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Metaphors
A metaphor is "something used, or
regarded as being used, to represent
something else; emblem; symbol."
Metaphors have been powerfully used to
convey a message or a vision. Years ago
while I was praying for guidance in the
balcony of the West Virginia church I had
just been elected to as lead pastor, I saw a
restaurant. I had only eaten there once and
it was years earlierrt'never really gave It a
second thought. It was a tiny place in
Macon, GA. I could not remember the
name of the place. I did remember what I
saw when I turned down the obscure road it
was on. When the place came into view,
there were cars parked in every conceivable
place; in the grass, parking lot, on the street
and everywhere. There were all kinds of
vehicles: construction trucks, beautiful
sedans, old beaters, public utility rigs and
many others. The explanation of the scene
was very apparent to me. That restaurant
was so consistently good that it appealed to
people of every race, creed, color, and
socio-economic background. If I would just
be consistent at loving and ministering to
people, folks would come. By God's grace
the church did double in size the following
three years. That vision often came to
mind, guiding actions and decisions during
the pastorate.
In the profession of soul-winning and
evangelism, many metaphors are
applicable. My first job was picking apples
when I was 13. The adults gave a "special
assignment" to me since I was so young and
limber. Drag the ladder from tree to tree
and get the apples at the top. We were paid
$0.50 per bushel. It didn't take long for me
to catch on that the big money came from
speed. Ladder dragging and speed didn't go
together. There are some souls that find
themselves at the top of the trees and more
patience and labor are required.

The metaphor of the firefighter is
absolutely relevant. Firefighters show up
and get their marching orders. "Get up to
the third floor - three people are trapped."
There is no discussion of whether the
trapped are Democrat or Republican;
homosexual or heterosexual; black or
white. They are trapped and need to be
rescued.
There are two visual metaphors that have
often come to my mind over the last eleven
years. These two I think about more than
any of the other good ones. First, I see this
train:

My calling is to invite as many people as
possible to get on the train bound for
Heaven. I take this pretty seriously. "Then
the master said to the servant, 'Go out into
the highways and hedges, and
compel them to come in, that my house
may befilled." (Luke 14:23) We do know
certain things from Scripture about the
inevitability of that train. "It is appointed
unto man once to die and then the
judgment." (Hebrews 9:27) Also, "So
then each of us shall give account of
himseljto God." (Romans 14:12) JPM
exists to pack that train as full as this
image; full to the brim. The time is short
and I am begging men, women and
children to get that free ticket and jump on.

Here is the second visual metaphor:

Before my dad was brutal!~~ttacked in
Tampa when I was fourteen (an attack that
changed his appearance and personality),
he did something amazing for me. He
bought me a canoe. It was a blue fiberglass
canoe that was purchased for $225 in
Sedalia, MO. I had fun with that thing on
Lake of the Ozarks. An old man whose
name I cannot remember lived near us and
struck up a friendship with my dad. One
day in particular I will never forget. This
neighbor took me fishing. He pulled my
canoe behind his fishing boat and we took
off up the Lake. He had a secret spot. We
tied the boat up to a dock and off we
paddled. We paddled a long way to that
special spot. This spot was where the "white
bass" lived. These fish fought harder than
large-mouth bass or small-mouth bass.
That old man helped me catch so many fish
that day and I had so much fun. It was
special. This visual guides my work
sometimes. Evangelists sometimes gauge
success by nickels and noses. They-want -big
stages. I admit that I have had those
thoughts in the past. But I come back to
this image. If I follow Jesus, I am supposed
to fish for men according to Matthew 4:19.
These two images are not contradictory.
The train must be loaded but sometimes it
requires leaving the ninety nine and going
down the creek for the one.

On June 3 I got into the blue canoe
(metaphorically) and went fishing. I drove
over 1,000 miles, roundtrip, to Enterprise,
AL. The new church that invited me had
sixteen people in attendance. Rather than
be discouraged, I saw it as a bass catching
opportunity. I preached as hard as I could
and 13% of the crowd accepted Jesus as
Savior. If you're doing the math, that's
exactly two people. One person had never
been to the church and lived in another
state. She was visiting relatives. What
timing! The other was a teenager who was
experiencing a great deal of home trauma.
Habakkuk 2:2 says: "...write the vision
and engrave it plainly on tablets so that
the one who reads it will run." These two
images - visions - have guided us. A
train. A canoe. Jude 23 tells us to rescue
people. Jesus said,
"The harvest truly is great, but the
laborers arefew; therefore pray
the Lord of the harvest to send out
laborers into His harvest." (Luke 10:2) We
are on a rescue mission everywhere and in
every way possible. The sermons, books,
productions, comedy outreaches, public
speaker workshops are all about trains and
canoes. Thank you, JPM Company, for
putting the paddle in our hands. You make
it possible. I'm not saying that our
supporters are smart for putting the canoe
paddle in our hands. But God does say, "he
who wins souls is wise." (Proverbs 11:30)
Literally thousands of people have
repented of their sins in the last eleven
years and have jumped on the train. Thank
you for your wonderful support'
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