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Stories and Signs

While preschoolers might not be ready to respond to the gospel, use 
this guide to help little minds begin to grasp big truths about Jesus 
and the kingdom of God.

GOD IS KING.
Ask: “Who is in charge at home? Who is in charge over 
the whole world?” Explain that God made everything! 
He is King over everything, and He is in charge.

WE SINNED.
Ask: “Have you ever done something wrong?” Tell 
preschoolers that everyone sins, or disobeys God. Our 
sin makes God sad.

GOD SENT JESUS.
Explain that God must punish sin. He loves us and He 
sent His Son, Jesus, to earth. Jesus came to take away 
the punishment for sin.

JESUS LOVES.
Ask: “Do you like presents?” Explain that Jesus gives us 
the best present. He never did anything wrong, but He 
was punished in our place. Jesus wants to take away our 
sin because He loves us.

Pray that God will save your preschoolers. As you faithfully teach 
the Bible, you are planting gospel seeds in children’s hearts. Ask God 
to grow the preschoolers into children who love and trust in Jesus.



Prepare 
videos

Assemble 
supplies

Print/
download 
printables

Send a parent 
e-mail

Pray for your 
preschoolers

Pray

Big Picture 
Question

Key PassageBible Story

Songs & Music 
Videos

Suggested times
The times provided 
allow you to complete 

the session plan in an hour. 
Lengthen or shorten the session 
as needed.

Say what?
Use the suggested “Say” 
dialogue to easily move 

between segments. 

Leader Bible 
study

Familiarize yourself with 
the content and context of 
the Bible story and how it 

relates to God’s plan of 
redemption

Start here

Large Group 
Worship

Worship through music. 
Communicate the day’s 
Bible story and discover 

God’s big story. 

Preparation

Pray for your preschoolers 
and contact families during 

the week. Gather and 
prepare session 

materials.

Worship 
at a Glance
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Quarterly Theme

Finish here

God the Creator

Activities

Bible Story 
Review

Sing

Pray

Missions Video

Additional
ActivityLarge Group Closing

Review the Bible story 
and engage in missions.

Small Group 
Activities

Reinforce the Bible 
story by engaging in fun 

activities for multiple 
learning styles. 
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Unit 22: Jesus the Storyteller

Unit Description:
Jesus told parables, or stories, to help people understand what the 
kingdom of heaven is like. Jesus’ parables show what it looks like to live 
in God’s kingdom where Jesus reigns supreme. One day, these stories 
will become our reality when Jesus returns and reverses the curse of sin.

Key Passage: 
Mark 6:34

Big Picture Question: 
Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to teach people about God. 
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Unit 22: Jesus the Storyteller

Session 1:
Bible Story: 
Parable of the Sower
Bible Passage: 
Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 
Main Point: 
Jesus taught that not all people 
will believe in Him.

Session 2: 
Bible Story: 
The Unmerciful Servant
Bible Passage: 
Matthew 18:21-35
Main Point: 
Jesus taught about God’s 
forgiveness.

Session 3:
Bible Story: 
The Good Samaritan
Bible Passage: 
Luke 10:25-37
Main Point: 
Jesus tells us to love others as 
He has loved us. 

Session 4:
Bible Story: 
Three Parables
Bible Passage: 
Luke 15
Main Point: 
Jesus taught about God’s love. 

Session 5:
Bible Story: 
The Pharisee and the Tax 
Collector
Bible Passage: 
Luke 18:9-14
Main Point: 
Jesus taught about being 
humble.

Session 6:
Bible Story: 
The Wicked Tenants
Bible Passage: 
Matthew 21:33-45
Main Point: 
God will judge those who do 
not follow Jesus.

5Jesus the Storyteller
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Use Week of:

1

Leader BIBLE STUDY

The Gospels record dozens of Jesus’ parables. A parable is 
a story Jesus told to help people understand the kingdom 
of God. Each parable taught a lesson and revealed secrets 
of God’s kingdom for those who would understand. (See 
Matt. 13:10-13.)

The parable of the sower would have resonated with those 
listening because they would have been familiar with the 
practice of sowing or planting seed. But the parable had a 
deeper meaning. It contained a lesson about God’s Word 

Parable of the Sower

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 13:1-9,18-23
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught that not all people will believe in Him.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 10

SMALL GROUP 
ACTIVITIES 

(25–30 MINUTES)
PAGE 12

LARGE GROUP 
CLOSING

(10+ MINUTES)
PAGE 14

UNIT 22
Session 1

Unit 22 • Session 1

6 Preschool Worship Guide
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and the responses of those who hear it.

In the parable, a sower’s seeds fell in four different places. 
Some of the seeds fell along the path, where they were eaten 
by birds. Other seeds fell on rocky ground. Those seeds 
had no roots, so they withered in the sun. Other seeds fell 
among thorns, and they were choked out. Other seeds fell 
on good soil, and they produced a crop—a hundred, sixty, 
or thirty times what was planted.

After Jesus told the parable, He explained it to His disciples. 
The soil represents people’s hearts, and the seed is the word 
about God’s kingdom. The person whose heart is like the 
hard soil hears the good news about God, but he does not 
understand it or he rejects it. The person whose heart is like 
the rocky soil is quick to receive the truth, but when life 
gets hard, he falls away. The person whose heart is like the 
thorny soil cares more about the things of the world than 
the good news about God, and the seed cannot grow. The 
person whose heart is like the good soil hears the good news 
about God and receives it. He bears fruit, more than what 
was planted. In the life of a believer, the fruit of the Spirit 
(Gal. 5:22-23) is evident.

Still today, people respond to the gospel in various ways. 
As you prepare to teach the parable of the sower, pray for 
the preschoolers you lead. Pray that God will give them 
receptive hearts so that they will hear, understand, and be 
changed by the good news about Jesus.

7Jesus the Storyteller
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Parable of the Sower
Matthew 13:1-9,18-23

God sent Jesus to earth to save people from their 
sin. Jesus also came to teach people about God and His 
kingdom. Jesus traveled from town to town and told people 
the good news about God’s kingdom. Crowds of people 
came to listen to Him.

One day, Jesus was sitting by the sea. Lots of people 
came to hear Jesus, so He sat in a boat to teach. The people 
listened from the shore. Jesus told a story, or parable, to 
teach the people about sharing the good news about God 
with others.

Jesus said, “Think about this story. A farmer went 
out to plant seeds in the ground. He tossed the seeds 
back and forth. Some of the seeds fell along the path, 
and the birds came and ate up the seeds. Those seeds 
did not grow. Other seeds fell on rocky ground. The 
seeds sprouted quickly, but they did not have any roots 
because the soil was shallow. When the sun came out, the 
plants dried up.

“Other seeds fell among the thorns. The thorns grew 
and kept the seeds from growing. But some of the seeds 
fell on good ground. Those seeds grew up strong and 
healthy. These plants made grain, much more than what 
was planted!”

Then Jesus told His friends what the story about the 
seeds really meant. Jesus said, “Remember the seeds that 
fell on the path? Some people hear what is true about 
God’s kingdom, but they do not understand. God’s 
enemy takes the truth they heard away from them.

“Remember the seeds that fell on the rocky ground? 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Act it out: Lead 
children to act out being 
a healthy plant, starting 
off as a small seed 
(curled up) and growing 
into a large plant 
(stretched up tall on 
tippy toes with arms and 
fingers spread wide). 

• Use visuals: 
Assemble four bins to 
represent the four types 
of soil. 
Hard soil: Line the 
bottom of the bin with 
brown paper.
Rocky soil: Place rocks 
along the bottom of the 
bin and scatter some 
potting soil between 
them.
Thorny soil: Gather vines 
to fill the bin. If you use 
vines with thorns, be 
sure to clip off the sharp 
points for safety. 
Good soil: Fill the bottom 
of the bin with a good 
layer of potting soil. 
Scatter seeds in each bin 
as you come to that type 
of soil in the Bible story.

The BIBLE STORY

8 Preschool Worship Guide
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Some people hear what is true about God’s kingdom and 
they are happy. But when hard times come, they do not 
believe.

“Remember the seeds that fell among the thorns? 
Some people hear what is true about God’s kingdom, but 
they worry about life on earth and they love money more 
than God.

“But some people hear what is true about God’s 
kingdom, and they understand it. They believe the truth, 
and it changes them. Those people are like the seeds that 
fell on good ground.”

Christ Connection: Not everyone who hears about Jesus 
believes in Him. Some people don’t understand Jesus or they 
think they are happy without Him. People who hear the 
gospel—the good news about Jesus—and believe in Him will 
be blessed.

9Jesus the Storyteller
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, 
sing an action song such as “I Love to Learn about God” to 
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship 
by leading preschoolers in “Kingdom Kid.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Post an allergy alert. Bring in a potted plant. Tell the name 
of the plant. Share facts about the plant.
SAY • A plant often starts as a seed. With enough water, 

sunlight, and the right nutrients, that seed grows 
into a strong, healthy plant. Do any of you have any 
plants at your house? In our Bible story today, Jesus 
talked about seeds and plants. He used a story about 
planting seeds to teach people about God. 

Open your Bible to Matthew 13. Show the video or tell 
the Bible story using the provided storytelling tips. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Cut a crown shape from construction paper and place it at 
Mark 6:34 in your Bible. Invite a few volunteers to come up 
one at a time and open the Bible to the key passage.

• “I Love to Learn 
about God” song

• “Kingdom Kid” song 

• Bible
• Allergy Alert 

download
• potted plant
• “Parable of the 

Sower” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• construction paper 
• scissors
• Key Passage Poster
• “Huge, Huge 

Crowd” song

SESSION TITLE: Parable of the Sower
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 13:1-9,18-23
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught that not all people will believe in Him.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

10 Preschool Worship Guide
Unit 22 • Session 1



SAY • Our key passage tells us that Jesus had compassion on 
the people. Jesus cared for the people. He knew they 
needed help and that the best thing for them was a 
relationship with God. That’s why Jesus taught the 
people about God’s kingdom through His stories. 

Sing the key passage song “Huge, Huge Crowd” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • The big picture question is, Why did Jesus tell 

stories? Everyone likes to hear stories. Stories are 
powerful and can teach us about truth. Jesus knew 
this, which is why He told parables, or stories. Why 
did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to teach 
people about God.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus taught that not all people will believe in 

Him. Just like all seeds won’t grow into healthy 
plants, not all people who hear about Jesus will love 
Him. Some people don’t understand Jesus or they 
think they are happy without Him. People who hear 
the gospel—the good news about Jesus—and believe 
in Him will be blessed.

Sing “Kingdom Kid” and “Learn From the Bible” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “God, I Love You.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for sending Jesus to tell stories to 

teach us about You. Make us brave so that we share 
the good news about You with everyone, even though 
not everyone will believe. We know that those who 
believe in You are blessed. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “Kingdom Kid” song
• “Learn From the 

Bible (TESTRICITY)” 
song

• “God, I Love You 
” song

• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)

11Jesus the Storyteller
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SESSION TITLE: Parable of the Sower
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 13:1-9,18-23
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught that not all people will believe in Him.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Beanbag toss
Tape four pieces of construction paper in a line on the 
ground. Identify a line for preschoolers to stand behind 
while they toss their beanbags onto the paper. 
SAY • If you plant beans in good ground, they might grow 

into a healthy bean plant. Jesus taught that not all 
people will believe in Him.  

Sort seeds
Post an allergy alert. Set out a mixture of seeds such as 
beans, corn, pumpkin seeds, and sunflower seeds. Invite 
preschoolers to sort the seeds into cups of a muffin pan.
SAY •  Jesus told a story about seeds and soil to teach people 

about sharing the good news about God with others.  
Jesus taught that not all people will believe in 
Him, even if they hear the good news. People who 
hear and believe the gospel will be blessed. 

Examine soil
Post an allergy alert. Provide containers with good soil, 
sand, and rocks for the children to feel. Invite preschoolers 
to brainstorm which soil would be best for growing plants. 
SAY • Jesus told a story about a farmer planting seeds. His 

• construction paper
• tape
• beanbags

LOW PREP

• Allergy Alert 
download

• various seeds
• muffin pan

• Allergy Alert 
download

• plastic containers
• potting soil
• clean play sand
• smooth rocks

12 Preschool Worship Guide
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seeds fell on a path, rocks, thorns, and good ground. 
Jesus was really talking about the good news about 
Him. Jesus taught that not all people will believe 
in Him. This was like the seed that fell on the path, 
rocks, and thorns. But the seed that fell on good 
ground is like when people believe in Him, and it 
changes them. 

Examine roots
Post an allergy alert. Before class, gather various plants, 
making sure the roots are intact. Provide magnifying glasses 
for the children to examine the roots. Talk about how the 
roots of the plants stay underground and provide nutrients. 
SAY • When a plant’s roots grow deep into good soil, they 

get lots of nutrients. This is what it’s like for us when 
the good new about Jesus grows deep in our hearts. 
In our Bible story, Jesus taught that not all people 
will believe in Him, but He also said those who do 
believe will be blessed. 

Paint with vegetables
Provide sliced vegetables (celery pieces, broccoli crowns, 
potatoes cubes), washable paint, smocks, and construction 
paper. Invite the children to dip vegetables in the paint and 
stamp it on their construction paper. 
SAY • Jesus taught that not all people will believe in 

Him. When seeds have the right amount of water, 
sunlight, and nutrients, they grow into plants! Some 
plants become vegetables, like the ones we painted 
with. Jesus said when the good news is planted in our 
hearts, it changes us. 

Transition to large group closing

• Allergy Alert 
download

• plants with roots
• magnifying glasses

• Allergy Alert 
download

• sliced vegetables
• washable paint
• paper plates
• paint smocks
• construction paper

• countdown video 
(optional)

13Jesus the Storyteller



Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. What is a parable? (a story to teach about God) 
2. What was this parable about? (a farmer planting 

seeds, the good news)
3. Did the seed that fell on the path, among the rocks, 

or with the thorns grow? (No, they did not grow.)
4. Who is like the seed that fell on good ground? 

(someone who hears and believes the truth about Jesus)
5. Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.
SAY • Jesus taught that not everyone who hears about 

Him will believe in Him. People who do not 
believe the good news are like the seed that fell on 
the path, the rocks, and among the thorns. They 
don’t understand Jesus, or they think they are happy 
without Him. But people who hear the good news 
about Jesus and believe in Him will be blessed.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Kingdom Kid” song 
• “Huge, Huge Crowd” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Parable of the Sower
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 13:1-9,18-23
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught that not all people will believe in Him.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

Large Group CLOSING

14 Preschool Worship Guide
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SAY • Thank You, Jesus, for telling this story so we could 
learn about God. Thank You for reminding us that 
not everyone who hears about You will believe and be 
changed. Change our hearts, Jesus! Help us believe 
You are the best thing for us. We love You. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
introduce the activity and share the reasons for it. If you 
are not participating in a missions activity, talk about how 
followers of Jesus want to tell people about Jesus, even 
though not everyone will believe in Him. You may also 
show the “A Journey to Indonesia” video.
SAY • Pastor Tino and his team travel to Indonesia to share 

the good news about Jesus with people on this island. 
One of the things the team does is just have fun with 
the people who live there and get to know them. 
Two people on the island trusted in Jesus! Who is 
someone you can have fun with and get to know 
who needs to hear the good news about Jesus?

Play “Four Corners”
Write Path, Rocks, Thorns, and Good Soil on four separate 
pieces of construction paper and post a sign in each corner 
of the room. Gather children in the middle of the room. 
Play music as preschoolers move to one of the corners. 
Stop the music and call out the name of one of the corners. 
The children in that corner win! Gather the children at the 
center of the room and play again as time allows.
SAY • Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to teach 

people about God.

• “A Journey to 
Indonesia” video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child

• construction paper
• marker
• tape
• “Kingdom Kid” song 

(optional)
• “Huge, Huge Crowd” 

song (optional)
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Use Week of:

2

Leader BIBLE STUDY

Jesus had been teaching His disciples when Peter asked 
Jesus, “How many times should I forgive my brother when 
he sins against me?” Peter suggested seven times. Jews 
considered it standard to show forgiveness three times (see 
Job 33:29-30), so Peter probably thought he was going 
above and beyond. Jesus answered Peter’s question by telling 
a story about an unmerciful servant.

In the parable, a servant owed his master ten thousand 

The Unmerciful Servant

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 18:21-35
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught about God’s forgiveness.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 20

SMALL GROUP 
ACTIVITIES 

(25–30 MINUTES)
PAGE 22

LARGE GROUP 
CLOSING

(10+ MINUTES)
PAGE 24

UNIT 22
Session 2

Unit 22 • Session 2
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talents. A talent was equal to about 20 years of wages. Ten 
thousand talents represented a debt that could never be 
repaid. Faced with debtors’ prison, the servant begged for 
more time to repay the master. Instead, the master released 
his servant and forgave the great debt.

The same servant went out and confronted a man who 
owed him a hundred denarii—about 100 days of wages. 
The man begged for more time, but the servant refused 
and put the man in prison. When the master heard what 
happened, he was angry that the servant who had been 
forgiven a great debt did not show mercy to the man who 
owed a small debt. So the master put the man in prison 
until he could pay his debt. Jesus concluded the parable by 
explaining that God would react in the same way to anyone 
who does not forgive his brother. 

We are like the servant, and God is like the master. Because 
of our sin, we owe a debt we cannot pay. We deserve to 
be punished for our sin, but God the Father showed His 
love by sending His Son, Jesus, to pay the debt we owe. 
Jesus lived the perfect life we fail to live and died the death 
we deserve to die. We come to Him with nothing to offer 
but empty hands of faith. Those who trust in Jesus are 
completely forgiven.

As you teach preschoolers, emphasize that God shows mercy 
to us so that we will show mercy to others—not just three 
times or seven times, but many times—not keeping count. 
We have been forgiven a great debt, so we can forgive others 
when they sin against us.

17Jesus the Storyteller
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The Unmerciful Servant
Matthew 18:21-35

Peter had a question for Jesus. “How many times should 
I forgive someone?” Peter asked. “Seven times?

Jesus said, “Not just seven times, but seventy times seven 
times!” Then Jesus told Peter a story. He wanted Peter to 
know what forgiveness is like in God’s kingdom.

“One day, a king called for his servants. ‘How much 
money do you owe me?’ the king asked. One of the 
servants owed the king fifty million silver coins!

“The servant did not have fifty million silver coins, 
so the king said that the servant and his family would be 
sold instead.

“The servant begged the king, ‘Please give me more 
time! I will pay you back what I owe; I promise!’

“The king felt sorry for the servant, so he let the 
servant go and forgave his debt. The servant did not have 
to pay the king anything at all!

“Then the servant saw a man who owed him one 
hundred silver coins. He grabbed the man and said, 
‘Give me my money!’

“The man begged the servant, ‘Please give me more 
time! I will pay you back what I owe; I promise!’

“But the servant did not forgive the man. He threw the 
man into jail.

“Some other servants told the king what happened. 
The king called for the servant he had forgiven. ‘You are 
an evil man!’ the king said. ‘You owed me more money 
than you could ever repay, and I forgave you; but that 
man owed you a little bit of money and you did not 
forgive him.’

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use puppets: 
Make paper puppets 
on craft sticks to use 
as you tell the Bible 
story. Create puppets 
to represent the king, 
the servant, and the 
man who owed the 
servant. You may also 
make puppets for 
Jesus and Peter.

• Use visuals: Use 
a bin full of silver 
coins and a short 
stack of silver coins 
to represent the 
two debts. Make 
sure one stack is 
much bigger than 
the other. Explain 
to preschoolers that 
you could not bring 
fifty million silver 
coins because you do 
not have that much 
money and it would 
be more than you 
could carry. 

The BIBLE STORY
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“The king was angry. He punished the servant and 
made him pay back all the money he owed.”

After Jesus told the story, He said, “This is what 
My Father in heaven will do if you do not forgive each 
other.”

Christ Connection: Because of our sin, we owe God more 
than we could ever repay. We deserve to be punished. But 
Jesus came and died on the cross for our sin. He was punished 
instead of us. He paid what we owe God. When we trust in 
Jesus, God forgives our sin—all of it! We can forgive others 
because God has forgiven us so much.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, 
sing an action song such as “I Love to Learn about God” to 
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship 
by leading preschoolers in “Kingdom Kid.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Take out a wallet or play money and show different bills 
and coins. 
SAY • Money helps us buy what we need, like food, clothes, 

and homes. When someone does not have enough 
money, they might borrow from someone else. In our 
Bible story today, a servant borrowed more money 
from the king than he could ever pay back. 

Open your Bible to Matthew 18. Show the video or tell 
the Bible story using the provided storytelling tips. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Cut a crown shape from construction paper and place it at 
Mark 6:34 in your Bible. Invite a few volunteers to come up 
one at a time and open the Bible to the key passage. Lead 
preschoolers to say the verse with you several times using a 

• “I Love to Learn 
about God” song

• “Kingdom Kid” song 

• Bible
• wallet or play 

money
• “The Unmerciful 

Servant” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• construction paper 
• scissors
• Key Passage Poster
• “Huge, Huge 

Crowd” song

SESSION TITLE: The Unmerciful Servant
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 18:21-35
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught about God’s forgiveness.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.
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different voice (soft, loud, squeaky, deep) each time. 
SAY • Jesus taught the crowd many things about God’s 

kingdom. In today’s Bible story, the king forgave the 
servant for more than he could ever repay. Like the 
king, God forgives us of all our sin, which is more 
than we could ever repay, through Jesus. 

Sing the key passage song together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to teach 

people about God. Today we learned that being part 
of God’s kingdom means we receive forgiveness from 
God for our sins, and then we can forgive others 
when they sin against us. 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus taught about God’s forgiveness. Because of 

our sin, we owe God more than we could ever repay. 
We deserve to be punished. But Jesus came and died 
on the cross for our sin. He was punished instead 
of us. He paid what we owe God. When we trust in 
Jesus, God forgives our sin—all of it! We can forgive 
others because God has forgiven us so much.

Sing “Kingdom Kid” and “The One” as preschoolers move 
with the music. Prepare for prayer by singing “God, I Love 
You.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for sending Jesus to pay what we 

owe You for our sin! Because You forgive us, help us 
forgive others who sin against us. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “Kingdom Kid” song
• “The One” song
• “God, I Love You” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: The Unmerciful Servant
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 18:21-35
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught about God’s forgiveness.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Practice saying “I forgive you”
Guide the children to walk around the room, gently 
bumping into friends. Each time a child bumps into 
another, he will say, “I’m sorry,” and the friend will respond, 
“I forgive you.” Demonstrate gentle bumping.
SAY • Jesus taught about God’s forgiveness through the 

parable of the king and his servant. The king forgave 
his servant more than he could ever repay, but his 
servant would not forgive a small amount of money. 
Because God forgives us of all our sin because of 
Jesus, we can forgive others. 

Spell FORGIVE
Write F, O, R, G, I, V, and E on separate pieces of 
construction paper. Hide the letters in the room for the 
preschoolers to find. Write FORGIVE on another sheet of 
paper so the children can order the letters properly once 
they have found them. 
SAY • Jesus taught about God’s forgiveness. Forgiveness is 

when someone does something wrong to you, and 
you choose not to be mad at them or make them pay 
you back. God forgives us of our sin because Jesus 
paid what we owed. 

LOW PREP

• construction paper
• markers

LOW PREP
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Clean coins
Post an allergy alert. Mix ketchup and vinegar. Encourage 
children to clean coins by dipping them in the mixture and 
then rubbing them clean. Keep paper towels handy to dry 
the coins and clean up hands. 
SAY • The king’s servant owed him about 50 million silver 

coins. That was too much money to ever pay back! 
Like the servant, we owe God more than we could 
ever repay, but Jesus paid for our sin when He died on 
the cross and came back to life. Jesus taught about 
God’s forgiveness through this Bible story. 

Compare 7, 70, and 490
Draw 7 and 70 dots on separate sheets of paper. Make 7 
copies of the 70 dots to create 490 dots. Provide beans for 
counting. Direct each child to count out 7. Take 10 of the 
sets of 7 and explain that is 70. Compare 7 to 70. Then show 
the papers to compare 7, 70 and 490. Challenge preschoolers 
to cover all the dots with beans. 
SAY • Jesus taught about God’s forgiveness. Because God 

has forgiven us of our sin through Jesus, we can 
forgive anyone for anything. 

Heads or tails
Tape a coin facing heads and a coin facing tails on two sheets 
of paper. Post those sheets on opposite sides of the room. 
Children will choose a side by standing next to that paper. 
Toss the coin. If it is heads, the children who chose tails are 
out and vice versa. Play until one child remains.
SAY • Jesus taught about God’s forgiveness. He forgives us 

what we could never pay back. 

Transition to large group closing

• Allergy Alert 
download

• ketchup
• vinegar
• paper plates
• bowls of water
• disposable plastic 

gloves
• paper towels

• paper
• marker
• beans

• paper
• markers
• coin
• tape

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. How many times did Jesus say to forgive others? 
(seventy times seven) 

2. How many silver coins did the servant owe the 
king? (about 50 million)

3. Did the servant forgive the man who owed him just 
100 coins? (no)

4. What happened to the servant because he would 
not forgive the man? (He was punished and had to 
pay back everything he owed.)

5. Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 
teach people about God.

SAY • Jesus told a story to teach about God’s forgiveness. 
Because of our sin, we owe God more than we could 
ever repay. We deserve to be punished. But Jesus 
died on the cross for our sin. When we trust in Jesus, 
God forgives our sin—all of it! We can forgive others 
because God has forgiven us so much.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Kingdom Kid” song 
• “Huge, Huge Crowd” 

song

SESSION TITLE: The Unmerciful Servant
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 18:21-35
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught about God’s forgiveness.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

Large Group CLOSING
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Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • Thank You, Jesus, for telling this story so we could 

learn about God’s forgiveness. Help us to be 
forgiving towards others because we have received 
forgiveness through You. Amen. 

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how it’s important that all people in the world 
know God offers forgiveness through Jesus. You may also 
show the “A Good News Story” video.
SAY • The people of Old Town Baptist Church want the 

T people to know about Jesus, and they are doing 
something about it! They pray for them, collect 
money to help them, and work with Christians in 
Southeast Asia to reach them. Let’s pray for the T 
people that live in hard-to-reach places, that more 
people who already know Jesus will go to them and 
share that God forgives our sins through Jesus!

Examine coins
Provide various kinds of plastic coins for sorting (by color, 
size), ordering (by size or denomination), or rubbing. 
SAY • The king forgave his servant for a debt he could 

never repay. Through this parable, Jesus taught 
about God’s forgiveness. We forgive others because 
Jesus forgives us.

• “A Good News 
Story” video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child

• coins
• paper (optional)
• unwrapped crayons 

(optional)
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Leader BIBLE STUDY

Jesus was meeting with His followers when an expert in the 
Law of Moses stood up and asked Him a question. “What 
must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus pointed Him to the 
Scriptures, which say, “Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and 
with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” (See 
Deut. 6:5; Lev. 19:18.)

Then the lawyer asked, “Who is my neighbor?” Rather than 

The Good Samaritan

BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 10:25-37
MAIN POINT: Jesus tells us to love others as He has loved us.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 30

SMALL GROUP 
ACTIVITIES 

(25–30 MINUTES)
PAGE 32

LARGE GROUP 
CLOSING

(10+ MINUTES)
PAGE 34

UNIT 22
Session 3

Unit 22 • Session 3
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give a list of whom the man should love, Jesus responded 
with a parable. Jesus’ story about the Good Samaritan 
surprised the people who heard it. The priest and Levite—
men dedicated to serving God—neglected to help the man 
in need. By showing mercy, the Samaritan (whom Jews 
considered a social outcast) proved to be a neighbor to the 
man in need. Jesus told the lawyer, “Go and do the same.”

Jesus did not directly answer the question, “Who is my 
neighbor?” The lawyer asked the wrong question; he 
was seeking to justify himself, to meet the minimum 
requirements of the Old Testament law with the hope of 
gaining eternal life. Rather, Jesus taught that the lawyer 
should love without limits and demonstrate love with 
action.

In this parable, we see the beauty of the gospel. Point out 
to the preschoolers you teach that like the good Samaritan, 
God saw that we needed to be rescued. We were dead in 
our sin and unable to help ourselves. God showed His love 
when He sent His Son, Jesus, to save us from sin.

Jesus came to us and provided salvation, forgiveness, and 
everything we need. As we look to Him, He continues to 
take care of us. Emphasize that, as a result, God calls us 
to show His love for the world by loving others as He has 
loved us.
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The Good Samaritan
Luke 10:25-37

One day, a Jewish lawyer asked Jesus a question. 
“Teacher,” he said, “What do I have to do to have eternal 
life?”

Jesus said, “What do you think? What do the 
Scriptures say?”

The lawyer answered, “The Scriptures say, ‘Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and 
mind.’ And ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”

Jesus said, “That’s right. Do this, and you will have 
eternal life.”

Then the man asked, “Who is my neighbor?” Jesus 
told a story to answer the man’s question.

“A man was traveling along a road when robbers 
attacked him. The robbers beat him up and left him by 
the side of the road.

“Then a priest came down the road and saw the man 
lying there. But the priest did not help him. Instead, the 
priest walked by on the other side of the road.

“Then a religious leader—a Levite—came down the 
road and saw the man lying there. But the Levite did not 
help him. Instead, the Levite walked by on the other side 
of the road.

“Then a man from Samaria came down the road and 
he saw the man lying there. The Samaritan man helped 
him! He wrapped up the man’s wounds, put the man on 
his donkey, and took him to an inn. The Samaritan paid 
the innkeeper to help take care of the man.” 

Now Jesus asked the lawyer, “Who was a real neighbor 
to the man who was attacked?”

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use motions: 
Lead children to 
stand up and act 
out the parable by 
mimicking your 
movements as you 
reads the phrases: 

• “traveling along a 
road” - march in 
place

• “attacked” - punch 
fists

• “saw the man” - 
shield eyes, look 
around

• “walked by on the 
other side” - big 
step to the right and 
march in place

• “wrapped up the 
man’s wounds” - roll 
forearms over each 
other

• “on his donkey” - 
galloping motion

• Act it out: Choose 
children to play the 
roles of the hurt man, 
the priest, the Levite, 
and the Samaritan. 
Pretend to be Jesus 
telling the story as 
the children act out 
the parts. 

The BIBLE STORY
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The lawyer said, “The one who helped the man.”
Jesus said, “Go and do the same!”

Christ Connection: Jesus told a story that surprised people. 
We are like the man on the side of the road, and God saw that 
we needed help. We needed to be rescued from sin. He sent Jesus 
to rescue us from sin. We can show people God’s love by helping 
them.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, 
sing an action song such as “I Love to Learn about God” to 
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship 
by leading preschoolers in “Kingdom Kid.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Bring a first aid kit. Show the children what’s inside and 
talk about what each item is used for. 
SAY • Jesus told a story about a man who was beaten up by 

robbers. He needed medical help. Listen carefully to 
find out what happened to the man in the story and 
what the story teaches us about God’s kingdom.

Open your Bible to Luke 10. Show the video or tell the 
Bible story using the provided storytelling tips. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers. 

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Cut a crown shape from construction paper and place it at 
Mark 6:34 in your Bible. Invite volunteers to come up one 
at a time and open the Bible to the key passage.
SAY • Jesus taught the people many things because He 

knew they had much to learn about God’s kingdom. 

• “I Love to Learn 
about God” song

• “Kingdom Kid” song 

• Bible
• first aid kit
• “The Good 

Samaritan” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• construction paper 
• scissors
• Key Passage Poster
• “Huge, Huge 

Crowd” song

SESSION TITLE: The Good Samaritan
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 10:25-37
MAIN POINT: Jesus tells us to love others as He has loved us.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.
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Jesus taught that all of us need help, like the man 
along the side of the road. Jesus helps us and saves us. 
Once we experience Jesus’ great love, we can love all 
kinds of people like He loves us.

Sing the key passage song together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Who remembers our big picture question? Why did 

Jesus tell stories? In our Bible story, Jesus told a story 
to answer the question, “Who is my neighbor?” His 
story shows that all people are our neighbors, and 
all people need His love. Why did Jesus tell stories? 
Jesus told stories to teach people about God.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus tells us to love others as He has loved us. 

Jesus told a story that surprised people. We are like 
the man on the side of the road, and God saw that 
we needed help. We needed to be rescued from sin. 
He sent Jesus to rescue us from sin. We can show 
people God’s love by helping them.

Sing “Kingdom Kid” and “Learn From the Bible” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “God, I Love You.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • Jesus, thank You for this Bible story, which shows us 

that we are like the man on the side of the road. We 
need You, and because You love us so much, we can 
love other people like the Samaritan did. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “Kingdom Kid” song
• “Learn From the 

Bible” song
• “God, I Love You 

” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: The Good Samaritan
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 10:25-37
MAIN POINT: Jesus tells us to love others as He has loved us.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Play “Priest, Levite, Samaritan”
Invite preschoolers to stand up. When you say “priest,” 
preschoolers will hop to the right. When you say 
“Levite,” preschoolers will hop to the left. When you said 
“Samaritan,” preschoolers will kneel down. Start slowly, 
alternating between the three. Mix up the order and say the 
names at a faster pace. Play as time allows.
SAY • The priest and the Levite walked away from the man 

who was hurt. They did not want anything to do 
with him. But the Samaritan stopped and took care 
of the man. The Samaritan was a neighbor to the 
man. Jesus loves us in an even greater way than this, 
and Jesus tells us to love others as He has loved us. 

Care for baby dolls
Provide baby dolls, gauze, cotton balls, bandages, and 
bandannas. Invite the preschoolers to care for the dolls by 
wrapping their imaginary wounds. 
SAY • The priest and Levite passed by the hurting man, but 

the Samaritan stopped and showed him love. Jesus 
loves us in an even greater way than the Samaritan 
loved this man. Jesus tells us to love others as He 
has loved us.

LOW PREP

• baby dolls
• gauze
• cotton balls
• bandages
• bandannas
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Make a handprint donkey
Paint a preschooler’s hand with brown washable paint. 
Help her press her hand on construction paper, making 
sure her thumb and fingers are facing downward, to make a 
handprint. Lead the preschooler to draw a face and tail on 
her donkey after the paint dries. 
SAY • Jesus told a story about a Samaritan being a neighbor. 

This story reminds us that all people are our 
neighbors, and all people need Jesus’ love. Jesus tells 
us to love others as He has loved us. 

Helpers on the move
Make “roads” on the floor with colorful tape. Encourage 
preschoolers to roll toy fire trucks, police cars, and other 
emergency vehicles along the roads. As the children play, 
ask whom they might be stopping to help. 
SAY • How do firemen, policemen, and doctors help people 

who get hurt? Does God want us to help people who 
are hurting too? Jesus tells us to love others as He 
has loved us. 

Play musical donkeys
Form groups. Give each group a pool noodle to serve as 
a play donkey. The first child in each group will ride the 
“donkey” around the room while music plays. Children 
without the donkeys should sit quietly on the floor. When 
the music stops, each child riding a donkey will find a 
friend in his group to give his pool noodle to before the 
music starts again.
SAY • The Samaritan put the hurt man on his donkey, took 

him to an inn, and paid his bills until he got better. 
Jesus tells us to love others as He has loved us. 

Transition to large group closing

• paintbrush
• washable brown 

paint
• construction paper
• markers
• wet wipes (for 

cleanup)

• colorful tape
• toy emergency 

vehicles
• people figures 

(optional)

• pool noodles
• “Kingdom Kid” song 

(optional)
• “Huge, Huge Crowd” 

song (optional)

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. What question did the lawyer ask Jesus after Jesus 
told him to love his neighbor as himself? (“Who is 
my neighbor?”) 

2. Who walked by the hurt man? (a priest, a Levite)
3. How did the Samaritan help the man? (wrapped 

up his wounds, took him to an inn, and paid the 
innkeeper to take care of him)

4. How can we show others God’s love? (Jesus tells us 
to love others as He has loved us.)

5. Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 
teach people about God. 

SAY • Jesus told a story that surprised people. We are like 
the man on the side of the road, and God saw that 
we needed help. We needed to be rescued from sin. 
He sent Jesus to rescue us from sin. We can show 
people God’s love by helping them.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Kingdom Kid” song 
• “Huge, Huge Crowd” 

song

SESSION TITLE: The Good Samaritan
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 10:25-37
MAIN POINT: Jesus tells us to love others as He has loved us.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

Large Group CLOSING
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SAY • God, thank You for showing us through this parable 
that no group of people is better than another. We all 
need Your help. You sent Jesus to show us Your great 
love for us. Teach us to love others in that same way. 

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how one way to love others is to tell them what 
Jesus has done for them. You may also show the “Caroline 
in Thailand” video.
SAY • Caroline is a missionary kid. In all her experience 

living in different countries, she has learned that 
she can share the love of Jesus wherever she is. She 
showed God’s love to a friend by giving her a doll. 
Caroline wants to trust God and learn new things 
while telling others about Jesus. Let’s pray for 
missionary kids everywhere, that God would use 
them to share His truth with others.

Work heart puzzles
Cut heart shapes out of different colors of construction 
paper. Then cut each heart in two by cutting unique lines 
down the middle (squiggly, zig-zag, straight, diagonal, 
wavy). Set out the heart pieces and invite preschooler to 
match the pieces.
SAY • The Samaritan helped the man who was hurting. He 

was the most loving neighbor! Jesus loves us in an 
even greater way than the Samaritan, and Jesus tells 
us to love others as He has loved us.

• “Caroline in 
Thailand” video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child

• construction paper
• scissors
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Leader BIBLE STUDY

In Luke 19, Jesus went after Zacchaeus, a chief tax collector. 
Zacchaeus was not well liked, but his interaction with Jesus 
led him to repent of his wrongdoing. Jesus said to him, 
“The Son of Man has come to seek and to save the lost” 
(Luke 19:10).

Who is “the lost”? What does it mean to be lost? In 
Luke 15, Jesus told three parables to the crowd of tax 
collectors, sinners, Pharisees, and scribes. Jesus’ teaching 

Three Parables

BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 15
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught about God’s love.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 40

SMALL GROUP 
ACTIVITIES 

(25–30 MINUTES)
PAGE 42

LARGE GROUP 
CLOSING

(10+ MINUTES)
PAGE 44
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brought gospel truth to the tax collectors and sinners—
those whose unrighteousness separated them from God—
and to the Pharisees and scribes—those whose relied on 
their own righteous efforts for salvation.

The first two parables are similar. In one, a man loses a 
sheep. He leaves his flock to find the missing sheep, and he 
rejoices when it is found. In the second, a woman loses a 
silver coin. The woman carefully searches her home until 
she finds it. Then, she calls her neighbors and friends to 
celebrate with her. Heaven rejoices when even one sinner 
repents. Finally, Jesus told a parable about two sons. The 
younger son asked for his inheritance, wasted his money on 
immoral living, and decided to return to his father. Rather 
than rejecting his wayward son, the father embraced him. 
The older son, who had always been obedient to his father, 
reacted with anger.

As you read Luke 15, think about the crowd Jesus was 
speaking to. The focus is often placed on the younger son—
the one with whom the tax collectors and sinners could 
identify—but Jesus also made a point about the older son. 
He was like the Pharisees and scribes, focused on his own 
morality and feeling entitled to his father’s favor.

Jesus taught what God is like. He seeks sinners who have 
wandered far from Him, and He seeks sinners who try 
to earn salvation by their good works. As you teach, help 
preschoolers understand that being lost means not knowing 
Jesus as Lord and Savior. God loves us, and He actively 
seeks to bring sinners to Himself.
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Three Parables
Luke 15

When Jesus taught, many people came to listen to 
Him. The religious leaders were angry that sinners came 
to listen to Jesus. They did not think Jesus should be 
friends with people who do wrong things. So Jesus told 
them three parables, or stories, to teach them about God.

Jesus said, “If a man has 100 sheep and one of the sheep 
goes missing, he leaves the 99 sheep in the field and looks 
everywhere for his lost sheep until he finds it. And when he 
finds it, he carries the sheep home. Then he tells his friends 
and neighbors, ‘Let’s celebrate because I have found my lost 
sheep!’”

Jesus told them what the story meant. “This is what 
heaven is like, but there will be more joy in heaven when 
one person is sorry for his sin and turns back to God than 
when 99 good people don’t need to be sorry.”

Then Jesus told a second story. “If a woman has 10 
silver coins and loses one of them, she lights a lamp, sweeps 
the house, and searches everywhere until she finds it! And 
when she finds it, she tells her friends and neighbors, ‘Let’s 
celebrate because I have found my lost coin!’”

Jesus said, “This is what heaven is like. God’s angels will 
celebrate when one person is sorry for his sin and turns back 
to God.”

Then Jesus told one more story. “A man had two sons. 
The younger son told his father, ‘Give me the part of 
what you have that will be mine someday.’ So the father 
gave his son what was his.

“The younger son left home and traveled to a faraway 
country. He spent all his money and made wrong 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Play it out: Invite 
the preschoolers to 
pretend to be sheep 
as you tell the first 
parable by crawling 
on their hands and 
knees and making 
sheep sounds. Tell 
one of the other 
leaders to direct just 
one child into a part 
of the room that is 
usually off limits. (If 
no part of the room 
like that exists, you 
can create one for 
this week only.) The 
teacher will say, 
“Where is so-and-
so?” Search high and 
low in the room for 
so-and-so. When 
that child is “found,” 
everyone rejoices.

• Use a visual: 
Print and cut out the 
“Sheep, Coin, Sons” 
printable. Show 
each image at the 
appropriate time as 
you tell the Bible 
story. 

The BIBLE STORY
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choices. The son had nothing left, and the country he 
was in ran out of food. He got a job feeding pigs, but he 
was hungry.

“The son was sorry for his wrong choices. ‘My father’s 
workers have plenty of food. I do not deserve to be his 
son. I will ask to be his worker,’ he said. So he decided to 
go home. His father ran to him and gave him a big hug 
and a kiss. The son started to tell his father he was sorry, 
but the father told his servants, ‘Bring the best clothes 
for my son to wear! Let’s celebrate with a big meal! My 
son was lost, and now he is found!’

“The older son came home and asked, ‘What’s going 
on?’ A servant said, ‘Your brother is home. Your father is 
celebrating; he is so happy.’

“The older son was angry! The father asked the older 
son to come inside and celebrate. ‘Listen!’ the older son 
said. ‘I have worked hard for you! I always obeyed you, 
but you never threw a party for me.’

“‘Son,’ the father said, ‘everything I have is yours. 
This is a day to be happy and to celebrate because your 
brother was lost, but now he is found.’” 

Christ Connection: Jesus told stories about people who were 
looking for things that were lost. Jesus told these stories to teach 
about Himself. Jesus looks for people who are lost, people who 
do not know Him. Jesus gave His life to save people from sin.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, 
sing an action song such as “I Love to Learn about God” to 
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship 
by leading preschoolers in “Kingdom Kid.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Hide a Bible in the room. Ask the children to help you look 
for it. When someone finds the Bible, rejoice. Say, “My 
Bible was lost, but now it is found!”
SAY • Have you ever lost something important? Did you 

find it? Jesus told stories about how God feels when 
people who are lost because of sin are found.

Open your Bible to Luke 15. Show the video or tell the 
Bible story using the provided storytelling tips. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Cut a crown shape from construction paper and place it at 
Mark 6:34 in your Bible. Invite a few volunteers to come up 
one at a time and open the Bible to the key passage. Write 
the key passage on a dry erase board. Lead preschoolers to 
say the key passage with you as you point to each word. 

• “I Love to Learn 
about God” song

• “Kingdom Kid” song 

• Bible
• “Three Parables” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• construction paper 
• scissors
• dry erase board 
• dry erase marker
• eraser
• Key Passage Poster
• “Huge, Huge 

Crowd” song

SESSION TITLE: Three Parables
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 15
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught about God’s love.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.
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Erase one or two words each time until every word is erased.  
SAY • Jesus used three parables to teach what God’s love is 

like. God goes after us when we are lost in our sin, 
and our wrong choices do not change His love for us. 
God loves us simply because we are His children. 

Sing the key passage song “Huge, Huge Crowd” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to teach 

people about God. Jesus told parables about the lost 
sheep, coin, and son because He wanted the people 
to learn what God’s love is like. What happened 
when the man lost his sheep and the woman lost her 
coin? They did everything they could to find them. 
When God saw us lost in our sins, He sent His very 
own Son, Jesus, to earth to find us.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus taught about God’s love. Jesus told stories 

about things that were lost to teach about Himself 
and us. Jesus looks for people who are lost, people 
who do not know Him. Jesus gave His life to save 
people from sin.

Sing “Kingdom Kid” and “The One” as preschoolers move 
with the music. Prepare for prayer by singing “God, I Love 
You.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • Thank You, God, for teaching us about Your love 

through these stories. We are lost in our sins, but You 
sent Jesus to earth to find us. 

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “Kingdom Kid” song
• “The One” song
• “God, I Love You” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Three Parables
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 15
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught about God’s love.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Lost and found
Set several items on the table. Tell the children to close their 
eyes. Remove one item. When they open their eyes, ask, 
“What is missing?” Replace the item and play again as time 
allows.
SAY • Through the parables about lost things, Jesus taught 

about God’s love. God loves us more than the 
shepherd who left all his sheep to find the lost one. 
God loves us more than the woman who searched 
her whole house for her coin. He loves us more than 
the father who threw a party for his son. God loves 
us so much, He sent us Jesus. 

Where is the sheep?
Bring in pictures of farm animals to give one to each child. 
Bring in just one sheep. When you say “go,” each child 
makes the sound of his animal. When you say “stop,” the 
children guess who made the sound of the sheep.
SAY • Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to teach 

people about God. In the story about the lost sheep, 
Jesus taught about God’s love. God’s love never 
gives up!

• items

LOW PREP

• pictures of farm 
animals
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Make cotton ball sheep
Trace a child’s hand on a black sheet of construction paper 
and cut it out. Guide preschoolers to glue googly eyes on 
the thumb and cotton balls on the palm to create a sheep. 
SAY • Jesus taught about God’s love through the parable 

of the lost sheep. God seeks after lost people by 
offering forgiveness in Jesus. When we turn from our 
sins and come back to Him, God is so happy! 

Count by 10s
Provide 10 sets of 10 items such as blocks, bandages, coins, 
small cups, craft sticks, spoons, paintbrushes, crayons, cars, 
and counting bears. Encourage the preschoolers to sort 
the items. Help them count the number in each set. Ask, 
“How many coins did the woman have? How many did she 
lose?” Explain to older preschoolers that 10 sets of 10 items 
amounts to 100 total. 
SAY • Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to teach 

people about God. Jesus told stories about people 
doing everything they could to find their lost things. 
God did what He needed to do to bring us back to 
Him. He gave us Jesus! 

Make coin imprints
Provide modeling clay and plastic coins for children to 
make imprints. Talk about the Bible story as they work.
SAY • Jesus taught about God’s love. What did the woman 

do when she could not find her coin? What did she 
do when she found it? When God saw us lost in our 
sin, what did He do? What does God do when we 
come back to Him? 

Transition to large group closing

• black construction 
paper

• scissors
• cotton balls
• googly eyes
• glue
• markers

• 10 sets of 10 items

• modeling clay
• plastic coins

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. To whom did Jesus tell these parables? (religious 
leaders)

2. What did the woman do when she found her coin? 
(invited her friends over to celebrate)

3. Where did the son find work? (with the pigs)
4. What did the father do when his son came home? 

(gave him a hug and kiss, celebrated with a party)
5. Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.
SAY • Jesus told three stories about people who were 

looking for lost things. The shepherd left 99 sheep 
to look for the one that wandered off. The woman 
searched her house to find one missing coin. The 
father welcomed home his lost son who had made 
many wrong choices. Jesus taught about God’s love. 
Jesus gave His life to save people from sin.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Kingdom Kid” song 
• “Huge, Huge Crowd” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Three Parables
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 15
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught about God’s love.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

Large Group CLOSING
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SAY • God, thank You for showing us through these stories 
how much You love us. We are lost in our sin, far 
away from You. We needed You to come after us, and 
You did. Jesus came to earth and died for our sins. 
He rose again to rule forever. Jesus, we praise You for 
coming to us so we could be found! 

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how all people in the world need to know that 
Jesus comes to find us while we are lost in our sin. You may 
also show the “Life of a Migrant Family” video.
SAY • We can pray for migrant workers. We can pray that 

God would send missionaries to their places of work 
so they can have an opportunity to hear the good 
news, believe it, and take it with them when they 
move to a new town. 

Play “Pig, Pig, Oink!”
Invite the preschoolers to play “Duck, Duck, Goose!” using 
the phrase, “Pig, Pig, Oink!” instead. A preschooler will 
walk around the circle gently tapping the other children on 
the head as she says “pig.” When she taps a child and says 
“oink,” that child must stand up and chase her around the 
circle. If he does not tag her before she sits in his vacant 
spot, then he is it in the next round. Play as time allows.
SAY • The son did not realize how much he missed his 

father until he was working among the pigs. When 
he returned home, his father did not punish him 
for his wrong choices. His father loved him and 
celebrated his return.

• “Life of a Migrant 
Family” video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child
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Jesus was making His way to Jerusalem—the place where 
everything written about the Son of Man would be 
accomplished. (See Luke 18:31-33.)

Jesus moved between towns and villages, teaching Pharisees 
and scribes, tax collectors and sinners, and His own 
disciples along the way. Luke 18:9-14 describes a parable 
Jesus told to a specific group: “to some who trusted in 
themselves that they were righteous and looked down on 

The Pharisee and the Tax Collector

BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 18:9-14
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught about being humble.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 50

SMALL GROUP 
ACTIVITIES 

(25–30 MINUTES)
PAGE 52

LARGE GROUP 
CLOSING

(10+ MINUTES)
PAGE 54

UNIT 22
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everyone else” (Luke 18:9).

The parable presents two men who went up to the temple 
complex to pray. The first, a Pharisee, was proud and 
believed he was righteous because of his own deeds. He 
stood up and prayed, thanking God that he was not as 
sinful as other people.

The second, a tax collector, humbly acknowledged his 
sin and asked God for mercy. Jesus explained that the tax 
collector—and not the Pharisee—went home justified.

As you teach preschoolers, explain that God rejects the 
proud but gives grace to the humble. (See Jas. 4:6.) The 
sin of pride keeps us from Jesus. Pride is thinking we are 
better than we really are. Someone with the attitude of the 
Pharisee sees no need for Jesus. The Pharisee focused on sins 
he had avoided rather than confessing his sin, but the tax 
collector knew he had no standing before a righteous God. 
He asked for mercy, and God was merciful to him.

God did not look at the Pharisee—nor does He ever look at 
us—and say, “Wow, that’s impressive.” God sees us for who 
we really are: sinners in need of forgiveness. Jesus took the 
punishment for our sin by dying on the cross. God wants 
everyone to be saved (see 1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Pet. 3:9), and we 
can come to Him with nothing but empty hands of faith. 
We can cry out to God like the tax collector and because of 
Jesus, God will forgive us.
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The Pharisee and the Tax Collector
Luke 18:9-14

Jesus met with a group of people who thought they 
were better than everyone else. Jesus told them a story to 
teach them a lesson.

“Two men went into the temple to pray,” Jesus said. 
“One man was a religious leader.” Religious leaders tried 
hard to make God love them. They tried to follow all the 
rules. They even made up new rules to follow.

“The other man was a tax collector,” Jesus said. Many 
tax collectors were unfair and dishonest. People usually did 
not like tax collectors.

“At the temple, the religious leader stood alone 
and prayed. ‘God, I thank You that I am not greedy, 
dishonest, and unfaithful like other people. I am glad 
I am not like that tax collector. Two days a week, I fast, 
or don’t eat, to show You respect. I tithe too, giving You 
one-tenth of what I have.’

“The tax collector stood far away. He looked down at 
the ground because he was sorry for the wrong things he 
had done. The tax collector prayed, ‘Have mercy on me, 
God! I am a sinner!’”

The religious leader’s prayer was very different than the 
tax collector’s prayer. Jesus said that God was happy with 
the tax collector, and He forgave him. The tax collector 
was humble. He did not think he was better than other 
people. But God was not happy with the religious leader. 
The religious leader was proud. He thought he was better 
than other people.

Jesus said, “If you put yourself above others, you will 
be put down. But if you are humble, God will honor 
you.”

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Form two 
groups: Form two 
groups to sit on 
either side of the 
teaching area. Lead 
one group to repeat 
part of the religious 
leader’s prayer and 
the other group 
to repeat part of 
the tax collector’s 
prayer. Then switch 
assignments so both 
groups of children 
get to play both 
parts. 

• Use puppets: 
Print and cut out the 
“Pharisee and Tax 
Collector” printable. 
Glue each image to 
a large craft stick or 
paint stir stick. Hold 
up the puppets at 
the appropriate times 
as you tell the Bible 
story.  

The BIBLE STORY
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Christ Connection: The tax collector asked God for 
forgiveness. Everyone has sinned and needs God’s forgiveness. 
Jesus came to take the punishment we deserve for our sin by 
dying on the cross. We can ask God for forgiveness and because 
of Jesus, God will forgive our sin.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, 
sing an action song such as “I Love to Learn about God” to 
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship 
by leading preschoolers in “Kingdom Kid.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Play an opposites game with the preschoolers. You will say 
one word (day) and they say the opposite (night). Provide 
several words until preschoolers get the idea.
SAY • In Jesus’ parable, two very different men prayed 

opposite prayers. One man prayed a prayer God was 
not happy with; the other prayed a prayer God was 
very happy with. Listen carefully to the prayers to 
find out why.

Open your Bible to Luke 18. Show the video or tell the 
Bible story using the provided storytelling tips. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Cut a crown shape from construction paper and place it at 
Mark 6:34 in your Bible. Invite a few volunteers to come up 
one at a time and open the Bible to the key passage. Say the 

• “I Love to Learn 
about God” song

• “Kingdom Kid” song 

• Bible
• “The Pharisee and 

the Tax Collector” 
video (optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• construction paper 
• scissors
• Key Passage Poster
• “Huge, Huge 

Crowd” song

SESSION TITLE: The Pharisee and the Tax Collector
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 18:9-14
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught about being humble.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.
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key passage several times and invite any preschoolers to say 
the passage from memory.
SAY • In this parable, Jesus taught that people in God’s 

kingdom are humble. Humble people understand 
that God is the only One who is great, and every 
person is a sinner. All people need God to forgive 
them of their sin.

Sing the key passage song together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to teach 

the people about God. In this story, Jesus taught 
about being humble. Jesus taught that we should 
not think we are better than other people. We are all 
sinners who need to God forgive us. God will honor 
us when we are humble. 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus taught about being humble. The tax collector 

knew he needed God to forgive him, and he 
cried out to God. Everyone is a sinner who needs 
forgiveness. Jesus took the punishment for our sin 
by dying on the cross. We can cry out to God like 
the tax collector and because of Jesus, God will 
forgive us.

Sing “Kingdom Kid” and “Learn From the Bible” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “God, I Love You.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • God, we are sinners who need forgiveness. Make us 

humble. Remind us that Jesus was the most humble 
of all when He came to die for our sin. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “Kingdom Kid” song
• “Learn From the 

Bible (TESTRICITY)” 
song

• “God, I Love You” 
song

• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: The Pharisee and the Tax Collector
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 18:9-14
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught about being humble.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Act proud
Direct children to sit around a step stool. Invite each child, 
one at a time, to stand on the stool and act very proud and 
haughty. Make sure to hold a child’s hand as she stands on 
the stool. Give each child a turn.
SAY • When you look down from the chair, everyone looks 

smaller. This was how the religious leader felt about 
other people in his heart. Other people were small; 
only he was important. God was not happy with his 
attitude because he was not humble. Jesus taught 
about being humble. 

Make a fingerprint crowd
Encourage children to use markers and fabric strips to 
decorate a craft stick to look like Jesus. Assist preschoolers 
in gluing the craft stick to construction paper and making 
many thumb prints around it to represent people. 
SAY • Wherever Jesus went, people gathered around to hear 

His stories. Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told 
stories to teach people about God. Jesus’ parables 
helped people understand what life is like in God’s 
kingdom.

• step stool

LOW PREP

• craft sticks
• construction paper
• strips of fabric
• glue
• washable ink pad
• wet wipes (for 

cleanup)

52 Preschool Worship Guide
Unit 22 • Session 5



Tell the story with puppets
Before class, create two paper bag puppets: one religious 
leader and one tax collector. You may provide craft supplies 
for preschoolers to make their own puppets if you have a 
large class. Invite the preschoolers to reenact the parable 
using the puppets. 
SAY • Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to teach 

people about God. In today’s Bible story, Jesus 
taught about being humble. God was pleased with 
the tax collector’s prayer because he was humble. 

Pride or humility?
Offer situations of someone being prideful or humble. If 
prideful, preschoolers stick their nose in the air. If humble, 
they kneel down and bow their heads. 
SAY • Jesus taught about being humble. Humble people 

know they are sinners who need God’s forgiveness. 
In today’s parable, the tax collector was humble, and 
God was happy with his prayer. 

Pass the Bible
Pass a Bible around the circle while playing music. When 
the music stops, the child holding the Bible shares a prayer 
request. Pray for all the requests.
SAY • Jesus taught about being humble. Two men prayed, 

but God was happy with the tax collector’s prayer. 
The tax collector understood he was a sinner who 
needed God. We are all sinners who need God’s 
forgiveness. God offers us forgiveness through Jesus. 

Transition to large group closing

• paper bag puppets
• craft supplies 

(optional)

Suggested 
scenarios:

• You make fun of 
another child in 
school. (prideful)

• You help your 
sister tie her shoes. 
(humble)

• You apologize 
to your brother. 
(humble)

• You throw a fit. 
(prideful)

• Bible
• “Kingdom Kid” song 

(optional)
• “Huge, Huge Crowd” 

song (optional)

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Who prayed at the temple? (a religious leader and a 
tax collector) 

2. What did the religious leader pray? (He thanked 
God that he wasn’t like the tax collector.)

3. What did the tax collector pray? (He asked God to 
forgive him.)

4. Whose prayer was God happy with? (the tax 
collector’s)

5. Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 
teach people about God.

SAY • The religious leader did not think he needed God’s 
forgiveness. The tax collector, on the other hand, 
knew he needed God’s forgiveness. Everyone has 
sinned. Jesus came to take the punishment we 
deserve for our sin by dying on the cross. We can ask 
God for forgiveness and God will forgive our sin.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Kingdom Kid” song 
• “Huge, Huge Crowd” 

song

SESSION TITLE: The Pharisee and the Tax Collector
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 18:9-14
MAIN POINT: Jesus taught about being humble.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

Large Group CLOSING
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SAY • God, thank You for teaching us what it means to be 
humble. We want to be humble like the tax collector 
and understand that we need You. Forgive us for our 
sin, and have mercy on us. Thank You for doing that 
through Jesus.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about our need to give everyone an opportunity to hear 
about God and be humble before Him. Let’s pray that God 
would send people to those who have never heard about 
Jesus. You may also show the “Scenes from Thailand” video.
SAY • Many people in Thailand pray to false gods because 

they have not heard of one true God who made 
them, loves them, and sent Jesus to die for them. 
Let’s pray that God would show the people of 
Thailand that they can have a relationship with Him 
through Jesus.

Make confession cards
Provide construction paper and crayons for the children 
to draw a picture of something they want to ask God to 
forgive them for. Remind children that they can always ask 
God to forgive them for their wrong choices.
SAY • Jesus taught about being humble. The tax collector 

was humble because he knew he was a sinner and 
asked God for forgiveness. All of us sin, and we need 
God to forgive us through His Son, Jesus.

• “Scenes from 
Thailand” video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child

• construction paper
• crayons
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6

Leader BIBLE STUDY

A couple of days after Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem 
and the day after He cleansed the temple, Jesus returned to 
the temple complex and began teaching. The chief priests 
and elders questioned Jesus. “Who gave You this authority?” 
they asked. These religious leaders did not want to believe 
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. So Jesus told 
them parables to get them thinking and to teach them 
about Himself.

The Wicked Tenants

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21:33-45
MAIN POINT: God will judge those who do not follow Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 60

SMALL GROUP 
ACTIVITIES 

(25–30 MINUTES)
PAGE 62

LARGE GROUP 
CLOSING

(10+ MINUTES)
PAGE 64

UNIT 22
Session 6

Unit 22 • Session 6
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The parable of the wicked tenants illustrates the story 
of Israel’s history. As you teach preschoolers, help them 
connect the story to what happened in Israel’s history. First, 
the landowner is God the Father. He chose to bless the 
world through Abraham’s family, the people of Israel. The 
vineyard is Israel.

The tenants are the leaders of Israel. Throughout history, 
God sent the Old Testament prophets to speak to God’s 
people. But they did not listen to the prophets. Like the 
tenants of the vineyard, Israel’s leaders persecuted the 
prophets. So God the Father sent His Son, Jesus. Jesus knew 
that the people were going to kill Him like the tenants 
killed the landowner’s son.

Jesus led the leaders to conclude themselves what would be 
fair: that the landowner would punish the tenants and find 
workers who respect Him. God too is just. God will judge 
those who reject Jesus. He planned to choose a people who 
respect and trust Him—those who have faith—and form a 
community of believers from every nation to live under His 
righteous leadership.

Those who encounter Jesus can either accept and trust Him 
or walk away and reject Him. No one who meets Jesus will 
walk away unchanged. Pray that God would change the 
hearts of the children you teach so that they would come 
to trust in Jesus, the Son of the loving and just Master, who 
wants everyone to come to repentance. (2 Pet. 3:9)

Additional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.
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The Wicked Tenants
Matthew 21:33-45

Jesus was teaching religious leaders in the temple. He 
told them a story. “A man planted a vineyard on his land 
to grow grapes. He built a wall around the vineyard and dug 
a pit for crushing grapes. He also built a tower. The man 
chose some workers to take care of the vineyard, and he 
went away on a trip.

“When it was time to collect the grapes, the man sent 
some servants to the vineyard. But the workers grabbed 
the servants. They hit one servant, killed another, and 
threw stones at a third servant.

“So the man sent more servants to the vineyard, but 
the workers hurt them, too.

“Finally, the man sent his son. He thought the 
workers would respect his son, but the workers pushed 
the son out of the vineyard and killed him.”

After Jesus told this story, he asked the religious 
leaders a question. “What do you think the man should 
do to those workers?”

The religious leaders said, “They should be punished! 
The man should find workers who respect him.”

Jesus reminded them of a story in the Book of Psalms 
about builders who got rid of a stone that was important for 
building. Jesus said that the religious leaders were like those 
builders, and Jesus was like the stone. The religious leaders 
who rejected Jesus had made a big mistake. Jesus was 
the most important, and God was going to punish those 
who rejected Him. God had a plan to use people who 
accepted Jesus to build His kingdom.

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Build with 
blocks: Use blocks 
to illustrate as you 
tell the part of the 
story where Jesus 
explained that 
He was like the 
important stone 
for building. Build 
a block tower and 
show preschoolers 
what happens when 
you remove a block 
from the bottom.  

• Draw the Bible 
story: Use a dry 
erase board to draw 
a stick figure to 
represent each Bible 
person in the story as 
you come to them. 
When you come to 
the part where a 
servant was hurt or 
killed, erase the stick 
figure. When you 
draw the son, draw 
a cross over him 
before you erase Him 
to help preschoolers 
identify the son with 
Jesus.

The BIBLE STORY
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Christ Connection: Jesus told this story to teach the religious 
leaders about Himself. God sent His own Son, Jesus, to 
earth, but the religious leaders rejected Him. Jesus is the most 
important One of all. When we turn from sin and follow Jesus, 
we get to be part of God’s kingdom forever. 
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, 
sing an action song such as “I Love to Learn about God” to 
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship 
by leading preschoolers in “Kingdom Kid.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Bring in a variety of clothing items or accessories. Hold up 
each item one at a time. Ask the children for a thumbs-up if 
they want you to put on the item or a thumbs-down if they 
do not.
SAY • Some of you liked the [clothing], but some of you 

rejected it. To reject something means you don’t like 
it and want it gone. In today’s parable, the workers 
rejected their boss’s wishes. Jesus also taught that 
some people would reject Him. 

Open your Bible to Matthew 21. Show the video or tell 
the Bible story using the provided storytelling tips. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Cut a crown shape from construction paper and place it at 
Mark 6:34 in your Bible. Invite a few volunteers to come up 

• “I Love to Learn 
about God” song

• “Kingdom Kid” song 

• Bible
• silly clothing or 

accessories
• “The Wicked 

Tenants” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• construction paper 
• scissors
• Key Passage Poster
• “Huge, Huge 

Crowd” song

SESSION TITLE: The Wicked Tenants
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21:33-45
MAIN POINT: God will judge those who do not follow Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.
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one at a time and open the Bible to the key passage.
SAY • Jesus explained a truth about Himself that the 

religious leaders did not want to hear: Jesus is the 
Son of God, and they had rejected Him.

Sing the key passage song “Huge, Huge Crowd” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Who remembers the answer to our big picture 

question: Why did Jesus tell stories? [Take responses.] 
Jesus told stories to teach people about God. In 
today’s Bible story, Jesus told a story to show the 
religious leaders that God had sent Him to earth, but 
they rejected Him. They did not want to believe that 
Jesus was God’s Son who can save people from sin. 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus taught that God will judge those who do 

not follow Jesus. Jesus told this story to teach the 
religious leaders about Himself. God sent His own 
Son, Jesus, to earth, but the religious leaders rejected 
Him. Jesus is the most important One of all. When 
we turn from sin and follow Jesus, we get to be part 
of God’s kingdom forever!

Sing “Kingdom Kid” and “The One” as preschoolers move 
with the music. Prepare for prayer by singing “God, I Love 
You.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • Jesus, You came to earth, knowing people would 

reject You. We praise You today for how You died on 
the cross and rose again to save us from sin. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “Kingdom Kid” song
• “The One” song
• “God, I Love You” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: The Wicked Tenants
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21:33-45
MAIN POINT: God will judge those who do not follow Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Follow the vine
Use yarn to mark a path around the room. Wind yarn 
around chairs, under tables, and over any other obstacles 
in your space. Use tape to secure the path. Challenge 
preschoolers to follow the “vine” from one end to the other.
SAY •  God will judge those who do not follow Jesus. 

Jesus told the story about the vineyard workers to 
teach the religious leaders about Himself. God sent 
His Son, Jesus, to earth, but the religious leaders 
rejected Him. When we turn from sin and follow 
Jesus, we get to be part of God’s kingdom forever.

Gather grapes
Place the balls in the middle of the room. Tell preschoolers 
to pretend the balls are grapes. Form two groups on 
opposite sides of the room. Assign one color grape to each 
team. When you say “go,” children will run to the middle, 
grab their team’s color grapes, and place them in their team’s 
bucket. The first team to gather all their grapes wins!
SAY • Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to teach 

people about God. God had sent Jesus to earth, but 
the religious leaders rejected Him like the workers in 
the story rejected their boss.

• green or brown yarn 
• tape

LOW PREP

• Allergy Alert 
download

• 2 colors of balls
• buckets, 2
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Crush the grapes
Lead children to roll green and purple play dough into 
small balls to look like grapes. Direct preschoolers to “crush” 
the grapes by smashing the play dough on the table. 
SAY • At vineyards, grapes are picked and crushed to make 

a juice. Today’s parable took place at a vineyard. The 
vineyard workers rejected their boss’s servants and 
son. The religious leaders rejected Jesus, God’s Son. 
God will judge those who do not follow Jesus. 

Bubble wrap grapes
Cut bubble wrap to look like bunches of grapes. Assist 
preschoolers in painting their bunch purple or green and 
pressing it onto a sheet of construction paper. Write the 
main point on each preschooler’s artwork. 
SAY • Our story today took place at a vineyard, which 

is where grapes are grown. The vineyard workers 
rejected their boss’s servants and his son. Jesus told 
the story to show how the religious leaders had 
treated Him, God’s Son. God will judge those who 
do not follow Jesus. 

Busy builders
Provide plastic toy hammers, golf tees, and foam blocks. 
Demonstrate how to hammer a golf tee into the foam. 
Invite children to hammer the tees. 
SAY • Many people built things in our story today. The 

owner built a wall and a tower to protect his 
vineyard. Jesus talked about the cornerstone, which is 
the most important stone in a building. He said He 
is like the cornerstone. God will judge those who 
do not follow Jesus. 

 Transition to large group closing

•  green and purple 
play dough

• bubble wrap
• scissors (adult use)
• construction paper
• glue

• toy hammers
• golf tees
• foam blocks

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. What is a vineyard? (a place where grapes grow) 
2. Before the owner went away on his trip, what did 

he do? (hired workers to take care of the vineyard)
3. What did the workers do to the servants and the 

son? (hurt and killed them)
4. What did the religious leaders say should happen to 

the workers? (They should be punished!)
5. Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.
SAY • The religious leaders thought the workers should be 

punished for rejecting their boss’s son. They did not 
understand they were just like those workers! They 
had rejected God’s Son, Jesus, as the most important 
One of all. God will judge those who do not follow 
Jesus. If we turn from sin and follow Jesus, we get to 
be part of God’s kingdom forever.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Kingdom Kid” song 
• “Huge, Huge Crowd” 

song

SESSION TITLE: The Wicked Tenants
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 21:33-45
MAIN POINT: God will judge those who do not follow Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE: Mark 6:34
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to 

teach people about God.

Large Group CLOSING
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SAY • Jesus, You are the Son of God, the only One who can 
save us from our sins and the only One the kingdom 
of God is built upon. Show us who You are, so that 
we will not reject You. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how when they share the gospel they won’t know 
if someone will accept or reject it, but that is OK! God is 
happy when people tell others about the good news. You 
may also show the “They Matter to Jesus” video.
SAY • DJ and his family are missionaries in Canada, but 

the people they work with are from south Asia. Their 
friends Donald and Helen are missionaries in south 
Asia. Being a believer in south Asia is not easy, but 
Donald and Helen work hard to show people that 
God loves them. Let’s pray for more south Asians to 
know that God loves and accepts them.  

Review the parables
Provide the Bible story pictures from all the parable stories 
and tape them to the floor in a grid. When a child tosses a 
beanbag and it lands on a picture, ask questions about that 
story. Help the children recite the main point from that 
story.
SAY • Why did Jesus tell stories? Jesus told stories to teach 

us about God. What are some things these Bible 
stories tell us about God? 

• “They Matter to 
Jesus” video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child

• Bible Story Pictures 
from unit 22

• Main Point Posters 
from unit 22
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Unit 23: Jesus the Miracle-Worker

Unit Description:
Jesus’ miracles were part of His purpose in bringing glory to the Father. 
His miracles proved that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. They 
strengthened people’s faith and met people’s needs. Through Jesus, 
God did what is impossible for us to do on our own. He provided 
forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life.

Key Passage: 
John 20:31

Big Picture Question: 
Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed miracles to show He 
is God’s Son. 
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Unit 23: Jesus the Miracle-Worker

Session 1:
Bible Story: 
Jesus Turned Water to Wine
Bible Passage: 
John 2:1-12 
Main Point: 
Jesus turned water into wine.

Session 2: 
Bible Story: 
Jesus Provided Bread from 
Heaven
Bible Passage: 
Matthew 14:13-21; 
Mark 6:30-44; John 6:1-14
Main Point: 
Jesus fed 5,000 people.

Session 3:
Bible Story: 
Jesus Walked on Water
Bible Passage: 
Matthew 14:22-33
Main Point: 
Jesus walked on water.
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Jesus’ ministry had begun. He called disciples and traveled 
to the region of Galilee. Jesus spent His time on earth 
teaching and performing miracles, preparing for His 
ultimate mission: to die on the cross for the salvation of 
sinners. Jesus’ miracles were signs that pointed to greater 
truths about who Jesus is and why He had come.

John 2 records Jesus’ first miracle at a wedding in Cana. 
Jesus’ mother told Jesus that the wine had run out. 
Culturally, running out of wine was a big deal. Weddings 

Jesus Turned Water to Wine

BIBLE PASSAGE: John 2:1-12
MAIN POINT: Jesus turned water into wine.
KEY PASSAGE: John 20:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to show He is God’s Son.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 72

SMALL GROUP 
ACTIVITIES 

(25–30 MINUTES)
PAGE 74

LARGE GROUP 
CLOSING

(10+ MINUTES)
PAGE 76

UNIT 23
Session 1

Unit 23 • Session 1
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1
were important events, and the celebration could last a 
week. To run out of wine was a social disaster. But Jesus 
responded in a surprising way: “What has this concern of 
yours to do with Me, woman? My hour has not yet come” 
(John 2:4).

To understand Jesus’ answer, remember that Jesus’ miracles 
were not an end unto themselves. They were signs, pointing 
to something greater. When the wine ran out, Jesus turned 
water to wine to show that He is the Messiah, the Son of 
God.

Jesus offers us something greater than wine—Himself. Jesus 
is the true vine. On that day, His hour had not yet come. 
Jesus knew what lay ahead; to give us Himself, He would 
shed His own blood by dying on the cross for our sin.

When Jesus’ disciples witnessed His miracle, the jars of wine 
were not the focus of their awe and wonder. Through the 
miracle, Jesus displayed His glory and His disciples believed 
in Him. Jesus was driven by His Father’s plan—not to 
simply solve the problem of lacking wine, but to solve the 
deepest problem we face, the problem of sin.

As you teach preschoolers, point them beyond Jesus’ 
miracles to see Jesus for who He is. Jesus performed miracles 
to help people believe that He is the Messiah, the Son of 
God. Through His death and resurrection, Jesus provided 
what we need most—forgiveness and eternal life.
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Jesus Turned Water to Wine
John 2:1-12

One day, Jesus’ mother, Mary, went to a wedding 
feast. Jesus and His friends were there too. When the 
guests had finished all the wine, Mary told Jesus, “They 
do not have any more wine.”

Mary knew Jesus would help, so she told the servants to 
follow His instructions.

There were six large stone water jars at the feast. Jesus 
told the servants to fill the jars with water. The servants 
filled the jars to the top. Then Jesus said, “Now take some 
of the water out and give it to the man in charge of the 
feast.”

The servants did what Jesus said. The man in charge 
tasted the drink; the water had turned into wine! The 
man did not know where the wine had come from, but the 
servants knew that Jesus had done a miracle.

The man in charge called to the groom and said, 
“Usually the best wine is served first. Then, after the 
guests have finished it, the other wine is served. But you 
have kept the best for last!”

This was the first miracle Jesus did. It showed how 
great Jesus is, and Jesus’ friends believed in Him.

After the wedding feast, Jesus went to a town called 
Capernaum (kuh PUHR nay uhm) with His mother, 
brothers, and friends. They stayed there for a few days.

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use props: Gather 
six jars, a pitcher of 
water, and a cup. 
Fill the jars with 
water, pour a cup, 
and take a sip at the 
appropriate parts 
of the Bible story.  
When you finish the 
Bible story, show 
preschoolers that the 
water is still water. 
Point out that only 
Jesus could make 
water into wine.

• Act it out: Invite 
the children to act 
out the feelings of 
the people at the 
wedding feast. Pause 
to give preschoolers 
a chance to act out 
the emotions in each 
part of the story.  

The BIBLE STORY
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Christ Connection: Jesus did miracles to help people believe 
that He is the Son of God. Jesus has power over everything, and 
anyone who believes in Him will live with Him forever.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing 
an action song such as “Only One True God” to engage 
them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by 
leading preschoolers in “I Will Stand.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Use the giant timeline or big story circle to remind 
preschoolers of past Bible stories where God displayed His 
awesome power.
SAY • Do you know what a miracle is? A miracle is 

something done by God’s power that is normally 
impossible. Jesus is God’s Son and has the power to 
do miracles that no one else could ever do. Listen 
to this Bible story today to hear about Jesus’ first 
miracle! 

Open your Bible to John 2. Show the video or tell the Bible 
story using the provided storytelling tips. Use the bolded 
version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Write miracle on a strip of paper and place it at John 20:31 
in your Bible. Invite a few volunteers to come up one at a 

• “Only One True God” 
song

• “I Will Stand” song 

• Bible
• “Jesus Turned Water 

to Wine” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• strip of paper 
• marker
• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• “These Are Written” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Turned Water to Wine
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 2:1-12
MAIN POINT: Jesus turned water into wine.
KEY PASSAGE: John 20:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to show He is God’s Son.
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time and open your Bible to the key passage.
SAY • Our key passage tells us that Jesus’ followers wrote 

down His miracles so that we can believe that Jesus 
is God’s Son. Only Jesus could do these miracles 
because He is the Messiah, God’s Son. 

Sing the key passage song “These Are Written” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • This question I’m about to ask you will be our big 

picture question for the next few weeks. Why did 
Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed miracles 
to show He is God’s Son. Jesus wanted everyone to 
know that He is God’s Son so that they could know 
God sent Him to save people from sin. 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus turned water into wine. Jesus did miracles to 

help people believe that He is the Son of God. Jesus 
has power over everything, and anyone who believes 
in Him will live with Him forever. 

Sing “I Will Stand” and “My Joy Is in the Lord” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer 
by singing “His Name Is Jesus.” You may also collect an 
offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for giving us the Bible so that we can 

read about the miracles Jesus performed and we can 
know real stories about Jesus’ power. Thank You for 
sending Jesus to save us from our sin so that we can 
be with You forever. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “I Will Stand” song
• “My Joy Is in the 

Lord” song
• “His Name Is Jesus” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus Turned Water to Wine
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 2:1-12
MAIN POINT: Jesus turned water into wine.
KEY PASSAGE: John 20:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to show He is God’s Son.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Play “Simon Says”
Play “Simon Says” with preschoolers. Give commands, but 
remind preschoolers they need only obey commands that 
begin with “Simon Says.” If a command does not begin 
with “Simon Says,” they do not do it. Play as time allows.
SAY • In the Bible story today, Mary told the servants to do 

what Jesus said and follow His instructions. What 
happened when they followed Jesus’ instructions? 
Jesus performed a miracle! Jesus turned water into 
wine, and His friends believed He is God’s Son.    

“Turn” water to juice
Ask the preschoolers to sit around a table or in a circle 
on the floor. Fill a pitcher with water and show it to the 
children. Then pour in a packet of a powdered fruit drink 
mix that will change the color of the water. Stir the mix to 
dissolve the solution. Pour each child a small cup so they 
can taste the new fruit drink.  
SAY • How was I able to turn this water into a new drink? 

I used a drink mix to make juice. Jesus didn’t need a 
pre-mixed drink. Jesus turned water into wine with 
His power. Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus 
performed miracles to show He is God’s Son. 

LOW PREP

•  Allergy Alert 
download

• pitcher of water
• powdered fruit 

drink mix
• wooden spoon
• small cups
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Fill buckets with water
Set out six empty buckets. Fill another bucket with water 
and place it a distance away from the other buckets. Provide 
each child with a cup and instruct them to move water from 
the full bucket to one of the empty buckets. Go outside for 
this activity if weather permits.  
SAY • What did Jesus tell the servants to do at the wedding? 

He told them to fill six jars with water! What 
happened after the buckets were full of water? Jesus 
turned water into wine. Jesus has power over 
everything, and anyone who believes in Him will live 
with Him forever.

Throw a party
Invite preschoolers to set out plates, cups, napkins, and 
other party supplies. Play out a celebration. 
SAY • Jesus performed His first miracle we read about in the 

Bible at a wedding party! The host ran out of wine, 
so Jesus turned water into wine. Jesus did miracles 
to help people believe that He is the Son of God. 

Perform a trick
Fill a bowl or cup with water and sprinkle black pepper 
onto the water. Invite a volunteer to place her finger in the 
water and try to separate the pepper. Out of sight, rub soap 
on your fingers. Then dip your fingers in the water and 
pepper will separate. Explain the trick to the children. 
SAY • Jesus turned water into wine, but He didn’t do a 

trick. Jesus has power over everything because He 
is God’s Son! Anyone who believes in Him will live 
with Him forever.

Transition to large group closing

• water
• buckets, 7
• small cups
• towels (for spills)
• smocks

• party plates
• party cups
• party supplies
• toy food

• bowl or cup
• water
• black pepper
• soap

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. What ran out at the wedding feast? (wine) 
2. Why did Mary tell the servants to do what Jesus 

instructed? (Mary knew Jesus had power to help.)
3. What did Jesus tell the servants to do? (fill six jars 

with water)
4. What did Jesus do to the water? (Jesus turned 

water into wine.)
5. Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to show that He is God’s Son. 
SAY • When the wedding feast ran out of wine, Jesus proved 

that He is God’s Son by turning water into the best 
wine. This was Jesus’ first miracle in the Bible! Jesus 
did miracles to help people believe that He is the Son 
of God. Jesus has power over everything, and anyone 
who believes in Him will live with Him forever.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You so much for sending Your Son, Jesus, 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “I Will Stand” song 
• “These Are Written” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Turned Water to Wine
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 2:1-12
MAIN POINT: Jesus turned water into wine.
KEY PASSAGE: John 20:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to show He is God’s Son.

Large Group CLOSING
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to come and rescue us. Thank You for showing who 
Jesus is through miracles so that we will trust You 
more. Give us hearts that believe Jesus is Your Son 
and has the power to save us from sin. We love You. 
Amen. 

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
introduce the activity and the reasons for it. If you are 
not participating in a missions activity, talk about how 
important it is to tell others about Jesus so they can know 
that He is God’s Son and can save them from sin. You may 
also show the “Where Tourists Don’t Go” video.
SAY • John and Carmen Baynes are working hard to 

teach and train Christians living in the Outback of 
Australia. How cool is the artwork that the aboriginal 
people in Australia use to tell Bible stories? Let’s pray 
that God would show others that Jesus is His Son 
through these works of art. Let’s join with the Baynes 
and the other Christians there in praying that more 
aboriginal people will want to follow Jesus. 

Celebrate with music
Provide streamers for preschoolers to wave as music plays. 
SAY • Weddings are a time to celebrate! People celebrate 

with music and food and drink. In the Bible story 
today, Jesus was at a big wedding feast and they ran 
out of something to drink. So what did Jesus do to 
help? Jesus turned water into wine.  

• “Where Tourists 
Don’t Go” video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child

• streamers
• “I Will Stand” song  

(optional)
• “These Are Written” 

song (optional)
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Jesus’ disciples had been working hard, teaching people and 
healing them. Jesus called them to go away with Him to a 
desolate place so they could rest. By now, Jesus’ popularity 
was so great that finding a place to be alone was difficult. 
When Jesus and His disciples crossed the Sea of Galilee, the 
crowd of people were already waiting for them on the other 
side.

Jesus saw the crowds. He wasn’t frustrated or angry. He 

Jesus Provided Bread from Heaven

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:30-44; John 6:1-14
MAIN POINT: Jesus fed 5,000 people.
KEY PASSAGE: John 20:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to show He is God’s Son.
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didn’t tell them to go away. Instead, He had compassion 
on them because they were lost—like sheep without a 
shepherd. Jesus is the Good Shepherd who seeks and saves 
the lost. (See Luke 19:10; John 10:14.)

The miracle Jesus performed that evening—feeding 5,000 
men plus women and children—is the only miracle during 
Jesus’ earthly ministry that is recorded in all four Gospels. 
God was clearly at work. The same God who provided 
manna for the Israelites in the wilderness multiplied loaves 
and fish to satisfy the crowd.

But Jesus’ didn’t intend to only meet the people’s physical 
needs. He came to satisfy their spiritual needs as well. In 
John 6:35, Jesus said, “I am the bread of life.” He said that 
no one who comes to Him will ever be hungry, and no one 
who believes in Him will ever be thirsty again.

Jesus is the bread that came down from heaven. (See 
John 6:41.) God provided His Son as the perfect sacrifice 
to take away our sin. At the first Lord’s Supper, Jesus 
broke bread—a symbol of His death on the cross. (See 
Matt. 26:26.)

As you teach preschoolers this Bible story, help them know 
that God can and will provide for our needs. Kids can trust 
Him for their “daily bread.” (See Matt. 6:11.) God met our 
greatest need in giving us salvation through Jesus. Will He 
not graciously give us all things? (Rom. 8:32)
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Jesus Provided Bread from Heaven
Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:30-44; John 6:1-14

Jesus’ friends had been healing people and teaching 
them. They were working so hard, they did not even have 
time to eat! So Jesus said, “Let’s go to a quiet place and rest.”

Jesus and His friends got into a boat to cross the 
sea, but people ran along the shore and followed them. A 
crowd of people was waiting when Jesus and His friends 
got to the other side of the sea. Jesus saw the crowd, 
and He cared about the people. They needed someone 
to show them how to live and help them. So Jesus taught 
the people about God and His kingdom, and He healed 
people who were sick.

Now it was getting late, and Jesus’ friends came to 
Him and said, “Tell the people to go get something to 
eat.”

But Jesus said, “You give them something to eat.”
Jesus’ friends were confused. “We can’t feed this many 

people!” they said. “It would cost a lot of money to buy 
enough bread for them to eat.”

“How many loaves of bread do you have?” Jesus 
asked.

One of Jesus’ friends said, “A boy here has five loaves 
of bread and two fish, but that is not enough.”

Jesus told His friends to tell everyone to sit down. So all 
the people sat down on the grass. Jesus took the five loaves 
of bread and the two fish. He looked up to heaven, and 
then He blessed the bread. Then Jesus broke the bread 
and fish into pieces and gave it to His friends. They gave 
the food to the people, and everyone ate until they were 
full.

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use props: Print 
and cut out the 
“Loaves and Fish” 
printable. Place 
the loaves and fish 
in a basket. Ask a 
preschooler to bring 
you the basket at 
the appropriate 
time. Spread out 
the images in front 
of preschoolers. 
Consider using actual 
loaves of bread 
and rubber fish if 
available. 

• Act it out: Invite 
the children to act 
out the giant picnic. 
Pass a basket around 
as the children are 
sitting on the ground, 
and instruct them to 
pretend to eat bread 
and fish. 

The BIBLE STORY
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Then Jesus told His friends to collect any leftover 
food. They collected 12 baskets full of bread and fish! 
Jesus fed about five thousand men that day, plus women 
and children.

Christ Connection: Jesus gave the people food so they would 
not be hungry. The next day, Jesus said that He is the bread of 
life. (John 6:35) Only Jesus can give us everything we need. 
Jesus gives us forgiveness, friendship with God, and life forever 
with Him.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing 
an action song such as “Only One True God” to engage 
them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by 
leading preschoolers in “I Will Stand.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Spread out a picnic blanket and invite preschoolers to sit 
with you on the blanket to hear the story.
SAY • Have you ever been on a picnic with your family? 

Our Bible story today is about one giant picnic! 
Listen to hear how Jesus showed His power so that 
more than 5,000 people had enough food to eat!

Open your Bible to John 6. Show the video or tell the Bible 
story using the provided storytelling tips. Use the bolded 
version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Write miracle on a strip of paper and place it at John 20:31 
in your Bible. Invite a few volunteers to come up one at 
a time and open your Bible to the key passage. Remind 
preschoolers that a miracle is something done by God’s 
power that is normally impossible.

• “Only One True God” 
song

• “I Will Stand” song 

• Bible
• large picnic blanket
• “Jesus Provided 

Bread from Heaven” 
video (optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• strip of paper 
• marker
• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• “These Are Written” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Provided Bread from Heaven
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:30-44; John 6:1-14
MAIN POINT: Jesus fed 5,000 people.
KEY PASSAGE: John 20:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to show He is God’s Son.
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SAY • Jesus performed miracles so that the people around 
Him would know that He is the one true God. Our 
key passage reminds us that Jesus’ miracles were 
written in the Bible so that we will believe in Him. 

Sing the key passage song “These Are Written” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Let’s say our big picture question: Why did Jesus 

perform miracles? [Allow for responses.] Jesus 
performed miracles to show He is God’s Son. Jesus 
has power over everything because He is God’s Son. 
He showed His power by performing miracles like 
providing bread and fish for more than 5,000 people.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus fed 5,000 people to show that He is God’s 

Son. Jesus gave the people food so they would not be 
hungry. The next day, Jesus said that He is the bread 
of life. Only Jesus can give us everything we need. 
Jesus gives us forgiveness, friendship with God, and 
life forever with Him.

Sing “I Will Stand” and “The Love of God” as preschoolers 
move with the music. Prepare for prayer by singing “His 
Name Is Jesus.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for showing us that Jesus is the only 

One who can give us everything we need. He is the 
bread of life and gives us the best gift— forgiveness 
for our sin so that we can be with You forever. Thank 
You for loving us and sending Jesus to save us. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “I Will Stand” song
• “The Love of God” 

song
• “His Name Is Jesus” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus Provided Bread from Heaven
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:30-44; John 6:1-14
MAIN POINT: Jesus fed 5,000 people.
KEY PASSAGE: John 20:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to show He is God’s Son.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Make loaves and fishes
Provide the preschoolers with molding clay or play dough. 
Invite them to make fish and loaves of bread with the clay. 
SAY • You were able to make a lot of fish and a lot of 

loaves of bread, but can you make enough for 5,000 
people? Only Jesus had the power to make a lot of 
food from a little food because He is God’s Son. 
Jesus fed 5,000 people. 

Break down bread
Provide one small loaf of bread for the leader to pass out to 
the class. Use the “Say” dialogue to explain the break down 
of needing to split the loaf of bread between the class, then 
the church, and then 5,000 people. Invite preschooler to 
break the bread into tiny pieces.
SAY • If we split this loaf of bread between our class, we 

would each get one whole slice. But what if we 
split this one loaf between the entire church? Then 
we would each get a tiny piece of bread! Jesus fed 
5,000 people with five loaves and two fish and 
everyone was full. They even had leftovers! Jesus gives 
us everything we need. Jesus gives us forgiveness, 
friendship with God, and life forever with Him.

• play dough or 
modeling clay

LOW PREP

• small loaf of bread
• Allergy Alert 

download
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Play out serving a meal
Provide children with toy food, pots, and plates. Invite 
preschoolers to play out making dinner and serving the 
meal.
SAY • Could you imagine what it would be like to make 

dinner for 5,000 people? Where would we get that 
much food? How long would it take us to prepare? 
[Invite children to respond.] Jesus fed 5,000 people.  
Jesus gave the people food so they would not be 
hungry. The next day, Jesus said that He is the bread 
of life. Only Jesus can give us everything we need.

Paddle across the sea
Place a blue sheet or tablecloth on the ground to represent 
the water. Invite one preschooler to sit on the sheet and 
pretend to be Jesus paddling across the sea to find rest. 
Instruct the rest of the class to run from one side of the sea 
to the other side and wait for Jesus. Allow preschoolers to 
take turns paddling.  
SAY • Jesus and His friends were working so hard. Jesus 

said, “Let’s go to a quiet place and rest.” But the 
people followed Him because they needed Him. 
Jesus fed 5,000 people instead of resting with His 
friends because He loves people so much!  

Draw a picnic basket
Provide a “Loaves and Fish” printable for each preschooler. 
Lead preschoolers to count the loaves and fish as they glue 
them to a piece of paper. Guide preschoolers to draw a 
picnic basket around the images with a crayon or marker. 
SAY • Jesus fed 5,000 people with only five loaves of bread 

and two fish!  

Transition to large group closing

• toy food
• toy pots and pans
• toy utensils 

• blue sheet or 
tablecloth

• “Loaves and Fish” 
printable

• blunt-tipped 
scissors

• glue
• construction paper
• crayons or markers

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Why was Jesus in a boat going across the sea? (He 
and His friends needed to rest.) 

2. Who waited for Jesus on the other side? (a crowd)
3. How did Jesus feel about the people? (He cared 

about them, taught them, and healed them.)
4. How much food did Jesus have to give the people? 

(five loaves of bread and two fish)
5. What did Jesus do after He prayed? (Jesus fed 

5,000 people.)
6. Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to show He is God’s Son. 
SAY • Jesus gave the people food so they would not be 

hungry. The next day, Jesus said that He is the bread 
of life. Only Jesus can give us everything we need. 
Jesus gives us forgiveness, friendship with God, and 
life forever with Him.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “I Will Stand” song 
• “These Are Written” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Provided Bread from Heaven
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:30-44; John 6:1-14
MAIN POINT: Jesus fed 5,000 people.
KEY PASSAGE: John 20:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to show He is God’s Son.

Large Group CLOSING
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SAY • God, thank You for sending Jesus to provide for all of 
our needs. Thank You for sending such a caring and 
loving Rescuer to come and save us from sin. Jesus is 
the bread of life and only He can give us all that we 
need. Thank You, God! Amen. 

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how important it is to tell others that Jesus is 
God’s Son and that He loves them. You may also show the 
“Martial Missionary” video.
SAY • The Wilson family has started a new church in 

Pennsylvania called The Connection. The dad, Ron,  
uses his talent of Kung Fu to build relationships with 
people so he can tell them about Jesus. The whole 
family works together using their talents to serve the 
church. What are some talents God has given you 
that you could use to tell others about Jesus? 

Follow the leader
Instruct the children to stand in a line behind one of the 
adult leaders. Invite children to follow the leader no matter 
where they go and copy what they do. Lead the children 
around the classroom in a zigzag pattern and jump, skip, or 
hop every so often. 
SAY • Five thousand people followed Jesus all the way 

around the sea. They needed Jesus, and He cared 
for them. Jesus fed 5,000 people. Jesus’ miracles 
showed that He is the Son of God.

• “Martial Missionary” 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child
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Jesus had just fed more than 5,000 people on the shores 
of the Sea of Galilee. After sending away the people and 
directing His disciples to go back across the sea, Jesus went 
to a mountain to pray. It was late, and He sought to be 
alone with His Father. Jesus was preparing to fulfill His 
Father’s plan. Before long, He would die on the cross and 
rescue people from their sin.

While Jesus prayed, the disciples struggled to cross the sea. 

Jesus Walked on Water

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 14:22-33
MAIN POINT: Jesus walked on water.
KEY PASSAGE: John 20:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to show He is God’s Son.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 92

SMALL GROUP 
ACTIVITIES 

(25–30 MINUTES)
PAGE 94

LARGE GROUP 
CLOSING

(10+ MINUTES)
PAGE 96

UNIT 23
Session 3

Unit 23 • Session 3

88 Preschool Worship Guide
Unit 23 • Session 3



head1 (Use character style 
“head1a” after first word)

body_no_indentAdditional 
resources for 
each session 

are available at 
gospelproject.com.  
For free training 
and session-by-

session help, 
visit http://www.
ministrygrid.com/

web/thegospelproject.
3

A storm came and tossed their boat up and down. They 
didn’t make any progress against the waves. Then, in the 
early morning hours, they saw a figure walking toward them 
on the water. They thought it was a ghost, but it was Jesus!

Peter asked Jesus for permission to come out on the water, 
and Jesus called to him. Peter walked on the water too—
until he remembered the storm. Peter took his eyes off of 
Jesus and he began to sink. Peter cried out to Jesus, “Save 
me!”

Jesus took Peter by the hand and got in the boat. The wind 
and waves calmed. Though Peter had doubted, the disciples 
worshiped Jesus. Clearly He was no ordinary man; this was 
the Son of God—the promised Messiah!

Jesus proved that He can be trusted. His miracles, teaching, 
death, and resurrection showed that He is who He says He 
is. As you teach preschoolers, encourage them to look to 
Jesus in faith every day. We can seek Him for our salvation 
and for help as we live in this world. Even in the midst of 
fear and doubt, we can hold out our empty hands and cry, 
“Lord, save me!” He will answer, and we can respond in 
worship of our Lord and Savior.
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Jesus Walked on Water
Matthew 14:22-33

Jesus had been teaching people by the sea. It was getting 
late, so He told His friends to get into a boat and go to 
the other side of the sea. Jesus went up on a mountain to 
pray by Himself.

That evening, the boat was far from the shore when 
the wind started to blow. Big waves tossed the boat up 
and down. Jesus was still on the mountain alone.

In the middle of the night, Jesus walked on the sea 
toward His friends. When His friends saw Jesus, they 
were very afraid!

“It’s a ghost!” they cried.
Jesus spoke to them right away. “Don’t be afraid,” He 

said. “It’s Me!”
Jesus’ friend Peter said, “Lord, if it really is You, tell 

me to come to You on the water.”
So Jesus said, “Come!”
Peter got out of the boat. He started walking on the 

water toward Jesus. But then Peter saw how windy it was, 
and he was afraid. Peter began to sink into the water.

“Lord, save me!” Peter cried.
Jesus reached out and grabbed Peter. “Why didn’t you 

trust Me?” Jesus asked.
They got into the boat and the wind stopped. 

Everyone in the boat worshiped Jesus. “You really are the 
Son of God,” they said.

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use puppets: 
Use puppets to tell 
the story. Make a 
puppet for Jesus, 
Peter, and the boat. 
Invite preschoolers to 
make wind sounds at 
appropriate moments 
as you tell the Bible 
story.

• Engage the 
senses: Download 
a wind and waves 
sound effect to play 
in the background 
as you tell the 
Bible story. Show a 
photograph of a boat 
on turbulent waters. 
Enlist adult leaders to 
spray mist in front of 
children with spray 
bottles of water.

The BIBLE STORY
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Christ Connection: Jesus showed that we can trust Him. His 
life, death, and resurrection showed that Jesus is who He says 
He is. When we look to Jesus and trust Him, He will save us 
from our sin.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing 
an action song such as “Only One True God” to engage 
them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by 
leading preschoolers in “I Will Stand.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Wear swimming goggles, a swimming hat, or arm floaties as 
the children gather for the Bible story.
SAY • When you jump in a swimming pool, do you sink to 

the bottom or float at the top? We are heavier than 
water, so we sink! That’s why we learn how to swim 
or wear floaties. Let’s listen to a time when Jesus 
walked on water instead of sinking!

Open your Bible to Matthew 14. Show the video or tell 
the Bible story using the provided storytelling tips. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers. 

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Write miracle on a strip of paper and place it at John 20:31 
in your Bible. Invite a few volunteers to come up one at 
a time and open your Bible to the key passage. Remind 
preschoolers that a miracle is something done by God’s 

• “Only One True God” 
song

• “I Will Stand” song 

• Bible
• swim gear
• “Jesus Walked 

on Water” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• strip of paper 
• marker
• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• “These Are Written” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Walked on Water
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 14:22-33
MAIN POINT: Jesus walked on water.
KEY PASSAGE: John 20:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to show He is God’s Son.
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power that is normally impossible.
SAY • Jesus is powerful because He is God’s Son! Our key 

passage tells us that all of these stories about Jesus are 
written in the Bible so that we might believe in Jesus’ 
power and believe that He is God’s Son. 

Sing the key passage song “These Are Written” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Let’s say our big picture question: Why did Jesus 

perform miracles? Jesus performed miracles to 
show He is God’s Son. Jesus is God’s Son. When He 
walked on water, Jesus showed us that we can trust 
Him like Peter trusted Him when he stepped out of 
the boat. When we are afraid like Peter, He helps us 
when we call out to Him.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus walked on water and showed that we can trust 

Him. His life, death, and resurrection showed that 
Jesus is who He says He is. When we look to Jesus 
and trust Him, He will save us from our sin.

Sing “I Will Stand” and “My Joy Is in the Lord” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer 
by singing “His Name Is Jesus.” You may also collect an 
offering.
SAY • God, thank You that we can trust Jesus, Your Son, to 

help us and to save us from our sin. He is powerful 
because You are powerful. Give us hearts that love 
You and trust You with our lives. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “I Will Stand” song
• “My Joy Is in the 

Lord” song
• “His Name Is Jesus” 

song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus Walked on Water
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 14:22-33
MAIN POINT: Jesus walked on water.
KEY PASSAGE: John 20:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to show He is God’s Son.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Jesus is more powerful than …
Tell children that you will ask yes or no questions. Children 
should move to one side of the room if the answer to the 
question is “yes” and to the other side of the room if the 
answer is “no.” Ask the question “Is Jesus more powerful 
than …” naming different things each time. Bring 
preschoolers back to the center of the room after they 
answer each question. Use the suggestions in the margin or 
create your own. The answer will always be yes. 
SAY • Is Jesus more powerful than the wind and water? Yes! 

Jesus walked on water. When we look to Jesus and 
trust Him, He will save us from our sin.

Play out the Bible story
Pretend to be Jesus and stand on one end of a blue 
tablecloth. Choose a preschooler to walk to the sheet and 
say, “Jesus, tell me to come to You on the water.” Reply, 
“come.” Invite the child to walk across the sheet to you 
keeping his eyes on you the whole time. If the child looks 
away, reach out your hand and bring the child across.
SAY • Not only did Jesus walk on water, but He also 

reached out and grabbed Peter when Peter started 

Suggestions: 
• an alligator
• the strongest man 

in the world 
• bad guys
• your dad
• a policeman 

LOW PREP

• blue tablecloth
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sinking. When we look to Jesus and trust Him, He 
will save us from our sin.

Predict will it float?
 Provide a bucket of water and a variety of toys for the 
preschoolers to place in the water. Invite the children to 
guess which toys will sink and which will float.  
SAY • Jesus did not sink in water. Jesus walked on water! 

We can trust Jesus. His life, death, and resurrection 
show that Jesus is who He says He is. When we look 
to Jesus and trust Him, He will save us from our sin.

Make sea art
Provide preschoolers with blue tissue paper and adhesive 
dots. Help preschoolers glue pieces of tissue paper to a piece 
of construction paper to create a sea. You may also print 
a “Jesus and Peter” printable for each child to cut out and 
glue on top of their sea art. Write the main point on each 
preschooler’s artwork. 
SAY •  Jesus walked on water to show His friends that He 

can be trusted. Jesus is God’s Son. When we look to 
Jesus and trust Him, He will save us from our sin.

Sing a song
Provide shakers and musical instruments. Play the unit 
theme song, “I Will Stand” and invite preschoolers to sing, 
dance, and play instruments with the song. 
SAY •  After Jesus walked on water and saved Peter, His 

friends worshiped Him as God’s Son. Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection show that Jesus is who He 
says He is.

Transition to large group closing

• bucket of water
• variety of toys

• blue tissue paper
• adhesive dots
• construction paper
• crayons and 

markers
• “Jesus and Peter” 

printable (optional) 
• blunt-tipped 

scissors (optional) 

• “I Will Stand” song
• shakers
• musical instruments

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Why were Jesus friends afraid when they saw Him? 
(Jesus walked on water, and people cannot walk on 
water!) 

2. When Peter asked to walk to Jesus what happened? 
(Jesus allowed Peter to walk on the water as well.)

3. Why did Peter begin to sink in the water? (Peter 
was afraid of the wind.)

4. What happened when Peter asked Jesus to save 
him? (Jesus reached out, grabbed Peter, and saved 
him.)

5. Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 
miracles to show He is God’s Son.

SAY • Jesus showed that we can trust Him. His life, death, 
and resurrection showed that Jesus is who He says 
He is. When we look to Jesus and trust Him, He will 
save us from our sin.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “I Will Stand” song 
• “These Are Written” 

song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Walked on Water
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 14:22-33
MAIN POINT: Jesus walked on water.
KEY PASSAGE: John 20:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why did Jesus perform miracles? Jesus performed 

miracles to show He is God’s Son.

Large Group CLOSING
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SAY • God, thank You for sending Jesus to save us. He is a 
Savior we can trust with our lives. Help us to look to 
Him to save us from our sin. Amen. 

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how some people do not know who Jesus is and 
that Jesus can save them. We must tell others that Jesus 
is God’s Son and can rescue them from sin. You may also 
show the “Life on the Lake” video.
SAY • The floating homes in Cambodia are so cool! People 

travel in boats instead of walking down the street. Do 
you think you could paddle a boat like the kids who 
live on Tonle Sap Lake? Even though they live very 
differently from us, these people are like us in many 
ways. We all need to be saved from sin, but most of 
these villagers do not know that God loves them. 
Let’s ask Jesus to show them that He loves them and 
wants to be their Savior.

Play out a boat ride
Push chairs together to make a long boat with a chair for 
each child. Invite everyone to sit in the boat and pretend 
to be in a storm by rocking back and forth, making wind 
sounds, swaying side to side, and so forth. 
SAY • When Jesus’ friends were in a boat in the middle of 

the big waves, who walked on water to them? Jesus 
walked on water!  

• “Life on the Lake” 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child

• chairs
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Unit 24: Jesus the Healer

Unit Description:
In the Old Testament, God described Himself as the Lord who heals. 
In His mercy, God gave the prophets Elijah and Elisha power to heal 
diseases and raise the dead. Jesus, as the only Son of God, is greater than 
the prophets. Jesus not only healed the sick and raised the dead, He also 
defeated sin and death once and for all when He died on the cross and 
rose again. Jesus will return one day and eliminate sickness and suffering 
forever.

Key Passage: 
Psalm 103:2-3

Big Picture Question: 
What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed people from sickness, sin, 
and death.
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Unit 24: Jesus the Healer

Session 1:
Bible Story: 
Four Friends Helped
Bible Passage: 
Mark 2:1-12 
Main Point: 
Jesus healed a man who could 
not walk. 

Session 2: 
Bible Story: 
Jesus Has Power Over Evil
Bible Passage: 
Mark 5:1-20
Main Point: 
Jesus healed a man with many 
evil spirits.

Session 3:
Bible Story: 
Jesus Healed a Woman and 
Raised a Girl
Bible Passage: 
Mark 5:21-43
Main Point: 
Jesus healed a woman and raised 
a girl from the dead. 

Session 4:
Bible Story: 
Jesus Raised Lazarus
Bible Passage: 
John 11:1-7,17-44
Main Point: 
Jesus raised Lazarus from the 
dead. 
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Leader BIBLE STUDY

Jesus was in Capernaum, a city on the Sea of Galilee. The 
Pharisees and scribes—teachers of the law—came to listen 
to Jesus’ teaching. They were curious about His message and 
wanted to make sure He was teaching things that were true. 
So many people came that they crowded the house; there 
was no more room.

That day, four friends came to see Jesus. The four men 
carried their friend who was paralyzed. Jesus had healed 
people before—even people who were paralyzed. (See 

Four Friends Helped

BIBLE PASSAGE: Mark 2:1-12
MAIN POINT: Jesus healed a man who could not walk.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 103:2-3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 104

SMALL GROUP 
ACTIVITIES 

(25–30 MINUTES)
PAGE 106

LARGE GROUP 
CLOSING

(10+ MINUTES)
PAGE 108

UNIT 24
Session 1

Unit 24 • Session 1
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Matt. 4:24; 8:6.) The men believed Jesus came from God, 
and He could heal people. So their faith led to action. 
Because the friends could not get through the crowd, they 
carried their friend to the roof and lowered him down to 
Jesus.

Jesus’ words to the man surprised the Pharisees and teachers 
of the law. Rather than saying, “Get up and walk,” Jesus 
said, “Your sins are forgiven.” The religious leaders kept 
quiet, but Jesus knew their thoughts. They accused Jesus of 
blasphemy, dishonoring God by claiming to do what only 
God can do. But Jesus did not blaspheme. He is God, and 
He has authority to forgive sins.

Jesus asked them, “Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are 
forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’?” Simply saying, 
“Your sins are forgiven,” seems to be the easier thing, but 
to actually forgive sins is harder, something only God can 
do. As God, Jesus has the power and authority to heal and 
forgive. And Jesus knew He would take the man’s sins upon 
Himself on the cross—an act of love that would cost Him 
His life.

Jesus healed the man who was paralyzed to prove to the 
religious leaders His power to forgive. Mark 2:12 records 
the crowd’s reaction: “They were all astounded and gave 
glory to God, saying, ‘We have never seen anything like 
this!’”
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Four Friends Helped
Mark 2:1-12

Jesus had been traveling, and He went back to 
Capernaum (kuh PUHR nay uhm). When the people in 
the town heard that Jesus was home, they went to hear 
Him teach. So many people came to the house where 
Jesus was that there was no more room for anyone else.

Just then, four men came to the house. They were 
carrying their friend on a mat because he could not 
walk. Jesus had healed other people, and the four men 
wanted Jesus to heal their friend too. But there were so 
many people in the house that the men could not get to 
Jesus. So they took their friend up to the roof and took 
off the roof above Jesus. Then they lowered their friend 
right down to Jesus.

Jesus saw what the men were doing. He was happy 
because they had faith; they believed Jesus could help 
their friend who couldn’t walk. Jesus spoke to the man 
lying on the mat. He said, “Young man, your sins are 
forgiven!”

The religious leaders heard what Jesus said, and 
they thought, Who does Jesus think He is? He is being 
disrespectful to God! Only God can forgive sins. Of 
course, the religious leaders were right. Only God can 
forgive sins. What they did not know is that Jesus is 
God—God the Son!

Jesus knew what the religious leaders were thinking. 
He said to them, “Why are you thinking like that? Is it 
easier for Me to say to this man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ 
or ‘Get up and walk’?”

As God’s Son, Jesus has the power to forgive people’s 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Invite a guest 
storyteller: 
Consider inviting 
guest storytellers for 
each session in this 
unit to tell the story 
from the perspective 
of the person who 
was healed. For 
this session, invite 
a male guest to 
dress in Bible times 
clothing and tell 
the Bible story from 
the perspective of 
the man who was 
healed. 

• Act it out: Invite 
preschoolers to 
lay down like the 
man who could not 
walk.  When Jesus 
tells the man to get 
up and go home, 
tell preschoolers to 
stand up and walk to 
another area in the 
room. 

The BIBLE STORY
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sins. But how could He prove that the man’s sins were really 
forgiven? So Jesus showed His power on earth too. He 
turned to the man on the mat and said, “Get up. Pick up 
your mat and go home.”

The man who had been unable to walk got up right 
away. He picked up his mat and went home, just like 
Jesus told him to do. Jesus had healed the man!

Everyone in the crowd praised God and said, “We 
have never seen anything like this!”

Christ Connection: The man who was paralyzed needed 
to be healed. First, Jesus forgave the man’s sins. Jesus showed 
that He can forgive sins because He is God. Then Jesus healed 
the man so he could walk. Jesus has the power to heal and to 
forgive sins.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing 
an action song such as “More Than Just a Good Man” to 
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship 
by leading preschoolers in “Jesus Is the Healer.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Hold up a first aid kit and a Bible. 
SAY • Who can tell me what these are? [Allow preschoolers to 

answer.] Yes, this is a first aid kit. There are bandages 
and medicines in here that can help people who are 
injured or sick. And this is a Bible. We are going 
to read a story today out of the Book of Mark in 
the Bible where Jesus healed a man without using 
anything in a first aid kit.

Open your Bible to Mark 2. Show the video or tell the 
Bible story using the provided storytelling tips. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place an adhesive bandage or strip of gauze at 
Psalm 103:2-3. Invite a few volunteers to come up one at a 
time and open your Bible to the key passage.

• “More Than Just a 
Good Man” song

• “Jesus Is the Healer” 
song 

• Bible
• first aid kit
• “Four Friends 

Helped” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• adhesive bandage 

or strip of gauze
• Key Passage Poster
• “Praise the Lord, My 

Soul” song

SESSION TITLE: Four Friends Helped
BIBLE PASSAGE: Mark 2:1-12
MAIN POINT: Jesus healed a man who could not walk.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 103:2-3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death.
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SAY • In Psalm 103:2-3 the Bible says that Jesus forgives 
sins and heals diseases, just like in our Bible story. 
Only Jesus has power to do that.

Sing the key passage song “Praise the Lord, My Soul” 
together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Our big picture question asks, What did Jesus heal 

people from? Jesus healed people from sickness, sin, 
and death. In this Bible story we learned that Jesus 
first forgave the man’s sins and then He healed his 
body so that He could walk. Jesus has the power to 
heal and forgive sin because He is God’s Son.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus healed a man who could not walk. The man 

who was paralyzed needed to be healed. First, Jesus 
forgave the man’s sins. Jesus showed that He can 
forgive sins because He is God. Then Jesus healed the 
man so he could walk. Jesus has the power to heal 
and to forgive sins.

Sing “Jesus Is the Healer” and “God Can Do Anything.” 
Prepare for prayer by singing “I Give All My Thanks to 
You.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for sending Jesus to heal the man 

who could not walk. Jesus could forgive the man’s 
sins and heal him because He is Your Son. Thank 
You for loving us enough to send Jesus to forgive our 
sin and heal us. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “Jesus Is the Healer” 

song
• “God Can Do 

Anything” song
• “I Give All My 

Thanks to You” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Four Friends Helped
BIBLE PASSAGE: Mark 2:1-12
MAIN POINT: Jesus healed a man who could not walk.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 103:2-3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Jump for joy
Instruct preschoolers to squat down with their hands 
touching the floor and when you turn on music, they jump 
up and down. Repeat several times changing what they do 
when they hear the music, such as spinning for joy, dancing 
for joy, skipping for joy, and so forth. Remind children than 
after Jesus forgave the man and healed him, he could jump, 
dance, skip, and run!
SAY • In our Bible story, Jesus healed a man who could 

not walk. Jesus has the power to heal because He is 
God’s Son. Only Jesus can heal and forgive. 

Pray for friends
Invite preschoolers to name four of their friends. Suggest 
siblings or other children in the class if a preschooler cannot 
think of a name. Guide preschoolers to draw a pictures of 
the friends they named. Encourage preschoolers to hold up 
their picture while you say a prayer for each of their friends.
SAY • Four friends took their friend who could not walk 

to Jesus. Jesus healed a man who could not walk. 
When we pray for our friends, we are asking Jesus 
to help them like Jesus helped the man in our Bible 
story. 

• “Jesus Is the Healer” 
song (optional)

• “Praise the Lord, 
My Soul” song 
(optional)

LOW PREP

• paper 
• markers or crayons

LOW PREP
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Match shoes
Invite children to take off their shoes. Place all the shoes 
in a laundry basket in the middle of the floor. Challenge 
preschoolers to find the shoes that match and line up the 
matches on an exercise mat. Wash hands.
SAY • Shoes protect our feet as we walk. The man in our 

Bible story could not walk. His friends carried him to 
Jesus on a mat. The four friends lowered him down 
through the roof to where Jesus was. Jesus healed a 
man who could not walk and forgave his sin. Jesus 
told the man to pick up his mat and go home.

Make helping hands art
Trace a preschooler’s hands on a sheet of construction paper. 
At the top of the paper write I can use my hands and write to 
help my friends at the bottom of the paper. Invite children to 
decorate their helping hands with crayons or stickers. 
SAY • Four friends helped a man who could not walk get 

to Jesus. They believed Jesus could help their friend! 
Jesus had the power to heal and forgive the man’s sin 
because He is God’s Son. Jesus healed a man who 
could not walk. 

Decorate a house
Cut a hole in the top of a large cardboard box. Lead 
preschoolers to use markers to decorate the box like a 
house. Invite preschoolers to place the people figures on the 
washcloth and lower them through the hole in the roof.
SAY • Jesus healed a man who could not walk. His friends 

made a hole in the roof because they knew Jesus 
could help him! Jesus also forgave the man’s sin. 
Only Jesus can heal and forgive!

Transition to large group closing

• laundry basket
• exercise mat

Option: If you prefer 
preschoolers do not 
remove their shoes, 
bring some of your 
own shoes from 
home.

• crayons and 
markers

• stickers
• construction paper

•  blocks
• people figures 

(optional)

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. How many friends carried the man to Jesus? (four)
2. How did the friends get the man into the house? 

(They made a hole in the roof.)
3. What did Jesus say to the man? (Your sins are 

forgiven.) 
4. How could Jesus forgive the man’s sin and heal 

him? (Jesus is God’s Son.)
5. What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death.
SAY • Jesus healed a man who could not walk. The man 

who was paralyzed needed to be healed. First, Jesus 
forgave the man’s sins. Jesus showed that He can 
forgive sins because He is God. Then Jesus healed the 
man so he could walk. Jesus has the power to heal 
and to forgive sins.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, to heal 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Jesus Is the Healer” 

song 
• “Praise the Lord, My 

Soul” song

SESSION TITLE: Four Friends Helped
BIBLE PASSAGE: Mark 2:1-12
MAIN POINT: Jesus healed a man who could not walk.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 103:2-3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death.

Large Group CLOSING
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people from sickness, sin, and death. You are faithful 
and loving. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
introduce the activity and the reasons for it. If you are not 
planning a missions activity, talk about how the four friends 
brought the man to see Jesus. We can tell others about Jesus 
and how He can heal them from sin and death. You may 
also show the “Dentists on the Lake” video.
SAY • In this video, we heard about a village on the lake in 

Cambodia. There is only one person in the village 
who believes in Jesus. Let’s keep praying for him as 
he shares the love of Jesus with others in his area. 
We can also be praying for Hahn and Linh as they 
continue to provide medical help and share the 
gospel as well. 

Count to four
Gather small items such as buttons, beads, or pom-poms. 
Guide preschoolers to place four items in each muffin cup. 
Encourage them to sort the items by type, color, or size. 
SAY • Four friends took their friend who could not walk 

to Jesus. They knew Jesus could heal their friend. 
First, Jesus forgave the man’s sins. Jesus showed that 
He can forgive sins because He is God. Then Jesus 
healed the man so he could walk. Jesus has the power 
to heal and to forgive sins. What did Jesus heal 
people from? Jesus healed people from sickness, sin, 
and death.

• “Dentists on the 
Lake” video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child

• small items such 
as buttons, beads, 
pom-poms

• muffin pan
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Jesus had enemies. In the midst of His public ministry, the 
Jewish religious leaders began plotting to kill Him. (See 
Mark 3:6.) So one day, Jesus went to a land on the east side 
of the Sea of Galilee where Gentiles lived. Jesus’ mission to 
the Gentiles was not a backup plan after the Jews rejected 
Him; when Jesus was an infant, Simeon prophesied that His 
work would be for all people—both Jews and Gentiles. (See 
Luke 2:30-32.)

Jesus Has Power Over Evil

BIBLE PASSAGE: Mark 5:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus healed a man with many evil spirits.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 103:2-3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death.
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In that land was a man who needed help. An evil spirit was 
inside the man, and he suffered greatly. The people had 
tried to control the man by tying him up with chains, but 
the man broke free. So he lived alone in the tombs, crying 
out day and night.

When Jesus stepped ashore, the man ran to Him and 
kneeled down. Jesus commanded the evil spirit to come out 
of the man. Many evil spirits were in the man, and Jesus 
gave the evil spirits permission to go into a herd of pigs. 
They did, and the man was healed.

The healed man wanted to travel with Jesus, but Jesus told 
the man to go home to his own people and tell what the 
Lord had done for him. The man obeyed Jesus. He testified 
to the cities in that area about the Lord’s mercy, and the 
Gentiles were amazed.

Jesus is Lord over all things, good and evil. In His teaching, 
Jesus said, “If I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, 
then the kingdom of God has come to you” (Matt. 12:28). 
Jesus—as well as the Bible—is clear that Satan exists, and he 
and the demons work against God and His purposes.

Jesus came to earth to destroy the Devil by dying on the 
cross, and He was victorious. A battle between good and 
evil still rages on today, but the outcome has already been 
decided. Spoiler alert: Jesus wins. One day, Jesus will end 
evil forever.
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Jesus Has Power Over Evil
Mark 5:1-20

One day, Jesus and His friends traveled in a boat 
across the sea. They went to a place where a man lived 
who needed help.

Something was wrong with the man; he was not 
himself. He had an evil spirit inside him that made him 
hurt. People had tried to tie up the man with chains, but 
the man broke the chains. No one was strong enough to tie 
him up. He lived in the caves by himself. Every day and 
every night, the man cried out from the caves.

When Jesus got out of the boat, the man ran to meet 
Him. He got on his knees in front of Jesus. Jesus said to 
the evil spirit, “Come out of this man!”

The man cried out, and the evil spirit said, “What do 
You want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? 
Please do not punish me!”

Jesus asked the evil spirit, “What is your name?”
The evil spirit said, “My name is Legion.”
A legion was a large army that had many soldiers. The 

man had many evil spirits in him, and the evil spirits 
asked Jesus not to send them away. Nearby, a large herd 
of pigs was eating on a hillside. The evil spirits said, “If 
you send us away, please send us into those pigs.”

So Jesus allowed the evil spirits to leave the man and 
go into the pigs. All of the pigs ran down the hill and into 
the sea.

The men who took care of the pigs saw what 
happened, and they ran off and told everyone what Jesus 
had done. The people came out to see Jesus, and they 
saw the man who had lived in the caves. The man was all 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Invite a guest 
storyteller: 
Consider inviting 
guest storytellers for 
each session in this 
unit to tell the story 
from the perspective 
of the person who 
was healed. For 
this session, invite 
a male guest to 
dress in Bible times 
clothing and tell 
the Bible story from 
the perspective of 
the man who was 
healed. 

• Make it 
interactive: Invite 
preschoolers to make 
a sad face every time 
you say the word 
evil during the Bible 
story. Whenever 
you say Jesus, invite 
preschoolers to make 
a strong arm pose. 

The BIBLE STORY
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better. The people were afraid, and they asked Jesus to 
go away.

Jesus started to get back into the boat. The man who 
had lived in the caves said, “Can I go with You?” But 
Jesus said no. Jesus told the man to go home. “Tell your 
friends and family members how the Lord helped you,” 
Jesus said.

The man obeyed Jesus. He went home and told 
everyone what Jesus had done to help him, and the 
people were amazed.

Christ Connection: Jesus has power over evil. Only Jesus 
could help the man with the evil spirits. Jesus used His power to 
free the man. Jesus came to earth to free people from the power 
of sin. We can trust in Jesus to rescue us from sin and evil.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing 
an action song such as “More Than Just a Good Man” to 
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship 
by leading preschoolers in “Jesus Is the Healer.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Hold up a picture of a pig or a stuffed pig. Invite 
preschoolers to make pig sounds.
SAY • Last week we heard about how Jesus healed a man 

who could not walk. This week we are going to hear 
a story about how Jesus healed a man with many 
evil spirits. Jesus sent the spirits into a herd of pigs. 

Open your Bible to Mark 5. Show the video or tell the 
Bible story using the provided storytelling tips. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place an adhesive bandage or strip of gauze at 
Psalm 103:2-3. Invite a few volunteers to come up one at a 
time and open your Bible to the key passage.
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that Jesus forgives sins 

and heals diseases because He is God’s Son! We can 

• “More Than Just a 
Good Man” song

• “Jesus Is the Healer” 
song 

• picture or a pig or 
stuffed pig

• Bible
• “Jesus Has Power 

Over Evil” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• adhesive bandage 

or strip of gauze
• Key Passage Poster
• “Praise the Lord, My 

Soul” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Has Power Over Evil
BIBLE PASSAGE: Mark 5:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus healed a man with many evil spirits.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 103:2-3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death.
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praise Jesus for His power to heal and forgive!
Sing the key passage song “Praise the Lord, My Soul” 
together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Our big picture question is, What did Jesus heal 

people from? Our big picture answer is, Jesus healed 
people from sickness, sin, and death. Jesus has 
power over evil because He is God’s Son. God made 
everything, and He is in charge of everything He 
made. Jesus came to earth to free people from the 
power of sin.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus healed a man with many evil spirits. Jesus has 

power over evil. Only Jesus could help the man with 
the evil spirits. Jesus used His power to free the man. 
Jesus came to earth to free people from the power of 
sin. We can trust in Jesus to rescue us from sin and 
evil.

Sing “Jesus Is the Healer” and “That’s My God” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “I Give All My Thanks to You.” You may also 
collect an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, to earth 

to free us from the power of sin. Thank You for 
loving us that much. Help us to always trust that 
Jesus can rescue us from sin and evil. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “Jesus Is the Healer” 

song
• “That’s My God” 

song
• “I Give All My 

Thanks to You” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus Has Power Over Evil
BIBLE PASSAGE: Mark 5:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus healed a man with many evil spirits.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 103:2-3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Play “Jesus says”
Give commands to the preschoolers. Explain that children 
will follow the command only if you say “Jesus says” before 
the command. If you do not say “Jesus says,” they will not 
perform the command. For older preschoolers, a child who 
performs the wrong action will sit down.
SAY • Jesus healed a man with many evil spirits. He 

commanded the evil spirits to come out of the man, 
and the evil spirits obeyed! Jesus has power over evil.

Make a “Jesus is Stronger” book
Help a preschooler think of something or someone 
that Jesus is stronger than. Guide him to draw what he 
thought of on a sheet of paper. Repeat the process until 
the preschooler has at least three drawings. Write “Jesus is 
Stronger!” on a sheet of paper. Stack the paper on top of the 
preschooler’s drawings and staple the papers together. Cover 
the staples with decorative tape. Lead preschoolers to “read” 
their “Jesus is Stronger” books to each other. 
SAY • Jesus is the strongest of all! We do not have to be 

scared of anything because Jesus has power over 
everything, and He loves us! Jesus healed a man 
with many evil spirits. Jesus has power over evil.

• 
LOW PREP

•  paper 
• crayons or markers
• staples
• stapler
• decorative tape
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Play with transportation toys
Draw land, sky, and sea on a large sheet of paper. Place 
transportation toys in a bag. Invite a preschooler to pull a 
toy from the bag and decide where it is used (land, sky, or 
sea) and place it in the appropriate place on the drawing.
SAY •  Jesus knew only He could help the man with evil 

spirits, so He traveled on a boat across the sea to get 
to him. Jesus healed a man with many evil spirits. 
Jesus used His power to free the man.

Act out the Bible story
Allow preschoolers to choose different roles from the Bible 
story (Jesus, Jesus’ friends, man with evil spirits, pigs, men 
who took care of pigs, people the man told about Jesus) to 
act out. Tell the Bible story as they act it out. Repeat several 
times allowing preschoolers to play different parts. 
SAY • Jesus healed a man with many evil spirits. Jesus has 

power over evil. We can trust in Jesus to rescue us 
from sin and evil.

Make a happy/sad face
Guide preschoolers to draw a happy face on one side of a 
paper plate and a sad face on the other side. Glue a craft 
stick to the bottom of the plate. Ask preschoolers about 
different scenarios and guide them to hold up the side that 
represents how they would feel in that scenario.
SAY • Jesus healed a man with many evil spirits. The man 

in this story who had many evil spirits was sad and 
lonely before Jesus healed him. After Jesus healed 
him, the man was happy and wanted to go with 
Jesus. Jesus told him to tell everyone what He had 
done for him. 

Transition to large group closing

• large sheet of paper
• markers
• bag
• transportation toys

• 
LOW PREP

• paper plates, 
1 per child

• craft sticks
• crayons and 

markers

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. What was wrong with the man Jesus and His 
friends met? (He had evil spirits inside him.)

2. Could other people control the man? (no)
3. Where did the evil spirits go when Jesus sent them 

out of the man? (into a herd of pigs)
4. What did Jesus tell the man to do? (to go home and 

tell everyone how Jesus had healed him)
5. What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death.
SAY • Jesus healed a man with many evil spirits. Jesus has 

power over evil. Only Jesus could help the man with 
the evil spirits. Jesus used His power to free the man. 
Jesus came to earth to free people from the power of 
sin. We can trust in Jesus to rescue us from sin and 
evil.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus. Thank 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Jesus Is the Healer” 

song 
• “Praise the Lord, My 

Soul” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Has Power Over Evil
BIBLE PASSAGE: Mark 5:1-20
MAIN POINT: Jesus healed a man with many evil spirits.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 103:2-3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death.

 Large Group CLOSING
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You for loving us that much. Help us to always trust 
that Jesus can rescue us from sin and evil. We love 
You. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how much Jesus loves people and wants them to 
know and trust in Him. People like the man in the Bible 
story can be healed from sin and death if they trust in Jesus. 
You may also show the “Freedom Lessons” video.
SAY • In this video, we saw a story about Tiwan. She 

learned about Jesus while in prison. She asked Jesus 
to rescue her from sin. Now she works with other 
prisoners to teach them about Jesus. We can pray 
for the prison ministries in Thailand and around 
the world. We can pray that the men and women in 
prison would put their trust in Jesus to save them 
too. 

Stop and go animals
Play music. Call out an animal and guide the preschoolers 
to act like that animal as they walk/crawl around the room. 
Stop the music and command preschoolers to freeze. Then 
call out another animal and start music again.
SAY • Jesus healed a man with many evil spirits. Jesus 

made the evil spirits leave the man and go into pigs. 
Jesus has power over evil. We can trust Jesus to rescue 
us from sin and evil.

• “Freedom Lessons” 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child

• “Jesus Is the Healer” 
song (optional)

• “Praise the Lord, 
My Soul” song 
(optional)
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Jesus had just returned from the region of the Gerasenes, 
where He had healed a man with an unclean spirit. He 
crossed the Sea of Galilee and came on shore, where He 
was surrounded by a large crowd of people. News of Jesus’ 
teachings and healings was spreading, and people wanted to 
see Jesus. They wanted to learn from Him and be healed.

Jairus, a leader in the synagogue, came to Jesus in crisis. His 
daughter was at the point of death. Without Jesus’ help, she 

Jesus Healed a Woman and Raised a Girl

BIBLE PASSAGE: Mark 5:21-43
MAIN POINT: Jesus healed a woman and raised a girl from the dead.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 103:2-3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death.

LARGE GROUP 
WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
PAGE 124

SMALL GROUP 
ACTIVITIES 

(25–30 MINUTES)
PAGE 126

LARGE GROUP 
CLOSING

(10+ MINUTES)
PAGE 128
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would surely die. Jesus went with Jairus, but as He walked, 
a woman in the crowd came up behind Him and touched 
His robes. She too was desperate for healing. The woman 
believed that Jesus’ power was strong enough to heal her 
even if all she did was touch His robes. Because she had 
faith, Jesus healed her.

Imagine Jairus’s devastation when he heard that his 
daughter had died. The people suggested that Jesus was too 
late to help her, but Jesus proved them wrong. He went to 
Jairus’s house and raised the little girl from the dead.

Through His healing miracles, Jesus showed His power as 
the Messiah. Jesus died on the cross and rose again to save 
people from sin and death. When we trust in Jesus, God 
forgives our sin and changes us to be more like His Son.

As you teach preschoolers, point out that the woman and 
the father of the little girl came to Jesus in faith. They 
needed Jesus’ help, and they trusted in Jesus’ power to heal. 
After Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead, He 
ascended to heaven. Even though Jesus is not physically on 
earth today, we can pray and ask God to heal people who 
are sick. Whether or not God grants physical healing, we 
can rest knowing that He brings ultimate healing through 
His Son, Jesus.
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Jesus Healed a Woman and Raised a Girl
Mark 5:21-43

One day, Jesus was teaching people by the sea. A large 
crowd gathered around Him. Then a man named Jairus 
(JIGH ruhs), fell at Jesus’ feet. Jairus was a ruler in the 
synagogue, and He begged Jesus to help him.

“My daughter is very sick,” he said. “Please come 
touch her so she will be healed and live.”

Jesus went with Jairus, and the crowd followed. A 
woman in the crowd needed Jesus’ help, too. She had 
been bleeding for many years, but no doctors could help 
her. The woman believed Jesus could heal her, so she 
reached out and touched His clothes. All of a sudden, the 
woman’s bleeding stopped. She knew she was healed!

Jesus turned around and asked, “Who touched My 
clothes?” The woman came forward and fell before Jesus. 
She told Him what had happened.

Jesus said to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed 
you. Go in peace.”

While Jesus was talking to the woman, some men came 
from Jairus’s house. “Your daughter has died,” they said. 
“Leave Jesus alone.”

Jesus heard this news and told Jairus, “Do not be 
afraid. Just believe.”

Jesus went to Jairus’s house. The people there were 
crying loudly. Jesus said, “Why are you crying? The child 
is not dead. She is sleeping.”

The people laughed at Jesus because they thought He 
was wrong. Jesus took Jairus and his wife into the room 
where the child was. He held the girl’s hand and said, 
“Little girl, get up.”

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Invite a guest 
storyteller: 
Consider inviting 
guest storytellers for 
each session in this 
unit to tell the story 
from the perspective 
of the person who 
was healed. For 
this session, invite 
an older female or 
a teenage girl to 
dress in Bible times 
clothing and tell the 
Bible story from the 
perspective of the 
woman who was 
healed or Jairus’s 
daughter. You may 
also invite a male 
guest to tell the 
story from Jairus’s 
perspective.

• Use  props: Invite 
preschoolers to touch 
a robe when you 
come to the part of 
the Bible story where 
the woman touched 
Jesus’ clothes.

The BIBLE STORY
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The little girl got up and began walking around. 
Jairus and his wife were amazed! Jesus told them to 
give the girl some food and to not tell anyone what had 
happened.

Christ Connection: Jesus showed His power as the Messiah. 
He healed the woman and raised the girl from the dead. Jesus 
showed His power when He died on the cross and rose again to 
save people from sin and death. When we trust in Jesus, God 
forgives our sin and we will live with Him forever.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing 
an action song such as “More Than Just a Good Man” to 
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship 
by leading preschoolers in “Jesus Is the Healer.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Hold up a pair of binoculars or magnifying glass. Ask the 
preschoolers what the binocular/magnifying glasses help 
them do. 
SAY • These items help you see better. The Bible tells us 

that faith is believing without seeing. In today’s Bible 
story, a woman had faith that just touching Jesus’ 
clothes would heal her, and she was right! Let’s hear 
what happened.

Open your Bible to Mark 5. Show the video or tell the 
Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers. 

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place an adhesive bandage or strip of gauze at 
Psalm 103:2-3. Invite a few volunteers to come up one at a 
time and open your Bible to the key passage.

• “More Than Just a 
Good Man” song

• “Jesus Is the Healer” 
song 

• Bible
• binoculars or 

magnifying glass
• “Jesus Healed 

a Woman and 
Raised a Girl” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• adhesive bandage 

or strip of gauze
• Key Passage Poster
• “Praise the Lord, My 

Soul” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Healed a Woman and Raised a Girl
BIBLE PASSAGE: Mark 5:21-43
MAIN POINT: Jesus healed a woman and raised a girl from the dead.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 103:2-3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death.
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SAY • Jesus showed His power when He died on the cross 
and rose again to save people from sin and death. He 
is able to forgive all our sin; He is able to heal all our 
diseases. We should praise the Lord!

Sing the key passage song “Praise the Lord, My Soul” 
together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death. Jesus used His 
power to heal the woman and raise the girl from the 
dead. Jesus is God’s Son. When we trust in Him, we 
will live with Him forever!

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus healed a woman and raised a girl from the 

dead! Jesus showed His power as the Messiah when 
healed a woman and raised a girl from the dead. Jesus 
also showed His power when He died on the cross 
and rose again to save people from sin and death. 
When we trust in Jesus, God forgives our sin and we 
will live with Him forever.

Sing “Jesus Is the Healer” and “God Can Do Anything” 
as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer 
by singing “I Give All My Thanks to You.” You may also 
collect an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for Your amazing love. Thank You 

for sending Jesus to die on the cross to save us from 
sin and death. We love You. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “Jesus Is the Healer” 

song
• “God Can Do 

Anything” song
• “I Give All My 

Thanks to You” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus Healed a Woman and Raised a Girl
BIBLE PASSAGE: Mark 5:21-43
MAIN POINT: Jesus healed a woman and raised a girl from the dead.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 103:2-3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Pray for others
Invite preschoolers to sit in a circle on the floor. Go around 
the circle and ask preschoolers if they know anyone who 
needs prayer (family or friends). Pray with the preschoolers. 
Allow preschoolers to pray out loud in the circle if they feel 
comfortable.
SAY • Jesus healed a woman and raised a girl from the 

dead. When people are sick, we can pray that Jesus 
will heal them. When we trust in Jesus, God forgives 
our sin and we will live with Him forever. 

Walk by faith
Tell preschoolers to line up on side of the room. Place 
chairs, toys, and other objects on the floor to create an 
“obstacle” course. The first preschooler in line may wear 
a blindfold or close her eyes. An adult helper will lead the 
preschooler around the objects on the floor to the other side 
of the room. 
SAY • Jesus healed a woman and raised a girl from the 

dead. The woman and Jairus had faith that Jesus 
could help them. They trusted Jesus. When we trust 
in Jesus, He forgives our sin and we will live with 
Him forever.

LOW PREP

•  blindfold (optional)
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Serve friends a snack
Guide preschoolers to sit in a circle on the floor or at a 
table. Give one preschooler a snack to give to the child on 
his right. Then that child will pass it to his neighbor. This 
will continue until every preschooler has given and received 
a snack and water. 
SAY • Jesus healed a woman and raised a girl from the 

dead. When Jesus told Jairus’s daughter to get up, 
she began walking around. Jesus told them to give 
the girl some food and to not tell anyone what had 
happened.

Finger paint
Write The Touch of Jesus Heals on a sheet of heavyweight 
paper for each preschooler. Invite preschoolers to use their 
fingers to paint on their papers.
SAY • Jesus healed a woman and raised a girl from the 

dead. The woman just touched Jesus’ clothes and she 
was healed! When we trust in Jesus, God forgives our 
sin, and we will live with Him forever. 

Sing “Nothing but the Blood”
Teach preschoolers the first verse and chorus to “Nothing 
but the Blood.” If you are unfamiliar with the tune or lyrics, 
look them up online before the session. 
SAY • What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death. Jesus healed 
the woman’s body. Jesus raised Jairus’s daughter from 
the dead. Jesus died on the cross and rose again to 
save people from sin and death. 

Transition to large group closing

• Allergy Alert 
download

• snacks
• cups
• water

• heavyweight paper
• marker
• washable finger 

paint
• wet wipes (for 

cleanup)

• rhythm or musical 
instruments

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Whose daughter was very sick? (Jairus)
2. What did the woman do when Jesus passed by? 

(touched His clothes)
3. What did Jesus say healed the woman? (her faith)
4. What did Jesus do for Jairus’s daughter? (Jesus raised 

her from the dead.)
5. What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death.
SAY • Jesus showed His power as the Messiah. Jesus healed 

a woman and raised a girl from the dead. Jesus 
showed His power when He died on the cross and 
rose again to save people from sin and death. When 
we trust in Jesus, God forgives our sin and we will 
live with Him forever.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You for hearing our prayer and caring 

about our requests. Thank You for loving us and 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Jesus Is the Healer” 

song 
• “Praise the Lord, My 

Soul” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Healed a Woman and Raised a Girl
BIBLE PASSAGE: Mark 5:21-43
MAIN POINT: Jesus healed a woman and raised a girl from the dead.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 103:2-3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death.

Large Group CLOSING
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sending Your Son, Jesus, to die on the cross and rise 
again to save us from sin and death. You are a good 
and loving God. Help us to trust in You. We love 
You. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how the woman believed Jesus could heal her. 
Not everyone knows about Jesus and how He can heal 
people from sin and death. We can tell people the good 
news! You may also show the “Jesus People” video.
SAY • In this video, the Potters are helping people who are 

sick and telling them about Jesus. The Potters are 
loving their neighbors and caring for their needs. 
They realized that the people had hurting bodies and 
hurting hearts. While they are helping the people in 
need, they are telling them about Jesus. Praying and 
giving money to global missions are ways we can 
help missionaries, like the Potters, reach more and 
more people with the good news of Jesus.

How would you feel?
Ask preschoolers several questions and have them respond 
by making the appropriate facial expression. You can start 
with questions about themselves and then ask questions 
about the Bible story. 
SAY • Jairus was worried, then sad, then happy! Jesus healed 

a woman and raised a girl from the dead. We can 
praise Jesus for His awesome power!

• “Jesus People” video
• “Missions Prayer 

Cards” printable, 
1 per child
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Jesus received word that His friend Lazarus was sick. 
Lazarus was the brother of Mary and Martha. They lived in 
the town of Bethany, which was about two miles away from 
Jerusalem. Mary and Martha sent a message to Jesus, likely 
expecting Him to come right away.

Jesus loved Mary, Martha, and Lazarus; yet He stayed where 
He was, and Lazarus died. Why would Jesus do such a 
thing? Jesus said that Lazarus’ sickness was “for the glory of 
God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it” 

Jesus Raised Lazarus

BIBLE PASSAGE: John 11:1-7,17-44
MAIN POINT: Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 103:2-3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death.
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WORSHIP 

(15–20 MINUTES)
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(John 11:4). He said that He was glad He wasn’t there when 
Lazarus died so that the disciples may believe. (John 11:15) 
Jesus’ timing is always perfect, and He acts or doesn’t act so 
that God will be glorified. 

By the time Jesus arrived in Bethany, Lazarus had been in 
the tomb for four days. Martha went to meet Jesus. She said 
to Him, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother wouldn’t 
have died.” Jesus had shown His power to heal people who 
were sick. Even still, she believed He could do a miracle.

Jesus told Martha, “I am the resurrection and the life” 
(John 11:25). Jesus is the source of life—eternal life that 
cannot be destroyed by death. Believers do not need to 
fear death because physical death is not the end. (See 
John 11:25-26.) Jesus endured death for us so that when we 
die and are absent from our physical bodies, our souls are 
with the Lord. (See 2 Cor. 5:8.)

Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. His messiahship was 
clearly on display, and it was Jesus’ claims to be the Son 
of God that would lead to His death on the cross. Jesus 
interrupted Lazarus’s funeral knowing His would soon 
follow. 

Emphasize to preschoolers that when Jesus raised Lazarus 
from the dead, He showed that He has power over death. 
Jesus died on the cross for our sin and rose from the dead. 
He gives eternal life to those who trust in Him.
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Jesus Raised Lazarus
John 11:1-7,17-44

A man named Lazarus lived in the land of Judea with 
his two sisters, Mary and Martha. Lazarus and Jesus were 
friends. One day, Lazarus got sick. Mary and Martha 
sent a message to Jesus. “Lord, Your friend Lazarus is 
sick,” they said.

Jesus said to His friends, the disciples, “Lazarus’s 
sickness will not end in death. This sickness will show 
how great God is and how great the Son of God is.”

Jesus did not go to see Lazarus right away. He stayed 
where He was for two more days. Then He told His 
friends, “Let’s go back to the land of Judea. Lazarus has 
fallen asleep, but I am going to go wake him up.”

Jesus’ friends thought that Lazarus was just resting, but 
Jesus said, “Lazarus has died.”

By the time Jesus got to the place Lazarus had lived, 
Lazarus had been buried in a tomb for four days. Martha 
hurried to meet Jesus. “Lord, if You had been here, 
my brother Lazarus would not have died.” But Martha 
knew Jesus could do a miracle. “I know God will give You 
whatever You ask from Him,” she said.

Jesus said, “Your brother will rise again.”
Martha believed Jesus. She thought Lazarus would rise 

from the dead at the end of time. But Jesus said, “I am the 
resurrection and the life.” He said that people who believe 
in Him may die in their bodies, but God will raise them 
from the dead. “Do you believe this?” Jesus asked.

Martha said, “Yes, Lord. I believe You are the 
Messiah—the Son of God.”

Then Martha went home to get her sister, Mary. Mary 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Invite a guest 
storyteller: 
Consider inviting 
guest storytellers for 
each session in this 
unit to tell the story 
from the perspective 
of the person who 
was healed. For 
this session, invite 
a male guest to 
dress in Bible times 
clothing and tell the 
story from Lazarus’s 
perspective. You may 
also invite a female 
guest to tell the story 
from Martha’s or 
Mary’s perspective.

• Act it out: Ask 
several preschoolers 
to help act out the 
Bible story as you 
read it aloud. You will 
need a preschooler 
to be Jesus, Martha, 
Mary, and Lazarus. 
Several others can 
act as disciples. 

The BIBLE STORY
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came and fell at Jesus’ feet. She said, “Lord, if You had 
been here, my brother Lazarus would not have died!” 
Mary was crying, and Jesus cried too.

Mary took Jesus to the place where Lazarus was 
buried. It was a cave, and a big stone covered the 
opening. Jesus told the people to move the stone.

The stone was moved out of the way. Jesus looked up 
to heaven and said, “Father, I thank You that You have 
heard Me.” Then Jesus shouted, “Lazarus, come out!”

Lazarus came out of the tomb, wrapped in linen and 
cloth. He was alive! Jesus said, “Unwrap him and let him 
go.”

Christ Connection: Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. He 
showed that He has power over death. Jesus died on the cross for 
our sin and rose from the dead. Those who trust in Jesus will 
live forever with Him.
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Large Group WORSHIP

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing 
an action song such as “More Than Just a Good Man” to 
engage them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship 
by leading preschoolers in “Jesus Is the Healer.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Ask preschoolers to raise their hands if they have ever been 
sad. Ask them if they have ever been so sad that they cried. 
SAY • We have all been sad enough to cry before. In this 

Bible story, Mary and Martha were very sad. They 
were so sad that they were crying. Even Jesus was 
sad. Let’s read what happened in the Bible story that 
made Mary, Martha, and Jesus so sad.

Open your Bible to John 11. Show the video or tell the 
Bible story using the provided storytelling helps. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place an adhesive bandage or strip of gauze at 
Psalm 103:2-3. Invite a few volunteers to come up one at a 
time and open your Bible to the key passage.
SAY • Jesus showed that He has power over death. He can 

• “More Than Just a 
Good Man” song

• “Jesus Is the Healer” 
song 

• Bible
• “Jesus Raised 

Lazarus” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Main Point Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle

• Bible
• adhesive bandage 

or strip of gauze
• Key Passage Poster
• “Praise the Lord, My 

Soul” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Raised Lazarus
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 11:1-7,17-44
MAIN POINT: Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 103:2-3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death.
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forgive all our sins and heal all our diseases. Praise 
the Lord. He can heal people from sickness, sin, and 
death!

Sing the key passage song “Praise the Lord, My Soul” 
together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Our big picture question is: What did Jesus heal 

people from? Jesus healed people from sickness, sin, 
and death. In this Bible story, Jesus raised Lazarus 
from the dead. He showed that He has power over 
death.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. He showed that 

He has power over death. Jesus died on the cross for 
our sin and rose from the dead. Those who trust in 
Jesus will live forever with Him.

Sing “Jesus Is the Healer” and “That’s My God” as 
preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “I Give All My Thanks to You.” You may also 
collect an offering.  
SAY • God, thank You for giving Jesus power over death. 

Thank You for loving us so much that You sent Your 
Son, Jesus, to die on the cross for sins. Thank You 
that if we trust in Jesus that we can live forever with 
Him. We love You. Amen.

Transition to small groups

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Main Point Poster 
• “Jesus Is the Healer” 

song
• “That’s My God” 

song
• “I Give All My 

Thanks to You” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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SESSION TITLE: Jesus Raised Lazarus
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 11:1-7,17-44
MAIN POINT: Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 103:2-3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death.

Small Group ACTIVITIES

Play a sleeping Lazarus game
Invite preschoolers to lay motionless on the floor as if they 
are sleeping. Challenge preschoolers to lay very still. When 
you shout, “Lazarus, come out,” preschoolers should jump 
up and hop around like they are wrapped in cloths. Tell 
preschoolers to lay back down and play again.
SAY • Jesus told His friends that Lazarus had fallen asleep, 

but He was going to go wake him up. Jesus’ friends 
thought that Lazarus was just resting, but Jesus said, 
“Lazarus has died.” Jesus raised Lazarus from the 
dead. Jesus showed that He has power over death. 

Count to four
Walk around the room and look for groups of four with the 
preschoolers. Let preschoolers pick out an item (crayons, 
chairs, blocks.) and count out four of that item. Talk about 
how Jesus waited to go to Lazarus’s house because He 
wanted to show God’s power. 
SAY • By the time Jesus got to Lazarus’s house, Lazarus 

had been dead and buried in the tomb for four 
days. Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead after four 
days because He is God’s Son. Jesus has power over 
sickness, sin, and death! 

• 
LOW PREP

• classroom items in 
groups of 4
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Wrap up Lazarus
Provide preschoolers with a non-springhinged clothespin. 
Guide preschoolers to draw a face on the top of the 
clothespin. Let them wrap the rest of the clothespin with 
gauze and tape. 
SAY • Lazarus was so sick that he died. He was wrapped in 

cloths and buried in a tomb. Jesus raised Lazarus 
from the dead. Jesus died on the cross and rose from 
the dead. Those who trust in Jesus will live forever 
with Him. 

Make play dough tombs
Show preschoolers how to make a tomb or cave with a stone 
using play dough and various utensils. Re-tell the Bible 
story while preschoolers are making the tombs. Guide them 
to move the stone from the front of the tomb when you get 
to that part of the story. 
SAY • Lazarus became sick and died. Jesus went to the tomb 

where Lazarus was buried and had the stone in front 
of the tomb removed. Jesus raised Lazarus from the 
dead and called him out of the tomb. One day Jesus 
will return to take away sickness and death forever!

Move a “stone”
Form a circle. Invite preschoolers to roll the ball to each 
other trying to keep it inside the circle. 
SAY • Lazarus was buried in a cave with a big stone covering  

the opening. Jesus told the people to move the stone. 
Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. Jesus has power 
over death. Jesus died on the cross for our sin and 
rose from the dead. Those who trust in Jesus will live 
forever with Him.

Transition to large group closing

• non-springhinged 
clothespins, 1 per 
child

• markers
• gauze
• tape

• play dough
• play dough utensils

• exercise stability 
ball

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Review
Point to the giant timeline or big story circle as you review 
today’s Bible story. Ask the following review questions:

1. Who were Lazarus’s sisters? (Mary and Martha)
2. What happened to Lazarus? (He got sick and died.)
3. What did Martha call Jesus? (the Messiah, the Son of 

God)
4. What did Jesus do for Lazarus? (Jesus raised 

Lazarus from the dead.)
5. What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death.
SAY • Mary and Martha sent a message to Jesus that Lazarus 

was very sick. Lazarus died before Jesus got to him. 
After four days of being buried in the tomb, Jesus 
raised Lazarus from the dead. Jesus showed His 
power over death. Jesus died on the cross for our sin 
and rose from the dead. Those who trust in Jesus will 
live forever with Him.

Sing the unit theme song or key passage song.

Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You for this time we have had together 

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline or 

Big Story Circle
• Main Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Jesus Is the Healer” 

song 
• “Praise the Lord, My 

Soul” song

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Raised Lazarus
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 11:1-7,17-44
MAIN POINT: Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 103:2-3
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death.

Large Group CLOSING
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to learn more about You. Thank You for the Bible. 
Thank You for sending Jesus to die on the cross for 
our sins. Help us to trust in Jesus to heal us from 
sickness, sin, and death. Amen.

Missions story 
If your preschool ministry is planning a missions activity, 
discuss the activity, the reasons for it, and your group’s 
progress. If you are not participating in a missions activity, 
talk about how people who trust in Jesus live forever with 
Him, but many people do not know about Jesus. We need 
to tell others about Him. You may also show the “Hero in 
Christ” video.
SAY • In this video, we saw how Robert and his family are 

helping people in Southeast Asia. The water there is 
very dirty and can make people sick. His family helps 
make pots that clean the water. They also tell people 
there about Jesus and how much He loves them. 
What is a way you can show God’s love to people 
who need to hear about Him? 

Review Bible stories
Tape the Bible story pictures from this unit to the floor in 
a 2-by-2 grid. Lead preschoolers to take turns tossing the 
beanbag onto a Bible story picture. Invite preschoolers to 
tell you whom Jesus healed in the Bible story the beanbag 
landed on. Between each preschooler’s turn, ask the group 
the big picture question and guide them to respond with 
the answer. 
SAY •What did Jesus heal people from? Jesus healed 

people from sickness, sin, and death.

• “Hero in Christ” 
video

• “Missions Prayer 
Cards” printable, 
1 per child

• Unit 24 Bible story 
pictures

• beanbag
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When ADHD Comes to 
Church
TODAY, IT IS HARD TO IMAGINE THAT EVERY CHURCH DOES NOT HAVE A 

LEAST ONE CHILD IN EACH CLASSROOM THAT EXHIBITS MANIFESTATIONS 

OF ADHD.  

ADHD results from a subtle 
malfunction in the intricate 
transmission of neurochemical 
messages between brain cells. 
This condition seems to affect 
boys a little more than girls and 
is characterized by behavioral and 
learning disorders. A child with 
ADHD will have problems in two 
major areas: hyperactive-impulsive 
behavior and inattentiveness. These 
children are often judged by their 
behavior and often labeled as defiant 
or silly.

It is important that church 
Bible study leaders create a 
learning environment that enables 
all children (even those with 
ADHD) to learn about Jesus and 
feel accepted with unconditional 
love. As a grandparent with more 
than one grandchild diagnosed 
with ADHD, it is my heart’s 
desire that as a KidMin leader you 
take the time to understand the 
characteristics of these kids and be 

committed to developing strategies 
for a fun, safe time at church.

These amazing kids can exhibit any/
all of these characteristics:

• Lack of impulse control
• Challenged with turn-taking
• Difficulty in following 
directions

• Has a tendency to not stay 
with the group

• Will demonstrate times 
of fidgeting, tapping, and 
squirming

Suggested strategies include:

• Start fresh with every session. 
Each child needs to feel that 
you are glad he has come to 
church.

• Set clear expectations and 
limit your room to a few 
basic rules.

• Post a visual schedule; 
placing times on elements 

140 Preschool Worship Guide
Unit 24 • Session 4



in the session can frustrate children with ADHD and they become 
stressed when the group does not stay on schedule. They do like the 
consistency of knowing what order to expect.

• Provide a merging time at the beginning of learning sessions. This 
gives them an opportunity to “ease into the environment.” Purpose to 
have a more structured group time later in the session.

• Limit “sit still” time. Plan for “hands-on” activities.
• Offer “fidget toys” during times of listening.
• Keep transition times to a minimum.
• Make sure you have the child’s attention. If necessary, have the child 
repeat a given direction.

• When possible, include a video element. This can be captivating for 
kids with ADHD.

• Enlist an additional helper to “shadow” a child with ADHD.
• Provide encouragement for the child’s parent(s). They can often be 
exhausted and frustrated and so appreciate that you love their child 
and are excited to have him/her in your class.

Closing note: I teach four-year-olds on Sunday mornings. I find it very 
interesting that EVERY week my student with ADHD at some point in the 
session will say, “I love you, Mr. Jerry!” That, my fellow KidMin leaders, 
is one of life’s greatest rewards! It is, indeed, worth the time to understand 
ADHD and be willing to develop strategies so that all kids have the 
opportunity to learn about the Creator of the universe and His Son, Jesus.

Jerry Vogel is an Editorial Ministry Specialist in LifeWay Kids. He is a graduate of Dallas Baptist 
University and has served over 40 years in Kids Ministry at the local church level as well as at 
LifeWay. Jerry currently teaches four year olds at his church. 
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Great Teams Are Made of 
Great People
SEE IF THIS SOUNDS FAMILIAR: YOU HAVE AN OPENING—LET’S SAY IN THE 

NURSERY—SO YOU GET THE WORD OUT AND FIND SOMEONE TO JOIN YOUR 

TEAM TO FILL THAT SPOT. PROBLEM SOLVED! AND MINISTRY CONTINUES 

ON.

That’s how it happens most often because we tend to live under the tyranny 
of the urgent, but is that the best way to staff our teams? Not according 
to Jim Collins in his book Good to Great. The great companies he studied 
focused on people, not need. The most successful companies added great 
people to their teams and then figured out how they fit best, or as Collins 
put it—you get the right people on the bus and then figure out their seats.

That makes sense, doesn’t it? When you come across someone who 
would be great on your team, you need to invite him or her to be part of 
your team right away whether there is a current need or not. And then you 
can figure out how to best use that person.

How then do you find great people for your team? Look for great team 
members who:

Are gospel-centered. Look for people who truly love Jesus and who 
are striving to live with the gospel at the center of all they do.  

Share your ministry’s vision. Great people moving in different 
directions don’t make great teams. They make great messes! Look for 
people who share and who can champion your ministry’s vision.

 Have character. We are all sinners in need of grace so don’t look for 
people who are perfect, but instead look for people who live with 
character—people who recognize and confess their sin and who are 
becoming more like Jesus.  
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 Love kids. Again, this should go without saying, but don’t rush past 
it. If you find a perfect team member who doesn’t truly love kids, 
you found a great team member … for some other team. Get them 
connected with some other ministry team and trust God to provide 
your team members.

 Are balanced. While great team members need to love kids, they 
shouldn’t just love kids. You want people who are in balance—at 
home, church, work, and play.

 Are learners. Great team members know there is a lot they don’t 
know. Look for people who enjoy learning and who are teachable.

 Are flexible. You know that flexibility is key, especially in kids 
ministry. Go after people who are flexible and forgiving.

Brian Dembowczyk is the team leader for The Gospel Project for Kids. Brian earned an M.Div. 
from the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary and a D.Min. from New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary. Brian, his wife, Tara, and their three children live in Murfreesboro, Tennessee. 
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