
The Point: God chooses a nation 
through which He will reverse 

the curse of sin and reclaim the 
world as His kingdom.

THE STORY BEGINS  |  SESSION 7
GOD’S COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM
GENESIS 12:1-4; 15:1-6; 17:1-14

God Initiates a Renewed Relationship
As we start with this story, we see from the very beginning that God has not given up on humanity. 
He still has a rescue plan in place, and that plan involves entering into a unique relationship with 
Abraham (though he was called Abram before God changed his name).

Through Abram’s descendants, God will reverse the misfortunes of Eden (separation from God) 
and Babel (separation from one another). The specific promises that God made to Abram make 
this connection with the events of Babel clear: The people of Babel wanted to “make a name” for 
themselves (Gen. 11:4), but God promised to make Abram’s name great (12:2). The rebels at Babel 
were scattered over the earth under God’s judgment, but God promised to and through Abram to 
bless “all the  earth” (12:3).

 Y Circle the uses of the pronoun “I” as it appears in God’s words to Abram (Gen. 12:1-4). 
What do you think this tells us about God’s commitment to His glory and His plan 
of redemption?

God Commands Abram to Trust His Promises
Sometimes evidence seems to stack up against promises. God made wonderful promises to Abram, 
but Abram and Sarai still didn’t have any children. Both of them were old, and Sarai was well past the 
years of being able to conceive. So Abram began to question God’s promise, and even took matters 
into his own hands.

Abram experienced great doubt despite God’s great promises. He looked at his situation, 
and he thought that he would try to help God along by pointing out his servant Eliezer. If 
we’re honest, we’ll admit this kind of doubt is understandable. There are times in our lives 
when the promises of God do not look so promising.

In the midst of Abram’s doubt, God came to him and restated His promises, even adding 
to them. And Abram believed!

God reassured Abram that he would have children of his own. He would give him offspring 
as numerous as the stars in the sky. Not only did God restate this promise to Abram and his 
children repeatedly (see Gen. 22:17; 26:4; also 28:14), but He saw it through. In Deuteronomy 
1:10, Moses said, “,” and again in Deuteronomy 10:22.

Essential Doctrines
Election: is the gracious purpose of God, according to which He regenerates, justifies, sanctifies, and 
glorifies sinners. It is consistent with the free agency of man, and comprehends all the means in connection 
with the end. It is the glorious display of God’s sovereign goodness, and is infinitely wise, holy, and 
unchangeable. It excludes boasting and promotes humility.

HIS STORY

Leader Note: Because some content from 
the Personal Study Guide will not be available 
on the One Sheet, make sure to adapt the 
session based on how you use the material 
with your group.
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 Y In what areas of your life do you often struggle with trusting the promises of God (at 
home, at school, with your future, in relationships, etc.)?

 Y When have you taken matters into your own hands to ensure the outcome you want? How 
did that turn out?

 Y What sometimes causes us to assume our relationship with God is dependent on how well 
we keep His rules?

 Y What kind of person will a rules-focused life cause us to become? Do you think that’s 
what God wants? Why or why not?

YOUR STORY

YOUR MISSION

Head
The calling of Abraham teaches us a great deal about stepping out in faith while not knowing 
the exact details and plans that lie ahead. The situation with Abraham was no different—he too 
experienced the same comforts, friendships, and familiarity that we would face upon leaving the 
places we call home.

 Y God’s initiation of relationship with Abraham called for Abraham’s obedience. Why do 
you think Abraham obeyed God by leaving his land?

 Y What would it take for you to obey God if He called you to do something that makes no 
sense from the world’s perspective?

Heart
Abraham’s calling causes us to think about the reality that God is the one who pursues us, not the 
other way around, and it is because of His righteousness, and not our own, that we are able to stand 
rightly before Him. 

 Y How does knowing that God seeks after us encourage you to trust in Him?

 Y How should knowing that God is the one that makes us righteous before Him motivate us 
to pursue lives of holiness?

Hands
The calling of Abraham is primarily about God continuing His rescue plan of humanity. It isn’t 
primarily about Abraham, or even his future descendants—it is about God, and the fact that He 
will be rescuing peoples from every tribe, tongue, and nation as a result of His actions in the life of 
Abraham. If God has a global perspective, shouldn’t we as well?

 Y What are some ways your student group can be involved right now in being a light to 
the nations?

 Y How does the way we live affect our mission as God’s people? How does it bring 
glory to Him? 
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