A quarterly publication of The First Baptist Church of Westfield
July/Aug/Sept 2018

Summer months and God’s Steadfast Love

“Let those who are wise give heed to these things, and consider the steadfast love of the Lord.”
Psalm 107:43
It is a Thursday early morning and thunder is roaring outside my window. It is still dark as the sun is yet
far away from rising. It’s been raining all night. It promises to be just that kind of day: gloomy and rainy and
dark.
As I hear the thunder so strong and deep and mighty, I am reminded of God. Thunder is powerful! The
Bible speaks a lot of God’s power and might. It speaks of God’s creative force to do as God wishes to do. It is
wise to take heed of what the ancients came to know and penned down for us that God is Thunderous and so God
ought to be revered.
There is another word that is often and consistently used to describe God in the Bible and that is the word
STEADFAST. As God is mighty and powerful, God is also steadfast in presence and in love. In Lamentations
3:22-23, we read: “The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they

are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.”
It is to this steadfast love of the Lord to which we appeal when we pray, when we ask for forgiveness and
strength of the day’s journey, for direction and guidance for life’s ever changing and unsteady ways. It is God’s
steadfast love to which we look when we, as fragile human beings, are anything than steadfast in our thinking, in
our doing and in our very being. We are moody, we are inconsistent, we lean to our understanding and in doing
so are fickle and often unsure making decisions on a whim or whether something is to our liking. All of this applies to all facets of our life: work, play, faith and relationships.
God, however, as past generations came to know and to proclaim, is steadfast in love and mercy and presence. This steadfastness is hopefully found in church life and in and among faith-full people. Not perfect, but
steadfast.
Recently someone who visits from time to time commented to me how much FBC of Westfield has changed.
They said it with a slight nostalgia and chagrin. My response: Yes, the church is always a transforming and
changing organism that responds to the pain and need in the community. What does not change and cannot be
compromised is the message of the steadfast love of the Lord and its abundant availability to all who will avail
themselves of it. The fact that the church as an institution is a constant and can be counted on to be there is a
source of deep comfort to many who count its steadfastness.
Let us remember that the church is not the building, but the people! The church is Christ-centered disciples,
who find God’s steadfast love at the center of the cross where the vertical of the divine (God and us) meets the
horizontal (we and others) and radiates love and grace to all regardless of who they are or life’s struggles.
As life throws us curves and fastballs and strikes, let us cling to the Old Rugged Cross and exchange it someday
for a crown, as grace and love abounds.
Summer is here and the worship of God on Sunday mornings at 10:30 a.m. will continue
throughout. I call on all faithful and loving people of God to be present. Make worship
and praise in community your norm and not your exception. Take time to relax, rest and
enjoy this summer, but also worship in community. Be steadfast.
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At the Annual Congregational Meeting held on June 3rd after worship, the membership voted in the new Church year’s
leadership. The Council gladly welcomed Suleima Rosario Diaz as Chair of Deacons Committee; Jessy Brown as part of our
Christian Education Committee; Barron Cashdollar will Chair Pastoral Relations; and Luis Araujo serving as “At Large” member
of Council. Below is the full list of Officers and Committee members as of June 2018 and descriptions of the Deacons and
Committees abbreviated from our current Constitution and Bylaws. The dedication of these individuals and the communication
between these groups allow for the Church to continue on its purpose as God wills.
The Council -- The Council is responsible for the work of the Church subject to the Constitution and Bylaws of the Church,
acting as the Board of Trustees of this entity. The Council is responsible for stewardship of the Church s monies and encouraging good stewardship among the Church s members as well as maintaining active public relations and pastoral staff review.
Church Council
Moderator
Carleen Morris
CE
Allison Johnson
Deacons
Suleima Rosario-Diaz
Facilities
_________
Finance
Cherie Parker
Mission
Cheryl Rosario
At-Large
Dario Diaz
At-Large
Luis Araujo

2020*
2020*
2020
2020
2019*
2019*
2019*
2020

Church Officers
Moderator
Carleen Morris
Vice-Moderator Cherie Parker
Clerk
Wendell Scott
Treasurer
Cherie Parker
Asst. Treasurer ___________
Financial Sec.
Mary Dobos

2020*
2020*
2020*
2019*
2019
2020*

The Deacons – The Deacons are responsible for the spiritual life of the Church. This includes supervision of all things
included in our worship services as well as the Church Roll (Membership) and hospitality and fellowship (care) of members and
non-members in our midst. They also administer the Deacons’ Fellowship Fund to assist members of the Church in times of
need.
Suleima Rosario-Diaz, Chair
Beth Frantz
Steve Lind
Dot Bachman
Wendell Scott, Church Clerk
Natasha Klochkova

2020*
2019*
2019
2020*
2020*
2020*

Christian Education Committee – The CE committee is responsible for encouraging growth in discipleship by exercising supervision of the Christian Education programs of the Church. This includes Bible study, Sunday school classes, special
training and assisting in distributing resources that would assist in this education.
Allison Johnson, Chair
Jessy Brown
Linda Johnson
Katie Virzi
Erin Klein
Glen Brown

2020*
2020
2019
2019
2019
xx
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Facilities Committee – The Facilities Committee is responsible for stewardship of the Church’s property including acquisition, sale, rental, storage and proper maintenance and repair of all Church property and supervising the purchase of supplies.
________, Chair
George Goellner
June Goellner
Randy Hansen
Nancy Lambros

2020
2019*
2019*
2018
xx

Finance Committee – The Finance committee is responsible for all financial matters (except the Deacons’ Fellowship Fund). They prepare Income and Expense Budgets for approval of the Members and Actual Statements for
reporting as well as maintaining detailed records and recommendations for our invested funds.
Cherie Parker, Chair
_________,Assistant Treasurer
Bryan Morris
Chris Rosin
Mary Dobos, Financial Secretary

2019*
2020
2019*
2020*
2020*

Mission Committee – The Mission Committee is responsible for facilitating the mission ministries of the Church
including the Covenant relationship with ABCNJ and ABCUSA and any agreed upon participation in the community and
broader scoping social action.
Cheryl Rosario, Chair
Nancy Martin
Nova Spinner
Marlee Araujo
Maryann Friscia
Rintu Mathew

2019*
2019*
2020
2020*
2020*
2020*

Scholarship Committee – The Scholarship Committee reviews applications for the Grace Lee Thompson Scholarship Fund and determines the awards of that fund annually.
Wendell Scott, Chair
Jean Kellogg
Suleima Rosario-Diaz
Steve Lind

appointed 2017
appointed 2012
appointed 2015
appointed 2015

Pastoral Relations – The Pastoral Relations Committee is responsible for fostering constructive communication
between the congregation and its professional leadership and implementing the congregation’s responsibility for the
professional and personal well being of its professional staff.
Barron Cashdollar, Chair
Leonard Gabriel
Luis Araujo
Cal Martin

2014
2014
2014
*=2nd term

xx=staff
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The Christian Education
Committee has been going
strong to further God’s
kingdom and develop the
faith from our youngest to
our oldest. This summer,
Sunday school will continue to use our new curriculum called Faith, Friends and
Fun using the rotation model each week. During July
the children will read, listen and paint the Psalms,
which will be soothing and creative. During August the
children will explore feelings through art, music and
games. This summer, the Christian Education committee would also like to plan a fun family outing. Stay
tuned for more details to follow.
As always, our Children’s Sunday and Youth
Sunday were amazing worship services that were well
received by our loving congregation. I have always felt
the Youth Sunday service to always be a very special
worship service as we are able to worship through the
eyes our youth and experience God’s love in a different
and meaningful way. I also love leading Children’s Sunday with some of our youngest and being able to see

Christian Education

God through their eyes. Youth Group will continue
through the summer and youth group dinner is provided
for our youth group every Sunday night, therefore if
you would like to donate money towards a meal and/or
prepare a meal for our youth speak with Glen.
The focus of the Christian Education committee
has always been to provide intergenerational events
that can be enjoyed by all. Taco Bingo was another
great success with a great turn out and a fun time had
by all! The Christian Education Committee’s mission is
to ensure that from our youngest to our oldest continue
to learn and grow in their faith. I am so pleased with the
many happenings to increase Christian education here
at FBC and I look forward to what God has planned for
us.

--Allison Johnson
Chair, Christian Education Committee

-

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:
July 7
Ken & Terry Wooster
July 21 Cal & Nancy Martin
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:
Aug 2
Ben & Linda Johnson
Aug 4
Damaris & Angel Martinez
Aug 7
Ted & Judy Klein
Aug 22 Barron & Mary Cashdollar
Aug 22 Dario Diaz & Suleima
Rosario-Diaz

Mary Chin
543 Mountain Ave., #105
New Providence, NJ 07974
Tele. 908-795-1652
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SUMMER CHRISTIAN CAMP SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS:
Thanking everyone who contributes faithfully to our summer
Christian camp fund, we announce this year’s scholarship recipients:
Michael Klikushin attending Camp Lebanon, 2 weeks
Adrian Aguirre attending Camp Lebanon, 1 week
Kaleigh Spinner, attending Camp Sunshine, 1 week

During the summer months, our worship service with glorious and diverse music will continue at 10:30
a.m. We are even planning one or two worship services outdoors!
Look for more details.
We will have our Agape Potluck Lunch on August 5th so plan
your delicious summer dish to share.
The Prayer team continues to receive all prayer requests and
meet every second Tuesday of the month for a time of unity in
prayer.
For September we are looking forward with much joy to the baptism of 3 of our youth: Jeff Morris, Olivia Morris and Olivia
Rosario will be baptized on September 16th! You’ll want to
mark your calendar to be present as we witness their personal
testimony of faith and commitment unto Jesus. If you have been
considering baptism by immersion in our church, please speak to
Pastor Mayra.
Welcome to new chair of deacons, Rev. Suleima Rosario-Diaz!

MISSION TEAM TO PUERTO RICO!
We have 12 people confirmed and ready to pack
their bags as we go to Puerto Rico departing
Sunday, August 5th and returning Saturday, August 11th. Thank you to all who have shared in
our fundraising efforts making scholarships
available as well as donations to cover on-site
travel expenses.
We ask for your prayers as we go help to restore
and renew ministries and buildings deeply affected by Hurricane Maria.
Here is our Team:

Glen Brown
Jessy Brown
Marlee Araujo
Cherie Parker
Carleen Morris
Julie Morris
Jeff Morris
Olivia Morris
Olivia Rosario
Michael Klikushin
Abby Parker
Pastor Mayra

WHERE WILL YOU BE THIS
SUMMER????
Many of us will be traveling away from home
during the summer months enjoying the warm
weather and sunshine. We wish everyone safe
travels, and a relaxing and joyful time. But
while you’re out there visiting family, at the
beach, camping, or seeing new sites, please
remember your church at home.
It’s easy to keep your financial support of the
church current while you are away. Automatic
Bank Pay is an effective way to systematically
give through your checking or savings account.
Log onto your bank’s website and your individual account. Follow your bank’s instructions
for on line payments and set up First Baptist
Church as a new payee. You can set up recurring payments from now to the end of the
year. Do this before you take off to help us
meet our financial obligations.
Finance Committee

The Church Building - A report and a challenge
We have a beautiful building that God has given to this our
beloved congregation. We have accepted the responsibility for
keeping it a safe, clean and well-kept building. Prayerfully
consider your active participation in the Facilities Committee–
we need a chair!
A few items you all should know:
Building users:
All building users who are not a ministry of the church
provide their own liability insurance.
All building users are asked to leave everything as they
find it; to clean up after themselves and to always respect
the Lord’s House.
Folks with building keys use the building only upon
agreed time and purpose
Smoking nor drinking on the church premises is not permitted.
The grounds:
All Pro has been hired to mow our lawn and keep our
grounds clean and neat.
The Memorial Garden and flower bed by our educational
building (The Y) was weeded by Natasha Klochkova and
Elena Kruglyak. This is an ongoing project. When you
see a weed or two feel free to pull it out. J
Parking in our neighbor’s parking lot is permitted on Sunday only.
Please respect handicap parking
If you see something, say something to Pastor, Nancy or a
member of the facilities’ committee! Thank you.
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Thank you to:
N Elena Kruglyak and Natasha Klochkova for weeding our gardens

N Cherie Parker for covering office hours
while Nancy was away, as well as facilitating Noon Prayer time when Pastor
is away.

N Rintu Mathew for taking on projects
during the summer months

N Carleen Morris for decorating our bulletin board by the stairs leading to fellowship hall.

N Johnny Klikushin for his awesome job
Our English as a Second Language Ministry Program continues
strong! We finished our Spring session and look forward to a 10week cycle starting on September 18!

as our Sound/Tech Aide for the past
year and a half. We will miss you as
you off to Lehigh University in August!

N Sandra Garzon, our custodian while
Monica is away.

N Erin Klein & Devin Araujo for subbing
for Johnny Klikushin on sound and
screen

N All our English as a Second Language
tutors and caregivers for making our
program successful!

N All who have donated cereal to our
pantry. Please continue to do so, as
kids go hungry even more during summer months because they don’t have
schools to supplement meals.

YOU'RE INVITED. Sunday Morning Singles Discussion Group meets every Sunday morning in Fellowship Hall from 9 am to 10:15 am to discuss topics relevant to people 55 plus.
Here are recent topics discussed at meetings. What is your favorite technology? Should homework be
eliminated from elementary school? Sleep. Nonverbal communication.
Join us for a cup of coffee and good conversation.
Submitted by Maryann Friscia
mfriscia@verizon.net

170 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
Ph: 908-233-2278

e-mail
Pastor Mayra Castañeda
pastormayra@verizon.net
Michael Rosin
fbcmusic2@verizon.net
Glen Brown
glen@wholestep.org
Nancy Lambros
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net

www.fbcwestfield.org
www.facebook.com/firstbaptistwf
@FBCWestfield
FBC Westfield Music
fbc_westfield

O N G O I N G C A L E N DA R
Sundays:
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30a.m.
12:00pm
5 p.m.

C h u rc h S t a f f

Singles Fellowship
Worship Service: Nursery, Sunday School and Children’s choir following a brief Children’s Moments during worship service.
Prayer Team meets (2nd Sunday ea month)
Agape Potluck Lunch (1st Sunday ea month)
Youth Group (6th-12th grades)

Wednesdays
12Noon
Prayer time in the sanctuary (not July 4)
7pm
Jazz night (each Tuesday—rain date, Wednesdays)
Thursdays:
7:15/8pm
Saturdays:

Choir/Bell Rehearsals (see you in Sept!)
Men’s Breakfast & Women’s Book Club
(both resume in Sept)

Our Purpose

