
  
A publication of The First  Baptist Church of Westfield  

 
It was a cold winter 
day… when I walked 
into the First Baptist 
sanctuary for the first 
time. There were peo-
ple on ladders taking 
down Christmas ban-
ners as others shouted 
up instructions to 

them. I didn’t know until later but one of 
them wondered who this guy was — 
with long hair, a beard, and special shoes 
he carried with him. Another person 
thought I was the new church custodian 
and asked me to help. And among all of 
this, I sat down on the organ bench. I 
was to be given a few minutes to be-
come accustomed to the instrument 
before the “audition” began. I brought 
Bach’s Be Thou With Them and Franck’s 
Andantino in G minor. There would be 
hymns to play — Bob Harvey liked to 
call it “Stump the Organist.” I played my 
choices, they listened; they requested 
hymns, and I played. Afterward, the 
committee and I chatted about things I 
no longer remember and they gave me a 
tour of the building (including — if 
you’ve never seen them — the very cool 
circular stairs.) The following day, not 
long after I returned home from church, 
I received a phone call from the commit-
tee chair asking me to come to First 
Baptist. Feeling that God had called me, I 
accepted. 

 I met the Chancel Choir for the first 
time on a Thursday night for rehearsal. 
My predecessor had started a few an-
thems for me and I added a few of my 
own. Everyone was quite welcoming, 
although I found out years later that a 
certain tenor was the one who ques-
tioned the long hair, beard, and shoes… 
one of the altos had a broken finger that 
she needed to keep elevated, so if the 
Pastor hadn’t told me beforehand that it 
was his wife, I would have thought she 
had a question all night long. A husband 
and wife introduced themselves and told 
me I had taught their daughter at Edison 
Jr. HS five years earlier when she was a  

 
 
 
                                                   

seventh grader. We finished rehearsing 
in the choir room, and as it was our cus-
tom back then, we went into the sanctu-
ary to rehearse Sunday's anthem with 
the organ. The Choir assembled in their 
spots, I began to play, and a bat came 
flying out of the rafters. Screaming en-
sued, heads were covered, what to do? I 
began to play the Toccata in D minor, 
the music associated with horror mov-
ies. Screaming turned into laughter; the 
side doors by the organ were opened 
and out the bat flew. And somehow, we 
all knew that we were in for something 
very special. 

 But, “special” doesn’t really describe 
what was to come. I believe that God 
brought together a partnership to 
spread His Word through music.          
A Chancel Choir, whose membership 
has changed through the years, but 
whose mission, love, and fellowship has 
not. Handbells that arrived here almost 
60 years ago, then going some years 
without use, returned with a joy that 
spreads beyond what the congregation 
hears in worship, but into the laughter 
that is usually accompanied by humorous 
self-depreciation in rehearsals. Children’s 
choirs sang mini-cantatas of Bible stories 
— watching giants fall onto the carpet, 
getting tax collectors out of cardboard 
trees, and singing about puzzling para-
bles. All the while, we have smiled at Ho
-Ho’s and Ha-Ha’s, peanut butter and 
jelly, and help from Triple-A. They have 
spread their “joy of the Lord” asking the 
congregation to simply “pass it on.” Led 
by scripture’s instructions to “Sing to 
the Lord a new song,” Youth Choir and 
eventually multi-generational Song Lead-
ers had the challenging task of introduc-
ing new congregational songs. Instru-
mentalists have formed a weekly combo 
and an orchestra to follow scripture’s 
instructions to praise the Lord with the  
sound of trumpet (and trombone), 
strings and pipe, and loud clashing cym-
bals; to praise with what was once lute is 
now guitar, and if the Psalmist had 
known about reeds, there would be clar-
inets and saxes.  
 
 
 

We sometimes hear tambourine, and 
when the Choir sang Gabriel Fauré’s 
Requiem a number of years ago, we 
even had harp. 

 It has been a partnership with pas-
tors who have sung and known music 
to pastors who love music and prefer 
not to sing. But it has been a spiritual 
partnership with a common goal to 
reach those who sing, ring, play, and 
listen to God’s Word. And not a wor-
ship service goes by without the 
prayerful consideration that goes into 
planning and bringing that goal to the 
glory of God. 

 It was a hot summer day... when I 
walked into the New Castle Methodist 
Church for the first time. Following an 
interview, there was a second hot sum-
mer day when I was asked to play. My 
choice this time was a postlude based 
on Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee. They 
actually gave me the hymns ahead of 
time. And when their call came, I felt 
that I had once again heard God’s call, 
so I accepted.  

 In a letter to the Choir a few 
weeks back, I reminded them that in 
the back of our minds, it was apparent 
that my retirement from Westfield HS 
in 2010 along with putting our Fanwood 
home on the market set the clock tick-
ing toward this day. I have spent half of 
my life with the people and the minis-
tries of First Baptist. I thank God for 
leading me here, for the privilege of 
getting to know so many of you, and for 
the opportunity to have shared the gift 
of music with you. As the hymn says: 

 Whate’er I do, where’er I be, 
still ’tis God’s hand that leadeth me. 

  
 May God continue to direct us in 

the way we should go, and may God be 
with all of you as First Baptist begins a 
new chapter. 

 
...Bill Mathews, 

Minister of Music 
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Ocean City Fine Arts League presented 
Janet and Trent’s artwork on their Face-
book page.  Beautiful work! 

 
We Are Church – Together 

 
“For as in one body we have many members, and not all the mem-

bers have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in 
Christ, and individually we are members one of another” 

Romans 12:4-5 
 

The Bible instructs us to be in relationship with other believers.  
The church is the place where we come together to encourage one an-
other as members of Christ’s body.  We need each other to grow in the 
faith, to learn to serve, to love one another, and to practice forgiveness. 
Though we are individuals, we still belong to one another.   

 
The unity of the body, our own spiritual growth, protection and 

blessing are all at risk when we are disconnected from the body of 
Christ.  Unity in the body of Christ does not mean total conformity and 
uniformity.  Although maintaining unity in the body is very important, 
it is also vital to value the unique qualities that make each of us an in-
dividual “part” of the body.  Both aspects, unity and individuality, de-
serve emphasis and appreciation.  This makes for a healthy church 
body, when we remember that Christ is our common denominator.  He 
makes us one. 

 
As September approaches and the summer activities wind down, 

the church family will gather together in a new seasonal rhythm.  
Whether you are new to First Baptist or have been here your whole life 
there are opportunities to deepen and expand the mission and minis-
tries of the church.  Get involved and connected. 

 
Cherie Parker 
Chairperson, Deacons 

SEPTEMBER 
 

 3  Teacher’s Bible Study, 7pm 
Deacons meet, 7pm 

 
6 Council mini retreat, 9am-2p 

  
7 Bible Study, 9:15am 

   
8 Finance Committee, 7:30pm 

 
9 Facilities Meeting, 7:30pm 

Missions, 7:30pm 
 

13 Men’s Breakfast, 8:30am 
 

15  Council meets, 7:30pm 
 

17  Agape Potluck Supper, 6:30pm 
 

 

Farewell Celebration for Bill Mathews 
Our beloved Minister of Music, Bill Mathews, will be leaving First Baptist 

to take a position in Delaware closer to his new home.  Bill’s last Sunday 
with us will be September 21, 2014.  We will be celebrating Bill’s 32 years of 
ministry at First Baptist during worship that day, and the celebration will 
continue after the worship service with a congregational luncheon in Harvey 
Hall. 

Here’s how you can be involved: 
If you plan to attend the luncheon on September 21st after worship, 

please RVSP to the church office (908-233-2278 or firstbap-
tist.westfield@verizon.net) by September 12, 2014. 

We will be assembling a scrapbook of your farewell letters to Bill, pho-
tos and any other remembrances you would like to contribute.  
Please send your letters, photos, etc. to the church office by Sep-
tember 12, 2014. 

If you would like to contribute to a monetary farewell gift to Bill, please 
drop off your donation to the church office by September 12, 2014.  
Checks may be made payable to “First Baptist Church” with a 
memo notation of “Bill gift”. 

An ad hoc committee consisting of Steve and Donna Lind (chairs), Wendy 
Engel, Cherie Parker, Hilary Araujo, and Jessy Brown are hard at work plan-
ning all the details of this event.  Be sure to mark your calendars and be part 
of our special farewell to Bill.                  -Elaine Pratt 

News from the Sunday Morning Singles 
Discussion Group. 
  
The following topics were discussed in 
August: 
  
August 03rd  Are you brand loyal? 
August 10th  How important is a first 
impression? 
August 17th  Are we attracted to bad 
news? 
August 24th  Are you living the Ameri-
can dream? 
  
We invite you to come downstairs, have 
your second cup of coffee and join us in 
lively discussion on a myriad of topics 
from 9 am to 10:15 am. 
  
Submitted by Maryann Friscia 
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Fall is just around the corner and that means our next Church Gathered Church Sca�ered 
Event is being planned! Please save the date of Sunday, October 19th following church for our 
next day of service! Diverse projects will be offered at various �mes and possibly even some 
opportuni�es leading up to that Sunday. 
 

We are currently looking for team leaders to help make this day a success! If interested, please contact Cheryl Ro-
sario at 908-278-9593 or cherylgrosario@hotmail.com. There will also be a sign-up sheet on the bulle�n board near 
the office. 
 
If you are unable to be a team leader we s�ll need plenty of volunteers for the day. Stay tune for sign-up sheets in 
September or don't hesitate to contact Cheryl Rosario directly. 
 
Lets be good stewards and show God's Love through service to the community. We hope you will join us and are en-
couraging you to invite your friends and extended families as well! 
 
Acts 20:35 I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the 
words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive. 
 
God Bless, 
Cheryl Rosario, Chair, CGCS  

Music in  
September 

  

Combined Chancel  
Choir and Song Leaders  

September 7 
September 14 
September 21 
September 28 

  
meet @ 9:45 in Sanctuary 

Summer Music  
Thanks… to the singers and in-
strumentalists  who gave their 
time and talents for our summer 
worship services…  in particular 
to Paul Koslowski, pianist, 
George Lachenauer, guest organ-
ist, Devin Araujo and Ricardo 
Ribeiro, drums, and Glen Brown, 
guitar and bass. 

Children’s Choir 

In Worship 
2014-15 

Erin Klein, director 
  

Oct. 19 
  

 Dec. 21 
  

Feb. 22  
  

April 5 
Easter 

  
June 7 

Children's Sunday 

September 
Choir Rehearsals 

With the departure of Bill Mathews as 
Minister of Music at the end of Septem-
ber, rehearsals for most of our choirs will  
be altered temporarily…  
  

εe Chancel Choir & Song Leaders 

Thursday night rehearsals  
will not be held during September.  

Instead, Choir and Song Leaders 
will meet @ 9:45 on Sunday  
mornings, beginning Sept. 7. 

  

εe Chancel Ringers and Orchestra 

Rehearsal and worship schedule 
will be announced at a later date. 

  

εe Children’s Choir 

begins Sept. 14, meeting in Harvey Hall 
after Sunday School. Open to all  

children age 4 through 5th grade.  
Under the direction of Erin Klein,  
with Judy Klein as accompanist. 



Flowers are placed on the table in the sanctuary on Sundays by members of 
the congregation who wish to honor or remember someone special. 
 

Would you like to place flowers in the sanctuary for someone? Simply select a 
Sunday; bring in flowers (from your garden, the store, or florist) and then e-
mail or leave a note in the office letting them know who the flowers are from 
and for who, so that it can be noted in that Sunday’s bulletin (need by Thurs-
day before). You can also speak to Terry Wooster if you have any questions. 

 

Sign up on flower calendar outside the office , or call the office to sign you up. 
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Women’s Book Club 
Saturday, September  20th, 10am 

 
Join us for a general discussion of sum-
mer reading.  Refreshments served.  
 
All are welcome.  For more information 
you can call Bette Savage at 908-575-
8637 or e-mail elzsvg@netscape.net . 

Agape Potluck Supper  
(please bring a side dish to share) 

 
September 17, 6:30pm 

Church lounge 
JOIN US! 

New Address: 
Scott Lind 
130 New Road, E7 
Parsippany, NJ  07054-4254 
 

 
 

 
Showtime:  Friday, October 3rd 
Drop-off:  6p.m.  *  Pickup:  8p.m. 
Now Playing:  The Lego Movie 
The Big Screen:  FBC lounge 
Pizza and Popcorn will be served! 

Please bring a pillow and sleeping bag / blanket & wear comfy pj’s! 
Sign up and get your tickets on the bulletin board outside the 

church office!   
 

 

Children's Fall Sunday school begins on September 
7th using age appropriate curriculum from David 
C. Cook.  

Teacher's Bible Study will resume on Wednesday, 
September 3rd, at 7p.m.  We will be studying The 
Lord's Prayer!  Invite a friend to attend with 
you!  "For where two or three are gathered in my 
name, I am there among them.”  (Matthew 18:20)   
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. . . N a t a s h a  K l o c h k o v a  
f or  c l e an in g  ou r  p op -
cor n  mach i n e .  
. . .G l e n  Br own  f or  h e ad-
i n g  up  a  comp u t e r  c l as s  
f or  you t h  dur in g  th e  
su mme r .  
. . . M i k e  W i n e y  f o r  
t e ach in g  C P R  c l as s .  

… Le e  R oman o ,  
D o t  W a u g h ,  
a n d  L i l  
W h e e l e r  f o r  
h e lp in g  t o  mai l  
t h e  J u l y / Au g 
Me sse n ge r .  
. . . R i n t u  
M a t h e w  f o r  
v o l u nt e e r i ng  t o 
o r g a n i z e  C E 
an d  L i b r ar y  ar -
e as .  
. . .Dot  Wau gh  
f or  h e lp in g 
w i t h  

“ i l l u m i n a t i n g ”  o u r  
ch u r ch  f or  J azz  n i ght s  
i n  Ju l y  an d  Au gu s t .  
. . . S i r l e ne  Rom an  f or  
su mme r  i n t e rn  w or k 
w hi l e  N an cy  w as  aw ay .  
. . .M ar yan n  Fr i sc i a  f or  
de l i ve r i n g  f ood  t o  th e  
mu ch  n e e de d  C r anf or d-
E l i zab et h  Food  P an t r y .  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Sept 2 Sarah Housel 
Sept 5 Ann Hinman 
Sept 6 Sydney Wu 
Sept 8 Terry Wooster 
Sept 8 Terry Housel 
Sept 10 Tom Ball, Jr. 
Sept 12 Bette Savage 
Sept 16 Dee Dee Turlington 

Sept 20 Olivia Rosario 
Sept 21 Mary Foster 
Sept 21 Marcelo Roman 
Sept 24 Stefanie Kuhn 
Sept 27 Norma Jean McGuire 
Sept 28 Ricardo Ribeiro 
Sept 29 Suleima Rosario-Diaz 
Sept 30 Georgina Cancel 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
Sept 8 Christopher & Nova Spinner 
Sept 11 Dwight & Wendy Engel 
Sept 17 Dave & Terry Housel 
Sept 20 Tyronne & Chitra Singh 
Sept 29 Bill & Cindy Mathews 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
.. .Ike Al- v a r a d o , 
Jaime Barton, Jessy Brown, Hilary, 
Marlee, and Devin Araujo, Allison 
Johnson, Linda Johnson, Johnny 
Klikushin, Paul and Vickie 
Koslowski,  Nancy Martin, Rintu 
Mathew, Pastor Mayra,  Katie 
McGuire, Bryan and Carleen 
Morris, Cherie Parker, Ricardo 
Ribeiro, Sirlene Roman, Lee Ro-
mano, Rev. Suleima, Trish Scott, 
Chitra and Daniel Singh, and Ja-
net Winey.  

VBS was a blast! 
Look at all the hap-

py faces  of the 
children with their 
Jungle Safari VBS 

completion 
certificates!! 

 Thank you to Katie 
McGuire and 

Carleen Morris for 
heading it up and to 
those listed below 
for all their help.  

Couldn’t have done 
it without you!! 



170 Elm Street 
Westfield, NJ  07090 

ph:    908.233.2278/fax:  908.233.0555 
 
  

E-mail 
Pastor Mayra Castañeda  
pastormayra@verizon.net 
Bill Mathews 
wrmaago@gmail.com 
Katie McGuire 
katiem218@aol.com 
Glen Brown 
glen@wholestep.org 
Ricardo Ribeiro 
simplyricardo@yahoo.com 
Nancy Lambros 
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net 
   

ONGOING CALENDARONGOING CALENDAR   
Weekly, unless otherwise noted.  
 
Sundays: 
9:00 a.m. Singles 
9:15 Adult Bible Study  
9:55 Chancel Choir/Song Leaders rehearsal 
10:30 a.m.  Worship Service  
 Children’s Sunday School (pre-school-5th grades) 
 (children join us for worship and leave for Sunday 

school after a children’s message) 
11:30 a.m. Children’s Choir & Youth Song Leaders rehearsals 
5 p.m. Youth Group (6th-12th grades) 
  
Wednesdays: 
12Noon “Conversations with God” (prayer time) in  sanctuary  
1-3 p.m. Knitting/Hobby Group (2nd Wed, Sept 11) 

Thursdays: 
10:30 a.m. The Hearing Society (a non-profit org): Speech Read-

ing Class:  (begins Sept 11) 
 
Saturdays: 
10 :00 a.m.  Women’s Book Club (monthly, Sept 20) 

CC HURCHHURCH   SS TAFFTAFF   
    

Rev. Mayra Castañeda, Senior Pastor 

William R. Mathews, Minister of Music 

Katie McGuire, Children’s Ministry    

Coordinator 

Glen Brown, Youth Ministry Coordinator 

Ricardo Ribeiro, Assistant Youth       

Ministry Coordinator 

Nancy Lambros, Church Administrator 

Adriana Rodriguez, Custodian  

OO URUR   PP URPOSEURPOSE   
Coming together in joyful worship,  
we’re here… 
  
  

• To share the reality of God’s love,  
• To connect our lifestyles to Christian 

truth,  
• And to put our faith into action through 

responding to needs in our community, 
nation, and world. 


