes how we think
and act. He guides us to do what God wants.
Without Jesus, sin controls us. We do wrong things.
We fight and get into trouble. Sinners who have not trusted
in Jesus cannot be part of God’s kingdom. But when we
trust in Jesus, He frees us from the power of sin. Sin no
longer controls us. The Holy Spirit controls us. He lives in
us and gives us power to do what is right.
When the Holy Spirit is in control, people have love,
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control. When we show these
actions, God is pleased. These things are called the fruit
of the Spirit. We know someone loves God if he or she
shows the fruit of the Spirit. A healthy tree grows fruit,
and a healthy believer shows the fruit of the Spirit.
Living this way is not easy, but the Holy Spirit helps
us become more like Jesus every day. He gives us power
to say no to things that are wrong and live in a way that
pleases God.
The Holy Spirit helps us feel joy and peace even when
sad things happen. He gives us patience and helps us
treat others with kindness and gentleness. He helps us
control our thoughts, actions, and words. The more we
know God, the more the Holy Spirit changes us to be
like Jesus.
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Christ Connection: When we trust in Jesus, the Holy Spirit
starts to change us. Paul told believers how the Holy Spirit
helps. The Holy Spirit changes our hearts to help us love God
and want to obey Him.
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Teach THE STORY
The Fruit of the Spirit
BIBLE PASSAGE: Galatians 5:16-26
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit helps us be more like Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome and worship with song
• “Children of the
Kingdom” song
• “From the Inside
Out” song

Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive,
sing an action song such as “Children of the Kingdom” to
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship
by leading preschoolers in “From the Inside Out.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
• Bible
• electronic device
• “The Fruit of
the Spirit” video
(optional)
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or
Big Story Circle

• Bible
• tree leaf
• Key Passage Poster
• “A New Creation”
song
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Search an electronic device for images of fruit trees. Show
pictures of trees both with fruit and without fruit.
SAY • Have you ever picked good, sweet fruit right off a
tree? Delicious! All the trees in these pictures are fruit
trees, but some do not have fruit. Which kind of
tree would you rather have near your home? [Invite
children to respond.] When we trust in Jesus, God
gives us the Holy Spirit to help us. The more we act
like Jesus, the more we are like a healthy fruit tree
that grows tasty fruit.
Open your Bible to Galatians 5. Show the video or tell the
Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a tree leaf at 2 Corinthians 5:17. Invite a few
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volunteers to open your Bible to the key passage. Ask if
anyone would like to volunteer to say the key passage. Give
the tree leaf to the volunteer to hold as he says the key
passage. Help as need.
SAY • This key passage helps us understand that when we
trust in Jesus, God makes us new. Sin no longer
controls us; the Holy Spirit controls us. The Holy
Spirit changes us to be like Jesus.
Sing the key passage song “A New Creation” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY

• When the Holy Spirit helps us, God changes us to be
more like Jesus. Paul said that we are like a tree that
grows fruit, the fruit of the Holy Spirit. We are kind,
loving, and patient. Who changes us? God changes
us to be like Jesus when we follow Him.

• Big Picture Question
Poster

Respond through song and prayer
SAY

• When we trust in Jesus, the Holy Spirit helps us be
more like Jesus. Paul told believers how the Holy
Spirit helps. The Holy Spirit changes our hearts to
help us love God and want to obey Him.
Sing “From the Inside Out” and “God Gives Us Everything
We Need” as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for
prayer by singing “One.” Collect an offering.
SAY • God, help us let the Holy Spirit control us so we can
show other people love, kindness, and gentleness.
Thank You that Jesus lived His whole life showing
the fruit of the Spirit. Amen.

• Main Point Poster
• “From the Inside
Out” song
• “God Gives Us
Everything We
Need” song
• “One” song
• offering basket

Transition to experience the story

• countdown video
(optional)
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Experience THE STORY
The Fruit of the Spirit
BIBLE PASSAGE: Galatians 5:16-26
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit helps us be more like Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
SESSION TITLE:

Pass a ball to a friend
EP
LOW PR

• ball

Form a circle on the floor. Give a preschooler a ball. Help
him say the first word of the main point as he passes the
ball to the child beside him. Continue passing the ball and
saying the main point until everyone has said the main
point together as the ball moves around the circle.
SAY • The Holy Spirit helps us be more like Jesus. When
we trust in Jesus, the Holy Spirit starts to change us.
Paul told believers how the Holy Spirit helps. The
Holy Spirit changes our hearts to help us love God
and want to obey Him.

Stamp the fruit of the Spirit
• fruit-shaped or
round cookie cutters
• marker
• construction paper
• washable paint
• foam plates
• painting smocks
(optional)
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Write the characteristics of the fruit of the Spirit in random
order on paper. Show a preschooler how to dip a fruitshaped cookie cutter into paint and press it onto her paper
around the word. Talk about what it means to have each
characteristic of the fruit of the Spirit.
SAY • When we trust in Jesus, the Holy Spirit helps us
be more like Jesus. Other people can see that we
are growing to be more like Jesus by the way we
show love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
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Examine roots
Cover a table and the floor below with plastic tablecloths.
Remove several young plants from their containers and set
them on the table. Show preschoolers how to gently remove
the dirt to examine the roots.
SAY • A healthy plant has strong roots, and a healthy
believer shows the fruit of the Spirit. The Holy
Spirit helps us be more like Jesus by changing our
hearts to help us love God and want to obey Him.

• plastic tablecloths, 2
• young plants in
plastic containers or
peat pots
• magnifying glasses

Build a chute
Tape cardboard tubes to a wall or a vertical surface in
varying angles to create a series of chutes. Show a child how
to grasp a pom-pom or table tennis ball with tongs and
drop it into a chute. Watch it drop out the other side. Allow
children to reposition the chutes and play freely.
SAY • The chutes controlled where the ball rolled. Without
Jesus, sin controls us. The Holy Spirit helps us be
more like Jesus. We show love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and selfcontrol when the Holy Spirit is in control.

• cardboard tubes
• tape
• pom-poms or table
tennis balls
• tongs

Assemble a fruit of the Spirit banner
Cut triangle shapes from construction paper to make
banner flags. Give each preschooler one or more flags.
Encourage preschoolers to draw people showing the fruit
of the Spirit on their banner flags. Mention the different
characteristics of the fruit of the Spirit as children create.
Tape the flags along ribbon and hang the banner.
SAY • Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
God gives us the Holy Spirit to help us grow and
show the fruit of the Spirit.

Transition to review the story
The God Who Changes Us

• construction paper
• scissors
• crayons or markers
• stickers
• tape
• ribbon

• countdown video
(optional)
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Review THE STORY
The Fruit of the Spirit
BIBLE PASSAGE: Galatians 5:16-26
MAIN POINT: The Holy Spirit helps us be more like Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
SESSION TITLE:

Review
• Bible
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Giant Timeline or
Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “From the Inside
Out” song
• “A New Creation”
song

Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:
1. Who wrote the letter to the Galatians? (Paul)
2. After we trust in Jesus, who changes how we think
and act? (the Holy Spirit)
3. How can we tell if a person loves God? (if he or she
shows the fruit of the Spirit.)
4. How many characteristics of the fruit of the Spirit
can you recall? (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control)
5. Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
SAY • When we trust in Jesus, God gives us the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit helps us be more like Jesus. He
gives us power to say no to things that are wrong and
live in a way that pleases God. He helps us feel joy
and peace even when sad things happen. He gives us
patience and helps us treat others with kindness and
gentleness. He helps us control our thoughts, actions,
and words.
Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
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SAY

• Thank You, God, for giving us the Holy Spirit when
we trust in Jesus. Thank You for the help the Holy
Spirit gives us to be patient and good, faithful, and
kind. Help us let the Holy Spirit control us. Amen.

Missions story
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity,
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity,
talk about how the Holy Spirit helps believers in Jesus all
around the world show the fruit of the Spirit to those they
meet. You may also show the “School’s Out” video.
SAY • Did you know that because of a war in the country
of Syria, many people had to leave their homes and
live in tent villages? Some children go to school, but
others cannot. Pray for missionaries who help the
Syrian refugees. Pray that the people will have the
things they need, and that they will trust Jesus so
that God can change them to be more like Jesus.

• “School’s Out” video
• “Missions Prayer
Cards” printables,
1 per child

Wave streamers
Play music. Show children how to wave streamers to the
steady beat of the music. Commend a child’s kindness and
gentleness as you notice it. Help preschoolers understand
the different characteristics of the fruit of the Spirit.
SAY • Many of you showed patience while we waited for
the music to begin. Patience is one of the fruits of the
Spirit. God changes us to be patient and kind when
we trust in Jesus. Who changes us? God changes us
to be like Jesus.

The God Who Changes Us

• “From the Inside
Out” song (optional)
• “A New Creation”
song (optional)
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UNIT 33
Session 4

Use Week of:

The Armor of God
Ephesians 6:10-19
MAIN POINT: God makes us strong against evil.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
BIBLE PASSAGE:

TEACH
THE STORY

EXPERIENCE
THE STORY

REVIEW
THE STORY

(1520 MINUTES)

(2530 MINUTES)

(10+ MINUTES)

PAGE 114

PAGE 116

PAGE 118

4

Leader BIBLE STUDY
Paul knew that following Jesus is difficult. After Paul met
Jesus on the road to Damascus, his life was turned upside
down and he was never the same. Paul spent the rest of his
life struggling and suffering to advance the very gospel that
he had denied and fought against before his conversion.
Paul was in prison when he wrote his letter to the believers
at the church in Ephesus. Paul knew firsthand that the life
of a believer is a battle—an ongoing fight. But Paul didn’t
see life as a fight against the Romans, those who had thrown
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him in prison, or those who opposed the gospel. The battle
is against evil.
At the conclusion of his letter, Paul used a Roman soldier’s
armor as a picture of how we are to prepare ourselves to
fight the battle against evil. Believers are to carry God’s
truth, righteousness, and peace wherever we go. Likewise,
we are to hold fast to our faith, salvation, and the Word of
God. When we are fully protected by this armor of God, we
are ready for any battle.

Additional
resources for
each session
are available at
gospelproject.com.
For free training
and session-bysession help,
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/
web/thegospelproject.

In addition to wearing the armor of God, Paul called
on believers to pray at all times. Paul wanted to remind
believers that even with the armor of God, we still need to
rely on God to protect us and to win the fight against evil.

4

This week, show your preschoolers all that God has given
them to help them fight against evil. Emphasize that God
never intends for us to fight in our own power. We are to
rely on His power.
Be sure to also explain that while life can be difficult and we
are to be ready to fight against evil, we can have complete
confidence that we will be victorious because, by His death
and resurrection, Jesus has already won the war.

The God Who Changes Us
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The BIBLE STORY
Bible
Storytelling
Tips

The Armor of God
Ephesians 6:10-19

• Dress up in the
armor: Gather
materials to resemble
each piece of the
armor of God. Invite a
volunteer(s) to assist
you as you tell the
story. As you explain
each piece of the
armor of God, put
that piece of armor
on a child.
• Invite a guest:
Invite someone
who is small in
appearance but is
known as a giant of
the faith to tell this
week’s Bible story.

Paul was sitting in prison. Being a Christian was not
an easy life. Paul wrote a letter to the people in Ephesus
who believed in Jesus because he wanted them to be
strong.
Paul said that following Jesus is like fighting a battle:
good against evil. God gives people who believe in Jesus
everything they need to fight against evil.
“Put on the armor of God,” he said. “Be ready.”
Paul said, “Truth is like a belt.” We know what is true
because God tells us about Himself in His Word, the
Bible.
Paul also said, “Righteousness is like armor on your
chest.” God gives us righteousness when we trust in Jesus.
Then Paul said, “Be ready with the gospel—like sandals
on your feet.” We must always be ready to tell others the
good news about Jesus.
Paul said, “Take faith with you everywhere you go. Faith
is like a shield; it will protect you.” The Devil wants us to
doubt God or believe what is not true, but God gives us
faith to help us trust in Him.
Paul added, “Salvation is like your helmet, and God’s
Word is like your sword.” A helmet protects your head.
We should remember that God has saved us! And God’s
Word tells us what is true.
Finally Paul said, “Pray. Pray for God’s people, and
pray for me. Pray that God will help me when I tell
others about Jesus.
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Christ Connection: Jesus won the war against evil when He
died on the cross and rose from the dead. God gives us what we
need to be strong against evil. We fight against sin each day, but
we know Jesus already won for us.

Note: Define evil for preschoolers as anything that is against God.
Keep the preschoolers in your class in mind as you teach. Take
care not to scare children. Rather, teach them to turn to God
when they are scared. Emphasize that preschoolers have no need
to fear because God has provided protection from evil.

The God Who Changes Us
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Teach THE STORY
The Armor of God
BIBLE PASSAGE: Ephesians 6:10-19
MAIN POINT: God makes us strong against evil.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome and worship with song
• “Children of the
Kingdom” song
• “From the Inside
Out” song

Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive,
sing an action song such as “Children of the Kingdom” to
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship
by leading preschoolers in “From the Inside Out.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
• Bible
• “The Armor of God”
video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or
Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• dry erase board
• dry erase marker
• dry eraser
• “A New Creation”
song
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Mention different jobs that people might have. Ask
preschoolers to name supplies or equipment a person would
need to perform that job. Finally, mention a soldier.
SAY • Some people became angry with Paul. They arrested
him and put him in prison. While in jail, Paul wrote
a letter to the believers in Ephesus, and he told them
that following Jesus is like fighting a battle. A soldier
needs the right equipment. Followers of Jesus need
the right equipment too.
Open your Bible to Ephesians 6. Show the video or tell the
Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a Bible marker or ribbon at 2 Corinthians 5:17. Invite
a few volunteers to come up one at a time and open your
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Bible to the key passage. Write the key passage on a dry
erase board. Lead preschoolers to say the key passage as
you point to each word. Erase one word at a time until the
board is clean.
SAY • Our key passage from the New Testament helps us to
understand that when we decide to follow Jesus, God
no longer holds our sin against us. It is like a clean
marker board. God makes us new.
Sing the key passage song “A New Creation” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY

• God helps us be more like Jesus in many ways. He
gives us the Holy Spirit to help. We have God’s
words in the Bible. When we trust Jesus, who
changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.

• Big Picture Question
Poster

Respond through song and prayer
SAY

• God makes us strong against evil. Jesus won the
war against sin when He died on the cross and rose
from the dead. God gives us what we need to be
strong. We fight against sin each day, but we know
Jesus already won for us.
Sing “From the Inside Out” and “Trust in Jesus” as
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by
singing “One.” You may also collect an offering.
SAY • Thank You, God, for giving us what we need to be
strong against the things that make You unhappy.
Thank You that the Bible helps us understand the
things You want us to know. Amen.

• Main Point Poster
• “From the Inside
Out” song
• “Trust in Jesus” song
• “One” song
• offering basket

Transition to experience the story

• countdown video
(optional)
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Experience THE STORY
The Armor of God
BIBLE PASSAGE: Ephesians 6:10-19
MAIN POINT: God makes us strong against evil.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
SESSION TITLE:

Practice “being ready”
EP
LOW PR

Explain to preschoolers that you will give each of them a
task to complete. They must be ready but may not go until
you give the command. Say a child’s name before you give
her a command. Suggested commands include asking a
child to retrieve a certain color item found in the room,
perform an exercise, give someone a high-five, put away a
toy, and so forth. Try to convey a sense of anticipation as
you give commands.
SAY • Paul told believers to be ready. Following Jesus can
be hard, but we do not follow Jesus in our own
strength. God gives us everything we need to be
strong. God makes us strong against evil.

Type the main point
• old typewriters
• computer keyboards
• electronic devices
• sentence strips
• markers
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Provide old typewriters, computer keyboards, or electronic
devices. Print the main point onto sentence strips. Help
preschoolers identify letters and tap the keys. Say the main
point often as children enjoy exploring words and letters.
SAY • The Bible tells us that God makes us strong against
evil. Jesus won the war against sin when He died on
the cross and rose from the dead. We fight against sin
each day, but we know Jesus already won for us.
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Hopscotch the big picture answer
Write each word of the big picture answer onto a sheet of
paper. Tape the words in a hopscotch pattern. Ask the big
picture question to a child. Show how to move through the
squares, saying each word of the answer as the child hops.
SAY • Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
We fight against sin each day, but we know Jesus
already won for us. Nothing can stop the Holy
Spirit’s work of making us like Jesus.

• paper
• tape
• marker

Play a matching game
Print and cut apart the “Hide-a-Card Matching Game”
discs. Place the discs faceup on a flat surface and cover the
images with cups. Invite a child to lift two cups to reveal the
pictures beneath. If she finds a match, she keeps the cards.
Continue until all matches have been uncovered.
SAY • The armor of God tells us what God has given us to
stand strong. God makes us strong against evil.
Jesus won the war against sin when He died on the
cross and rose from the dead. We fight against sin
each day, but we know Jesus already won for us.

Create a soldier’s uniform
Show the Bible story picture. Talk about the different parts
of the armor of God. A child may choose to construct a
breastplate, decorate a belt, create a shield, or design shoes.
Talk about the purpose of each piece, and give preschoolers
freedom to create.
SAY • God makes us strong against evil. Jesus won the war
against sin when He died on the cross and rose from
the dead.

Transition to review the story
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• “Hide-a-Card
Matching Game”
printable
• cups, 12

• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• paper
• blunt-tipped
scissors
• crayons
• stickers

• countdown video
(optional)
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Review THE STORY
The Armor of God
BIBLE PASSAGE: Ephesians 6:10-19
MAIN POINT: God makes us strong against evil.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
SESSION TITLE:

Review
• Bible
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Giant Timeline or
Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “From the Inside
Out” song
• “A New Creation”
song
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Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:
1. Where was Paul when he wrote to the believers in
Ephesus? (in prison or jail)
2. What did Paul say living for Jesus is like? (a battle)
3. What does a soldier wear to keep him safe in battle?
(armor)
4. Tell me some of the different parts of the Armor of
God. (belt of truth, breastplate of righteousness, gospel
shoes, shield of faith, helmet of salvation, sword of the
Spirit)
5. What did Paul ask the believers at Ephesus to pray
for him? (that God would help him when he told
others about Jesus)
6. Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
SAY • We know that Jesus won the war against sin when
He died on the cross and rose from the dead. God
makes us strong against evil. Even though we fight
against sin every day, we know that Jesus has already
won for us.
Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.
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Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
Remind children that Paul asked his friends in Ephesus to
pray for him, and we can talk to God also.
SAY • Thank You, God, for giving us the things we need to
protect us from sin. Thank You that Jesus died on the
cross and rose again. Thank You for changing us to
be more like Jesus. Amen.

Missions story
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity,
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity,
talk about the armor of God, specifically the shoes
representing being ready to share the good news of Jesus.
You may also show the “Children Take the Lead” video.
SAY • Missionaries are always ready to tell people about
Jesus. The playing cards with pictures on them are
a great way to teach the true stories from the Bible!
Missionaries help people turn from their sin to
follow Jesus, and God changes them. Who changes
us? God changes us to be like Jesus.

• “Children Take the
Lead” video
• “Missions Prayer
Cards” printables,
1 per child

Look in the Bible
Display Bibles, magnifying glasses, and writing materials.
Mark Bibles at 2 Corinthians 5. Print a few important
words from the key passage and assist a child as she finds
the word in the Bible. You may also use Bible storybooks
with pictures for preschoolers who are not ready to read or
find words.

The God Who Changes Us

• Bible or Bible
storybooks
• magnifying glasses
• index cards
• markers
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UNIT 33
Session 5

Use Week of:

A Cheerful Giver
2 Corinthians 8:1-15; 9:6-15
MAIN POINT: God wants us to give to others.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
BIBLE PASSAGE:

TEACH
THE STORY

EXPERIENCE
THE STORY

REVIEW
THE STORY

(1520 MINUTES)

(2530 MINUTES)

(10+ MINUTES)

PAGE 124

PAGE 126

PAGE 128

Leader BIBLE STUDY

5

Paul had written a letter (1 Corinthians) addressing several
sins that were being tolerated in the church at Corinth. The
letter had been a risk. The Corinthians may have rejected
Paul, but they did not.
Paul wrote 2 Corinthians to celebrate what God had done
in the church and to call on them for help. The church
in Jerusalem was in desperate need of help, so Paul was
collecting money from the other churches on their behalf.
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Paul encouraged the Corinthians to be generous. He told
them about the churches in Macedonia. Macedonia was an
area north of Corinth. The Christians there were suffering,
and they did not have a lot of wealth. Nevertheless, they
had joy and gave as much as they could to help others.
Paul encouraged the believers at Corinth to give too. Giving
is one way we can show we love God. God is generous to
us, so we can be generous to others. Jesus was rich; He
had glory and honor in heaven. But He gave that up and
became poor by coming to earth to help sinners.

Additional
resources for
each session
are available at
gospelproject.com.
For free training
and session-bysession help,
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/
web/thegospelproject.

Jesus did this so that we, who had nothing, could become
rich. Now we have salvation and eternal life in Jesus. As a
result, Paul wanted the Corinthians to give generously and
joyfully, out of gratitude for what God has done.
Your preschoolers may feel like the churches in Macedonia
who had little to give, but encourage them the same way
Paul encouraged the church in Corinth. It is not the
amount that we give that glorifies God—it is our level of
generosity and joy when we give.

5

Caution preschoolers not to give out of duty but out of
gratitude. God loves a cheerful giver. Help preschoolers find
ways they can give—whether time or money or talents—to
advance the work of the gospel in your city, your nation,
and the world.
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The BIBLE STORY
Bible
Storytelling
Tips

A Cheerful Giver
2 Corinthians 8:1-15; 9:6-15

• Listen for a
word: Instruct
children to listen for
every time you say a
variation of the word
give. When they hear
it, they should extend
both hands as if
giving a present.
• Draw it: On a large
tear sheet, sketch
pictures of a few key
words in the story
(Paul, friend, church,
money, happy, or
cheerful). Encourage
preschoolers to guess
what each drawing
represents. Begin
to tell the Bible
story, but when you
encounter one of the
words represented by
a drawing, pause and
point to it to allow
children to say the
word.

Paul was collecting money for the believers in
Jerusalem because they needed help. He wrote a letter
to the people at the church in Corinth who believed in
Jesus. They were his friends, and he wanted to tell them
about something amazing God did.
Paul wrote about Christians in other churches who
were poor. Even though they did not have a lot of money,
God gave them joy. And the believers gave as much as
they could to help others.
Paul encouraged the believers in Corinth to give
too. Giving is one way we can show we love God. God
is happy to give us what we need, and we can happily
give others what they need. Jesus gave up everything He
had in heaven and came to earth to rescue sinners. We had
nothing, but because of Jesus, we now have salvation and
life forever with God.
The believers in Corinth were not poor like the
Christians in the other churches. They had more than
enough! Paul said, “Give to people who do not have
enough. Then everyone will have what they need.”
Paul said that God loves a cheerful giver. When we
give to the church, the church uses what we give to help
people in need. Then those people will thank God.
Paul said, “Giving cheerfully shows that you believe
the good news about Jesus. Let’s thank God for the most
wonderful gift of all—His Son, Jesus!”
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Christ Connection: God has provided everything we
need. He gave us the greatest gift—His own Son. Jesus gave
everything He had—even His very own life—to save us from
sin. Because of Jesus, we can be kind and giving to others.

The God Who Changes Us
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Teach THE STORY
A Cheerful Giver
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 8:1-15; 9:6-15
MAIN POINT: God wants us to give to others.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome and worship with song
• “Children of the
Kingdom” song
• “From the Inside
Out” song

Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive,
sing an action song such as “Children of the Kingdom” to
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship
by leading preschoolers in “From the Inside Out.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
• Bible
• sticky notes
• pen or marker
• “A Cheerful Giver”
video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or
Big Story Circle
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Ask preschoolers to name things they feel they need. Record
responses on sticky notes and attach to a focal wall. Discuss
the difference between wants and needs. Gently point out
if some of the things they thought were needs are actually
wants. Revisit the notes on the wall. Separate the wants
from the needs.
SAY • Some of us already have the things we need. We have
a home and a family; we have food to eat and clothes
to wear. In today’s Bible story, Paul wrote about
Christians in different churches. Some were poor and
had many needs, and others had more than enough.
Listen to hear how we should help each other.
Open your Bible to 2 Corinthians 8. Show the video or tell
the Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use
the bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.
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Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a Bible marker or ribbon at 2 Corinthians 5:17. Invite
a few volunteers to come up one at a time and open your
Bible to the key passage. Guide boys and girls to say the
words old and new as you read the verse.
SAY • When we follow Jesus, we have the greatest gift of all.
He makes us a new creation!
Sing the key passage song “A New Creation” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
Pass a nonbreakable mirror around the group. Allow
boys and girls to look at themselves and study their facial
features.
SAY • When you look at your face in a mirror, it probably
doesn’t look like Jesus’ face, but we know that if we
trust in Him, we are changed. Who changes us? God
changes us to be like Jesus, and we begin to think
and act more like Him.

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Bible marker or
ribbon
• “A New Creation”
song

• Big Picture Question
Poster
• nonbreakable hand
mirror

Respond through song and prayer
SAY

• God wants us to give to others. God has provided
everything we need. He gave us the greatest gift—
His own Son. Jesus gave everything He had—even
His very own life—to save us from sin. Because of
Jesus, we can be kind and giving to others.
Sing “From the Inside Out” and “God Gives Us Everything
We Need” as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for
prayer by singing “One.” Collect an offering.
SAY • God, we are so thankful for the gift of Jesus. Help us
show You how thankful we are by sharing what we
have with other people. Amen.

• Main Point Poster
• “From the Inside
Out” song
• “God Gives Us
Everything We
Need” song
• “One” song
• offering basket

Transition to experience the story

• countdown video
(optional)
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Experience THE STORY
A Cheerful Giver
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 8:1-15; 9:6-15
MAIN POINT: God wants us to give to others.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
SESSION TITLE:

Create a cheerful mask
EP
LOW PR

• paper plates
• markers

Talk about what the word cheerful means. Lead preschoolers
to decorate a cheerful face on the paper plate. Retell the
story inviting boys and girls to hold their mask in front of
their faces when Paul mentions giving cheerfully.
SAY • God wants us to give to others cheerfully. God has
provided everything we need. He gave us the greatest
gift—His own Son. Jesus gave everything He had—
even His very own life—to save us from sin. Because
of Jesus, we can be kind and giving to others.

Play out a meal
• kitchen toys
• toy food

• green paper
• blunt-tipped
scissors
• offering envelopes
• collection plate or
basket

126

Set out kitchen toys and toy food. Invite preschoolers to
play out preparing meals to share with each other. Say the
main point and commend children’s kindness in sharing.
SAY • God gave us the greatest gift when He sent Jesus, and
God wants us to give to others too. The people in
the churches in today’s Bible story used what they
had to help other people.

Give an offering
Assist preschoolers as they decorate and cut out play money.
Suggest boys and girls use offering envelopes and pass a
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collection plate or basket to take up an offering.
SAY • God wants us to give to others so that their needs
can be met and we can show them God’s kindness.
God gave us what we needed most when He sent
Jesus. Jesus gave everything He had—even His very
own life—to save us from sin. Because of Jesus, we
can be kind and giving to others.

Stamp letters on paper
Display index cards with words from the main point. Show
a child how to select a letter stamp and touch it to the
stamp pad. Press the stamp on the paper. Continue until a
word is created. Say the main point as preschoolers work.
SAY • Paul wrote a letter to the believers in Corinth. Paul
wrote that some churches were poor. Others had
more than enough. He wanted the churches to
happily give what they had to help people in need.
Paul explained that God wants us to give to others.

• index cards
• marker
• washable ink pad
• letter stamps
• wet wipes

Assemble blessing bags
Before the session, gather items to put in blessing bags.
Consider contacting preschool families before the session to
ask for donations. Show the Bible story picture. Encourage
preschoolers to draw a picture to give to someone in need.
Include each child’s drawing in a separate blessing bag.
Instruct families to keep the bag in their family vehicle, and
give it to someone they encounter who may need it.
SAY • Paul told about Christians who didn’t have very
much, but they still had joy. They all gave what
they could to help others. God wants us to give to
others. You can help someone who is in need by
giving this bag to him or her.

Transition to review the story
The God Who Changes Us

• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• paper
• crayons
• travel-size toiletry
items
• water bottles
• gallon-size ziplock
bags

• countdown video
(optional)
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Review THE STORY
A Cheerful Giver
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 8:1-15; 9:6-15
MAIN POINT: God wants us to give to others.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
SESSION TITLE:

Review
• Bible
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Giant Timeline or
Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “From the Inside
Out” song
• “A New Creation”
song

Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:
1. Why was Paul collecting money for the believers in
Jerusalem? (They needed help.)
2. Paul wrote a letter to the church in Corinth. What
did Paul want them to know? (God wants us to
give to others.)
3. How does God want us to feel about giving to help
others? (God wants us to give cheerfully.)
4. When we give happily, we show we are being
changed. Who changes us? God changes us to be
like Jesus.
SAY • As we become more like Jesus, God makes us happy
to help others. God gave us everything when He
gave us Jesus, His Son. Jesus gave us everything when
He died for us and rose again to save us from sin. It
is because of Jesus that we can be kind and give to
others.
Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
Invite a child to pray aloud, and then close the prayer.
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SAY

• God, thank You for teaching us how to give
cheerfully to others. Thank You for giving us Jesus,
Your Son, the best gift of all. Amen.

Missions story
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity,
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity,
talk about how missionaries teach new believers in Jesus
how to talk to God in prayer. You may also show the
“Prayer Acts” video. Ask boys and girls to think of things to
pray about using the ACTS method described in the video.
SAY • When we pray, we are simply talking to God. We
can tell Him how much we love Him. We can ask
Him to forgive us when we do wrong things. We can
thank Him for the things He gives us. We can ask
Him to help other people. Let’s talk to God now.

• “Prayer Acts” video
• “Missions Prayer
Cards” printables,
1 per child

Toss and tell
Gather preschoolers in a circle. Toss a soft ball to a friend
and invite her to answer a question that recaps the events
of the day. Ask questions like: “How can you help a friend?
Can you show me a cheerful face? What is one thing you
remember from today’s story? How did the church friends
help each other? Who changes us?”
SAY • God wants us to know that He is happy when we
give to others. Paul wrote what God wanted the
people to know, and we can read it in the Bible. God
is pleased when we give cheerfully because that is one
way we can be more like Jesus.

The God Who Changes Us

• soft ball
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UNIT 33
Session 6

Use Week of:

Heroes of Faith
Hebrews 11:1–12:2
MAIN POINT: The Bible tells us about people who lived by faith.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
BIBLE PASSAGE:

TEACH
THE STORY

EXPERIENCE
THE STORY

REVIEW
THE STORY

(1520 MINUTES)

(2530 MINUTES)

(10+ MINUTES)

PAGE 134

PAGE 136

PAGE 138

Leader BIBLE STUDY
It is common to think of faith as something that is just
within us—trust and confidence in God. While that is
surely part of it, faith doesn’t stop there. Faith starts inside
of us and always leads to action.

6

The writer of the Book of Hebrews wanted to explain the
fullness of faith to the early Jewish Christians. One of the
best ways he could do this was to walk through examples of
how men and women in the Old Testament had proven to
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be faithful. The result is Hebrews 11, often known as the
Hall of Faith.
Abel had faith when he gave an offering to God, and God
accepted his offering. Noah had faith. He believed God
when God told him to build an ark to rescue his family.
Abraham had faith when God called him to leave his home.
Abraham’s wife Sarah had faith when she trusted God
to give her a family even though she was too old to have
children. Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, and Moses had faith too.
Rahab had faith when she hid the Israelite spies in Jericho.

Additional
resources for
each session
are available at
gospelproject.com.
For free training
and session-bysession help,
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/
web/thegospelproject.

All of these people trusted God, and so did many others.
Having faith was not easy. Many suffered, and they died
before God’s greatest promise—the arrival of Jesus—came
true, but they believed that God had a wonderful plan. God
was pleased with them because they trusted Him.
This week, share the examples of these heroes of faith to
help your preschoolers understand faith in action. We can
and should learn from these examples; that is why God gave
them to us in Hebrews 11. However, emphasize that every
person in this list was a sinner in need of salvation. Each of
these heroes needed a greater hero. Point your preschoolers
to the perfect hero who rescues us from sin: Jesus.

The God Who Changes Us
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The BIBLE STORY
Bible
Storytelling
Tips

Heroes of Faith
Hebrews 11:1–12:2

• Use finger
puppets: Create
simple Bible times
finger puppets
representing the
heroes of faith the
author discussed
in Hebrews 11.
Give each person
to a preschooler to
hold up when you
mention him or her
in the story.
• Dress up: Invite
boys and girls to
use oversize adult
shirts, rope belts, and
accessories to dress
like a favorite Bible
times person. Tell
the Bible story and
ask a child to stand
to represent the
writer of the Book of
Hebrews and each
of the people in the
story. Recall parts of
the Old Testament
stories and allow
preschoolers to act
out a portion of that
story.

People who love Jesus live by faith. Faith is when you
believe something that you have not seen. Faith is trusting
God. By faith, we believe that God is who He says He is
and that He will do everything He said He will do. It is
impossible to please God without having faith.
Many people in the Bible had faith, and this pleased
God. Abel had faith. He made an offering to God, and
God accepted it. Noah had faith too. He believed God
when God told him to build an ark and rescue his family.
God was pleased with Noah.
Abraham had faith when God told him to leave his
home. God made promises to Abraham, and Abraham
believed that God was going to keep His promises.
Abraham’s wife Sarah had faith. She trusted God to
give her a family even though she was too old to have
children. God gave Abraham and Sarah a big family.
Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, and Moses had faith. Rahab had
faith when she hid the Israelite spies in Jericho. King
David had faith too. All of these people trusted God,
and so did many others. Having faith was not easy. Many
suffered, and they all died before God’s greatest promise—
the arrival of Jesus—came true, but they believed that God
had a wonderful plan. God was pleased with them because
they trusted Him.
We too know that God has a great plan. He kept His
promise to send His own Son to save people from sin.
Jesus gives us faith. We can look to Him because He
makes all of God’s promises come true.
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Christ Connection: The Bible tells us about people who had
faith, but Jesus is the only true hero of the Bible. He trusted in
God’s plan even though it meant dying on the cross. Because of
Jesus, all of God’s promises will come true. One day Jesus will
come back, just like God promised.

The God Who Changes Us
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Teach THE STORY
Heroes of Faith
BIBLE PASSAGE: Hebrews 11:1–12:2
MAIN POINT: The Bible tells us about people who lived by faith.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome and worship with song
• “Children of the
Kingdom” song
• “From the Inside
Out” song

Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive,
sing an action song such as “Children of the Kingdom” to
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship
by leading preschoolers in “From the Inside Out.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
• Bible
• bookmark
• “Heroes of Faith”
video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or
Big Story Circle

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• Bible marker
• “A New Creation”
song
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Show a Bible with a bookmark between the Old and New
Testaments. Explain that the Old Testament tells about
everything that happened before Jesus came to live on
the earth. Recall the names of some people from the Old
Testament.
SAY • Today’s Bible story is from the New Testament Book
of Hebrews, but it tells about many people who were
alive during Old Testament times who had faith in
God. Listen to hear the names of people from the
Old Testament in today’s story.
Open your Bible to Hebrews 11. Show the video or tell the
Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place a Bible marker at 2 Corinthians 5:17. Invite a few
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volunteers to come up one at a time and open your Bible to
the key passage. Point out that the key passage is found in
the New Testament. Invite any child who wishes to say the
key passage from memory to do so. Help as needed.
SAY • The writer of Hebrews wanted us to know about
people who lived many years earlier. These people
were changed by God, and they showed how much
they trusted Him.
Sing the key passage song “A New Creation” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY

• God was pleased with the Old Testament heroes
because they had faith and trusted Him. We have
faith to believe in Jesus, and faith comes from God.
God gives us faith so we can trust God to keep His
promises. Who changes us? God changes us to be
like Jesus.

• Big Picture Question
Poster

Respond through song and prayer
• The Bible tells us about people who lived by
faith, but Jesus is the only true hero of the Bible. He
trusted in God’s plan even though it meant dying on
the cross. Because of Jesus, all of God’s promises will
come true. One day Jesus will come back, just like
God promised.
Sing “From the Inside Out” and “Trust in Jesus” as
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by
singing “One.” You may also collect an offering.
SAY • God, thank You that we can hear about other people
who showed faith in You. Help us believe and have
faith in You. I pray that You are pleased as we learn
to trust in You. Amen.
SAY

Transition to experience the story
The God Who Changes Us

• Main Point Poster
• “From the Inside
Out” song
• “Trust in Jesus” song
• “One” song
• offering basket

• countdown video
(optional)
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Experience THE STORY
Heroes of Faith
BIBLE PASSAGE: Hebrews 11:1–12:2
MAIN POINT: The Bible tells us about people who lived by faith.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
SESSION TITLE:

Build a wall
EP
LOW PR

• blocks

• baby dolls
• blankets
• toy bottles
(optional)
• toy strollers
(optional)
• baby clothes
(optional)
• baby doll diapers
(optional)
• baby doll beds
(optional)
• board books
(optional)
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Invite preschoolers to build a wall out of blocks and gently
knock down the walls. Recall the story of Rahab’s faith that
God would keep her family safe when God caused the walls
of Jericho to fall.
SAY • The Bible tells us about people who lived by faith,
but Jesus is the only true hero of the Bible. He
trusted in God’s plan even though it meant dying on
the cross. Because of Jesus, all of God’s promises will
come true. One day Jesus will come back, just like
God promised.

Care for babies
Set out baby dolls and baby doll accessories. Invite
preschoolers to play out caring for babies. Recall the story
of Abraham and Sarah as preschoolers play.
SAY • The Bible tells us about people who lived by faith.
Abraham’s wife Sarah had faith. She trusted God
to give her a family even though she was too old to
have children. God gave Abraham and Sarah a big
family. Jesus was part of their family! Jesus is the only
true hero of the Bible. He trusted in God’s plan even
though it meant dying on the cross. One day Jesus
will come back, just like God promised.
Preschool Worship Guide
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Paint with water
Take preschoolers outdoors, weather permitting. Provide
buckets of water and paintbrushes. Encourage boys and girls
to paint the sidewalks and sides of buildings with water.
Recall the story of Noah as a child paints.
SAY • Noah had faith. He believed God when God told
him to build an ark to rescue his family. The Bible
tells us about people who lived by faith like Noah,
but Jesus is the true hero of the Bible.

• water
• buckets
• paintbrushes

Practice with scissors
Provide blunt-tipped and decorative-edged scissors. Display
scraps of paper and red ribbon or yarn. Encourage a
preschooler to practice cutting the red ribbon. Commend
their efforts as they cut wavy edges in the paper. Recall the
story of Rahab hiding the Israelite spies as preschoolers play.
SAY • Rahab trusted God and hid the Israelite spies. She
hung a red cord from her window as a signal. The
Bible tells us about people who lived by faith like
Rahab, but Jesus is the true hero of the Bible.

Make a picture book
Fold a sheet of construction paper in half. Fold two sheets
of copy paper in half, and nest them inside the construction
paper. Staple the binding to create a book. Invite boys and
girls to recall stories from the Bible to draw in their books.
SAY • How wonderful to know that the Bible is full of true
stories about real people who trusted God! The Bible
tells us about people who lived by faith. Like the
people in the Bible, we too know that God has a
great plan. Jesus gives us faith. We can look to Him
because He makes all of God’s promises come true.

Transition to review the story
The God Who Changes Us

• blunt-tipped
scissors
• decorative edge
scissors (optional)
• red construction
paper
• red ribbon

• construction paper
• copy paper
• markers
• stapler
• staples
Tip: Set out
past Bible Story
Picture Posters for
preschoolers to
reference.

• countdown video
(optional)
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Review THE STORY
Heroes of Faith
BIBLE PASSAGE: Hebrews 11:1–12:2
MAIN POINT: The Bible tells us about people who lived by faith.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Corinthians 5:17
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
SESSION TITLE:

Review
• Bible
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Giant Timeline or
Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “From the Inside
Out” song
• “A New Creation”
song

Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:
1. What is it called when someone believes something
without seeing it? (faith)
2. In today’s story we learned about people who lived
before Jesus was born, but they had faith in God.
Would we read about these people’s lives in the
Old Testament or the New Testament? (the Old
Testament)
3. Who were some people in the Bible who showed
they had faith in God? (Abel, Noah, Abraham,
Sarah, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Rahab, David)
4. Who changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.
SAY • The Bible tells us about people who lived by
faith, but Jesus is the only true hero of the Bible.
Jesus trusted God’s plan even though it meant He
would die on the cross. Because of Jesus, all of God’s
promises will come true, and one day Jesus will come
back, just like God promised.
Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
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Ask for a volunteer to begin the prayer.
SAY • God, Jesus is the very best gift You could have ever
given to us. Thank You for sending Him, the only
true hero of the Bible, to rescue us from sin. Thank
You for giving us the Holy Spirit to change us to be
more like Jesus. Amen.

Missions story
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity,
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity,
talk about how missionaries share the stories from the Bible
as they tell people the good news about Jesus. You may also
show the “Stibuno” video.
SAY • [Point to the giant timeline or big story circle.] Because
an artist drew these pictures, we can think about
these Bible stories. There are missionaries around
the world who draw comic books so they can tell the
story of our true hero, Jesus. What a creative way to
learn a story from the Bible!

• “Stibuno” video
• Giant Timeline or
Big Story Circle
• “Missions Prayer
Cards” printables,
1 per child

Toss and recall
Insert the unit 33 Bible story pictures into the pockets of
the giant inflatable game cube. If you do not have a giant
inflatable game cube, tape the pictures to the side of a
lightweight box. Toss the cube and discuss the Bible story
from the picture that faces up.
SAY • The Bible tells us about people who lived by faith.
When we understand more about the Bible, we learn
more about how God wants to change us. Who
changes us? God changes us to be like Jesus.

The God Who Changes Us

• Unit 33 Bible Story
Pictures
• giant inflatable
game cube or
medium-size,
lightweight box
• tape (optional)
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10 Questions KidMin
Volunteers Should Ask
Themselves
NOT TOO LONG AGO, ONE OF OUR NEIGHBORS GAVE MY WIFE A BOOK
PUBLISHED IN 1959 BY WHAT IS NOW KNOWN AS LIFEWAY CHRISTIAN
RESOURCES. THE BOOK IS IMPROVING NURSERY DEPARTMENTS BY POLLY
HARGIS DILLARD. I THOUGHT WRITING A THREE-PART “LESSONS FROM
1959” SERIES FROM THE BOOK MIGHT BE FUN.

However, I must first
address the proverbial
“elephant in the room.”
When I first started
in kids ministry, I was
taught we didn’t use the
word nursery. A nursery
was where plants were
grown. A few years in,
one of my mentors—a
well-known preschool
ministry leader—wisely told me
that what we call the area at church
where preschoolers are cared for
is not as important as what we do
in that area. The remainder of this
article focuses on what we do—not
only in the preschool area at church,
but in the elementary ministry as
well.
In her book, Dillard presents a
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checklist of 17 questions preschool
teachers should ask themselves in
order to evaluate their potential
areas of growth.
I have chosen to condense that
list to the following questions and
pose them to both preschool and
elementary volunteers at church:
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Do

I really like children? Am
I a friend to children?
Do

I see the world as a child
sees it? Do I use words which
the children understand?
Do

I let the children do as
much as they are able to do
for themselves? Am I eager to
grow and learn more about
children’s interests,
development, and guidance?
Do

I treat children with as
much consideration and
respect as I do adults? Do I
see and understand each
child as a growing person?
Do

I laugh with the children
and not at them?
Do

I appreciate and work
well with parents? Do I work
well with fellow workers?

Do

I study the Bible daily?
Do I try to live daily the
principles which I find in the
Bible?
Do

I recognize that behind
behavior there is a reason,
and do I try to find the
reason?
Am

I sensitive to the needs
of the children and to what
they are feeling and
thinking?
How did you do? In what areas
do you need to grow the most? The
purpose of this list is to encourage
leaders and to remember these
words from Polly Dillard: “Effective
workers are always growing
workers.” So keep loving, keep
learning, keep growing, and keep
teaching.

Do

I give of myself in time,
love, and service? Do I
thoroughly prepare for each
session?
Landry Holmes is the Manager of LifeWay Kids Ministry Publishing, Nashville, Tennessee. A
graduate of Howard Payne University and Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Landry
served on church staffs before coming to LifeWay. He is a church leader, writer, workshop facilitator,
and publisher. Landry also teaches children at his church in Middle Tennessee. He and his wife
Janetta are the parents of two adult sons and two daughters-in-law. They were recently blessed with
their first grandchildren.
The God Who Changes Us
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Connecting with Guests
BEING NEW TO A CHURCH CAN BE DIFFICULT. THINK OF WHAT IT WAS LIKE
ON YOUR FIRST DAY IN YOUR CHURCH. DID YOU KNOW ANYONE? DID YOU
FEEL WELCOMED? DID YOU FEEL THAT PEOPLE GENUINELY CARED THAT
YOU WERE AT CHURCH?

For most of us who have served on
church staff, it’s hard to remember
and understand the perspective
of being new to a church and not
knowing anyone. Through my
recent experience of finding a
new church home in a new city,
I discovered it’s easy to quickly
forget the perspective of being a
new person in a new setting. This
reminded me of the necessary
empathy for our church guests.
I’ve found if we aren’t intentionally
and purposefully finding ways
to connect with guests and new
members, more than likely it’s an
area that needs improvement. Here
are four actions to help you connect
with guests:
Wear name tags. I
understand you may know
everyone in your group, but to the
guest who meets several people
quickly, it’s hard to remember all the
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names. Then, it can get
embarrassing to ask the name.
When everyone is wearing name
tags, it limits the awkwardness of
asking someone’s name you’ve met
before. Name tags can also convey
safety and security. They easily
identify approved teachers in your
kids’ ministry. It helps communicate
to parents who the teacher is and
let’s them know they have been
screened and approved to teach their
children.
Ask genuine questions. Ask
questions to get to know
them and to learn about their story.
As a reminder, please don’t make the
other person feel as though he or she
is being interviewed. You are
genuinely wanting to learn about
the person and trying to find a point
of connection with him or her. You
may know something about the area
where the guest lived previously.
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Maybe you have a mutual friend or
the same hobbies. You can even ask
how you can pray for his or her
family.
Intentionally connect with
new members. During the
week, send a quick text or make a
quick phone call to say hi. Plan to
meet for coffee or invite
the family over for play.
Families in our kids’
ministries want to
connect with other
families and build
relationships, but often
they don’t know how or
don’t feel comfortable
doing this. Help foster
these relationships by
identifying families in your church
who have a heart for connecting
with new families. Encourage them
to build connections!
Follow-up with a family
who has recently joined
your church. Ask them to be honest
with you and their family’s
experience. What helped them get

connected? What could your church
do better to make it easier to get
connected? Make sure to give them
the freedom and comfort to share
honestly with you. Thank them for
their honesty. Then, ask them to
help you make the changes needed
to help new families feel connected.

What other ideas would you
add the help connect with guests
and new members? Make an effort
today to help ease the transition for
families to your church and helping
them feel connected.

Delanee Williams serves as a Ministry Specialist with LifeWay Kids. She is a graduate of Baylor
University and Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. Delanee has served in kids ministry for
over twenty years and is passionate about developing, equipping and encouraging leaders.
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Notes:
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