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You could feel the excitement in the air as our church began to gather at the South End of
Wrightsville Beach on Sunday afternoon. Beach chairs, blankets and picnic dinners were set out,
kids were playing on the edge of the shore, a competitive game of corn hole was in full swing and
the fellowship of new and old friends sharing hugs and laughter filled the air.
The words of the old familiar hymn ‘I have decided to follow Jesus, no turning back, no turning
back,’ were sung by those being baptized and echoed by the family and friends who had come to
witness and celebrate their loved ones. Those same family and friends, along with the entire church
family, gathered around each candidate as we prayed and promised to walk alongside each one of
them as they continue to grow toward “being fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.”
When the group entered the calm waters there was an excitement and anticipation that rippled
through the crowd. The power of the Holy Spirit was evident as one by one, each of the fourteen
people who were baptized was lowered into the water being ‘buried with Christ in baptism and
raised to walk in newness of life.’
We can never underestimate the power of God moving and the power that is in the witness of believers sharing their faith. A
family visiting the beach for an afternoon of fun couldn’t help but notice our crowd and all that was happening. One of the men,
Jarrod, in their group was so moved that he too, wanted to share his love of Jesus and decision to follow after Christ by being
baptized. Our group clapped and cheered as Jarrod, who had no connection to our church or any of our people listened and
obeyed the promptings of God on his life.
We ended our time together with Holy Communion. One by one, being reminded of God’s great love poured out for each one of
us through the body and blood shed by His Son, Jesus Christ. As the sun began to set and our time came to a close there was
love in the air, love for one another, love for new believers, love for our church, and mostly, God’s love felt by all.

WHO IS THE MOST
GENEROUS PERSON YOU
KNOW?
I’ve been blessed to know several people that were amazingly generous:
generous with time; with money; with prayer; with love. But regardless of
what form their generosity takes, they all share something in common - joy!
Have you ever met a person who is consistently generous and consistently
in a bad mood? I’ve yet to meet someone who fits that description. Maybe
the Apostle Paul was on to something then when he said “it’s more blessed
to give than receive.”
That’s one of the reasons why we’re going to spend some time in the month of October talking about generosity.
Money is not first and foremost an institutional matter, it’s a spiritual matter. Our relationship with money can either
be the wind in the sails of our relationship with God and our relationship with our neighbors, or it can be the weight
that slows us down. And one of the reasons that I believe that our church has prospered throughout its history is
because we’ve found a way for generosity to be something that launches us upward (toward God) and outward
(towards a world in need).
In the next few days you’re going to get an invitation in the mail to take stock of God’s generosity in your life. All of
us will get the opportunity to stop and ask ourselves about all the ways that God has blessed us, and then to stop
and ask how you might respond to God’s generosity to you, by displaying your own generosity to your neighbors.
My prayer for our church, but also for all of us as individuals is that we’ll learn what it looks when generosity takes
deep root in us. Maybe the reason the Bible speaks very little of obligation but so often of joy is that God doesn’t
give so much to us because he HAS to give, but because he WANTS to give. And that is a lesson for us that he
longs for us to apply to our lives.

DEACON ELECTIONS
October is the month for Deacon election at First Baptist Church. This year our process for electing Deacons will be
modified to allow for the implementation of our new Deacon Ministry model. During the week of October 6th, you will
receive your nomination form(s) along with specific instructions for nominating Deacons for your small group and our
church At-large Deacons. A few things to note:

DEACON MINISTRY JOB DESCRIPTION

Beginning in January, our deacons will place their main focus on the connection and care of our members. A
deacon should have the time capacity to notice and then to act when people need care. A deacon should be
trustworthy and able to keep things confidential. They should be people who are engaged in the life of First Baptist
Church through worship, discipleship, and mission.

SMALL GROUP DEACON ELECTION

Every member of our church who is in a small group (Sunday school classes plus Deepwater and the Chancel
Choir) will choose their group deacon(s). Deacons will be servant leaders whose job is to serve as connection
and care-givers for your small group. They will help make sure that we do not lose touch with people in this busy
world in which we all live, and they are a vital link between your small group and the church staff to make sure that
needs are known.
All church members in your Small Group will receive a nomination form through the mail that is customized
specifically for your class. Each small group will choose a designated number of deacons based on the size of your
small group. Smaller groups may only have one or two deacons, while larger groups will have more to care for the
larger group. You will be asked to prayerfully fill it out, sign it, and either mail it in or bring it to the church and place
it in our Deacon Election box.

AT-LARGE DEACON ELECTION

Every member of our church, including those in small groups, will take part in choosing our
At-Large Deacons. At-Large Deacons will focus on connection and care for
those who are not currently engaged in a small group. The primary focus
will be on hospital visitation and caring for our members who are
physically unable to attend church.
The nomination form for At-Large Deacons will
be like the forms used to elect deacons in
the past. You will write the names of the
individuals that you believe will do the
best job. Those individuals with
the greatest number of
nominations will then be
presented to the Church
for election.

JOIN US AT
CROSSTRAINING!

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS THROUGH NOV 15
6:15 - 7:15 PM AT THE FBC ACTIVITIES CENTER

CLASSES:

SEVEN REALITIES FOR
EXPERIENCING GOD STUDY
URCH
PTIST CH
T BAON
FIRS
ILM IN GT
W

TWELVE ORDINARY MEN: MEN’S
SMALL GROUP
FINANCIAL PEACE STUDY
CHILDREN’S CROSSTRAINING
YOUTH SMALL GROUPS
KAREN TUTORING & MENTORING
We hope to see you there! Sign up on our
website: www.fbcwilmington.org.

KEN CASWELL

PJ EBY

Ken Caswell relocated to North Carolina
from Vermont and brought his love for
Christ and missionary zeal with him.
We have been blessed to have him and
Mary in our congregation for the past few
years and the people of our area have
been shaped by Ken’s love for teaching
in the formal classrooms of math classes
and tutoring refugees. His love for Christ
led him to go on a mission trip to
Guatemala recently and to follow Jesus
in being baptized by immersion.

While leading worship time during the Youth
Mission Trip this summer and studying the
lyrics as she dove deeper into their biblical
foundations, PJ was overwhelmed by God’s
love and decided to follow Jesus with her
whole heart. PJ wanted to mark this time in
her life by rededicating herself and being
baptized. Her parents are Albert and
Scharlotte and her big sister is Bailey,
together with her family, we celebrate God
working in PJ’s life and can’t wait to walk
with her as she grows in her faith.

“but grow in the grace and knowledge of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ To Him be the glory,
both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.” - 2 Peter 3:18

DILLION SMITH

MATTHEW SUGGS

MADISON YOUSEY

AUDREY PATE

JADA THOMAS

PATRICK GRIFFIN

BUD GASKINS

Dillion Smith made the decision to get
baptized while on the Middle School
Camp at Ridgecrest this summer. Dillion
is an 8th grader at Roland Grise.
Dillion has grown up at FBC and has
been a faithful participant in the FBC
Youth Ministry. He enjoys spending time
with his family and friends. Dillion is the
son of Stuart & Julia Smith.

Matthew Suggs made a decision to begin
a personal relationship with Jesus and
be baptized over the summer. Matthew
began attending the FBC Youth Group as
a middle school student. He is currently a
12th grader at Hoggard High School and
is committed to play baseball and attend
UNC-Wilmington next fall. Matthew is the
son of Stan & Melody Suggs.

Madison Yousey made a profession of faith
and expressed her desire to be baptized
on the Middle School Camp at Ridgecrest.
Madison is an 8th grader at Leland Middle
School. She has been a faithful participant
in the FBC Youth Ministry over the past year
and she enjoys playing soccer and hanging
out with her friends. Madison is the daughter
of Matt & Ginger Yousey.

We celebrate Audrey Pate’s recent decision
to profess her faith in Christ. She has been
a part of our church family from birth and
is now in the sixth grade at Myrtle Grove
Middle School. Audrey enjoys playing
soccer and spending time on the water
with her family, big sister Lydia and
parents Jennifer and Joe Pate.

Jada Thomas has been a part of First
Baptist since her birth and been influenced
by the love of her grandmother, Jill Pack.
Hearing the stories of faith read to her and
observing the love of Christ in the way her
grandmother lives every day led Jada to
faith in Christ and following Him by being
baptized. Jada is in the 3rd grade at
Bellville Elementary School where she
allows Jesus to shine in her life.

Patrick Griffin has grown up in stature and
spirit through the love of his family and
the ministry of First Baptist. Always an
example of faith in Christ and integrity in
living, Patrick embodies what it means to
be a fully devoted follower of Jesus. After
graduating from UNC-Chapel Hill, Patrick
spent the past year serving as a
missionary to people in the Far East. His
recent baptism is but another means of
witness of his faith and service to Christ.

Some people may have wondered why
Bud Gaskins, one of our deacons, was
baptized recently. Bud has been a
member of our church for the last 28
years. Bud says it is because he came to
us from a Christian tradition that did not
emphasize baptism by immersion and as a
matter of witness of his faith in Jesus and
service deacon ministry in First Baptist,
he wanted to go all the way under. We
celebrate with Bud and his wife, Sheila.

JAMIE CRUMPTON

CAROLINE DE HASS

LAWTON THOMPSON

JACKSON WOMBLE

KAY & TOM JONES

Jamie has heard her whole life about the
love of Jesus and she accepted that love
at Middle School Beach Camp in the 7th
grade. She has decided to let the voice of
God be louder than the voice of fear and
Jamie followed God’s prompting by
stepping into the waters of baptism.
Jamie, we celebrate with you and
promise to help you continue to grow in
your walk with Jesus. Jamie’s parents are
Tom and Dorothy, her sister is Maddie,
and her grandmother is Dorothy Allen.

Caroline DeHaas has been a follower
of Jesus for many years and we are
delighted that she has joined us as a
result of her recent marriage to one of our
deacons, Bob DeHaas. Caroline has a
passion for serving others and growing in
her understanding of scripture. We look
forward to growing in Christ with her.

Lawton Thompson’s photo appeared on the
cover of the written history of FBCW nine
years ago. He was a young boy offering his
praise to God as best as he could. Now,
as a 7th grader at Myrtle Grove Middle
School, Lawton has come to a place in his
life where he has made the decision to give
himself totally to following Jesus. He has
been discipled by his parents, grandparents
and his mentors in the church. Lawton’s
parents are Kelly and Jeff Thompson. His
grandmother is Vickie Lide.

Jackson Womble enjoys scouting and
fishing but he loves his family, Jesus and
First Baptist Church. He was wearing a
cross necklace as a gift from his
grandparents while his parents, sisters
and friends watched him be baptized.
Jackson attends Holly Shelter Middle
School. His parents are Lori and Jack
Womble and grandparents are Judy and
Don Womble.

JOHN & DENISE WOODSON

DIANNA PARKS

How many people do you know choose the Dianna Parks has been with us for the past
We welcome Kay and Tom Jones to our
location of their retirement based on the
couple of years after relocating to
congregation upon transfer of their
church
family they desire to have? That’s
Wilmington from Southern Pines. Dianna
membership from Oakmont Baptist Church
exactly what John and Denise Woodson did
shares her giftedness and joy for serving
in Greenville, NC. They have relocated to
when they retired and chose Wilmington
others by preparing meals for our weekly
the Cape Fear Coast to enjoy retirement
and FBC as home. They bring wisdom,
Tuesday Noon Church at the Activities
after long careers with BB&T Bank. Kay and
Tom were involved in numerous ministries faithfulness and big hearts with them as they Center. She has joined us by transfer of her
come to join us and have found a home in
membership from our partner congregation
with their Oakmont Church family and look
the
Fellowship Sunday School Class where in Southern Pines. Dianna is the mother of
forward to joining us in mission and
they have experienced love and hospitality.
Jennifer Pate and grandmother to Audrey
ministry. Look for them in Sunday School,
They
are involved in CrossTraining, Tuesday
and Lydia Pate.
Music Ministry and our mission endeavors.
Night Feeding, Card Ministry and Christian
Women’s Job Corp. Welcome to FBC!

COMMUNITY

GIFTS IN HONOR & MEMORY
GENERAL FUND

In memory of Carla Grant
by Martha Smith

In memory of Imogene Biggs
by Calvin Doss

MUSIC MINISTRY

In memory of Dr. Frank Reynolds
by Susan W. Prickett

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS
AT FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
SEAGROVE POTTERY TRIP
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18TH

Don’t miss this annual trip! We
will enjoy breakfast on the
way to the Southern Supreme
Fruitcake Factory to shop, see
beautiful pottery at Seagrove, and
end the day at the Potters of Seagrove Festival
where everyone will be on their own for
admission and shopping. Trip cost is $15 due
by November 1st.
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In memory of Dick Gough
by Mary Gough

In memory of Wayne Long
In memory of Alice Tharinger
by David Heilman
by the Transitions Sunday School Class
by Joel & Gloria Long
by Robert & Sylvia Oldaker
In honor of Don Vigus
by Greater Wilmington Business Journal
by Kenneth & Lannie Kirby
by Don & Craig Aull
by Carey & Debbie Aldridge
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CONNECT

Number of new members who
have joined this year.

SERVE

Congratulations to Megan and Josh Barbour
on the birth of their daughter, Everette
Elizabeth Barbour, on August 24th. Proud
grandparents are Jim and Lisa Everette, and
Doug and Beth Barbour.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19TH

AUG
13

The grow number includes people who have
attended Sunday morning Sunday School
and GPS Small Group on Sunday evenings

EVERETTE ELIZABETH BARBOUR

Save the date for this
treasured tradition that brings
us all around the table to share
a Thanksgiving meal and have
communion together as a church family. Each
family should bring 2 sides to share, enough to
feed your family plus 10 others. Banquet is at
the Activities Center at 6 p.m.

Number of individuals who have
participated in hands on missions
through FBC this year.

GIVE

The number of individual families
who have supported the mission
and ministry of God through our
church this year.

IN SYMPATHY

Christian sympathy is extended to Cindy Stancil on the loss of her
mother, Jean Austin, on September 20th.

NIGHT OF 1000 CANDLES

Christian sympathy is extended to Pam Cook on the loss of her mother,
Opal Ware, on September 20th. Opal was a member of FBC for 29
years.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9TH

Join us for a day at the
beautiful Brookgreen Gardens
to walk among the decorated
fountains and glistening trees.
We will arrive in time to see the
gardens come alive with lights!
Trip cost is $20 per person for the bus and
admission to the gardens due November 7th.

Christian sympathy is extended to Libby Martin on the loss of her
mother, Elizabeth (Lib) Martin on September 3rd. Lib was a member of
FBC for 47 years.
Christian sympathy is extended to David Ellegood on the loss of his
grandmother, Freda Samples, on September 4th.

MIKE’S FARM &
CHRISTMAS SHOW!

Christian sympathy is extended to Pam Fallis on the loss of her mother,
Sis Hennis, on September 11th.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15TH

DETAILS OF ALL EVENTS ARE ON OUR WEBSITE
SIGN UP BY CALLING 910-799-7564 OR EMAIL
MJOHNSON@FBCWILMINGTON.ORG.

In memory of Lib Martin
by Susan W. Prickett
by Leon D. Brown
by Ebe W. Godwin, Sr.

In memory of Sis Hennis
by the Transitions Sunday School Class

WORSHIP

The worship number includes the attendance
on Sunday morning, Karen Worship, and
GPS Sunday Night Worship.

WHO’S NEW IN PINK & BLUE

WILDLIFE BANQUET

Start your Christmas season
with a fabulous country
dinner, variety show and hayride
at Mike’s Farm! Trip cost is $50 per
person due by November 7th.

STATE MISSIONS

In memory of Mary Elizabeth Martin
by Nell and Ray Murphy

GET YOUR WREATHS & TREES!

Students from the FBC youth ministry are preselling NC Fraser Fir Christmas
trees and wreaths October 8th through November 15th. This is their annual
fundraiser that helps students earn money towards next year’s camps,
retreats, and mission trip. The FBC Christmas Tree Lot will open from
November 24th – December 9th at the Activities Center.

Christian sympathy is extended to family and friends on the loss of
Imogene Biggs on September 14th. Imogene was a member of FBC for
68 years.
Christian sympathy is extended to Frank Davis on the loss of his wife,
Nancy Davis, on September 18th.
Christian sympathy is extended to Marie Lane on the loss of her son,
William Brian Lane, on September 16th.

$175,981.00
$116,979.00
$1,363,510.00
$1,178,155.00
$222,913.00
$35,147.00

August Goals
August Receipts
YTD Goals
YTD Receipts
YTD Special Collections
August Special Collections

TUESDAY NOON
CHURCH
Join us for Tuesday Noon Church every
Tuesday in September! Lunch is $5/person
and we will enjoy fellowship and a brief
devotional. Full schedule is on our website.

GET THE LATEST FROM FBC:
FBCWILMINGTON
WWW.FBCBLOG.ORG

WWW.FBCWILMINGTON.ORG
910.763.2471
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