
The Point: God promises to be 
faithful to His people even when 

they show themselves to be 
unworthy of His love.

THE STORY BEGINS  |  SESSION 9

GOD REAFFIRMS THE COVENANT
GENESIS 25:19-26; 26:1-6

God Keeps His Promises
We’re still working through Genesis, the first book of the Bible, and we see how this book is divided 
into units by the key phrase “…” (see 2:4; 5:1; 6:9; 10:1; 11:10; 11:27; 25:12; 36:1; 36:9; 37:2). The use 
of this phrase in Genesis 25:19 indicates that a new section is starting, one that deals with Isaac and 
his children.

We’ve seen that Isaac is the child of promise who carries forward the promises of land, offspring, 
and blessing that God gave to Abraham. But before the promises are carried forward, a crisis must be 
addressed. Like Abraham’s wife, Isaac’s wife, Rebekah, could not have children. 

But Isaac prayed for his wife, and God miraculously opened her womb. Are you noticing the 
pattern here? God is using unlikely pregnancies and births to keep His promises and deliver His 
people, and He is asking His people to trust Him in the process.

God Keeps His Promises Even When People Are Unworthy
We’ve seen how God keeps His promises in unusual ways. As the story progresses, we watch how 
God’s people prove to be unworthy of those promises by their behavior. They play favorites, lie, and 
manipulate. Yet God remains gracious to them.

Here we read about another famine in the land, just like there was in the days of Abraham. The 
famine in Abraham’s day foreshadowed the exodus. Famine drove Abraham and his family to Egypt, 
where plagues were unleashed on Pharaoh’s house, and Abraham’s family left Egypt richer than they 
came. The same thing will happen generations later on a larger scale, when God rescues Israel from 
slavery in Egypt. God continues to rescue His people and keep His promise of land, offspring, and 
blessing despite horrible circumstances, such as famine and being away from their homeland.

We see here in Genesis 26 a similar unworthiness in Isaac, and we also see God’s graciousness to 
keep the promises. Like his father, Isaac passed off his wife, Rebekah, as his sister because he feared 
the men of the area would kill him to take her as a wife since she was so beautiful. Yet despite Isaac’s 
cowardly treatment of his wife, he was blessed in this foreign land and became rich, to the point the 
Philistines wanted him to leave. Eventually Isaac made it back to the land of promise in Beer-sheba, 
where God restated the promises to him yet again.

 Y In what ways does remembering God’s faithfulness in your past affect how you face 
difficult situations today?

Essential Doctrines
God is Truthful: The Scriptures are clear that in God there is no falsehood (Heb.  6:18, Titus 1:2). God 
represents things as they really are. Everything He says can be trusted because God guarantees the truth of 
everything He tells us. The call for humans to be honest and not to bear false witness is rooted in the utter 
truthfulness of our Creator. Telling the truth is one way we bear the image of God, whose Son is the Way, 
“the Truth,” and the Life (John 14:6)

HIS STORY

Leader Note: Because some content from 
the Personal Study Guide will not be available 
on the One Sheet, make sure to adapt the 
session based on how you use the material 
with your group.
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 Y What are some ways you have seen God keep His promises in your life or in the life of 
someone you know?

 Y What situations have caused you to doubt God’s promises to you?

 Y How can you battle your doubts and trust God’s promises in these difficult 
circumstances?

 Y How has this session challenged you on a personal level?

YOUR STORY

YOUR MISSION

Head
There’s no question that God has made promises to us that are independent of our worthiness. Not 
only that, but God also keeps His promises even when we fail to live as we should. Yet, we often 
seem to believe that God is mad at us or that we forfeit His blessing if we fail Him. When we think 
this way, we reveal a works based mind-set at work within us.

 Y Why is it easy to think God is perpetually angry with us when we fail Him?

 Y Why is it important that we change that way of thinking?

Heart
It is important to remember that God’s grace, love, and mercy are unmerited—meaning we didn’t 
do anything to deserve them. In fact, the Bible affirms that we love only because God first loved us, 
and that it is His kindness that leads us to repentance.

 Y How can we stand on the promises of God we see in Genesis? How does this help us grow 
in love and obedience toward Him?

 Y How does God’s faithfulness lead to a deeper trust in Him? 

Hands
God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble (see Pr. 3:34; Jas. 4:6). There is no place for 
pride or boasting in the Christian’s mission, but only the desire to become more like Christ in the 
hope of expanding His kingdom in the hearts of people. 

 Y What are some limitations that may make a person feel unqualified share the love of 
Christ with others?

 Y How does knowing that God uses unlikely and unworthy people to accomplish His plan 
free us from the fear of not being qualified to share His message?
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