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Ripple Effects
Pastor Mayra

A pebble thrown into a pond.
A strong wind blowing across the
water
Doing a kind deed
Being committed and responsible
What do all these things have in
common?
They all cause ripple effects incrementally extending their action
beyond the event or action itself.
A small pebble thrown into a
pond causes the ripples of water
to move beyond where the pebble
fell. Likewise, a strong wind that
blows on the face of the water
causes waves that carry far beyond. Doing a kind deed brings
joy and happiness and often causes people to pass it on. A committed and responsible person causes
a chain reaction of making things
happen because of their solid
work ethic.

The life, death and resurrection of
Jesus cannot even be placed in the
same category of those things that
cause ripple effects, but we can
affirm loudly that Jesus’ life, death
and resurrection continues to
cause amazing and powerful ripple effects that are felt in the life of
those who take it to heart, who
believe and who in their Christlike identity make a huge difference in the life of the one’s they
love, their friends, co-workers,

and in the community. These
are Easter people – not just
one Sunday out of the year,
but yearlong—they serve a
risen Savior!
Easter people, living out their
faith, come together to form
the local church, the power of
unity of purpose in making a
difference with the Good
News of Christ in word and
deed causes palpable ripple
effects where lives are transformed and hope is found.

Easter people are guided by
The Great Commandment
which causes us to love God
with all of who we are, to love
neighbor as oneself; The Great
Commission to go and make
disciples of all teaching them
to obey the commandments of
Jesus and to baptize them in
the name of the Father, the
Son and the Holy Spirit; The
Great Compassion of Christ
when he expects us to feed the
hungry, give drink to the
thirsty, welcome the stranger,
visit the sick and imprisoned.
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Some do consider that this all
comes at a Great Cost of not
having a life. A misunderstanding of the power of
Christ to do the work in our
lives that we think we must
do ourselves.
This is my prayer for all of
you, as was the Apostle Paul’s
long ago from Ephesians 3:1421:

14 For

this reason I bow my knees
before the Father, 15 from whom
every family in heaven and on
earth takes its name. 16 I pray
that, according to the riches of
his glory, he may grant that you
may be strengthened in your inner being with power through
his Spirit, 17 and that Christ may
dwell in your hearts through
faith, as you are being rooted and
grounded in love. 18 I pray that
you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what
is the breadth and length and
height and depth, 19 and to know
the love of Christ that surpasses
knowledge, so that you may be
filled with all the fullness of God.
20 Now

to him who by the power
at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more
than all we can ask or imagine, 21 to him be glory in the
church and in Christ Jesus to all
generations, forever and ever.
Amen

The post-Easter weeks bring us much celebration of the light after darkness, the risen Messiah; Everlasting Life after death! All month long we recognize the victory of our triumphant Lord. Choral and solo
offerings depict the power of this unconditional love, and remind us that it never fades. In May, we welcome
back the handbell choir and the children’s choir. The children will sing on Mother’s Day, May 13, a song of
thanks and love for our mothers. The week after, May 20th, is Pentecost. The Handbells will be providing a
service in a similar capacity to that of the orchestra—they will be preparing a few hymns to accompany the
congregation, as oppose to just the Morning Offering. This is to heighten the message of Pentecost and
Trinity Sunday (a week later), full of laud and praise. The bells will magnify the text with ringing and clanging, representing the Holy Trinity—Father, Son, & Holy Spirit.
Our calendar traditions return in June, with Children’s Sunday followed by Youth Sunday! Both services will be fun and full of music, as usual. They, along with the last week for choir, will serve as the end of
our 2017-2018 season.
In the summer, all regular ensembles (with the exception of our Praise Band) usually stop, as our Music
Ministry’s rehearsals mirror the academic calendar. However, I would like to welcome and greatly encourage all to be a part of our summer musical offerings! This commitment is very small and very different from
Chancel choir or the other groups. All preparations/practice are held in the morning before Sunday service,
and many genres and styles may be represented on any summer Sunday. Summer is our "green season", and
a wonderful time for you to provide a musical offering to the church in a unique way! And, of course, the perennial final disclaimer—you do not have to be a musician!
I wish you harmonious love and peace,
Michael Rosin
Director of Music Ministries
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The Christian Education Committee has been going strong to further God’s kingdom and develop the faith from our
youngest to our oldest. For adult education, the small group initiative has truly been a blessing as two small groups
led by Dean Pratt and Elaine Pratt and Carleen Morris. These small groups are a great opportunity for fellowship
with our brothers and sisters and to dive deeper into our faith.
Pastor Mayra has led several mini-courses on Reading the Bible with an Introduction to the Old and New Testaments and also a study on the Great Characters of the Bible. Plans are underway to show the movie Luther on April
11th and then starting a 4-week mini course on Prayer using Richard Foster’s book on prayer. All welcome to participate on Wednesday evenings, 7-8 p.m.
Sunday school has been using a new curriculum written by Pastor Mayra: Faith, Friends and Fun Curriculum using the
Workshop Rotation Model (WoRM). In this model the same Bible story is taught for 4-5 weeks. Each week classes
rotate into a new and unique workshop (art, video, game, drama, cooking, computer, storytelling, etc.). Therefore, it
allows our students to experience the same Bible story through different modalities thus deepening the student’s
experience and memory while attending creativity to each lesson. This new model has been well received by both
our students and Sunday school teachers! The last Sunday of each month is Mission Sunday and the children will be
making a craft or participating in a special project to be a blessing unto others.
We are also looking forward to Children’s Sunday on June 10th. As always this will be a beautiful worship service
in which our FBC children will lead us to experience God’s love through their eyes.
Youth group has continued to meet every Sunday and the group has been growing in numbers. Praise God! As always the Valentine’s Day dinner was a huge success for our youth group and was enjoyed by all! Looking forward,
the youth group will be planning a day trip to Point Pleasant soon after Easter and paint ball trip tentatively taking
place on April 8th. Also Youth Sunday will be on June 17th, Father’s Day. I have always felt the Youth Sunday
service to always be a very special worship service as we are able to worship through the eyes our youth and experience God’s love in a different and meaningful way. It is a special Sunday that you will not want to miss. Youth group
dinner is provided for our youth group every Sunday night, therefore if you would like to donate money towards a
meal and/or prepare a meal for our youth speak with Glen. Thank you to Jessy, Glen’s wife, for her steady presence
and leadership.
The focus of the Christian Education Committee has always been to provide intergenerational events that can be
enjoyed by all. Therefore, this year we will be having Taco Bingo!! This fun event will take on May 5th at 5pm.
The Christian Education Committee will provide the taco stations and we would like to ask our church family to
provide side dishes. Please bring a “gift” from something you have at home for the bingo winners to choose
from! Sign-up sheets will be available soon. This will be a fun event to be with our church family and have some delicious food!
The Christian Education Committee’s mission is to ensure that from our youngest to our oldest continue to learn
and grow in their faith. I am so pleased with the many happenings toincrease Christian education here at FBC and I
look forward to what God has planned for us.
Thank you to all our Sunday school teachers who rotate with me: Suleima Rosario-Diaz, Erin Klein and Carleen
Morris and all of our assistants both in Sunday school and in the nursery! A special thanks to Vickie Koslowski for
her time and gifts!
--Allison Johnson, Chair
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ongratulations to:

Devin Araujo, graduating with a Bachelor’s Degree
from The School of Visual Arts, May 7;
James Branagan, graduating with a High School Diploma from the Academy
for Information Technology;
Trent Gabriel, graduating with a DMD from Temple University Kornberg
School of Dentistry May 18;
Johnny Klikushin, graduating with a High School Diploma from Union County
Magnet High School;
Justin Rosin, graduating with a Master’s of Music Composition from Mannes
School of Music —The New School, May 18.

The Gabriel family invites friends and members of FBC to join
them in celebrating
Trent Gabriel’s graduation
from
Temple
School of Dentistry.
June 10
Following worship
Harvey Hall

The Facilities Committee meets the first Tuesday of each month and is responsible for building

Annual Spring
maintenance and improvements. We also have a Facilities Project Committee whose members are
clean up day,
available for special projects but who don’t want to attend meetings. We are looking for volunSaturday, April 14

teers to be on the Facilities Project Committee – no skills needed, just a willingness to
serve! Speaking of projects, we have our annual Spring Clean-Up day on Saturday April 14 (since
forecast calls for SNOW this Saturday, our original day), 9 am - 2 pm, lunch provided). Please sign-up in the
church office and come on Saturday around 9 am to help with making our church more beautiful! We need help
with flowers, gardening, landscaping, clearing out leaves, improving the Memorial Garden and painting railings
and window wells which are rusting. For our longer term plans, we are working on designs to improve the parking lot walkway beside the guard rail, improve the back entrance to protect the elevator, seal leaks found in the
roof, seal cracks in the parking lot, insulate air conditioning ductwork, re-route some gutter downspouts and repoint the mortar around our cornerstones . See Dean Pratt if you have suggestions or want to volunteer to help!

Thank you, Dean Pratt, Chair, Facilities Committee

The Mission Team has been busy planning for the Spring Church Gathered/Church
Scattered Days of service which will be held on Saturday and Sunday, April 21 and 22.
We are excited
that many have already been signing up after our Sunday worship service to participate in the many and
diverse service sites and there may be one or two more that will be made available. Here are the many ways you can be a
blessing to someone else:

Saturday, April 21st
Clean-up at Mindowaskin Park (Marlee Araujo, Team Leader) – meet at the park Gazebo at 9 a.m. or
anytime thereafter. Wear your FBC shirt!
Union County Food Bank (Pastor Mayra, Team Leader) – meet at the church at 11 a.m. (or meet us at the
Food Bank at 11:30 a.m. Sign-up is required as we only have 10 spots reserved for us.

Sunday, April 22, (Earth Day!)
Clark Nursing and Rehabilitation Center (Pastor Mayra, Team Leader) – meet at the Center at 2 p.m. for a chapel
service of singing, Bible reading and meditation. Paul Koslowski will provide accordion music.
Jumble Store Thrift Shop in Cranford (Carleen Morris and Nova Spinner, Team Leaders) – join others to help spruce
up this Junior League of Elizabeth store with outdoor landscaping and indoor clean-up.
Assemble Hygiene Kits for Church World Service (Rintu Mathew, Team Leader) – Can’t travel, stay after the worship service to help assemble 100 hygiene kits which will be sent worldwide by CWS to places who have been devastated by
hurricanes, earthquakes, floods, etc. We are collecting single packaged Oral Gel Soft bristle toothbrushes to be included in
the kit. Bring your donations to the church.
Cook a meal for Family Promise’s ministry to people who are homeless (Nancy Martin, Team Leader) – We need
at least 6 people who will use our fellowship hall kitchen to cook a protein, vegetables, salad and dessert which will provide
a warm meal for families who are homeless. This is part of our ongoing partnership with Family Promise, as our 2 teams
provide meals 3-4 times per year. Please sign-up for this vital activity.
Also, as a church we continue to support the Cranford/Elizabeth Food Pantry by collecting healthy cereal. They get nonperishable food from the Food Pantry and Local Stores but they are always in short supply of cereal. We can make a difference there! This is a year round collection.
The children’s Sunday school classes will now also make the last Sunday of every month Mission Sunday where the
children will do a craft or actively participate in a project to give away! We are also excited for the Mission Trip to Puerto Rico on August 4th – 12th! We pray many will join in helping to restore not only buildings but lives who have suffered
devastation because of the storms of last year. Sign-up with initial interest in the church as an informational meeting will
soon be held.
- - Cheryl Rosario, Chair, Missions

What a joy to be able to report on the ongoing English as a Second Language (ESL) Ministry at our church. We have been blessed by all your
support and prayers and by the gracious giving of our tutors, child caregivers and helpers. Our students appreciate the program as it offers them a
safe environment to practice their English language skills, build confidence
and forge friendships.
Here, I would like to share some of our success stories :
A young lady from Iran who migrated to US in Sept 2017 heard that
churches offer English classes. She joined our class and very soon felt empowered to appear for the NJ driving test and secured her driving license. She has also found a job as a Sales Associate in a clothing store and
her tutor helps her with the vocabulary and skills needed for her job.

Potluck Lunch
Sunday, May 6/Sunday, June 3
Right after worship
Bring a favorite dish, and a friend or
neighbor!

T

HANK YOU TO:

...Donna Lind for removing wax from our

A grandmother from El Salvador who had been working as a Custodian for pew cushions/floors;
several years attended our classes and with a newfound verve has started ...Bill Hopkins and Donna Lind for hanging emergency procedure diagrams;
her own taxi service.
A young mother of two from Mexico has been with us from the beginning
and she now brings her children to worship service at our church. It’s
wonderful to see her being welcomed by our church family and her children participate in all the activities.
A young girl from Brazil, after attending a couple of sessions, surprised us
by volunteering to tutor. She was able to bring her experience of learning
a foreign language into planning lessons for her student.
I would like to conclude by sharing that in our current session, we have at
least 2 other faith traditions represented: A Muslim student, Jewish tutors
and they are finding hospitality and peace in our Christian church. Jesus’
love has no barriers. He has a plan and purpose for each and every one of
us and brings us together for the extension of His kingdom.
The Spring 2018 cycle of ESL comes to a close on April 17th . We are offering a 6 week cycle of English classes from May 8th to June 12th, 6:308:30 pm. I invite you to pray about it and consider being a Tutor so we
can help more learners in the community.

(Our Daily Bread)

Rintu Mathew,
English as a Second Language Ministry
Coordinator

...Monica Cano (our custodian) and her husband for re-covering the baptismal pool;
...Cherie Parker for picking up our Easter
palms and Easter lilies;
...Natasha Klochkova for all her extra
sweets and treats for ESL;
...Nancy Martin for the Food Pantry Signs
...Carleen Morris for the hallway bulletin
board;
...Chris Rosin for the Financial Seminar
presentation.

Supermarket Gift Card Program
Orders are processed once a month and
forms can be found in the manila envelope
posted on the bulletin board outside the
church office. Make checks, payable to First
Baptist. More info on bulletin board.
-- Finance Committee
News from the Sunday Morning
Singles Discussion Group
The Group affectionately known as
"Singles" was founded thirty-nine years
ago under the guidance of Senior Pastor, Dr. Robert Harvey, for members of
The First Baptist Church of Westfield
who were living life alone. Look for
details for when the anniversary will be
celebrated. All are welcome.
Submitted by Maryann Friscia,
Moderator

Happy Birthday, Happy Anniversary to...

FBC is going to Puerto Rico to help with hands-on efforts to rebuild homes, communities and lives! !
Our RRR (Rebuilding, Restoring, Renewing) week is
August 4th – August 12th.
More details will be shared soon.
If you are interested in joining the volunteer team, please sign the “Initial Interest” sign-up sheet on
the bulletin outside the church office.
Mini Course on Prayer using
Richard Foster’s book: Prayer,
Finding the Heart’s True Home

Saturday, April 21, 10 am.

Book of discussion: Rules of Civility by Amor Towles.
Book club will also meet in May and June before they
adjourn for the summer months. They resume in September and most months it’s the 3rd Saturday.
You can email Kathleen Borchers if you would like additional information: kcbor1210@gmail.com

The Men's Group
Meeting will be
held on
Saturday, April
28th 9:00 a.m.

Wednesday April 18 and 25
and May 2 and 9 at 7 p.m. in
the Lounge
Sign up in the church office.

-

Sundays:
9:00 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Rev. Mayra Castañeda, Senior Pastor

11:30 a.m.
12 Noon
5:00 p.m.

Singles Fellowship
Choir rehearsal
Worship Service (nursery available)
Children’s Sunday School follows Children’s Moments. Children’s choir practice follows Sunday
school.
Prayer Team meets (2nd Sunday, monthly)
Agape Lunch (1st Sunday, monthly)
Youth Group (6th-12th grades)

Wednesdays:
12 Noon

Prayer/meditation in the sanctuary

Thursdays:
7:15/8 p.m.

Choir/Bell Rehearsals

Saturdays:
9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Michael Rosin, Director of Music
Ministries
Glen Brown, Youth Ministry Coordinator
Nancy Lambros, Church Administrator
Monica Cano, Custodian
Johnny Klikushin, Sound/Tech Aide

·
·

Men’s Breakfast (monthly, April 28)
Women’s Book Club (monthly, April 21)

·

