
 

 
 

Because He Lives! 
God sent His son, they called Him, Jesus; 

He came to love, heal and forgive; 
He lived and died to buy my pardon, 

An empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives! 
Chorus 

Because He lives, I can face tomorrow, 
Because He lives, all fear is gone; 

Because I know He holds the future, 
And life is worth the living, 

Just because He lives! 
How sweet to hold a newborn baby, 

And feel the pride and joy he gives; 
But greater still the calm assurance: 

This child can face uncertain days because He Lives! 
Chorus 

Because He lives, I can face tomorrow, 
Because He lives, all fear is gone; 

Because I know He holds the future, 
And life is worth the living, 

Just because He lives! 
And then one day, I'll cross the river, 
I'll fight life's final war with pain; 

And then, as death gives way to vict'ry, 
I'll see the lights of glory and I'll know He lives! 

Chorus 
Because He lives, I can face tomorrow, 

Because He lives, all fear is gone; 
Because I know He holds the future, 

And life is worth the living, 
Just because He lives! 

Words:  Gloria Gaither and William J. Gaither, 1971 
 

A publication of The First  Baptist Church of Westfield—March 2015 

Jesus told his disciples, “Because I live, you also will live.”  John 14:19 
 

As we will soon observe the events during holy week that led to Jesus’ death on the 
cross, let us with much joy shout from the depths of our heart that because Jesus lives (he 

resurrected!) you and I also live, live now and onto eternity! 

Pastor Mayra 
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HE IS RISEN 
 

      “He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said………” 

        Mathew 28:6 

 

 

Holy Week is the most important week of the Church Calendar.  From Palm Sunday to Maundy 

Thursday and Good Friday, all the way to Easter Sunday - Resurrection Morning - where we cel-

ebrate the very foundation of our Christian faith.  Join us for Holy Week services as we take time 

to examine our hearts and reflect on the sacrifice Jesus made for us. 

 

Palm Sunday – March 29; 10:30am Worship Service 

 

  Commemorate Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem 

 

Maundy Thursday – April 2; 7pm 

 

Celebrate the Lord’s Supper as we follow in Jesus’s footsteps with his disciples in 

the Upper Room.   

 

Good Friday – April 3; 7pm 

 

  With great humility and reverence commemorate the crucifixion of Jesus. 

 

Easter Sunday – April 5  

 

Sunrise Service – 6:35am – a short service to celebrate the triumph of the light of 

God’s salvation and grace over the darkness of sin and death.  Dress warm and 

comfortable.  Coffee and bagels will be available after the service. 

 

Easter Breakfast – 9:00am – join your church family in the lounge. 

Worship Service – 10:30am – celebrate Jesus Christ’s resurrection. 

 

The Deacons encourage your attendance, and urge you to invite friends, family, and neighbors to 

accompany you on this journey of faith. 
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 We are updating our 2015 Directory... 

Please send any 
address, phone 
number, e-mail 
changes to the 
church office by 
March 20.  Thank you. 

New FBC members 
George and June Goellner! 

Easter Lilies 
 We would love for you to participate in this long-standing tra-
dition.   Order your Lily or Lilies in memory of loved ones; they 
will be placed in a beautiful arrangement in front of the sanctu-
ary on Easter Sunday, April 5. All those honored 
will be listed in the Easter bulletin.   
 Order forms will be available beginning March 
15, and are due back by Palm Sunday, March 
29. Drop your form in the office or give to  Terry 
Wooster with payment.  No Cash please. Checks 
can be made payable to First Baptist Church. Lil-
ies can be taken home after the Postlude Easter Sunday.  

Join us on Wednesday, March 18, 6:30pm, for 
our Agape Potluck Supper!   

 Please bring a dish to share. 
If you can’t make this one, our other Agape 

Suppers are April 15 May 20, & June 17 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Congregation of  
The First Baptist Church of Cranford/Elizabeth 
In Fellowship with American Baptist Churches 

of New Jersey 
Raritan Association 

Joyfully invites you to join them 
In a Celebration of Ordination 

Into the Gospel Ministry of 
Minister Malachy Marie Williams 
Sunday, March 8, 2015, at 4:00 pm 
Reception following In Fellowship Hall 
The Rev. Dr. Diana l. Brown, Pastor 

402 Union Avenue 
Elizabeth, New Jersey 07208 

908-352-0519 
All Clergy are Requested to Robe 

 

Valentines Dinner 
February  14 
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2015 Camping Schedule is 
available through the church 
office or by visiting 
ww.camplebanon.com 

Women’s Book Club 
meets in March 21 
@10am.  Book is called 
Sweet Tooth, by Ian 
McEwan.  Lee Romano 
will provide refreshments.  

  
  
  
  
  
Saturday, March 7 @8:30am 

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE  
--HERE AT THE CHURCH! 

 
4 Tutors have been trained as ESL tutors for the Program to be 

launched right here in our own church in May.  The 1 hour a week tu-

toring sessions will be held downstairs in the fellowship hall.  We will 

hold the sessions for 8-10 weeks.  If you are still interested, or you 

know of someone who might be interested in becoming a tutor, please 

speak to Pastor Mayra.   We supply the training and the materials.  You 

supply the time and the eagerness to make a BIG GINOR-

MOUS difference in someone’s life. Thank you to Rintu 

Mathew for the training and leading us in this effort. 

The Daniel Plan 
Seventeen (17)  of us have now completed the 40 days 
journey of the Daniel Plan going deeper into our faith 
and how it informs how we take care of our body, our 
mind and our overall lifestyle choices.  We realized 
how important it is to eat foods that will love us back 
and not make us sick.  These we called good God 
food!  We learned the importance of keeping the body 
in motion throughout the day and how to incorporate 
movements to keep us fit.  We were encouraged to do 
an exercise that we enjoy and will actually do.  We 
also learned how all of these good healthy habits im-
pact our brain health thus allowing us to focus.  
Thoughts drive emotion! It is imperative then to think 
good and grateful thoughts, and when bad days happen 

or setbacks come we use these as good data for growth.  Our lifestyle 
changes are kept long-term through friends that join us on our journey 
– they are the secret sauce to keeping us Daniel Strong!   

As a group, we agreed to keep our momentum going by meeting 
periodically and expanding our focus to help others get Daniel Strong.  
Who knows if maybe an FBC 5K walk is in the works! 

And although our 40 days were not about losing weight – guess 
what? We did!  Collectively we lost 28 pounds in 40 days.  Woohoo! 

Pastor Mayra will co-lead with others another Daniel Plan group 
starting on Tuesday, March 17 at 7 p.m., and every Tuesday following 
to complete 6 sessions.  Look for the Sign-up sheet in the narthex.  
You’ll enjoy it! 

March 3 Scott Lind 
March 5 Chick Miller 
March 7 Art Taylor 
March 8 Donna Lind 
   Lucas Rosario 
March 9 George Goellner 
   Denise Virzi 
March 12 Matt Greenlaw 
   Shirley Miller 
March 15  Glen Brown 
March 17 Steve Lind 
   Lee Romano 
March 19 Dot Bachman 
March 21 Reese Alan Greenlaw  
March 22 Leonard Gabriel 
March 23 Joan Harvey 
March 26 Patrick Martin 

 

MARCH 8! 
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Spring Rally & Love Gift Luncheon 
 
At Shiloh Baptist Church, Trenton, NJ 
Saturday, March 28 
• 9-10:30am:  Breakfast & Registration 
• 10:3;0am Morning Session 
• 12:30pm Lunch 
• 1:30pm Afternoon session:  Love Gift Speaker 
Register by March 20.  Contact  FBC or speak to Jean Kellogg to get details. 

 
 
 

Shine the Light Conference 
 
Thursday—Saturday, May 28-30 
Harvey Cedars Bible Conference Center 
Guest Leaders:  Rev. Sue Royle & Minister Lorene Williams 
Register by May 1.  For information, contact Joan Moyer (609-706-9074) or moyerjb@msn.com 

      
    Actual Annual 

    As of 01/25 Budget 
Revenues     
  Contributions - Pledge 9,302  177,608  

 Contributions -  1,127  31,500  
 Building   7,388  92,799  
   Total   17,817  301,907  
      

Expenses     
 Programs   1,893  33,793  

 Management & Admin 14,936  204,268  

 Building &  12,118  127,535  
 Office   101  10,500  
   Total   29,048  376,096  
      

Revenue Surplus/(Deficit) (11,231) (74,189) 
      

Your continued support is greatly appreciated. 

2015 Ministry In Action Budget  
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......Glen and Jessy Brown, for their 
very dedicated time and energy in mak-
ing this year’s Valentine’s Dinner a great 
success. 
 
From Glen Brown:  Thank you church 
family for supporting the youth Valen-
tine dinner. (pictures on pg 3) 
Wendy, Katie, and Molly Engel did an 
amazing job making Harvey Hall beauti-
ful.  The music was also exceptional this 
year. Ebony Payne provided a stunning 
classical guitar set. Allen Chin masterful-
ly performed vocal classics with daring 
backup from Elaine Pratt and Jessy 
Brown.  Jake Brown, Ryan Radice, 
and Nathan Graham a.k.a. the Ivory 
Jazz Band played two amazing sets. Na-
tasha Klochkova provided touching and 
dynamic readings.  Food was delicious.  
Jessy Brown donated a variety of food 
and lead the youth in preparing appetiz-
ers, soup, salad, and the entree.  The 
Martins provided the legendary mini 
meat balls.  The Wineys and Singhs 
provided salad ingredients.  The Yangs 
brought an abundance of sparkling cider.  
The delicious bread was provided by the 
Branagans.  The abundant desert and 
coffee table was provided by the Singhs, 
Steinfelds, Browns, Klikushins, and 
quite a few others.  There where many 
hours of behind the scenes work from 
many dedicated folks and it was apparent 
in the wonderful evening enjoyed by all 
of us.  We pray for Gods blessing on the 
youth and their missions. 
 
...Paul Clark, Bill Hopkins, and War-
ren Hanscom for cleaning out dungeon 
and spiral staircase. 
...Carleen Morris for the pretty stencil 
additions to our Nursery stairway by 
lounge. 
...Diane & Jess (NJSACC) for donat-
ing 4 round tables 
...Lee Romano for helping to mail the 
February Messenger. 
...Len Gabriel, for the mural in the nar-
thex (see picture on pg 3) 

  
Introduction to Church History 
Thursday Nights at 7:00pm 
March 5th – April 9th 

 

Museum Trip: 
Museum of Biblical Art – Manhattan 
Sunday March 8th following church 
Ticket Price: $12 for Adults, $9 for 
Students and Seniors 

Dear FBC, 
 
I am very excited to inform you 
about the activities we have planned 
for March. This upcoming month is 
truly going to be a blessing and I 
hope that you may find some of the 
following activities beneficial for 
your own spiritual journeys. Each 
event is open to the public. So please 
feel free to invite your friends and 
neighbors. 
 
There are two major events that I 
hope you will join me for throughout 
the course of this month. He first is 
the Thursday night mini-course enti-
tled, Introduction to Christian His-
tory: The 100 Most Important 
Events. This class will begin on 
Thursday, March 5th at 7:00pm 
and continue for an hour each Thurs-
day night for six weeks. Participants 
are encouraged to purchase the 
course text: A. Kenneth Curtis, J. 
Stephen Lang, and Randy Peterson; 
The 100 Most Important Events in 
Christian History (Grand Rapids, 
MI: Fleming H. Revell, 1998) for 
themselves. Copies of the book can 
be obtained from Amazon and a vari-
ety of other book retailers. If you 
would like a copy but cannot obtain 
one through either of those methods, 
please feel free to talk to me and we 
can work something out. 
The other major event of note within 
the month of March is the upcoming 

trip our church will be taking to 
The Museum of Biblical Art in 
Manhattan. Our group will be 
leaving for this field trip on Sun-
day, March 8th immediately fol-
lowing church. Our group will be 
viewing an exhibit of twenty-
three pieces of Florentine Renais-
sance sculpture. Most of the piec-
es have never been seen outside 
of Italy and are expected to return 
to Italy upon the completion of 
this exhibit’s showing. These 
works by Donatello, Brunelles-
chi, Nanni di Banco, Luca della 
Robbia and others were made in 
the first decades of the fifteenth 
century for Florence Cathedral 
("Il Duomo"), which was then in 
the last phase of its construction, 
and are figural complements to 
Brunelleschi's soaring dome, con-
veying an analogous sense of 
courage and human potential. 
Viewers will almost certainly be 
moved by the ways in which 
these biblical characters are 
brought to life through the stories 
their sculptor’s tell. 
 
I look forward to seeing you 
there. 

 
Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Kadin 



 Worship theme for March: Life is a Temporary Assignment 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 ESL Training, 
7pm 

4 5 Intro to 
Church Hist., 
7pm; ESL 
Training, 7pm 

6 7 Men’s 
Breakfast, 
8:30am 

8 11:30am—
Museum of 
Bib. Art  

9 10 Facilities 
Committee, 
7:30pm 

11Musical 
Club concert, 
7:30p 

12 Intro to 
Church Hist., 
7pm 

13 14 

15 16 17 Daniel Plan, 
7pm 

18 Agape Sup-
per, 6:30pm 

19 Intro to 
Church Hist., 
7pm 

20 21 

22 23 24Daniel Plan, 
7pm 

25 26 Intro to 
Church Hist., 
7pm 

27 28 Sloppy Joe 
Bingo, 6p 

29 30 31Daniel Plan, 
7pm 

    

Sloppy Joe Bingo 
Saturday, March 28, 6-
8pm 
Harvey Hall  
Sponsored by our CE Com-
mittee 
 

Each person is asked to bring a small prize for our 
prize table.  It can be anything from a re-gift to 
something from the dollar store, or even make 
something if you are crafty!  We will eat dinner 
first (CE will provide the Sloppy Joes and bingo) 
and then play bingo until the prizes are all taken.   
 
Look to sign up in mid March.  
Invited a friend! It promises to be a lot of fun! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 26 
CHURCH GATHERED/ 
CHURCH SCATTERED 

Together as ONE—Faith in Action 
 

We need team leaders and volunteers.   
If interested, please contact Cheryl Rosario at 
908-278-9593 or cherylgrosario@hotmail.com 

News from the Sunday Morning Singles Discussion Group 
 

Here are the most recent topics discussed at the Sunday Morning Singles Discussion Group meeting: 
 

•Advice…Do we give it?  Do we take it? 
•What moments took your breath away? 
•Ways humor impacts your health. 
•Movies…past and present. 

 

We invite you to come downstairs, have a second cup of coffee and join in the discussion on topics that affect all of us. 
 

The Sunday Morning Singles Discussion Group meets every Sunday in Harvey Hall from 9:00 am to 10:15 am.  All are wel-
come.                                                                                                                                

Submitted by Maryann Friscia 



170 Elm Street 
Westfield, NJ  07090 
  

ph: 908-233-2278/fax:908-233-0555 

 
e-mail 
 

Pastor Mayra Castañeda  
pastormayra@verizon.net 
 
Rev. Kadin Williams 
kadinw@verizon.net 
 
Glen Brown 
glen@wholestep.org 
 
Nancy Lambros 
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net 

www.fbcwestfield.org 

@pastormayra 
@fbcwestfield 

OO U RU R   PP U RP OS EU RP OS E   
Coming together in joyful worship,  
we’re here… 
  

•  To share the reality of God’s love,  
• To connect our lifestyles to Christian 

truth,  
• And to put our faith into action 

through responding to needs in our 
community, nation, and world. 

CC HURCHHURCH   SS TAFFTAFF   
  

Rev. Mayra Castañeda, Senior Pastor 
 

Rev. Kadin Williams,  Associate Pastor 
 
 

Glen Brown, Youth Ministry 
Coordinator  
 

Nancy Lambros, Church 
Administrator 
 

Adriana Rodriguez, Custodian 
 

 

  

ONGOING SONGOING S CHEDULCHEDUL EE  (Weekly, unless otherwise noted.) 
 

Sundays: 
9:00 am Singles 
9:15 Adult Bible Study 
9:55 Chancel Choir/Song Leaders rehearsal 
10:30 am  Worship Service  
 Children’s Sunday School (pre-school-5th grades) 
 (children join us for worship and leave for Sunday school 

after a children’s message) 
11:30 am Children’s Choir rehearsal 
11:30am Prayer Team meets (1st Sunday ea month) 
5 pm Youth Group (6th-12th grades) 
 
Wednesdays: 
12Noon “Conversations with God” (prayer time) in our sanctuary  
1-3 pm Craft Group (2nd Thurs, March 12) 
 
Thursdays: 
10:30 am The Hearing Society: Speech Reading Class  (no class 

April 2) 
 
Saturdays: 
10:00 am Women’s Book Club (monthly) 


