It's a New Year!!
Hello hello!! Welcome to 2017. I thought I would send you all a newsletter to recap my
first year in Honduras as well as inform you all about what else has occurred since my
last update.
Since my last update, we finished another schoo! year at the end of November and
we saw our 9th Grade off as they graduated and are getting ready to leave our school to
go to another high school that goes 9th-12th Grade. Our school does not have the
resources nor the room to teach all the way through 12th Grade, so the school that I
teach at has Preschool-s" Grade. Our Kindergarten class also graduated into the 1st
Grade last year. Sadly, a lot of our students leave our school around the 6th or ih Grade
whether to work for their parents in the fields or making tortillas since education is not a
priority in Honduras. Most of the parents that I work with have around a 6th Grade
education, if even that much, and so some find education to be very important while
others do not.

We had 99th Graders finished school and graduated in 2016.

Here is our Kindergarten class.

I also had the opportunity of taking our 1st-6th Grade students to a children's museum
where they had the chance to dress up and perform science experiments. A lot of my
students had never been on a bus nor had left their small town for the capital which is
only 45 minutes away from us by bus so this was quite a treat for them.

We took our students on a field trip to a children's museum in the capital.

--

Our boys really enjoyed getting to dress up and be police officers for a day.

They also went fishing and learned all about the uses of water.

I also had the opportunity of going back to the United States for Christmas
because our school runs on the Latin system, where we are in school from February to
November and are off all of December and January. I had the chance of being a
bridesmaid in one of my closest friend's wedding in January and I got to catch up with
many friends and financial supporters to update them on what has been going on in my
life in Honduras.
Since I have been back, we have started another school year. As a lot of you know,
2016 was literally a year from hell. Us missionaries had battle after battle between being
sick and dealing with division in our school and information that kept coming to surface
about different teachers. I am realizing what it feels like to work with people every day,
and the truth of the matter is that not every person that claims to be a "Christian" is. As
Jesus says in Matthew 7:16 "Ye shall know them by their fruits". And throughout my
experience here I have grown to discover that more and more about people. On the
upside, we have come into a brand new year where we have five brand new teachers,
who are amazing: they maintain discipline; they want to teach and are very involved in
their churches. And the entire atmosphere of the school is so much better. There is
hope and peace and we all work together as a team for once. So I can truly say
"THANK YOU LORD FOR YOUR FAITHFULNESS!!"

He has answered our prayers.

I will be honest with you all that I debated leaving Honduras after the year we had
last year. I was in a state of confusion and pain but in the time that the Lord had me stay
in the States, I received words of encouragement and more confirmation that I NEED to
be here. I am meant to stay here for however long God wants me here. That is also
what I desire for those of you that are reading this newsletter: are you doing what God
wants you to do? Do you feel fulfilled in the job you are in, are you resting in Him? Ask
_Him for -':{isj~m,for I-ii~_eyesto s~e and
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You dQn'lhave to leave the

country and become a missionary to do God's will on this earth. He says in John 10:27
"My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me". The more we spend
time with Him, the more we know His voice when He speaks to us, when He interrupts
our routines. We NEED Him. He desires us and desires for us to spend time with Him,
trusting Him, and relying on Him for EVERY breath each and every day. He loves us!!
Thank you Lord!! He cares!

I am so passionate about this year because I am seeing the Lord's faithfulness and
He constantly confirms where I am supposed to be. He can do the same in your life and
you will feel so fulfilled and changed from the inside out. Doing life with the Lord is so
incredible. I cannot imagine being far from Him. The hardest thing to do is to daily
choose to follow Him, but I know it will lead to an amazing future full of hope, peace,
and joy.
Another fun beginning of the year note: I am a proud teacher because I have
gotten many compliments about my student's using the English they have like saying
"Good morning!" and "Bye!" to the other Americans that pass through and I have to
admit they are quite cute walking around our school speaking English. The vision for the
school is for is to eventually become bilingual, so please pray with us that these kids will
have a desire to learn English as well as learn in general and that they will not be
influenced by the world and leave at 6th Grade to become mothers or get involved in
gangs.

I thought I should add some pictures of where I live so you guys have an idea. I
absolutely love this country. Oh Honduras has my heart. I mean, come on! God
made this!

Prayer Requests
1. Us teachers: for us to have wisdom and direction each and every day to encourage
our students to think and to have vision for their individual lives.
2. For us to stay encouraged and do and to act how God desires for us to.
Please feel free to let me know how I can be praying for you! Thank you for your
prayers and for your constant support. And thank you to those that have been
giving to me financially, that is a major reason why I can stay here and continue
the job the Lord has called me to do. Feel free to contact me at
jduren@comcast.net

and if you feel the desire or need to give, you can visit

giving.ag.org and you can type in my name Jesslyn Duren to give a donation to me
personally. Love y'all!
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