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The people of South Africa. The history,
oppression, and their resilience. In the
midst of joy and despair they are utterly
dependent on God. The way they sing, dance, dress,
and care about each other with such passion always
reminds me to put all my trust in my God and know
I can’t fix everything or achieve perfection, but I
can live to the fullest and embrace the humanity all
around me. #letgoofamericanstress
- Lauren Stroud

‘Sawubona!’ is the common
greeting in Zulu. It means ‘I see
you.’ Too often we move too fast to
see people, and to be seen for who
we really are. The word God gave me
in South Africa was, ‘Be here now.’
Be present. See my people. See Me.
- Jayne Davis

It always amazes me that you can find
God working even in the ‘ends of the
earth’. We saw him in the midst of the smiles
and hugs of children in dire circumstances,
the sick and desperate folks battling
infirmaties in the harshest conditions and his
tireless servants who reflect Jesus every
day. He was there in the beauty of the
landscape, the unique animals and the
connections with new brothers and sisters. I
pray God will grant me the opportunity to
return again to that part of His Kingdom. Go
and see for yourself. You will be in awe of
His love! - Carl Williford
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FBC MISSIONARIES SHARE THE DEEP IMPACT ON THEIR
HEARTS FROM THE SOUTH AFRICA MISSION TRIP JULY 4-17.
The trip to South
Africa showed
me how universal
God’s message of
love is even our sin
and need of the
savior and how
universal is His
message of love
even when we speak
different languages.
It was an honor to
serve alongside
other FBC
members and our
South African
brothers & sisters
in Christ.
- Kim Williford

The horizon in South Africa is
forever. It is so vast that you cannot
see it all. I saw that God’s Kingdom
also has no boundary. -Tony Stroud

BAPTISM
AS
WITNESS
GOD’S MANY BLESSINGS
THROUGH FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH IN 2016

While perusing the records of the history of our church, I came across notes from a most interesting and
exciting time for First Baptist and the entire city of Wilmington, what we refer to as ILM today. It occurred
during the spring of 1858 as a religious crusade began to take place across the region. Dr. John Lamb
Prichard, the pastor of First Baptist, recorded in his memoirs, “Religion was the most prominent topic of
conversation among all classes of people across the city.” A pastor colleague of Dr. Prichard
remembered a Sunday afternoon in May as such:

“On the afternoon of my last day in Wilmington we baptized 22, in the midst of an immense
concourse of people. When the hour for the baptism had arrived, the ministers met the
candidates, and a goodly number of the members of the church, at a house some distance
from the place where the baptism was to be performed. A procession was there formed. As
the procession (the pastors followed by the candidates and next to them the members of the
church) descended along the street to the river, they sung that beautiful hymn, ‘Children of the
Heavenly King, as you journey, sweetly sing.’”
No doubt, that was a glorious day for the pastors, those
baptized, the members of the congregations that celebrated the
occasion and certainly, the “immense concourse of people” that
witnessed the event. Can you imagine the scene? The
excitement surrounding the movement of God’s Spirit in the
city was such that what God was doing was what everyone
was talking about. The witness of the power of regeneration
and lives being changed was the centerpiece of the city. The
remarkable change in the lives of people was front and center.
I believe the effect looked like what we envision as KOG2ILM.
It is my hope that we can revisit such on
when we gather as a congregation on the south end of
Wrightsville Beach to celebrate the ancient ordinance of
baptism.

Have you considered how your being baptized will serve as witness for
other people, family members, your children, your parents? Think about it
as we anticipate a great outpouring of God’s Spirit upon ILM.

Hopeful!

SEPTEMBER
TO NOVEMBER
Join the FBC Dinner Groups for food, fun and
fellowship! Dinner groups are a great way for you to
connect with others at FBC. After you are registered,
you will be linked with 8-10 other adults and meet
once a month to share a meal together.
Dinner groups are multi-generational and each
3-month rotation will have a topic for discussion and
sharing. Join the fun and let’s do life together!

SIGN UP BY AUGUST 20 AT
WWW.FBCWILMINGTON.ORG
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”
PASSPORT
KIDS CAMP

“Do justice. Love kindness. Walk humbly.”,
was this year’s Passport Kids Camp theme as
we explored what Micah 6:8 means for each of us.
Campers worshiped, played, fellowshipped, ate &
learned together with over 400 others from churches like
ours all over the southeast.
From the Celebrations, Rec
Party, Campers’ Choices,
Malawi Night Market, pool time,
dorms, Bible study and Variety
Show, it was hard for anyone to
pick a single favorite! Learning
to see like Jesus sees, taking
action to show kindness in our
everyday lives, and following
Jesus wherever he leads
challenged our campers
to “Do. Love. Walk.” in
new ways.
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YOUTH NEWS

YOUTH BATON ROUGE MISSION TRIP

Our team of 40 high school students and leaders had an incredible mission trip experience in Baton Rouge
July 15-23. A part of our group helped lead a soccer camp at Abounding Love Ministries Church. Our students
had the opportunity to love 120+ children every morning from 8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. In the afternoons, the
soccer camp team got to help scrape and paint Ms. Amelia’s house. The other part of our mission team did
construction at Ms. Monique’s house, and also helped paint at Ms. Amelia’s. The homes we worked on were
impacted by the great flood last summer.
Our team’s prayer was that God would use
us to bring hope to the people in Baton
Rouge. As we reflected at the end of the
week on our time together, we could see
not only the hope we gave to a bunch of
children and two families, but how filled
with hope we were by being there to serve
and seeing how God is at work in the
Baton Rouge area. One of the most divine
moments that spoke to our students
happened at Ms. Monique’s on the first
work day. Monique and her three children
joined our students for their devotional
time, and the conversation was centered
around fear and courage. One of Monique’s children
shared how they feared dirty water because it brings
back memories of the flood. Monique shared part of
her testimony and encouraged our students that they
should never fear anything because God is with us;
it is ok to be afraid sometimes in life, but we must
remember that God is always with us.
We saw God at work in many ways; through a
gracious local church that hosted us all week,
through the eyes and energy of children, through
two homeowners and their stories, our friend Ray
returning to drive our group (he was friends with
Tom Corder, and helped drive our group two years
ago to Dallas), and even in the weather cooperating
and rain holding off so we could complete our work.
Our students and adults worked tremendously hard in
extremely hot temperatures and high humidity, played
hard on our adventures traveling on our big road trip,
and they did all with fantastic attitudes!
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OCTOBER 7, 2017

WRIGHTSVILLE BEACH HOLIDAY INN RESORT
9:00 A.M. TO 3:00 P.M.
Join other FBC ladies for a time of spiritual renewal
and fellowship! The theme is, Be Still: Learning to
Find Stillness in a World That Never Stops, based on
John 15:1-8. Participants will walk away with a better
understanding of the importance for intentional quiet
time to refresh and refuel for ministry. Ladies at the
retreat will learn to experience God through interactive
prayer techniques that will create inspiration to change quiet time and make it more meaningful. The retreat will be led by Reverend
Libby Johnson who is a Certified Christian Leadership Coach. Breakfast is included. The cost of the retreat is $20, due by October
2nd. Send a check to First Baptist Church offices with “Women’s Retreat” in the memo line or sign up at
www.fbcwilmington.org

“Abide in me as I abide in you.
Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself
unless it abides in the vine, neither
can you unless you abide
in me.” - John 15:4

LEARNING
TO SEE

BY JAYNE DAVIS

In the Zulu areas of South Africa, it is customary to greet everyone you see
with the word “Sawubona!”, which means, “I see you.” In more rural areas and
especially among older folks, the greeting is accompanied by the gentle lifting of
both hands; a sign of deference, much like the Asian custom of bowing in another’s
presence.
The hospitality of greeting is so ingrained that not to do so is considered rude and can
cause you to be shunned by those you slight. When we were in the game park in Kruger,
another driver pulled along side of our jeep and asked our guide what animal we were
looking at in the distance. The guide quickly said, “You will first greet me and ask how I am.
Then I will answer your question.” A demand to be seen, valued, not simply used.
In our American culture, our fast paced lifestyle has a dark underside. We stop seeing
people. If we are not careful, men and women made in the image of God become an
anonymous blur as we fly by, stopping only when we need something or when we are
trapped in the hallway.
To see is not merely to focus visual sight on, like a bird in a tree or a book on the table,
though that is a start. As Jesus shows us in John’s gospel, to see is to know, to understand.
It is a connection to something bigger, something deeper. It is to care about what we are
looking at.
So how can we learn to see people? Start with the people who serve you coffee in
Starbucks or check out your order at Target or anyone who is wearing a name tag. Maybe
even the people who live in your house. Call them by name. Look them in the eye.
Acknowledge their presence, not just their function.
Pay attention to how often your “Hello. How are you?” is just a drive-by nicety. Learn to
stop, look and listen. Connect to what is being shared with you. Allow compassion to
overcome hurry.
Will it take up time in your day? Of course it will. But make no mistake, flying by
other people has consequences of its own - for them, and for us. We are either being
formed by love or we are being deformed by its absence.
We are the sent ones who are to point people to God throughout our day, just as Jesus
did; pointing them to the God who sees us. The God who sees us when we feel
invisible. The God who sees us when we wonder if anyone cares. The God who sees us
when life is mindnumbingly spinning and then a voice of love breaks through and says,
“Sawubona! I see you,” and reminds us that we are here and that we matter. We are not
what we do. We are beloved children of God.
How many people will you see today?

RECREATION
FUN
NEW RUNNING CLASS TO
START ON AUGUST 14
If you have ever wanted to be able
to run a 5K, this class is for YOU!
All beginning runners and those
who need to work back up to
running join us each Monday at
8:00 p.m. and Thursday at 6:30
a.m. at the Activities Center. We
will have a devotion time before
heading out to improve our athletic
skills by gradually increasing
running time and distance. We will
be able to run that 3 miles before
Christmas!

FALL SOFTBALL LEAGUE
Grab your Sunday school classes
or group of players and sign up
to play in our fun fall league! This
co-ed league will start the second
week in September. If you are not in
a class or do not have a group, but
want to play, call the AC and we will
get you connected to a team.

DAY TRIP TO BEAUFORT
& CAPE LOOKOUT
Plan to join us on September 28 for
a day trip to historic Beaufort, NC.
More details to come!

SIGN UP FOR ALL REC
EVENTS AT 799-7564
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COMMUNITY
LOVE DOES CONTINUES AT ALDERMAN
As the new school year begins in August, so does our commitment to our neighbor
and mission partner school, Alderman Elementary. Join us in helping the children by
donating school supplies, tutoring a Kindergartner through our Teach One-Reach
One (TORO) program, becoming a prayer partner for the staff and students, and/or
planning and hosting a back-to-school staff lunch. There are so many stories of the
blessings given and received last year from those who worked with the students and
teachers and it is our hope that we continue to bless and be blessed by our
relationship's at Alderman Elementary.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES – Go “back-to-school” shopping! Requested items: backpacks,
glue sticks, Expo markers (thick multi-colored and thin black), tissues, hand sanitizer,
Clorox wipes, and over-the-ear headphones. Bring your donations to the Connector
Building or the Activities Center. School begins August 28th.

PRAYER PARTNER

– Spend time in prayer each week for the teachers, staff and
children in the Alderman community.

“TEACH ONE, REACH ONE” TUTORING PROGRAM

– Help a child learn to read and encourage them to succeed
as you make a significant difference in the life of a child. This will be the best half hour you will give each week. Tutoring will
begin in late September or early October after K/1 students’ needs are identified. Contact Kelly Stephens in the church office
to volunteer at kstephens@fbcwilmington.org.

TEACHER’S LUNCH – Serve on the planning and volunteer team for the back-to-school Teacher’s Appreciation Lunch on

FBC HOSTS
INTERFAITH
FAMILIES AUGUST
6TH TO 13TH
Can you give your time to volunteer
to pick up families or be an
overnight host? Email
kstephens@fbcwilmington.org
To sign up email
denisegriffin306@gmail.com
to provide a meal.

Tuesday, August 22nd, at the Activities Center at 12:30 p.m. To volunteer, contact Heather
Sutton at pnhsutton@gmail.com.

EXPERIENCING
GOD
IMPACT STORY FROM PATRICK GRIFFIN

I spent the last year working as a missionary to college students
in China. Most all of the students I met had no religious belief
and many had never even considered the existence of God.
I feel that my time overseas has deepened my
faith and allowed me to grow more than
I could have imagined in my
relationship with the Lord. I
routinely shared the gospel
with students, allowing
Christian sympathy is extended to Byrdie Fash on the loss of her
me to grow in my
husband, Vernon, on June 29th. Mr. Fash was a member for 17 years.
ability to understand
and clearly
Christian sympathy is extended to Vince Lewis on the loss of his step-father,
explain why
Bob Jones, on June 28th.
I am a
Christian sympathy is extended to Nancy Efrid on the loss of her mother, Eloise
Christian.
Thompson on July 7th.
While in China, I experienced God
in many different ways, from
Christian sympathy is extended to Jean Jarvis on the loss of her sister, Doris Anne Cherry,
beautiful mountains to friendly shop
on July 17th.
owners. However, I think that I
Christian sympathy is extended to Vickie Hibler on the loss of her mother, Pat Mageors, on
experienced Him the most in
July 18th.
my relationships with Chinese
believers. I am so thankful
Christian sympathy is extended to friends and family of Elizabeth (Lib) Starling who passed away
for the ways that the Lord
on Friday, July 21st. Lib was a member of FBC for 28 Years.
has used me and
Christian sympathy is extended to Jimmy Wallace on the loss of her mother,
allowed me to grow
Florence Hardy, on July 25th.
closer to Him.

IN SYMPATHY
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GIFTS IN HONOR & MEMORY
GENERAL FUND

In memory of Jane Davis
by John & Judy Brown
by Donald & Judith Womble
In memory of Tom Corder
by Hidy & Julia McEachern
In memory of Rose Bissette
by Hidy & Julia McEachern
In memory of Anne Cherry
by Tommy & Ann Millard

MUSIC FUND

In memory of Jane S. Davis
by Alton R. Fales, Jr.

OUR MISSION
UPDATE
WORSHIP

YOUTH FUND

In memory of Tom Corder
by Alan & Jennie Dalton

NC BAPTIST MISSIONS
In memory of Chris McKeithan
by Barbara & Bill Francis
In memory of Tom Corder
by Joe & Sharon Sutton

The worship number includes the attendance
on Sunday morning, Karen Worship, and
GPS Sunday Night Worship.

JUNE JUNE JUNE
4
11
18

CARD MINISTRY

In memory of Anne Cherry
by Joan Marshall

GPS COLLEGE GROUP
In honor of Sarah Helm
by the Helm Foundation

608

522

584

547

GROW

The grow number includes people who have
attended Sunday morning Sunday School
and GPS Small Group on Sunday evenings

JUNE JUNE JUNE
4
11
18

JOIN US FOR
WORSHIP
IN AUGUST
AS OUR
PASTOR
RETURNS
FROM
SABBATICAL!

411

38

450

589

TUESDAY NOON

Join us for Tuesday Noon Church every Tuesday in August! Lunch is $5/person
and we will enjoy fellowship and a brief devotional. Check out the full schedule on
our website.

WHO’S NEW IN PINK & BLUE

JUNE
25

375

363

JUNE
25
390

CONNECT

Number of new members who have
joined this year.

SERVE
Number of individuals who have
participated in hands on missions
through FBC this year.

GIVE

The number of individual families
who have supported the mission and
ministry of God through our church
this year.

June Goals
June Receipts
YTD Goals
YTD Receipts
YTD Special Collections

$173,982.00
$140,038.00
$1,032,917.00
$894,117.00
$122,058.85

Our Mission: To honor God by
becoming and helping others become
fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.

AURORA JEANNINE WOLFE

Congratulations to parents Kris & Kristen (Dalton) Wolfe
and grandparents Jennie and Alan Dalton on the birth of
their daughter and granddaughter born on June 20th.

GREYSON TANNER EVANS

Congratulations to parents Tanner & Lauren Evans and
grandparents, Donn & Melissa Evans and David &
Nancy Kauffman, on the birth of their son and grandson
born on June 28th.

GET THE LATEST ON NEWS
& STORIES FROM FBC:
Follow us on Facebook:
FBCWILMINGTON
Follow us on the blog:
WWW.FBCBLOG.ORG

WWW.FBCWILMINGTON.ORG
910.763.2471
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