
interested enough in American Baptist 

Women’s Ministries to be an officer. 

We think there are women interested 

but we don’t know everyone out 

there.  Please give someone on one 

of the boards your interest.  I won’t 

say there is nothing to do, because 

that is not true.  Every officer has 

work to help serve our Lord. 

 

There is no national 

Women’s Conference this 

year. Instead, June 26, 

2015 is Woman’s Day at 

the Mission Summit in 

Overland Park, Kansas.  

The day begins at 9 AM 

and goes to 3:30 with a plate lunch 

included in the $50 registration fee.  

Check the Valley Forge Internet for 

registration information.  The Biennial 

meeting will follow, beginning the 

night of the 26th. 

 

Continued on page 2 

Happy Spring!  It seems our winter 

hasn’t been too bad.   We’ve had 

snow and cold for a few days, then 

days in the 50’s and 70’s for a few 

days.  Makes the winter fly by.  

Hopefully, all of you have survived 

and are ready to move into the 

beauty of our world as everything 

wakes from the winter. 

 

We’ve just finished our 

spring Region board 

meeting.  I think we ac-

complished several 

items of business and 

are ready to present 

some to the women of 

our region at Conference on June 5-

7 in Effingham.  More about that 

later in the “Ripples.” 

 

There is one large issue that looms 

before all of us.  Every area and the 

Region is struggling to find women 

Sharon Wear, President 
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American Baptist Women  
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Great Rivers Region 
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Ripples Spring 2015 

GRR ABWM Conference scholarship money is available from the region for 

both women and girls.  If you would like to attend conference but cannot af-

ford to go, contact Doris Kaisner  at dorisann@mediacombb.net to apply for 
a scholarship.  The deadline for applications is  May 15. 

 

Contact Brandy Trussell at brtrussell@msn.com to apply for a scholarship to 

the region Gathering for ABGIRLS. 

Scholarships Available for ABWM Region Conference and ABGIRLS Gathering 



… the list of Special 
Interest Missionaries for 

Great  

Rivers Region…    
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I just received the list of Special Interest Missionaries for Great  

Rivers Region a few days ago. There is just one change from last year  

and that only affects Area 2. 

 

Here is the list of International Missionaries, by Areas.: 

 

Area 1 

Mrs. Aphiwan and Mr. Scott Coats 

Ms Kristy Engel 

Rev. Ruth Mooney 

 

Area 2 

Rev Holale Azondjagni and Mrs. Awenam Anefrani 

Mrs. Susan Hegarty 

Rev. Degabarto and Mrs. Dilia Zelaya 

 

Area 3 

Rev. Katherine and Rev Taku Longkumer 

Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Therese Myers 

Mrs. Kathleen and Dr. Timothy Rice 

 

Area 4 

Mrs. Annie and Rev Jeff Dieselberg 

Mrs. Nancy Beaver James and Dr. Stephen James 

Mr. Larry and Mrs. Rebecca Stanton 

 

Area 5 

Rev. Dr. Nzunga Mabudiga and Mrs. Kihomi Ngwemi 

Mr. Edward and Mrs. Miriam Noyes 

Rev. Charles and Mrs. Ramona Shawver 

 

Our National Missionaries are the same as last year. They are: 

Rev. Paul Sandusky at Rankin Christian Center, Braddock, PA 

Melanie Ann McNiff at Peoria Friendship House, Peoria, IL 

Rev. Meng Sonna, Bethel Neighborhood Center, Kansas City, KS 

 

If you need addresses or other information about any of these please  

contact me and I will be glad to help you.  

Hilda Smith, Coordinator of  Missions & Service  

This is my last report for “Ripples” as 

I am going out as our Regional Presi-

dent in June.  It has been a wonderful 

experience, partly because of the 

women across the US that I have 

met.  Also, the women of our region 

who have served on my board and 

the work they have all done was 

greatly appreciated.  I want to thank 

everyone who has helped me along 

this journey, especially the dear 

ones in the years past. 

President, cont. 



LOVE LIKE A TEDDY BEAR  

 

Many years ago, I won a hand printed picture at a Sunday School Class 

bowling Party.  It was meant to be a gag gift, but it turned out to be a spe-

cial and treasured gift from a dear friend.   I had it framed and it hangs in 

my kitchen to daily remind me of how I am to love others.   

 

 

 

Learn to listen like a Teddy Bear, with ears open and mouth closed 

tight. 

Learn to Forgive like a Teddy Bear, with heart open, and not caring 

who is right. 

Learn to Love like a Teddy Bear, with arms open and imperfect eye-

sight. 

 
God sees all that we do, hears our many prayers, forgives our sins, and yet 

loves us unconditionally, just like our comfortable worn Teddy Bear.   

 

As we serve in as active American Baptist Women in our churches and com-

munities, may we always remember to extend the same acceptance, love, 

and forgiveness to those we encounter daily.  Be a TEDDY BEAR!  God Bless 

you in your serving.  

Be a TEDDY BEAR! 

Marcia Wimmer, Secretary 
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Spring is a time of new beginning.  Why not decide right now to start pro-

moting conference on June 5-7th?  It is a wonderful way to re-connect with 

old friends, make new friends, and find out what is going on in our mission-

aries’ lives.  You can get ideas that you might want to incorporate  on a local 

level.  Make it a time of growth. 

“The result was 

better than we had 
predicted,” said Al 

Evon, IM’s Associate 

Executive Director for 
Advancement.   
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Shirley Rogers, Coordinator of  Personal Development  

Have you heard about Giving Tuesday? 

Over $10,000 raised and 

100,000 people reached on 
IM’s First Giving Tuesday* 

 

November 28, 2014, was Black Fri-

day.  December 1 was Cyber Mon-

day. And on December 2, people 

around the world set down their 

shipping bags and donated to more 

than 15,000 charitable organiza-

tions for the third annual Giving 

Tuesday social media event. 

 

In 2014, American Baptist Interna-

tional Ministries (IM) joined the Giv-

ing Tuesday movement, launching 

its first social-media-based cam-

paign to raise awareness for IM’s 

ministries.  “The result was better 

than we had predicted,” said Al 

Evon, IM’s Associate Executive Di-

rector for Advancement.  From No-

vember 1 to December 2: 

 

Donors gave a total of $10,890. 

$6,770 was given to support 

specific global servants 

$4,120 was given to support 

all of IM’s work around the 

world. 

Thanks to those who helped 

spread the word on social media, 

over 100,000 people had the 

chance to learn about IM and the 

ministries or IM’s global staff. 

Each IM Giving Tuesday 
message or picture was 

seen by an average of 777 

people. 

Eight out of every 25 visitors to 

www.InternationalMinistries.org 

visited IM’s Giving Tuesday 

webpage. 

 These pages brought in 556 

first-time visitors to IM’s 

website. 

 IM’s main Giving Tuesday 

page was the third-most-

visited page on the entire IM 

website. 

 

Young supporters of international 

mission also participated in Giving 

Tuesday through the Just for Kids! 

Drawing contest  Children ages 3 

thru 12 were asked to create a pic-

ture answering the question, “How 

can I show God’s love to others?”  

Thirty-five young artists submitted 

their drawings and a team of IM 

staff members voted on entries, 

resulting in a three-way tie between 

Juda Leonard, age 7; Madison 

Yingling, age 7; and Bryer 

Samuelson, age 10. 

 

IM has made available for download 

a bulletin insert that illustrates the 

results of IM’s 2014 Giving Tuesday 

efforts and features the Just for 

Kids! Contest artwork. 

 

* From 
www.InternationalMinistries.org 



In our current economy, with all the 

prices of everything increasing, 

there are needs everywhere. All of 

the social services are stretched 

more than they have ever been be-

fore to serve more than they have 

done in the past, with fewer re-

sources. We see needs all around 

us on all continents and often feel 

helpless to know where best to try 

to help with our own limited re-

sources.  

As the GRR Student Aid representa-

tive, I feel that our student aid pro-

gram is a worthy cause. To provide 

a scholarship funding source to stu-

dents starting out their lives toward 

their educational goals is a great 

blessing for each of us ABW mem-

bers. 

Of the many “thank yous” that I 

receive from out student recipients, 

one stands out above the others 

that I would like to share in part: 

  “ I know I have said it before, 

but it is such a blessing to me 

and my family to have the help 

of the ABW scholarship. Being 

from a pastor’s family, it is ex-

tremely difficult financially. 

When I realized how much my 

school bill was, I became wor-

ried as to how I would pay for 

it. My dad, being the faithful 

man that he is, would con-

stantly reassure me that God 

provides and that the money 

would come in one form or an-

other. I am so pleased to tell 

you that you (AB Women) are 

that form. My family has been 

praying for the funding and you 

have provided it. You ladies are 

an answer to our prayers.  

Thank you so much for your 

generosity. I cannot express 

how thankful my family and I 

are for you.” 

It is an encouragement in these 

days of so many discouraging 

things to be a part of a positive in-

fluence on young lives. We can all 

take heart that our efforts are really 

appreciated by the recipients of the 

GRR ABW Scholarship fund. It is 

this testimony that clarifies the 

worth of continuing and contribut-

ing to it in the future.  

What better investment could we 

make in our future than to help 

support this cause? Please give to 

this life-changing fund for our next 

generation. 

 

It is an 

encouragement in 

these days of so 

many discouraging 

things to be a part of 

a positive influence 

on young lives.  

 Jean Bode, Associate for Student Aid 
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Is your church IN 

the community or 
does it sit on the 

sidelines looking in 

and not wanting to 
get involved?  

Barbara McKean, Coordinator Of  Church and Community 

Galatians 5 

13 You, my brothers, were called to be free.  But do not use 

your freedom to indulge in sinful nature, rather, serve one 

another in love.  NIV 

The title of my position is Coordina-

tor for Church AND Community.  

What if we turned that into Church 

IN THE Community?  Is your church 

IN the community or does it sit on 

the sidelines looking in and not 

wanting to get involved?  Several 

churches in the Great Rivers Region 

are in the community and I applaud 

them for their work with their com-

munity. 

If your church is not actively taking 

part in the community, here are a 

couple of resources you might want 

to share with your church leadership. 

First is Toxic Charity by Robert D. 

Lupton. The subtitle of the book is 

How Churches and Charities Hurt 

Those They Help (And How to Re-

verse It). This book looks at how 

churches  go into an area of need, 

do a study, fill the need and walk 

away.  Then when they come back 

to check on the project they find that 

the once thriving ministry has failed.  

The leaders from the church did not 

take into account that they needed 

to have the community develop the 

project, help the community to find 

ways to fill the need and allow the 

community to own and manage the 

project. A second resource is When 

Helping Hurts, How to Alleviate 

Porverty without Hurting the Poor…

and Yourself by Steve Corbett and 

Brian Fikkert.  What do you do 

when someone approaches you on 

the street and asks for money for 

gas, food, for a need for their chil-

dren etc. This is a dilemma we all 

face.  Do you have an answer? Is 

there an answer in your community 

that provides an opportunity to 

change their life from begging for 

handouts to self-sufficiency?  A 

third resource is a DVD entitled 

Servant or Sucker?  It will show you 

steps you can take to be an effec-

tive servant without getting suck-

ered. 

My local church has created a Com-

passion Team and we are looking at 

ways to be IN the Community. In 

my article for the Fall issue of the 

Ripples, I will share with you the 

steps we have taken. If you have 

any suggestions, comments, ques-

tions, words of wisdom etc that you 

wish to share with me, please do 

not hesitate to contact me at 

mckean_b@msn.com. 
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My first comment—all Treasurers—

please notify your church Treasurers 

to send all dollars thru your Area 

Treasurer.  Some of our churches 

are sending dollars directly to the 

Region Office. 

It is exciting to share with you that 

the dollars for our new project—Van 

for Sarah Chetti is just above 

Doris Kaisner, Treasurer 

$10,000.  Our request for Sarah is 

$18,000… so keep up the great 

work.  Student Aid is over $8,000… 

that is also great.  The blessings in 

being a part of American Baptist 

Women’s Ministries are many.  To 

be a part of White Cross is probably 

one of the most fulfilling accom-

plishments for many of us.  Thank 

You each and everyone. 

When I attended the World Mission 

Conference last summer, I can't tell 

you how many times I heard our 

missionaries say how vital to their 

ministries are the supplies and funds 

they receive from us through White 

Cross.  They thank you so much for 

all you do to support their 

work.  The importance of White 

Cross is undiminished today, and the 

need for both funds and material 

goods is greater than ever.   

 

As you complete your quotas, please 

remember to fill out the White Cross 

Report and send it to your Area 

White Cross Associate by May 

15th.  These reports provide 

the information needed to deter-

mine future quotas for the churches.  

I hope to see you at the Regional 

ABWM Conference this June.  It will 

be in a great new location this 

year.  There will be a White Cross 

workshop for rolling bandages, so 

bring 3" by 10 yd. bandages ready 

to roll.  Also, please bring Wal-Mart 

or Target gift cards to Conference 

with the amount shown on each 

card.  These will be given to Peoria 

Friendship House.  

 

Through God's grace, White Cross 

continues to bless those who give, 

those who serve and those who re-

ceive.  Thank you!  

Stephany Smith, Associate for White Cross 

The importance of 
White Cross is 

undiminished 
today, and the 

need for both funds 

and material goods 
is greater than 

ever. 



Ripples Spring 2015 Page 8 

I have been re-reading my Leader’s 

Reader from the past couple of years 

for inspiration for the Ripples and 

found a wealth of things.   

I found information on coming 

events. I found program study 

theme materials and books.  I found 

updates on the programs American 

Baptist Women’s Ministries of the 

USA is supporting or running.  Eve-

rything from G.I.R.L.S. Leadership 

Academy to thoughts on ministry 

Sandi McKee, Associate for Communications 

with young women to aging and 

faith.   But, more importantly, I 

found thoughtful and inspirational 

messages from our national leader-

ship team and ways to incorporate 

faith in my daily walk.   

Subscribing to the Leader’s Reader 

and then reading it is one of the 

really good things you can do for 

yourself and women’s ministries in 

your church! ...reading it is one 

of the really good 
things you can do 

for women’s 

ministries in your 

church! 

Looking for counterpart information from the national Executive Com-
mittee of 

American Baptist Women’s Ministries? 

Are you a leader in women’s ministries and need more ideas? 

Subscribe to Leader’s 
Reader ! 
Each issue has counterpart information, news and events happening nationally, 
“Ideas that Work” sent in by women like you, program suggestions, and much more! 

Published six times a year: September, November, January, March, May, July. 

Available free by email. Subscribe by sending an email to info@abwministries.org, 
with “Subscribe to Leader’s Reader” in the subject line. (Please also give us your full 
name to make our record-keeping easier. We do not share this list with any other 
organizations.) If you have email but some of your colleagues in ministry do not, 
please consider sharing your Leader’s Reader with them! Also available for free on 
our website at www.abwministries.org.  

Download the PDF version of Leader’s Reader if you have the free Acrobat Reader 
program installed on your computer. (There’s a link to Acrobat Reader right on our 
website homepage.) 

Don’t have email? Leader’s Reader is also available in print. $15 per year subscrip-
tion to cover the cost of printing and postage. Send your name and mailing address 
along with your check to Leader’s Reader, AB Women’s Ministries, PO Box 851, Val-
ley Forge, PA 19482-0851. 
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Vital Partners 

received $155,026 
in the year 2013 

providing for 48% 
of the operational 

budget at the 

national level. GRR 
gave $18,004, third 

highest of all ABC 
ABWM regions. 

Judy DeRolf, Coordinator of  Mission & Service, Love Gift, and  
Special Project 

The GRR annual conference which was 

held from May 30th to June first was 

very different from years past with it 

being held in a new location and with 

the AB girls taking a greater part in 

the program. The unique activities in-

cluding an a Love, Laughter, and Liv-

ers workshop and water aerobics were 

very enjoyable and stimulating.  

 

This summer’s ABWM national confer-

ence was held at Green Lake with 

many changes and new experiences in 

its program also. The conference was 

called “An Intergenerational Retreat” 

and included the young woman from 

the planning to the execution of the 

conference. We had many chances to 

get to know one another by participat-

ing in cleverly arranged discussions 

and personal exchanges between all 

the women in attendance. Both con-

ferences were a blessing to all of us 

who were able to attend. 

 

There are three ways ABWM is sup-

ported; Vital Support (National sup-

port), Endowment Funds, and the 

Women and Girls Mission Fund. Vital 

Partners received $155,026 in the year 

2013 providing for 48% of the opera-

tional budget at the national level. 

GRR gave $18,004, third highest of all 

ABC ABWM regions. Congratulations 

on your faithfulness! 

 

To simplify the ways in which we are 

able to support mission and ministries 

that benefit women and girls, giving to 

the Women and Girls Mission  Fund 

provides funding for mission initiatives 

and proposals, and support for our AB 

GIRLS ministry, Leadership Develop-

ment Refit, and National Mission Pro-

jects. 100% of what we give to the 

Women and Girls Mission Fund go di-

rectly to programs and project that 

directly involve and effect women and 

girls. 
 

Love Gift has been a program that 

ABWM has supported for many years 

and the GRR women have given gen-

erously to it over the years. Love Gift 

is shared by the entire denomination 

with the regions getting about 65% to 

use to support the regions in various 

ways. ABWM receives 15% of the to-

tal amount and is used for a variety 

of programs within our group. The 

totals amount given to Love Gift by 

American Baptist Women in the year 

of 2013 was $24,526.57. The amount 

given by the GRR women for 2013 

was $7,489.93. As of April 30, 2014, 

$6,181.80 has been given. Because 

of the changes in the Springfield of-

fice, we do not have a final count. 

 

Our 20013-2014 special project was 

for the Detroit Friendship House. 

While the project was amended due 

to the discovery of a problem with the 

building code. The DFH board decided 

the only thing that was possible to do 

was expand and remodel the present 

building. We did not reach the coal 

we set for this project but we did re-

ceive $13,600.98 which will be used 

to enlarge and update the kitchen 

area for classes in cooking, English 

and others as needed. Thank you all 

who helped to make this project a 

reality.    

 

The GRR special project for the year 

2014-2015 is to provide a vehicle for 

Sarah Chetti, ABC missionary in Leba-

non, for use in her ministry. Sarah 

works with women in prison by taking 

them food and helping them with 

various legal matters. Many of these 

women are refugees escaping the 

wars and other violence in their home 

country. Lebanon also has seen over 

700,000 refugees flood the country 

because of all the wars and strife in 

bordering countries. Our goal is 

$18,000 and we need to promote this 

project with all of our heart to be able 

to provide Sarah with the much 
needed vehicle to make her ministry 

more effective both in time and ser-

vice.  

Continued on page 10 
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Sharon Farral, Area I President 

The women in Area 1 met on October 25, 2014, at FBC DeKalb, IL. Our guest 

speaker was Ruth Mooney, IM missionary to Costa Rica. We enjoyed her pres-

entation along with small group discussions. Our luncheon featured a gourmet 

variety since each lady brought a salad to share. Too much food but oh so deli-

cious! Our afternoon special was a vocal and piano concert by Mr. and Mrs. 

Hoegh from FBC Elgin, IL. 

 

Our ‘Spring Spiritual Feasts’ are morning only meetings, identical programs, 

April 11, 2015, at FBC Plano, IL, and FBC Alpha on April 18. 

 

We will be using the documentary movie ‘The Stranger’ and selections from 

the recent ABW Virtual Mission Encounter “Crisis at the Border.” 

 

There is so much misunderstanding about the children who are crossing our 

southern border. Why are they coming here? Don’t we have enough problems 

in this country? What happens to these young people once they arrive in this 

country? 

 

Most important…what does the Bible have to say about how we should treat 

the aliens who come to us? “Do not mistreat an alien or oppress him, for 

you were aliens in Egypt,” Exodus 22:21. We, today, have the freedoms of 

this country because our ancestors came as aliens to America. 

Continued from page 9 

To whom much is given, much is de-

manded! We are blessed beyond our 

understanding and to give back is 

even a greater blessing. May God  

help us to continue serving and shar-

ing the gospel by the lives we live 

and the love we share with others. 
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The Area II Fall Rally was held at Jacksonville, First Baptist Church.  Barbara Dor-

sey led the meeting in my absence.  The speakers were  Larry and Becky 

Stanton, missionaries to Liberia, Africa.  They spoke about their experiences dur-

ing the three months they served in Liberia.  Due to the Ebola outbreak, they did-

n’t know when they would be able to return to Liberia, so they accepted a one 

year assignment to Hungary where Becky teaches English and Larry is involved in 

building maintenance.  They left for Hungary in November. 

The Area II Spotlight Church at the rally was White Hall FBC.  Becky Jones shared 

about their afterschool program that provides a safe and solid Christian environ-

ment for school-age children; they are converting their parsonage into a mission 

house which will be available to the community for emergency housing needs; 

they partner  with other community churches to provide youth group activities; 

and in the summer they partner with other churches to provide lunches in the 

parks to children in their area. 

We have five offices to be filled on our Area ABWM board for next year.  Last year 

we had trouble filling offices, so we have some pulling double duty and some of-

fices vacant.  Please join me in praying that the women God wants in these posi-

tions will be asked and that they will answer his call. 

Dates to Remember: April 21, 2015 Area II Spring Board Meeting –FBC Carthage 

            May 19, 2015 Area II Spring Rally—FBC, Winchester 

Rexanne Greuter, Area II President 

Kathy Johnson, Area IV President 

Area IV ABWM meets in the spring and fall of each year. We will be meeting in 

Marissa on April 18, 2015. Our morning will have three options of workshops: 

1) how to find information about our missionaries, 2) a preview of Conference, 

and 3) a more in depth White Cross workshop.  Our fall meeting will be at Ben-

ton. 

 

The afternoon sessions of our semi-annual meetings are White Cross work-

shops. After lunch, those who are able to stay help roll roller bandages. We 

enjoy the fellowship while we roll away on our roller bandage machines. 

 

I would like to say thank you to my Area IV board members. It is a pleasure to 

work with you. Please pray for us in Area IV, so that we may have the vision 

God wants for us to pursue. 
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Donna McDill, Area V President 

The Nzunga’s were in the St Louis area and had been invited to be a part of 

the  Third Baptist Wednesday evening fellowship.  Maris Stinnett, the children’s 

minister, requested that the missionaries be a part of her children’s program 

that evening.  It was decided Kihomi would be with the children and Pastor 

Nzunga would be with the adults.  Maria was out of town so she had another 

lady scheduled to be with the group - but her schedule was such she couldn’t 

leave work - so she got another substitute. 

Kihomi talked with the children ( ages 9—11).  They were very attentive and 

asked questions about almost everything.  At the end of the session it was 

prayer time and the leader hesitated  but asked if someone would like to pray.  

The lone boy said, “I would.”  The leader thought about it a moment but had 

the boy say the prayer.  The story ends with the leader saying that he prayed 

the most beautiful prayer - she was ready to cry. 

We should never doubt that God will put a heart for missions in our children if 

we give Him the opportunity. 
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CONFERENCE HERE WE COME! 
THEME:  A Time to Serve, “Serve One Another in Love”, Galatians 5:13 

 

WHAT:  The American Baptist Women’s Ministries-Great Rivers Region Annual 

Conference is just around the corner.  We are looking forward to seeing you 

again and sharing the weekend with you. 

 

WHEN:  This year the weekend date has 

changed.  Conference will be June 5—7, 

2015.   

 

WHERE:  Another change this year is the lo-

cation.  The conference will be held at Keller 

Conference Center, Effingham, Illinois.  

Directions will be included in your letter once 

you register for the conference. 

  

WHO:  Our Bible Study Leader will be Rev. Stephanie Johanpeter, pastor of FBC 

Mattoon; our missionary speaker will be Melanie McNiff, Peoria Friendship House; 

our One Hope United speaker will be Patrick Murphy; Saturday evening concert 

by The Deep Water Band.    

  

WORKSHOPS:  We have a number of workshops planned and you will have 

multiple opportunities to attend the Saturday workships.  We will offer a work-

shop and Ice Cream Party on Friday night by One Hope United, and a choice of 

workshops on Saturday morning and Saturday afternoon. The Saturday work-

shops will be on Faith in Action, Special Olympics, roller bandages, Blessing 

Boxes, Women of the Bible, First Timers Tea, Peoria Friendship House, and a 

side trip to the Cross in Effingham.    

 

Remember, this year you have an opportunity to receive scholarship money 

to attend conference.  Contact Doris Kaisner for more information.  Your reg-

istration form and payment of $165.00 deadline is June 3, 2015.  Registra-

tion forms are available on the website (www.grrabwministries.org) or at 

your Spring Rally. 

 

SPECIAL PROJECT:  There will be a Silent Auction this year with new and ex-

citing items such as gift certificate for two St Louis Cardinals game tickets, jew-

elry, antique items, and many more.  There will also be a live auction of 

quilts. 

If you have never been to conference before, please consider coming.  Our 

new location offers very comfortable accommodations, easy access to all 

activities and a pool. If this is not your first time, we invite you to check 
out our new location.  We think you will love it.   

 

We will be praying for your safe travel and a wonderful weekend. 

Christina Whitford and Karen Standerfer, Conference Co-Chairs 

June 5—7, 2015  

Keller Conference 

Center  

1202 N. Keller Dr 

Effingham, IL  

62401 

http://www.grrabwministries.org
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Brandy Trussell, ABGIRLS Coordinator 

ABGIRLS Retreat Here We Come! 
THEME:  A Time to Serve, “Serve One Another in Love”, Galatians 5:13 

 

WHAT:  The ABGIRLS Retreat is just around the corner.  We are looking forward 

to seeing you and sharing the weekend with you. 

 

WHEN:  This year the weekend date has changed.  Conference will be June 

5—7, 2015.   

 

WHERE:  Another change this year is the location.  The conference will be held 

at Keller Conference Center, Effingham, Illinois.   

  

WHO:  All girls who have completed sixth thru twelfth grade.    

  

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES:  We will be participating in  “The Ultimate Zip” in Kin-

mundy, Illinois.  There is also a pool at the conference center so don’t forget 

your swimsuit and a towel.    

 

Remember, this year you have an opportunity to receive scholarship money to 

attend conference.  Contact Brandy Trussell for more information.  (See article 

on page 1.)  Your registration form deadline is May 22, 2015.  Registration forms 

are available on the website (www.grrabwministries.org) or at your Spring Rally. 

 

WHAT YOU WILL NEED: personal toiletry items, towels for swimming, comfort-

able clothes and shoes, tennis shoes for zip lining, swimsuit, pajamas, Bible, per-

sonal spending money, and a Spitit to grow in Christ and a willingness to partici-

pate and have fun.   

 

We will be praying for your safe travel and a wonderful weekend. 

June 5—7, 2015  

Keller Conference 

Center  

1202 N. Keller Dr 

Effingham, IL  

62401 

http://www.grrabwministries.org
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Here’s how the 

Women and Girls 
Mission Fund has 

been at work 
during the last 12 

months: 

Women and Girls Mission Fund* 

The Women and Girls Mission Fund is 

a permanent fund specifically cre-

ated to support ministry and out-

reach to women and girls.  It is used 

to provide life-changing opportuni-

ties for women and girls in the 

United States and around the world.  

In a very concrete way, you can be 

engaged in the empowerment of 

women and girls through AB 

Women’s Ministries’ Women and 

Girls Mission Fund. 

 

Here’s how the Women and Girls 

Mission Fund has been at work dur-

ing the last 12 months: 

 Micro loans are empowering im-

poverished women in Myanmar 

to begin small businesses to sup-

port their families 

 Susan from Egypt studying at a 

Baptist seminary in Beirut, Leba-

non, is learning skills to become 

a pastor 

 Naw Jess Htoo and Naw Moo Ler 

Paw, originally from Burma, are 

each receiving training for her 

pastoral ministry in the U.S. 

 Twenty young women in rural 

sub-Saharan Africa, having re-

ceived obstetric fistula repair 

surgery, were gifted with per-

sonal hygiene and clothing kits 

as they returned to their villages 

with restored dignity 

 Kachin women displaced from 

homes and villages destroyed by 

civil war in northern Myanmar 

will receive medicines and cloth-

ing and support to rebuild educa-

tion infrastructures for their chil-

dren 

 Strip dancers in an Oregon com-

munity can receive financial sup-

port for school tuition and text-

books, helping them to transition 

out of the commercial sex indus-

try 

 Children rescued from child 

slavery and trafficking in Haiti 

are receiving shelter and care 

 An International Ministries mis-

sionary is receiving financial 

help to pursue graduate studies 

in Organizational Development 

 The  Women’s Association of 

Baptist Convention of Haiti is 

receiving funds for micro-loans 

to 20 women to begin their own 

businesses, improving daily liv-

ing conditions for their families 

and communities 

 Funding to transport Baptist 

women in Haiti to a Baptist 

women’s leadership training 

event in their country 

 Three women — two workers 

from New Life Center in Chiang 

Mai, Thailand, and one worker 

from Miqlat Ministry in Na-

galand, N.E. India — received 

funds to attend Lauran Bethell’s 

global conference at Green 

Lake, Wisconsin, in May 2014, 

empowering their ministries of 

breaking the chains of prostitu-

tion and sex trafficking 

 Funding for the entire AB GIRLS 

ministry and its National Lead-

ership Team 

 A one-time grant available to 

each of 31 Region AB Women’s 

Ministries organizations to im-

plement a leadership develop-

ment initiative of their choosing 

 Scholarships to AB women and 

girls needing help to attend our 

national events for women and 

girls 

 $1,000 to Bread for the World 

for a contribution to the Hunger 

Report. 

 

*From a report by Bonnie Sestito 

for the state of Massachusetts  
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Women's Day 2015 
Friday, June 26,2015 

9:30am—3:30pm 

Overland Park Convention Center 
                     See Us Celebrate! 

 
 

 
On Women’s Day we’ll be celebrating our heritage, our current minis-

try, and our hope for the future.  We celebrate the 100th anniversary 

of American Baptist Ministry with girls as well as kick off our 65th Anni-

versary as American Baptist Women’s ministries. 

 
Bible Study Leader:  Rev. Tamara R. Jackson 

Reverend Tamara R. Jackson serves as the “Sacred Safe Spaces” Special Pro-

ject Coordinator for the American Baptist Churches of New Jersey. She is com-

mitted to aiding ABCNJ churches in helping victims of sexual abuse and vio-

lence, and is spearheading the region’s Congregational Covenant of Nonvio-

lence Campaign. This ministry is funded by a one-year grant from American 

Baptist Women’s Ministries (ABCUSA). 

 

Rev. Jackson seeks to live out Romans 12:1 through her ministries: “Present 

your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 

spiritual worship.” Through the gifts of spoken word poetry, mime, dance, 

step, and playwriting, she desires to transform the minds of all who have come 

in contact with her. 

 

Rev. Jackson also serves as interim pastor of First Baptist Church of South 

Plainfield and as the Mission and Services Coordinator for American Baptist 

Women’s Ministries of New Jersey. She possesses dual Masters Degrees from 

Princeton Theological Seminary and Rutgers School of Social Work, and she 

was the ABCNJ Seminarian Scholar of the Year for 2009-2010. Tamara is a 

member of the Phi Alpha National Honor Society for Social Work. 

Through the Break the Chains campaign, the American Baptist Women’s Minis-

tries rewarded grants for programs addressing Violence Against Women and 

Girls. In answering the call on behalf of ABCNJ, Rev. Jackson designed the Sa-

cred Safe Spaces Initiative geared toward aiding congregations in serving as 

safe spaces for women, children and others who have suffered physical, sexual 

and other forms of abuse. 

 

Worship Leader: Hornrette Washington 

Hornrette Washington is the Minister of Music Emeritus at the Antioch Baptist 

Church of Corona, New York, where she served for 31+ years. She began play-

ing at an early age in the church where both her parents were pastors. She 

continues to share her musical talents throughout the Metropolitan New York 

area for Women's Day, Elmhurst Care Nursing Facility, retreats and ABC of 

Metro New York regional gatherings. She has recorded a CD “Essence of Gos-

pel.” 

 

Hornrette retired from Human Resource Administration for the City of New 

York after 39 years to continue to work at what she loves most. She has re-
ceived citations from city officials and various organization for the work that 

she has done in the community. Mrs. Washington is the proud mother of two 

children, Richard and Victoria, and grandson Taishon.   
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Guest speakers Emilie Rodriguez and Jennifer Leneus  

 

Emilie Rodriguez serves as convenor for the national leadership team of AB 

GIRLS, American Baptist Women’s Ministries. She serves as an assistant leader 

of the AB GIRLS group at her church, as well as teaching Sunday school and Va-

cation Bible School. She has also been a member of the Academic League and 

the Anti-Bullying Club at school, and is in her school’s Literature Magazine. She 

is thankful that God has offered her the opportunity to serve on the NLT to help 

other young women come to terms with what they’re going through.  
 

 

 

Jennifer Leneus, a member of Haitian Baptist Church at the Crossroads, New-

ark, New Jersey, has served in her church’s ministry as the youth president, 

worship team leader, Sunday school teacher for 18-30 year olds, and as an in-

terpreter. She was secretary of the Youth Federation Committee for the Haitian 

Alliance of ABCUSA for three years. As Coordinator of Young Adult Women’s Min-

istries for AB Women’s Ministries, Jenn has been instrumental in planning and 

leading several national events for young adult women. In addition to her volun-

tary service in American Baptist ministries, Jenn is a graduated practical nursing 

student and is working toward her Bachelors in Nursing.  

 

"In Honor" or "In Memory of" Submissions for the Program Book  

You or your group may write a paragraph (35 words or less) "In Honor of" or "In 

Memory of" someone dear to you. This will be included in the program book for a 

donation of $30. A larger gift of $60 gives you 1/4 page (4.25"x3") or $90 will 

give you 1/2 page (4.25"x 6.5") to display the message of honor you wish to 

convey. Honor and memorial donations will be used toward printing the program 

book.  Submissions can be made online.  Deadline for memorials and honors 

is April 1, 2015. 

 

Register 

Women's Day tickets are $50 per person. Price includes a sit-down plated lunch 

and program.  Your Women's Day ticket will also allow you into the Biennial Mis-

sion Summit exhibit hall and worship on Friday evening. Last day to register 

online is June 12, 2015.  

 



Ripples Spring 2015 Page 18 

Mission 

AB Women’s Ministries is a Christ-centered ministry with a commitment to encourage and em-

power women and girls to serve God 

Vision 

Every American Baptist church shall have a vital women’s ministry program that empowers 

women and girls to become and develop as God’s person, build God’s faith community, and 

serve God’s world. 

Purpose 

As servant leaders, we serve American Baptist churches by encouraging existing vital ministries 

with women and girls and empowering churches to build such ministries. 

 

National Events  
2015  
Girl’s Leadership Academy    Jun 25-29 

  Overland Park, KS 

AB Women’s Ministries Annual Meeting  Jun 26 

Women’s Day      Jun 26 

  Overland Park, KS 

2015 Mission Encounter to South Africa July 13-21 

BWA Women’s Leadership Conference  July 17-21 

  Johannesburg, South Africa 

BWA Congress, Durbin, South Africa  July 22-26 

ABW Ministries Sunday   Sept 20 

“Sacred Space: Bullying in Church Youth Sept 21-25 

  Groups” A Virtual Mission Encounter 

Baptist Women’s Day of Prayer  Nov 2 

World Community Day  (CWU)  Nov 6 

Human Rights Celebration (CWU)  Dec 10 

American Baptist Women  

of  the  

Great Rivers Region 

American Baptist Churches  

We are attempting to be good 

stewards or our resources.  

Therefore, we no longer send the  

‘RIPPLES’ via U.S Mail.  If you 

know of someone who does not 

have computer access, please 

print a copy and share it with 

them. 

To submit an e-mail address to 

be added to the list 

E-mail: abwgrr@yahoo.com 

For more information  

goto: 

www.grrabwministries.org 


