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“This is love: not that we
loved God, but that he loved
us and sent his Son as an
atoning sacrifice for our
sins. Dear friends, since God
so loved us, we also ought to
love one another.” 1 John
4:10-11.
The bible tells us that we
naturally live in rebellion
against God. We live our
lives the way we want to,
instead of the way God
wants us to. It may help to
think of this rebellion as a
spiritual ‘disease’, called sin.
Without Jesus, who is the
only ‘cure’ for sin, we will
remain enemies of God

because of our rebellion, and
we are under his judgement.
But God so loved the world
that He sent Jesus to die on a
cross to make a way for us to
be reconciled to Him, if we
turn from our rebellion.
'Faith' in Jesus is the 'Cure'
for Sin and the key to living
the Christian life
The Apostle Paul in his letter
to the Galatians wrote; “For
it is by grace you have been
saved, through faith—and
this not from yourselves, it is
the gift of God— not by
works, so that no one can
boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9.
To receive this gift of faith,
we simply need to ask God
for it, and believe that we
have received it. However,
faith is much more than just
a miracle cure for the disease
of sin; it is also the key to
living the Christian life.
“The only thing that counts
is faith expressing itself
through love.” Galatians 5:6
“Faith without works is
dead” James 2:26, and true
faith influences the heart and
life so that we obey God and
serve others. So let us decide

From the Desk of
Senior Pastor
Jon Vincent
to express our faith this year
by serving our community
(faith community and
broader community of
Kewanee), and sharing the
gospel in love.

What is the Christian’s
Hope?
When grounded in God,
hope provides the
motivation to live the
Christian life even in the
face of trouble. Hope has
been compared first to a
soldier’s helmet, because it
protects the mind, and then
to the sailor’s anchor,
because it steadies the heart
on the stormy seas of life.
Continued on page 3...

The Baptist Visitor

Page 11

The Baptist Visitor
Page 2

Kewanee, IL, USA
New Year’s greetings from snowy
and frigid Illinois! In November I
finished my ministries in “Iglesia
Bautista de La Pmavera” (Baptist
Church of the Primavera
neighborhood). My colleague
Lynell Smith and I had planned to
move on eventually, but not this
soon, and this is not how we
planned to leave. However, we
know that we can trust the Lord.
He has good plans for us during
this transition and in the future.
Following that, Lynell and I
facilitated a workshop entitled,
“The Treasure of our Single
Women: Appreciating Biblical
Singleness” to two groups of
women, which included single
and married women. The ladies
participated enthusiastically,
and they were very thankful
for what they learned!
In light of this transition in
ministry, our administrator gave
us permission to spend extra
time in the US during this holiday
season for rest and recuperation.
Therefore, I am writing to
you from Illinois, where I am very
grateful to be with family and
friends. I have been spending
time with my mom and my
siblings and their families, as well
as with two precious friends.
I’ve even gotten in some sledding
and cross-country skiing!
The Lord is so generous to me!

As for the future, after
returning to Ecuador on
January 15, and followed by
a field team retreat January 23
-25, the beginning of the year
is packed with teaching
opportunities. Colleagues
Melissa Nieves and Lynell
Smith and I will be teaching
the “Good Soil Evangelism and
Discipleship” seminar at
the Pro-Life summit in Lima,
Peru in February. Then Lynell
and I (and hopefully other
ABWE colleagues) will be
teaching that seminar, plus
“Moving Beyond Lecture,” and
“The Treasure of our Single
Women: Appreciating Biblical
Singleness” in Trujillo, Peru.
March will find us teaching
“Moving Beyond Lecture” with
other colleagues at the Bible
college in Santiago, Chile.
A special thanks this month to
my faithful editors: Cindy
(English), Ximena
(Spanish) and Zarife
(Portuguese). Thanks for
helping me to say it right!
And thank you so much for
your faithful prayers,

Jan.

Sun. Worship

Sun. School

7th

115

92

can attend and encourage
during 2018. (I plan to
furlough ministry during the
first half of 2019.)

14th

127

96

21st

127

88

Yolimar, my hairdresser, has
agreed to a Bible study, but
could not study with me
before she left to go to the US
for three months. Please pray
for her salvation, and that we
will be able to reconnect upon
her return to Ecuador.

28th

148

105

Praise the Lord for his
faithfulness and
Encouragement during this
time of transition.
Please pray for our field team
retreat January 23-25th.
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General Off - $18,466.68
Mission Tithing - $2,051.85
Total Offering - $20,518.53

Approx. Expenses:
$16,848.69

Year-To-Date
Total 2018 Budget

$18,466.68

Initial Offering

$121.00

Gas for Vehicle

$0.00

Now Acct Interest

$0.00

1/2 Merritt Dividend

$0.00
$150.00

Boss Comm. Center
Total Income

Payroll

Contact information:
keeptrusting@gmail.com

Dividends - $8.11

Fellowship off. - $133.00
Designated Ministry $735.00

-Laura
Boss Community Center $450.00

Special Programs Fund-

$0.00
$11,715.38

Payroll Benefits

$5,133.31

Trustee Board

$5,964.48

Deacon & Deaconess Bd.
Mission Board

Coffee / Pop - $105.00

$450.00
$19,187.68

Expenses

Thank you for praying for the
preparation and teaching in
Feb. & March.
Sunday School - $245.12

$287,688.43

Income
General Offering

Mission Tithe

Please pray for more
colleagues to join us.

F

FINANCIAL REPORT

Use of Building

- Laura
Praise the Lord for the quality
time that I have gotten to
spend with family and friends
during these holidays!
Please pray for a church that I

C

Music Committee

$128.55
$0.00
$899.19

Decoration Committee

$0.00

Social Committee

$0.00

Dues
Boss Comm. Center
Total Expenses

$35.00
$1,360.89
$28,871.86

Youth Fund - $401.00

$2.03
Special Interest Fund $4.46

College Fund - $0.81

*Mission Tithing Checks are sent quarterly
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Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1.

Fri

Sat

2.

3.

9.

10.

Women’s
Choice Center
Mobile
11:00-4:00pm

Fellowship
Hall
Reserved
7:00am 9:30am

16.

17.

Women’s Club
1:30pm

4.

5.

6.

Communion
Sunday
Youth Group
6:00pm

7.
Kids Club
Dinner 5:30pm

Troop 106
7:00pm

Adult Bible
Study & KC
6:00pm

8.
Girl Scouts
4:00pm
Cub Scouts
6:00pm

Page 3

Paul’s Mystery:
Beginning February 7th, 2018
Mr. Blucker will be leading the Wednesday Night Bible Study
“Paul’s Mystery”. We will meet every Wednesday in the William Carey room
starting February 7th from 6:00 - 6:50p.m. This study will be 6-8 weeks long.
All are invited to attend!
*Every first Wednesday of the month a dinner is held at 5:30p.m.
with our Kids Club children.

College Group
7:00pm

Choir 7:00pm
11.
5:00 - Deacon
5:30 - Mission/
Deaconess/
Trustee
6:00 - Youth
Group
6:30 - Advisory

12.

13.

14.
Happy
Valentines Day!

Troop 106
7:00 pm

Ladies Team
Bible Study
6:30pm

19.

Youth Group
6:00pm

Troop 106
7:00 pm

20.

21.
Adult Bible
Study & KC
6:00pm
Choir 7:00pm

25.

Youth Group
6:00pm

26.

Troop 106
7:00pm

27.
Ladies Team
Bible Study
6:30pm

Pastor’s Paragraphs

Cub Scouts
6:00pm
Adult Bible
Study & Kids
Club 6:00pm
Choir 7:00pm

18.

15.
Girl Scouts
4:00 pm

28.
Adult Bible
Study & KC
6:00pm
Choir 7:00pm

When we are living by faith in
God, we can trust that he will
keep all his promises, and there
are many!

College
Group
7:00pm
22.
Girl Scouts
4:00pm
Cub Scouts
6:00pm
College Group
7:00p.m.

23.
Women’s
Choice Center
Mobile
11:00-4:00pm

24.
Hannah
Circle Trivia
Night
6:30pm
Church
Basement

For example, we can have hope
in God that he will provide the
physical needs of his people,
when they “seek first His
kingdom and his righteousness”
Matthew 6:33. But, more than
this, our hope in God extends to
the promise of eternal life, lived
in the presence of God. Saint
John got a glimpse of the future
and it is described in the book of
Revelation;
“Now the dwelling of God is with
men, and he will live with them.

They will be his people, and God
himself will be with them and be
their God. 4 He will wipe every tear
from their eyes. There will be no
more death or mourning or crying
or pain, for the old order of things
has passed away."
Revelation 21:3-4.
Hope in God helps the Christian
endure hardships, especially when
suffering for practicing their faith in
a hostile environment.
In Closing
Faith, Hope & Love are three great
foundation stones of the Christian
life, and the Apostle Paul wrote that
the greatest of these is love. I would
like to end by reading the bible’s

description of love from Paul’s letter
to the church in Corinth:
“Love is patient, love is kind. It does
not envy, it does not boast, it is not
proud. It is not rude, it is not
self-seeking, it is not easily angered,
it keeps no record of wrongs. Love
does not delight in evil but rejoices
with the truth. It always protects,
always trusts, always hopes, always
perseveres. Love never fails.”
1 Corinthians 13:4-6
This year, may we love as God loves
us and gave himself up for us?
-Pastor Jon
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Remember In Prayer
Margaret Donaldson,
Peggy Schmelzer,
Susannah Talbot,
Millie Cagle, Linda Roller,
Buck Fleming,
Sherry Flack
Penny Millslagle

Shirley Robbins
Dorothy Hotchkiss,
Rollie Omanson,
Don Currier,
Tom Pease,
Evelyn Basham

L
Senior Pastor Jon, Youth
Pastor Luke Kockler,
Pastor Dan,
and Church Staff,
FBC Boards and
Committees,
Sunday School
Teachers / Officers

Mission Moments…
In this New Year of 2018, your Mission Board has launched into our Mission
“work” with a CHALLENGE to the Congregation to open your hearts more abundantly in
aiding those that are in need in our local Community and around the world.
During the month of February, we are kicking off the year with the “Extras for
Education” campaign to collect school supplies for our local schools. Last year, we
collected enough to assemble a total of 9 boxes to restock classroom supplies for the
Kindergarten Classes in both the Kewanee School (7 boxes) and Wethersfield School
(2 boxes). But our CHALLENGE to you for 2018 is to multiply your giving so that we
can provide school supplies to the 1st grade classes too!!! This would mean a total of 16
boxes of school supplies!!!
The school supplies that are needed are:

Tissues, Sanitizing Wipes, Hand Sanitizer,
Washable Elmer Glue Sticks, #2 Pencils, Crayola Crayons (24 pack),
Washable Markers, Craft Supplies, Water Color Paints, and Graham
Crackers or Snack Crackers.

B
Feb. 1st - Rollie Omanson

Feb. 15th - Larry Sollenberger

Feb. 23rd - Ed Witte

Feb. 2nd - Betty Ball

Feb. 16th - Tyler Crabtree

Feb. 28th - Ty Osborne &
Jodi Verscha

Feb. 5th - Jalynn Spires

Feb. 17th - Becky Kull, Marla
Roller & Kurtis Smyth

A box will be available in the hallway near the Welcome Center Desk for your
donations to this wonderful cause. Let’s show our area school children and their teachers
the love of Christ through our generous support. We will also be replenishing the
Children’s Sunday School Classes with supplies as well. The list of supplies that are
needed will be soon forthcoming, so watch for more details in your weekly Church bulletin.

Feb. 8th - Steven Herrick
Feb. 18th - Myles Winter
Feb. 9th - Max Kelly
Feb. 19th - Gary Montooth
Feb. 12th - Kaye Finney

In closing, your Mission Board invites and welcomes any and all suggestions for additional
Mission projects to implement throughout this year. Contact us with any questions or
suggestions you may have.

Feb. 21st - Marion Kubinsky
Feb. 14th - Chris Moon
Feb. 22nd - Randi Humphrey
Feb. 15th - Melissa Costenson

Your Servants in Christ,
Ruth Lang, Joan Alepra, Janet Martin, Marla Roller, & Dan Montooth
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Hannah Circle Trivia Night!

Youth Pastor Report

Sponsored by Hannah Circle,
First Baptist Church

Last month, the youth group was able to enjoy their first retreat with me as
their youth pastor. We loaded up a van full of students and leaders, and drove
off to Dixon, IL Jan. 5-7. Before arriving to Camp Reynoldswood, the group
enjoyed a meal at the fast-food restaurant, Culver’s. Despite the extremely
low temperature, we were warmly greeted by Craig Waters, the camp
director. The moment we arrived, I felt a deep, peaceful presence as I gazed
upon the stars amidst the woody canopy above. I knew God was going to
move in powerful ways on this trip. We slept in a cozy, two-storied manor,
allowing the women to stay upstairs, and the boys on the main floor.

When? Saturday Feb. 24th, 2018
Time?: 6:30pm
(Registration begins at 6:00pm)
Where? First Baptist Church
Fellowship Hall
$10.00 per person
10 man team limit
BRING SNACKS! (no alcoholic beverages please)
Coffee, water and tea will be provided with snacks available
for donations.
DOOR PRIZES!

COME JOIN US FOR AN EVENING OF FUN!
ALL PROCEEDS WILL BENEFIT HANNAH
CIRCLE MISSION WORKS!

We kicked off the first night with an opening worship session. This involved
praise songs and a biblical message. The kids were responsive and excited to
be there. The next morning, we did another session, followed by free-time.
After lunch we did a few team building activities, provided by Craig. These
challenges allowed us to reach the students and encourage them to become
leaders who communicate effectively to their teammates. After team building,
we went on a chilly hike through the woods. It was a fun adventure. That
night we did another session, followed by a board game. The next morning we
did a session and got packed up to go home.
I look forward to seeing how God uses these events to transform the lives of
the youth of Kewanee. We have other events coming up, including a Super
bowl party, a local Christian rap concert, and a music festival in Peoria.

Blessings,
Luke
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Valentine's Day Jokes
What did the valentines day card say to the stamp?
Stick with me and you'll go places
What do farmers give their wives on Valentine's Day?
Hogs and kisses!
What did the painter say to her boyfriend?
"I love you with all my art!"
Do skunks celebrate Valentine's Day?
Sure, they're very scent-imental!
Did you hear about the romance in the tropical fish tank?
It was a case of guppy love.
Why is Valentine's Day the best day for a celebration?
Because you can really party hearty!
What did the boy sheep say to the girl sheep on Valentine’s Day?
“You’re not so baaaa-d!”
What kind of flowers do you never give on Valentine’s Day?
Cauliflowers
What did the pickle say to the other pickle ?
“You mean a great dill to me”

Happy Valentine’s Day!
https://www.kidsplayandcreate.com/funny-silly-valentines-day-jokes-for-kids/
http://www.jokes4us.com/holidayjokes/valentinesdayjokes/valentinesdayjokes.html

Just A

From Dan

We have been so blessed to be able to house and use the Yamaha
grand piano, belonging to the Kewanee Arts Council, for the past 5
years. With the closing of the Boss Community Center, the piano is
being moved to a new home in the very near future. Brock and I
began a search for a replacement, and to our surprise, one just
seemed to drop into our laps. We have called it a “God thing” and
we feel so blessed with the purchase of our pre-owned Baldwin
Grand. It is already being used and seems to meet our needs very
well. We want to say thank you to our Trustees for helping us secure
the beautiful instrument. Portions of the memorial monies used have
come from the Dale Moon memorial, designated to the Music
Department. Praise God for the way He continues to Bless our
church music program.
-Pastor Dan

