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This treasured tradition brings us
all around the table to share a
Thanksgiving meal and have
communion together as a church family. The
banquet is Sunday, November 20th, at 6:00
p.m. at the Activities Center. The food will be
plentiful with turkeys, hams and wild game
provided by the hunters of the church. Each
family should bring 2 sides to share, enough to
feed your family plus 10 others. We will also collect
Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes that evening.
It will be a wonderful evening of delicious food, laughter, worship, fun and
friendship. Childcare is provided for preschoolers.
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OCC
Shoe Boxes
Be sure to bring your Operation
Christmas Child (OCC) shoeboxes to the
Wildlife Banquet on November 20th. In
the hands of local churches, every gift-filled
shoebox is a powerful tool for evangelism
and discipleship—transforming the lives of children and their families around the world
through the Good News of Jesus Christ!
You may pick up empty shoeboxes, to be filled,
downtown in the Connector Building or at the
Activities Center. Plan to bring your shoebox(s) to the
Wildlife Banquet or drop them off at the Activities
Center after November 12.
For a list of items to consider
when packing a shoebox
visit www.samaritanspurse.org.

Worship
Schedule

Ask, Seek, Knock
How would you feel if someone asked you for your lunch?
I’m guessing that little boy from Galilee wasn’t the only
one who had a sack lunch, he was just the one person in the
crowd who said yes.
It’s amazing what God will do when we say yes. A few months
ago, I paid Gaye Thomas a visit at Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard.
I asked her why she volunteered there. She said that someone
asked her and she thought she was capable of doing what they needed. So she said yes.
One of the things that’s most impressive about Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard is that it’s
completely run by volunteers. They feed thousands of people every year with no paid staff.
Just people who said, “yes, I’ll give you some of my time”.

“I wait for the LORD, my soul
does wait, And in His word do I
hope.” - Psalm 130:5

November 6

“A Question & An Answer”
Psalm 13
Matt Cook

November 13
“Worth the Wait”
Psalm 66:8-12
Matt Cook

November 20
“Waiting with Hope”
Luke 21: 25-31
Jim Everette

“Greetings you who are highly
favored! The Lord is with you”
- Luke 1:28

November 27
“Room at the Inn”
Luke 2:17
Matt Cook

So when I was there, I asked Gaye what the ministry needed other than food and volunteers.
“Well,” she said, “we need a new commercial freezer. The one we have isn’t really working
and that limits what we can give.” “Let’s ask and see what happens,” I responded. And so she
did. A few weeks ago, right after we turned our attention to focusing on hunger, Gaye told
the story of the need. And lo and behold, someone said yes. Last Sunday, a person in our
church handed her a check and now Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard has a new freezer.
Someone said yes and that’s what matters.
Sometimes we think our contributions are meager, not much compared to what someone else
is capable of giving. Sometimes we think our gifts aren’t that impressive, not much compared
to amazing things that someone else is capable of doing. But God doesn’t see it that way. We
never impress God with how much we give, that’s a human measurement. We impress God
with our heart for giving whatever we’re capable of giving.
We’ve asked you to do a lot of different things in this year-long mission trip called
KOG2ILM, some small, some big. But the most important thing isn’t for you to say yes to
what we’re asking you to do, it’s to say yes to whatever you’re capable of doing, whatever that
looks like because all of us need to see what is possible when we say yes to God. Our yes not
only makes an impact on the world, it makes an impact on us. Like the first time someone
from the government walked into a room of Air Force pilots and said, “we’re starting this
organization called NASA and we want to know if any of you would be interested?” Or the
time when a guy from Liverpool named John said to his friend Paul, “Hey, do you want
to join a band?”. But now imagine that’s not some government bureaucrat or even John
Lennon who is asking you to give something a try but God himself. What might happen?
Wouldn’t you like to find out?!?
In the next few months, here’s my simple advice—listen for God’s offer to join Him in what
He wants to do with you, through you, and for you…and say YES! I think the world will
be glad you did, and so will you.

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be
opened to you.” Acts 7:7

OUR VISION:

To become a community of
believers who are open and welcoming to
anyone, no matter where they are on their
faith journey, and is intentionally joining
with Christ in His redemptive work and
purposes in the world.

OUR MISSION:
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To become, and help others
to become, fully devoted
followers of Jesus Christ.

Thankful Hearts
Luncheon
Join the Harrelson Center for their
5th Annual Thankful Hearts
Luncheon on November 17, to
hear about all of the wonderful
things that are happening at the
Harrelson Center! If you are
interested in attending,
sponsoring or volunteering,
contact info@harrelsoncenter.org or 910-343-8212.

Upcoming Children’s Ministry Events
It’s time to CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS on Saturday, December 3 at 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. with a Happy Birthday Jesus Party
complete with the traditional impromptu play for all interested
actors and actresses, the Christmas story, read from scripture by
children, singing of carols, a children’s sermon and even party games
for the whole family! This special worship service,
designed for and led by children, will create a special Christmas memory for your family; complete with crafts and birthday cake to celebrate
Jesus’ birth!
The service begins in the sanctuary at 10:00 a.m. sharp! All cast and
characters must be dressed and in the sanctuary by 9:45 a.m. Costumes
will be available for pick up ahead of time on Sundays, November 20
and 27 in the lower Connector Building from 9:45-10:10 a.m. Costumes
will be also be available on December 3 from 9:00-9:30 a.m. Scripture readers and those with speaking parts will have a rehearsal
on Wednesday, November 30 at 6:00 PM downtown. Child pianists and other instrumentalists, and children interested in having a
speaking part, should sign up by emailing Becca Jones at bjones@fbcwilmington.org.

All 3rd-5th graders are invited to join the Passport Kids Camp July 9-12,
2017 at Converse College in Spartanburg, SC. The $65 deposit and
commitment cards are due by November 13. Parents look for the email
with all of the details sent from Becca Jones! Contact Becca for more
information at bjones@fbcwilmington.org

Alderman Elementary Thank You Notes

Alderman Elementary students sent thank you notes to First Baptist Church Kids for the
recent candy and encouraging notes received in October by our Singers Seekers and Servers on
Wednesday nights.

Life is Better Together!
Adults, Kids and Youth have had a wonderful time of learning
and making new friends this fall at CrossTraining. Come join
in for the last three weeks of the fall semester. Dinner starts
at 5:00 p.m. and adult, kids and youth class are from
6:15-7:30 p.m.
November 2: Thy Kingdom Come:
Praying for Ourselves & Our World
Leader: Jayne Davis
November 9: Gospel & the Star News: Hunger
Leader: Jim Everette
November 16: I Love To Tell The Story
Leader: Jeannie Troutman

Christmas Poinsettias

The Sanctuary will be filled with red poinsettias during the
Advent and Christmas
seasons. To order a
poinsettia to place in the
sanctuary, send a check to
the church office (411 Market
Street, Wilmington NC 28401).
Poinsettias are $15 and can be
made in honor or in memory
of a loved one. Order forms are
also in the Order of Worship.
The deadline to order is
December 15.
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Sharing Life Together

L

Fall Guatemala Mission Trip
Leaves A Lasting Impression
I wanted to participate in the Guatemala mission trip but
was a little frightened at the prospect. Thankfully, with the
encouragement from Tara & Nathan Tuttle and Don Vigus, I
pursued what had become one of the most significant events
in my life. Upon arriving at the mission, my previous fears
turned to tears when I saw the living conditions of the
people. What completely surprised me was the happiness
that was evident in the people, especially the children. I felt
the presence of God most powerfully in the way the mission
group bonded and truly became brothers and sisters in
Christ, united in the goal to minister to the needs of the
wonderful people of Guatemala. - Wanda Musselwhite

God woke me up in the middle of the night while in
Guatemala. The following is what He put on my heart,
that I immediately wrote down: We were All God’s
children playing together, not working. All ages young
and old as one. God gave me a snapshot of what the
world could be and I saw man and the world, not as
negatives, but possibilities. He showed me my true
Identity: child of God - not divorced, not sick, not
feeling bad or other negative labels we put on ourselves.
All walks of life came together seamlessly - how different
would the world be if we all did this every day? No competition - all working
together and helping each other with one common group goal. Not individual
success, but group success for the kingdom of God. Everything I’ve read in God’s
word and heard in song or sermon came together full circle concerning our
purpose and how to achieve, and what this world could look like if we do. I
consider myself privileged to have been a part of this and I am forever changed.
I feel like I have been aligned and focused on the things in life that matter and
have been shown that everything we read and sing about in the word of God is
not just a dream or hope but actually real and possible. I’m not my own - I was
bought with a price and now I am going to give God what He purchased years
ago - my life. I understand about being a new creation. Old things have passed
away. I will put on my spiritual man and hope to be a usable vessel because God
showed me what is and can be.- Chris Costen

November Offering

Each November
we collect an
offering to
support and
encourage the
NC Baptist
Children’s
Home. Many
children are
given a chance
to live the “abundant life” though the ministries of
our Baptist Children’s Homes. Envelopes are available
in the Connector Building.
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In Sympathy

One of the most amazing
things from this trip was being
able to read the Bible with children
in Spanish. Several kids were
gathered around me as we began
to read stories. I loved hearing the
excitement and emotion in their
voices especially as they read about
Jesus calming the waves and storm
while He was in the boat with
His disciples. They had such
enthusiasm about this story, like
they were telling it from experience
and in a way they were. These
children and the people of
Guatemala know God in a different
way, they rely on Him everyday for
their basic needs. They know from
experience of His power to protect
and provide for them. They have
encouraged me to have that same
passion when I read from God’s
word, because I am reminded of
God’s powerful qualities and that is
worth taking delight in!
-Bethany Martin

Christian sympathy is extended to Sarah Keagy & Brenna Keagy Carpenter on
the loss of their mother, Sheila Evans, on October 2nd. Sheila was a member of
FBC for 32 years.
Christian sympathy is extended to Robert Smith & Julia Davis on the loss of his/her
wife/sister, Rose Smith, on October 7th. Rose was a member of FBC for 25 years.
Christian sympathy is extended to Joe Teal (nephew) and other family members and
friends on their loss of Mr. Lucius Robert George, Jr., on October 13th. Mr. George
was a member of FBC for 62 years.
Christian sympathy is extended to Jim Glass on the loss of his brother, Charles Glass
on October 21st.
Christian sympathy is extended to Paul Peterson on the loss of his sister, Peg, on
September 25th.

Memorial Gifts

The following memorials have been given generously, & we are deeply grateful:

General Fund

Local Missions

Vineyard Sunday
School Class

In honor of Bobby & Estell Harrelson In memory of James E. Everette, Jr.
by Charlene & Sam Loftis
by Mary Gough
by Betty D. Murrell
In honor of Cameron Thayer’s
16th Birthday
Hunger Relief
by Ron & Tracey Thayer
In memory of James E. Everette, Jr.
by the Sam Franklin Family
In memory of Harriett D. Barlowe
by the Wake Forest High School
Music Ministry
Class of 1959
In memory of Lucius George
In memory of Lucius George
by Russ Fales, Jr.
by the FBC Diaconate
by Kathy & David Berry, Jr.
by Lindsey & Lucy Odom
by Margaret & Charles Fore
by Debbie & David Gammons
In memory of Ruth Doss
by Nancy H. Formy-Duval
by Mae S. Spencer
by Judy & Jay Brown
In memory of Frank Bowen
by Rosa Lee R. Watters
by Betsy & Frank Olive
by Jim & Glenda Currin
by Patty & Tom Head
In memory of Craven Hughes
by
Essell
& Martha Womble
by John & Carolyn Hicks
by Sid & Donna Livingston

Let’s Stop Hunger
As we continue
our year-long
mission trip,
KOG2ILM, we journey
into the second place of
brokenness in our community,
HUNGER. Each person is
invited to Pray, Learn, Do
and Reflect on what we are
called to do to bring the
Kingdom of God to
Wilmington (KOG2ILM).
North Carolina is one of five states with the highest number of
people who struggle with food insecurity. But we are followers of
a Savior who is capable of taking what we give Him and using
it to feed the multitudes. For details and to get involved, visit
www.becauselovedoes.org

Join Us for Tuesday
Noon Church
Join us for a midweek boost at Tuesday Noon
Church! Come have a wonderful meal
($5/person) and time of fellowship that is
followed by a short devotional Tuesdays in
November (no Tuesday Noon on November 22).
The updated schedule, speakers and menu are
always on our website under the Worship tab.

Called to
Action

A few months ago, FBC members participated in a
prayer walk around our church to focus on specific
areas of brokenness in our city. Our Sunday School
class, the “Vineyard,” felt called to action, specifically
to help with children facing hunger. Scott Burrell took
the initiative, and Pastor Jim Everette put him in touch
with Rev. James Jamison. Reverend Jamison is a
chaplain with the Wilmington Police Department,
pastor of Hope Baptist Church and primary founder
and organizer of “Boots on the Ground,” an
interdenominational group who goes into areas of
the city that need it most to provide a meal and
caring presence, typically once a month.
The Vineyard class has teamed up with Jamison’s
group for 4 events now, including an
Interdenominational Back-2-School bash where
we, along with numerous others, served up over 3000
hot dogs at the Martin Luther King Jr. Center one
very hot Saturday in August.

Do You Have The
Gift of Hospitality?
Interfaith needs you the week of November 13-20!
Volunteers are needed to stay overnight or to provide
a meal for our Interfaith guests (those who spend the
night will have their own room). If you would be willing
to serve or would like more information, contact Kelsey
Creech at 763-2471 or kcreech@fbcwilmington.org.

New Arrivals

Congratulations to Nathan & Tara Tuttle on the birth of their
son, Christopher Justus (CJ) Tuttle, on October 22, 2016.
We welcome Luke Ellis Blair, son of Jeremy and Laura Blair.
He was born January 16, 2016 and came home to his forever
family on October 23, 2016.

September Financial Report

Sept. Goals: $155,371.00
Sept. Receipts: $157,813.00

$1,491,636.00
YTD Goals:
YTD Receipts: $1,416,855.00

Special Collections: $44,370.36

Sunday Attendance
Worship

Sunday School

OCT OCT
9
2
617
512

No Service
No Service

OCT OCT OCT
16
23
30
604
500

582
441

629
484
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On December 18th we will collect
unwrapped toys during both worship
services to be distributed to needy
families at the special Christmas at The
Cove event to be held on December
19th. Details and gift ideas will be
posted on the FBC website.

Grab your best singing voice and join us for
Christmas Caroling to our homebound and
nursing home members on December 4th!
Meet at the Activities Center at 4:15 p.m.
and everyone will be divided into teams.
Christmas caroling means so much to our
homebound members and is the highlight
of their Christmas, so join in this wonderful
and meaningful time for the whole family
and give the gift of song!

Join us on Friday, December 2 for the
Mike’s Farm Christmas Variety Show!
The cost of $48.50 will include the bus
ride, the Mike’s Farm famous family
style meal, the variety show and the
hayride through the Christmas light
show. Sign up soon because we already
have a good list going!

The much anticipated Christmas at
First Baptist concert will be held each
night December 9-11 at 7:30 p.m.
(doors open at 6:30 p.m.). Presented
by the Chancel Choir and orchestra,
this 3-night event will be one to
remember. We will collect donations
for Cape Fear Habitat for Humanity
at each concert. Admission is free and
child care is provided.

Save the date for the Happy Birthday
Jesus Party on Saturday, December 3
from 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. This is a
wonderful family fun day celebrating
Christ’s birth! More details are on
page 7.

On December 24 at 4:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m.,
and 11:00 p.m., we will have a beautiful
Candlelight Communion service to
anticipate the coming of Christ into the
world. Invite a friend! Child care is
provided at the 4:00 and 6:00 p.m.
services.

6

Hurricane
Matthew Relief

Hurricane Matthew has impacted North Carolina with record-setting
flooding and devastation. The disaster response will be ongoing and
our relief efforts will be modified as the needs change. FBC is committed
to a long-term effort of supplying opportunities for donations of services,
goods, time and prayer. Please check our website: www.fbcwilmington.org
for an update on upcoming work days. You may also help victims in
the following ways:

Provide a FINANCIAL DONATION to Baptist on Mission. Baptist men
and women are on the front lines providing hot meals and supplies to those
impacted. The website is www.baptistsonmission.org. You can also write a
check to First Baptist Church (Memo Line - Hurricane Relief).
Purchase SUPPLIES of hygiene items and diapers. Donations can be taken to the
church downtown or to the Activities Center.
PRAY- You are invited to pray for the people who are impacted by flooding. Pray for
the volunteers who give and go in the name of Jesus. Pray for the safety and stamina of
the relief workers, that God’s love will be shown in love and in deed.

GPS College
Ministry

The Fall Semester of UNCW is well underway
and First Baptist’s college ministry called GPS is
in full swing. Over 247 college students signed up
at the GPS Involvement Fair booth. We have had well
over 100 college students help feed the homeless on Tuesday night already this semester, and over 50
have come to be homework helpers for the Karen Burmese Refugee children and teenagers. UNCW’s
fall break was at the same time as our FBC Guatemala Mission Trip and 12 GPS students spent
the week serving God as missionaries, building houses, playing with the children, and distributing food.

DNOW Youth Fall
Retreat 2016
On the weekend of October 1-2, ninety-nine students and
adults headed to Fort Caswell for our annual DNOW Fall
Retreat. There were 20 churches gathered, mostly from
the Wilmington community, for a great weekend of
worship and fellowship. The theme of the weekend was
“Awakening”. Students and adults were challenged to wake
up to a God that is alive and desperately wants to be a in a
relationship with our young people and adults. Students
were reminded of God’s love and that each of us are a
child of God. Even in a fast paced, unfamiliar world that
teenagers are navigating through, it is important to
allow God’s love to control us from the inside out, rather
than being controlled by all the outside noises and
factors. Thank you to all the adult leaders who made
it a great weekend for our young people, and thank
you to the FBC family for your continued prayers and
support of the Student Ministry.
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