
6 New Children Placed at Neema 
House this Past Quarter 

Joshua Thomas - 2 years 

Joshua was found abandoned in the 
middle of a road in Geita.  He was 
cared for by the lady who found 
him for several days, but after no 
family was located he was taken to 
social welfare and placed at Neema 
House.  No information is known 
about his family.  Joshua has 
remained healthy while at Neema 
House, though he receives regular 
medication due to the fact that he 
is HIV+. 

 
Kulwa Fikiri - 1.5 years  
Dotto Fikiri - 1.5 years 

Kulwa and Dotto were placed at 
Neema House by Geita Regional 
H o s p i t a l a f t e r t h e y w e r e 
h o s p i t a l i z e d f o r s e v e r e 
malnutrition. After their father 
died, their mother left the children 

with their paternal grandparents.  
Both grandparents work and they 
had no other relatives or people to 
help care for the children.  It is 
suspected that they were left at 
home on their own for extended 
p e r i o d s o f t i m e w h i l e t h e 
grandparents worked on the farm.  
They will remain at Neema House 
until a long term plan for their care 
and safety with family can be 
ensured. 

Anna Mgenda - 3 weeks 

Anna was placed at Neema House 
after her mother was reportedly 
struck by lightening and died.  Her 
father’s whereabouts are unknown 
and her grandmother reported that 
she was unable to care for the 
child due to the fact that all other 
family lives in a different region of 
Tanzania.  Anna has battled many 
illnesses since arriving at Neema 
House and was recently diagnosed 
as HIV+, despite the fact that 
initial tests were negative.  Follow 
up testing is being conducted. 

Charity Goodwill - 2 years 

Charity was initially placed at 
Neema House after being found 
abandoned in September 2014.  
She eventually placed in the care 
of her maternal uncle and his wife 
in April 2016 after it was 
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`determined that Charity could not 
return to her mother due to the 
fact that she is an alcoholic and 
living in a violent and abusive 

relationship.  Though they cared 
for Charity well, her mother visited 
the home a few months later and 
kidnapped her.  Police reports were 
made in both Geita and Mwanza 
due to the fact that her mother 
had reportedly fled the region with 
Charity.  In January 2017, Neema 
House staff spotted Charity with 
her mother in Geita.  Neema House 
staff spoke with local leaders who 
were aware of the mother’s 
problems.  A meeting was held, to 
which the mother arrived drunk.  It 
was determined that Charity should 
return to Neema House for her 
safety.        

             

Mussa Paul - 3 months  

Mussa was found abandoned in 
Bwanga, Chato District in March. 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Rachel Hamisi       
10 months 

In January, Rachel returned 
home to live with her father 
and grandmother.  Rachel 
was placed at Neema House 
after her mother died in 
childbirth due to the fact 
t h a t t h e f a t h e r ’ s 

whereabouts were unknown.  
R a c h e l ’ s f a t h e r w a s 
eventually located and he 
visited her at Neema House a 
few times prior to creating a 
plan for her to return home.  
He now continues to bring 
her every weekly so that he 
can participate in the Maisha 
Matters program because of 
Rachel’s ongoing need for 
milk formula and the need 
for further parent education.                         

Mercy Lucas            
1 year 

Mercy was placed at Neema 
House when she was a few 
days old after her mother 
died of an infection in her 
tooth shortly after childbirth.  
Though her father was 
located a short time later, he 
disappeared after learning 
about Mercy and nobody has 
heard from him since.  Over 
time, however, other family 
was found and in January 
Mercy went to live with her 
great aunt in Dar es Salaam.  
Her great aunt was so 
thankful for the care of 
Mercy while at Neema House, 
that she purchased kangas 
for all of our staff who was 
working on the day Mercy 
left (see photo below). 

Salum Hassan        
1.5 years 

Salum was placed at Neema 
House in October 2016 due to 
the fact that he was severely 
malnour ished and s ick.  
Before his mother had died, 
she had placed Salum and his 
brother in the care of this 
lady, but he was already very 
ill when he went to live with 
her.  While at Neema House, 
he was treated for worms, 
malaria, and had his HIV 
medications adjusted.  He 
now has a healthy appetite 
and no problems gaining 
weight.  The family is very 
happy to be united again.

Family Reunifications

Thankful for their new kangas from Mercy’s family

Salum: Before and After



In the first quarter of 2017, Neema House had two 
different children adopted by Tanzanian families.  
Both families live in different regions of Tanzania but 
came to Geita to select a child after being approved 
by the Tanzanian Social Welfare Commissioner. 

We said goodbye to Agnes in January as she left us to 
live with her new family in Arusha. Agnes’ new mother 
regularly sends us photos of her so that we know how 
well she is doing in her new home. 

Similarly, in March, Neema Kira left us to live with her 
new adoptive family in the Mwanza Region.  Neema’s 
new father was excited to meet his new daughter and 
expressed an interest in returning in a year to adopt a 
son as well. 

In addition to these adoptions, Neema House has 
received calls from two separate social welfare 
officers in other regions who plan to send more 
families to Neema House to adopt children, likely 
within the next month. 
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New Social Worker 

In March, Lucas Matumba joined the Neema House team as our new 
Social Worker so that we can continue to offer the best quality of 
care to all children and families that we serve as the needs 
continue to grow. Lucas has a degree in Sociology and a love of God 
and children.  He is fluent in Swahili, Sukuma, and English 

Lucas is now responsible for conducting follow up visits to reunified 
families, searching for families of new children, creating safe plans 
for reunification, and investigations of identified needs of families. 
He will also assist in taking Neema House children to clinic or 
medical appointments, as needed, and assisting with community 
outreach tasks. 

We are happy to welcome Lucas to the Neema House team as we 
work together to serve children and families in the Geita Region.

Adoptions



In January, Neema House purchased school uniforms 
for three brothers: Elias, Baabu, and Sherif (from left 
to right below).  Neema House was made aware of 
Baabu’s need and desire to attend school last year, but 
his mother is an alcoholic and used any extra money 
that could be used to pay for his school uniform.  We 
checked in on his progress and attendance at school 
throughout the year and promised to continue 

assisting him if he studied hard.  This year, in January, 
we also assisted in purchasing uniforms for his two 
brothers so that they can all attend school.  In March, 
we began to also pay for tuition (tutoring) for all three 
children so that they have a greater opportunity to 
learn and advance in their education.  All three 
children have been doing well in their new 
arrangement and we have been teaching their mother 
how to get more involved in their education. 

In January, Geita Regional Hospital contacted us about 
two children, Kulwa and Dotto, who had been 
hospitalized for severe malnutrition.  Kulwa’s 
condition proved much less severe than Dotto’s, so he 
was able to be discharged from the hospital after only 
a week, at which time he was placed at Neema House.  
His sister’s health, however continued to deteriorate 
while at the hospital with severe oedema.  Neema 
House staff learned that though the nutritionist was 
providing funds for the grandmother to purchase food 
for Dotto, she was instead eating the food herself.  
Neema House childcare staff volunteered to go to the 

hospital on their days off to take food to Dotto three 
times a day and to feed her in order to ensure that she 
was receiving the necessary nutrients.  Neema House 
staff also donated blood for a necessary blood 
transfusion to assist with her failing health.  Dotto’s 
progress was slow and the hospital eventually 
discharged her to the care of Neema House stating 
that there was nothing further that they could do for 

her.  Within two days of being placed at 
Neema House, all of Dotto’s swelling 
had disappeared and she was eating 
well.  Dotto is now healthy and happy 
with no further health concerns. 

Also in January, a mother from 
Buseresere came up to Neema House 
staff while they were visiting a health 
clinic and asked for assistance for her 
child.  It was learned that her daughter, 
Najima, was very ill with difficulty 
breathing, she had refused solid foods 
for a month, and she had begun 
swelling.  Najima was taken to Waja 
Hospital where she was hospitalized 

and treated for PCP pneumonia.  However, a week 
after discharge, Najima began swelling again and 
refusing food.  She was taken back to Waja Hospital 
who referred her to the Baylor Clinic in Mwanza.  
Upon meeting with a doctor there, Neema House staff 

was told that Najima had been taking twice the 
needed amount of HIV medication for the past year.  
She was referred to Bugando, where she was 
hospitalized for another week and a half.  There it was 
determined that Najima has kidney failure and 
defective valves in her heart, likely due to the 
overmedication by the local clinic.  Neema House staff 
was advised that surgery is not an option due to the 
fact that Najima is HIV+ and she will therefore likely 
less than a year more.  However, they were able to 
prescribe medication to prevent swelling and make 
her more comfortable.  Neema House continues to 
check on Najima regularly and provided the necessary 
medication.  Upon the last visit, Neema House staff 
met Najima with her new brother.  She is now happy, 
comfortable, and able to play like all other children.  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Other Ways We Serve in the Community



Through our Maisha Matters 
program, Neema House has begun 
assisting families with business 
start ups to help provide an 
additional source of income for 
long term sustainability.  Neema 
House visits families at their home 
to survey the area and discuss  
realistic business possibilities with 
the families based on the need in 
the area and skills or connections 
that the family may have.  The 
family then creates a proposal of 
what business they would like to 
do, how much the initial start up 
cost would be, and an estimated 
weekly profit from the business. 

This past quarter, Neema House 
assisted four different families 
with various business start ups, 
such as selling diesel, corn, grains 

and beans, and tomatoes and 
onions.  Neema House staff then 
checks in regularly to discuss how 
the business is progressing and 
offer suggestions or address 
problems as needed.  Discussions 
and business planning have already 

begun with two other families with 
further plans to begin this process 
with several other families. 

To date, everybody who has 
received assistance has reported 
being able to expand their capital 
to help grow their business and all 
have reported an increase in their 
household income of almost twice 
what they were previously bringing 
in. 

The goal of these business start ups 
is to empower parents and enable 

families to continue to provide for 
the needs of their children after 
Neema House is no longer involved 
to ensure the ongoing health of 
each child.
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Business Start-Ups

UPCOMING PLANS 

•Bui ld ing  of  a  new infant  
home to  increase  capac ity  
for  non-walk ing  ch i ldren 
in  their  own spec ia l ized 
area 

•Neema House to  start  a  
preschool  on-s i te  for  the 
chi ldren at  the home 

•Creat ion of  a  c lassroom 
space for  the preschool  

•Conduct ing  a  prel iminary  
tr ia l  at  a  mi lk  goat  
project  to  a id  famil ies  
with  young chi ldren 

•Further  ass i stance with  
bus iness  start -ups  for  long  
term susta inabi l i ty  in  
fami l ies  that  we serve,  
both through Maisha 
Matters  and chi ldren who 
have been reunif ied with  
family.  

Giving Back  

In March, Neema House was gifted three pigs from 
the father of a child who was cared for at Neema 
House.  Sylvester stayed at Neema House for 
several months after being treated for severe 
malnutrition, a condition that he developed after 
his mother died while he was still an infant.  
Sylvester was initially developmentally delayed 
due to his health, but he quickly began to gain 
weight and catch up developmentally.  He returned 
home to his family in December and his father was 
very grateful for all of the help given to his child.  
To show his gratitude, Sylvester’s father provided 
these three pigs so that Neema House can begin a 
pig project to raise pigs and sell them for their 
meat.  He told staff that this is his way of expressing appreciation as well as helping Neema House generate funds 
so that we can continue to help care for other children like his.  We are excited to begin exploring this new 
project to help with the growing costs associated with meeting increasing need in the community.


