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HOLY WEEK SERVICES
PALM SUNDAY

APRIL 9TH | 8:50 & 11 AM

Join us for Worship downtown to
commence Jesus’ triumphal
entry into Jerusalem and the week
of events leading up to Jesus’
crucifixion and resurrection.

MAUNDY THURSDAY
APRIL 13 | 7 PM

Remember the events of the night
before Jesus’ crucifixion at this
special communion service at our
downtown sanctuary The message
will focus our attention on our Lord’s
last evening.

THE POWER OF AN INVITATION
A seemingly innocent conversation in
a package pick-up line led to new
member, Marsha Becka and her
husband, John, being invited to
worship at our Church. “I was
overwhelmed that this woman loved
her church enough to invite me to be
a part and to be quite honest since
we’ve moved here from Michigan, that
was the first time someone had invited
us to church.” Marsha went on to say,
“Obviously, I am a shopper but I can
tell you after we visited First Baptist Church just one time, we knew we didn’t
need to shop any longer for a church home. My husband and I have never felt
so welcomed and made to feel as though people genuinely care about us and
want to help us to grow in our faith.”
Welcoming people into the local church should be the natural overflow of a
local church’s faithful ministry. Whatever happened to the strategy of simply
inviting a friend, co-worker, or neighbor to church? People ARE open to an
invitation to church, particularly if it is from someone they know. But one simple
invitation isn’t necessarily going to result in subsequent visits. Neighbors may
come because of an invitation, but they’ll stay for the community.
People who are skeptical of ‘church’ are often attracted to the sense of
Christian community long before they become attracted to the Christian
message. Therefore, introducing people into the relational side of a local
church community becomes an important aspect of their journey to the faith.
The experience of true gospel community, true fellowship, is a powerful thing.
Who might God place in your path that you could extend the invitation to
‘church’ this Easter?

FRIDAY TENEBRAE
APRIL 14 | 7 PM

The Service of Shadows on Good
Friday commemorates the last hours
of Jesus’ life. The Chancel Choir will
lead us in worship.

EASTER SUNRISE

7 AM | AIRLIE GARDENS

On April 16, we begin Easter
Sunday with a beautiful sunrise
service at Airlie Gardens at 7 a.m.
Come celebrate the first light of the
resurrection under the Airlie oak
tree. Dress is casual.

EASTER SUNDAY

APRIL 16 | 8:50 & 11 AM

Celebrate Easter Sunday with our
regularly scheduled church services
at 8:50 a.m. and at 11 a.m. Please be
with us for this most joyful day in
the Christian year as we celebrate
Jesus Christ’s resurrection.

CHILDREN’S EASTER
Children in grades 3-6 will go to their
regular Sunday School classes and
then travel together to the Chapel at
9:50 a.m. for a special Easter
celebration designed just for them.

SABBATH
GOD’S MANY BLESSINGS
THROUGH FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH IN 2016

I used to think Sabbath was an old-fashioned word. I grew up in a home where there were certain things
you didn’t do on Sunday. We didn’t eat out on Sunday. We didn’t go to movies. We didn’t shop. Sabbath
was mainly about “no”.
In recent years, I’ve come to see Sabbath differently. On our recent Spirituality Retreat, Dr. Norman Wirzba
said that Sabbath was actually a giant “Yes!” from God. God created the world to bless us and rested on
the seventh day to be able to share what he had done. Like a party with all his friends! I’ve stopped
thinking of Sabbath as all about God’s “no”. Instead, Sabbath is God’s “yes” to us concerning the joy of
His creation and our “yes” back to God that we see all the good He’s done for us. Sabbath is the delightful
reminder that we’re not God and we don’t have to be because there is a God and He’s pretty darn good at
His job.
Sabbatical. You might not know this but sometimes it’s hard for ministers to rest, and not just because our jobs are sometimes
demanding. Sometimes, despite the fact that we’re supposed to remind you that there’s a God and it’s not us, we can forget that too.
Helping people is a joy. Teaching them is invigorating. And leading them makes us feel significant, but people in helping
professions easily start to think that it all depends on us. This makes for a great work ethic but also very bad theology. All of us need
to be reminded that there is a God and He’s pretty darn good at His job, including ministers. One of the gifts that you give your
ministers at First Baptist is that you ask us to remember that and live out of that truth. And so beginning next month that’s what I’m
going to do for a season. Last April, I made application to the Lilly Foundation for a “Clergy Renewal Grant” and was delighted to
receive word in August that my grant application had been approved. Lilly asks ministers to dream big about things that would renew
them and then provides funds to make that possible. My sabbatical has four different types of renewal that it includes: marriage
renewal, family renewal, physical renewal, and spiritual/intellectual renewal.
At the beginning of May, Allyson and I will be going to Barcelona to visit missionary friends, to take “siestas” and experience life in
a country that has a very religious past but an increasingly secular present (a description that increasingly describes our nation as
well). Barcelona is also one of the world’s great cities for art and sacred architecture and I hope to let a visit to this city spark my own
creative imagination. A few weeks later, our family will head to St. Lucia. One of the challenges of being a minister’s kid is that Spring
Break and Holy Week are always the same week so my kids don’t get to experience that kind of fun. We plan to swim, snorkel, and
soak up the sun as we are reminded of the amazing gift of God’s creation.
In mid-June, I’m heading to California to bike the Pacific Coast Highway. Biking has always been my favorite form of exercise and
while a 500 mile, multi-day ride will be a challenge, I’m looking forward to pushing my body even as I take in what some people have
called “the greatest meeting of land and sea” in the world along the Central California coast.
Finally, I’ll be heading to Regent College Vancouver for the month of July. Twenty years after I graduated from seminary, this will be
my first extended period of intellectual renewal since I began pastoring. I’m excited about reading and studying at one of the best
places for continuing ministerial education in North America. My family will be with me for the first two weeks, and then some
ministerial colleagues will join me for the final two weeks. While at Regent, all of my study will focus on how to think biblically
while still effectively communicating into a world that is increasingly secular.
It’s a gift that you allow your ministers this period of extended renewal. What is also a gift is knowing that our church will be in
incredibly capable hands. We have an amazing staff team and I’m sure things won’t miss a beat in my absence. I thank God to be
a part of such a wonderful team and such a wonderful church!

YOUTH NEWS
YOUTH GROUP ON MISSION

On Sunday, March 5, the FBC Youth Group put together
18 sports equipment bags for each classroom at Alderman
Elementary. Students also baked 200 cookies that we delivered that
evening to residents in One Midtown apartment complex that night. Students
enjoyed showing the love of Christ in a practical way through warm chocolate
chip cookies and sports equipment for the awesome children at Alderman.

YOUTH GROUP CHILDREN’S BOOK DRIVE

The FBC Youth Group is collecting new and gently used children’s books for ages birth - 12
years to be distributed for summer reading to the students at Alderman Elementary School. All
preschool books will be donated to children receiving medical care at Med North, a community
health center located downtown. Hundreds of books are needed! Collection boxes are at the
Activities Center and downtown. If you are unable to transport your books, call Tannis Nelson at
791-2988.

YOUTH GROUP SUMMER TRIPS

HIGH SCHOOL MISSION TRIP TO BATON ROUGE, LA | JULY 15-23: Current 8th - 12th graders will have the opportunity to
serve in the deep south this summer working on homes devastated by the floods and in church family time and worship!
MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH CAMP | July 30 - August 3: Current 6th & 7th graders will have an amazing time at the Ridgecrest
Conference Center in NC with worship, high-energy recreation, Bible study and late night activities!
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DETAILS AND MEDICAL FORMS ARE ON THE WEBSITE: WWW.FBCWILMINGTON.ORG
CONTACT NATHAN TUTTLE TO SIGN UP: NTUTTLE@FBCWILMINGTON.ORG | 910.763.2471

CHILDREN’S
CORNER

WORSHIP

SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATION
IS OPEN

April 2

Registration is now open for Camp Jonah and Camp Creation. Spots are still
available but they are filling quickly! Hurry and register at fbcwilmington.org!

“What Are Friends For”
John 11: 25-26
Jim Everette

APRIL 9

PALM SUNDAY
“A Donkey and a Cross”
Matt 21:1-6, 27:33-37
Matt Cook

APRIL 16 - EASTER SUNDAY
EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE
Airlie Gardens - 7:00 AM

EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP
“Rolling Stone” | Matthew 28:1-10
Matt Cook

April 23

“My Chains Are Gone” | Acts 16:25-31
Matt Cook

April 30

KOG2ILM Celebration
One Service at 10 AM
FBC Activities Center - Details on page 5

SUMMER CAMP
VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

TUESDAY NOON

It takes a huge team of volunteers to make Summer
Camps happen. We need adult and youth volunteers for
both Camp Jonah and Camp Creation. We need Youth
Chaperones, Youth Interns, Adult Leaders, Assistant
Teachers, Kitchen staff and Registration helpers.
If you are willing to help with either
camp, please contact Becca
Jones to volunteer at
bjones@fbcwilmington.org.

Join us for Tuesday Noon Church every
Tuesday in April! Lunch is $5/person
and we will enjoy fellowship and a brief
devotional. Check out the full schedule
on our website.

JULY 24TH - 28TH
9 AM - NOON
1ST - 6TH GRADE

All rising 1st through 6th graders are
invited to join in the Inaugural First Baptist
Church Basketball Camp! Come learn fundamentals
of ball handling, passing, shooting, defense & footwork
from former NC State Guard, Liz Bailey Ham, & Laura
Thornton. We will play games such as hot shot, free throw,
2 on 2 & scrimmaging each day. Cost is $80 and $70 for
each additional sibling.

SIGN UP AT WWW.FBCWILMINGTON.ORG
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SATURDAY, APRIL 22 | 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM
WINTER PARK BAPTIST CHURCH FAMILY LIFE CENTER
Help support Christian Women’s Job Corps’ program, The Bridge. The
Bridge empowers and equips men & women with job and life skills while
walking alongside, as they each grow into stability. Cost for the
luncheon is $25 per ticket and you must rsvp. The Luncheon
features comedian Renee Henderson, a little shag, stories of
hope from The Bridge Ladies and a salad buffet.
For questions, call Sandy Smith: 910-799-1736 or
email: ssmith@ec.rr.com

Welcome Kelly Stephens to our church staff. Kelly is our new part-time Ministry
Assistant to the Discipleship and Mission departments. Kelly, her husband David
and their daughter, Kate, have recently moved to our area and are new members
of FBC. She brings 15 years of experience working on staff at FBC Greensboro
and we feel very fortunate to add that level of experience to our staff team. You
may reach Kelly at kstephens@fbcwilmington.org with any Discipleship or
Missions questions, or simply to say welcome!

COLLEGE GROUP SPENDS SPRING
BREAK SERVING BIMINI
A great group of GO PASSIONATELY SERVE (GPS)
missionaries representing First Baptist Church went to
Bimini, Bahamas over their UNCW Spring Break. They
led a Vacation Bible School for over 35 Bimini children,
did several clean-up/fix-up projects, led a high school
assembly where they talked to the teenagers about
going to college after they finished the 12th grade
and lead two worship services for the Mt. Zion
Baptist Church and the Church of God. A real
sense of Christian community was developed in
the mission team and we saw God at work in all
aspects of the trip - from the weather to
the Mt. Zion
members
helping us in
our mission
trip efforts.
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APRIL 30, 2017
ONE SERVICE AT 10 AM
FBC ACTIVITIES CENTER
Join us to celebrate our year-long mission trip - KOG2ILM (Kingdom of God to Wilmington, NC). We will have one service
at the Activities Center to celebrate how our church and community have grown stronger and more closely intertwined over
the last year! We will hear testimonials and stories from church members who have served in each of the 5 emphases and
afterwards, stay for fun, food and fellowship as we enjoy grilled hamburgers and hotdogs!

Wear your LOVE DOES t-shirt
if you have one! Call the
church office if you
would like to
purchase a
t-shirt.

H
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WELCOME KELLY STEPHENS

KOG2ILM
CELEBRATION

FAI

CWJC PARADE OF TABLES

FAITH HACKS:
LITTLE ACTIONS THAT MAKE
AN ETERNAL DIFFERENCE
By Jayne Davis
Reading the Bible is one of the most important habits we can develop as
Christians, and yet it is a daily discipline that many struggle to practice. Here
is an approach that has worked well for me. Read one chapter of the Gospels
each day; half a chapter if one is too much. It is better to read a little every day
than a lot every once in a while. A chapter will only take you five minutes or so.
And when you finish reading through all four Gospels, start reading them over
again.
Immerse yourself in God’s story. Get to know who Jesus really is in those
chapters. Not just what people say about Jesus or what we want to think about
Jesus, but what Jesus really did and really said and how he really responded to
people. If we want to be formed in his likeness, we need to know what that is. I
like to use the YouVersion app by Life.Church. I can get to it easily on my phone
or tablet. It keeps my place where I left off the day before. And it lets me
highlight verses and make notes along the way
I use the Highlight feature to keep track of the questions Jesus asked. If they
were important enough to shape the disciples, then those are questions I need
to be living into myself. There’s also a note taking feature that lets you dig into
your reading more deeply. Ask yourself these questions as you read and make
a note of the answer as you go:
• What does the passage tell me about God?
• What does the passage tell me about people?
• How is God nudging me to respond?
There are several habits that I try to keep every morning and reading a
chapter of the Gospels is one of them. Habits are important because they
change how we think about ourselves. People who run a lot see themselves
differently than people who run every now and then. Being a runner is part
of their identity. I write every day, so being a writer shapes how I see myself
and how I see the world. I think in terms of how to capture that moment in
words or what meaning this event has that can be conveyed to others. When
I only write every now and again, writing becomes just something that I do, like
the laundry or taking down the Christmas tree. It’s not who I am.
The habit of reading the gospels each day reminds us of who and how we are to
be in the world and what our life is really all about. I strongly commend it to you.
You can do it! And God will use that habit to draw you closer to himself and to
send you more purposefully into the world.

REC NEWS

MODEL TRAINS AT THE
ACTIVITIES CENTER

The Sip and Switch Society of NC will set
up their model tracks and trains in the
Activities Center gym on Thursday,
April 6th after 1:00 p.m. They will be
running the trains until Saturday, April 8th
around Noon. All members are invited to
stop by and see the gym full of railroading
fun!

3RD ANNUAL BIKE RIDE

Join us for the 3rd Annual Family Bike
Ride and Picnic to Halyburton Park on
Saturday, May 20. From 4 year old’s to
80+ year olds, we have a great time
riding and enjoying a picnic provided by
The Recreation Committee. Sign up by
calling Margaret at 799-7564.

MEN’S SOFTBALL LEAGUE
It’s softball time! We are gearing up for
some softball fun, so call the Activities
Center now to get your name on the list
for a team! We will begin play
right after Easter!
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GIFTS IN HONOR & MEMORY

COMMUNITY

GENERAL FUND

In honor of Deborah Rivenbark
by Lannie & Kenneth Kirby
In memory of Carolyn Sparkman Pierce
by Rowland & Marybeth Moody
In memory of Curtis Edwards
by Clay Collier
In memory of Cam Morgan
by Beth & Jack Upton
In memory of Chris McKeithan
by Beth & Jack Upton

FELLOWSHIP FUND

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

JOHN & MARSHA
BECKA

MIKE & VICKIE
CHENAULT

WILLIAM & MELINDA
FLEMING

CATHERINE
HASSON

John and Marsha Becka
are a delightful couple who
recently relocated from
Michigan to Brunswick
Forest to enjoy retirement.
John was born in Texas and
enjoyed a long career in
Human Resources for the
Airforce Academy. Both John
and Marsha are caring and
compassionate individuals
whose gifts will greatly
enhance our church. We are
delighted they have decided
to make First Baptist their
church home.

We welcome Mike and Vickie
Chenault to the First Baptist
family! Mike grew up in
Martinsville, Virginia but
Wilmington has been home
for many years. Vickie was
born and raised in Wilmington
with deep roots in our community. Mike works for UNCW as
a locksmith and Vickie is the
music teacher at Noble Middle
School. They have a daughter,
Charli, in the 4th grade who has
been active in our Children’s
Ministry with her friend, Peyton
Turner, for many years. They
have found a wonderful group
of friends in the Route 356
Sunday School class. Welcome
Mike, Vickie and Charli!

William and Melinda
Fleming have called
Wilmington home for over 13
years after moving here from
the Raleigh area. Being able
to use his gift of music was
the draw for William, and he
has already been warmly
welcomed by our amazing
Chancel Choir. Melinda’s
strength of caring ministry
will bless those who get to
be recipients of her big
heart. After a career in
Human Resources, William
and Melinda are now both
retired. We celebrate the
Fleming’s decision to join
First Baptist Church.

Catherine Hasson has called
Wilmington home for over
20 years. This mom of three
grown daughters is the
cousin of recently new
member, Kelly Stephens.
Catherine is an Artist
specializing in hand crafted
jewelry. Her big heart and
deep thinking will be gifts
that will make us stronger as
a church. We are honored to
welcome Catherine Hasson
to First Baptist.

IN SYMPATHY
Christian sympathy is extended to Mary McKeithan & Kim
Golder on the loss of Mary’s husband & Kim’s father, Chris
McKeithan, on March 2, 2017.
Christian sympathy is extended to Stacy Wells on the loss of his
son, Michael Wells, Sr., on March 4, 2017.
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Christian sympathy is extended to Robin Manning on the
loss of her mother, Marsha Wells, on March 20, 2017.

In memory of Chris McKeithan
by Richard & Sharon Craig
by Dr. Edward Weaver, Jr.
by J.A. Kuske
by Coastal Carrier Moving & Storage
by Ed & Kay Fare
by Dr. & Mrs. James D. Hundley
by Calvin & Sharon Wells
by Ralph & Cherry Rivers
by Robert Irving
by R. Bertram Williams, III
by Betty D. Murrell
by Jay & Judy Brown
by Susi & Larry Dunn
by Chuck & Nancy DeDreux
by Ed & Dee Worrell
by Karen & Lee Crouch
W. Albert Corbett
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Head
In memory of Curtis Edwards
by Jay & Judy Brown

We celebrate that Mark and
Lauri Plante’ have decided
to live out their faith at our
church. Having recently
moved and being a vital
part of a new church start
in the South Jersey/North
Philly area, they were
eager to find a church
home that they could use
their gifts and honor God.
Mark and Lauri live in Brunswick County, love all
things Italian and are semi-retired. Welcome to the
church family!

In memory of Dan Armstrong
by Eastern VA Medical School Friends

MUSIC MINISTRY

In memory of Dan Armstrong
by Donna, Chris & Josh Armstrong

LOCAL MISSIONS

In honor of Jim Everette
by Bettie Ann West, David West
& Lacey Kingston

YOUTH MINISTRY

In memory of Marsha Blake Wells
by R. Michael & Tannis Nelson

CARD MINISTRY

In honor of Rosa Gaskins
by Marolyn Schauss

MISSION TRIP
SPOTS AVAILABLE
The May mission trip to Haiti and
the July mission trips to South Africa
and Guatemala still have spots
available. Contact Don Vigus at
dvigus@fbcwilmington.org if you
want more information about
the trips or would like to
sign up for the trips.

WHO’S NEW IN PINK & BLUE

Grady Dean Sexton,

MARK AND LAURI
PLANTÉ

ACTIVITIES CENTER TREES

son of Chris and Candace Sexton
was born March 6, 2017. Proud
older sister is Amelia, age 2.

Rowen Elise Kingston,

daughter of Lacey and Kevin Kingston,
was born March 5, 2017. Proud older
sister is Darcy, age 4. Grandparents are
Tom and Bettie Ann West.

EASTER OFFERING: LOCAL MISSIONS
Goal - $7,500 | Money received in the specially designated offering envelopes
will be used to enhance and expand the ministry of the Harrelson Center, a
nonprofit center that supports and partners with other nonprofit organizations in
the Wilmington community. The Center provides below-market rental rates and
paid utilities, educational opportunities, promotes partner services to the
community and provides volunteer recruitment for all of its nonprofit partners.
The Help Hub at the Harrelson Center, provides short-term or emergency
assistance to individuals and families in need of financial help and/or guidance
to connect them with additional resources to needs such as transportation,
shelter, and utility and medical bills. To find out more about the Harrelson Center
and their nonprofit partners, visit www.harrelsoncenter.org.

OUR MISSION
UPDATE
WORSHIP

The worship number includes the attendance on
Sunday morning, Karen Worship, and
GPS Sunday Night Worship.

FEB
5

FEB
12

FEB
19

FEB
26

680

675

708

713

GROW

The grow number includes people who have
attended Sunday morning Sunday School
and GPS Small Group on Sunday evenings

FEB
5

FEB
12

FEB
19

FEB
26

519

489

501

474
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CONNECT

Number of new members who have joined in
2017 as of the end of February

326

SERVE

Number of individuals who have participated in
hands on missions through FBC this year

680

GIVE

The number of individual families who have
supported the mission and ministry of God
through our church this year

February Goals
February Receipts
YTD Goals
YTD Receipts
Feb. Special Collections
YTD Special Collections

$160,191.00
$161,584.00
$310,001.00
$311,463.00
$3,288.45
$5,594.46

Our Mission: To honor God by
becoming and helping others become
fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.

GET THE LATEST ON NEWS
& STORIES FROM FBC:
Follow us on Facebook:
FBCWILMINGTON
Follow us on the blog:
WWW.FBCBLOG.ORG

WWW.FBCWILMINGTON.ORG
910.763.2471
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INCARCERATION EMPHASIS
As we continue our year-long mission trip, KOG2ILM, we journey into the fifth place of brokenness in our
community: INCARCERATION. We are invited to Pray, Learn, Do and Reflect on what we, as individuals
and as a church, are called to do to bring the Kingdom of God to Wilmington (KOG2ILM). In a broken
world, incarceration is all too often a sad and unfortunate necessity. Going to jail can destroy people.
But we believe in a God of grace. We believe in resurrection. So what might happen if we found ways to
extend the mercy we show to people by visiting them in jail to the opportunities we extend to people once
they get out? What if we could figure out ways for resurrection to be more than just a Bible word, but a
real opportunity for people who desperately need it?

Phoenix Hometown Hires & LINC (Leading Into New Communities, Inc.). Find out more about these organizations at www.BecauseLoveDoes.org

• Donate towels, S/M/L/XL
underclothes, twin bed sheets, soap
and/or toothpaste for men and
women at the LINC facility

• Provide computer training for a LINC
resident once a month

• Attend a tour of Phoenix
Hometown Hires’ Life Skills program

• Participate in Phoenix Hometown Hires’
Life Skills program Wednesdays by preparing
and serving a meal for 50-75 people,
providing childcare, or being a monthly or
quarterly Life-Skills instructor

• Join the First Baptist Church Prayer
Team to pray for inmates’ prayer
requests

• Visit men and women at the jail on
Thursday, Saturday or Sunday mornings
with the First Baptist Jail Ministry

• Build a relationship with a LINC resident by
grocery shopping once a week, providing weekly
Bible Study on-site, or picking them up for church
• Mentor a former offender through TAN
(Transitional Aftercare Network). Complete 4 1/2
hours of training and help ex-offenders transition
back into society
• Serve as a Phoenix Hometown Hires Life-Skills
Co-Partner. Meet weekly with a Life-Skills
participant to support, budget and goal-set
(6 month commitment)

