
Empowered 
 
John 15:5 “I am the vine, and ye are the branches. He that abideth in me, and I in him, the 
same bringeth forth much fruit: for without Me ye can do nothing.” 
 
 
When Christ uses an absolute, we need to pay attention. Nothing in scripture is there by 
accident. I want to focus on the last statement in that verse, “without Me ye can do nothing.” 
 
Jesus does not say, ”you can’t do much,” or “you can’t do things well;” He states that we can 
do NOTHING without Him. Let that sink in. All that we do, we only do by His grace and 
energy. The immediate context is the critical nature of our dependent relationship as the 
branches connected to Him as the Vine. We draw on His life, His strength, His inspiration 
and His Spirit to accomplish anything that is pleasing to God. Christ Himself sets the 
example of dependence in John 5 where He states, ”the Son can do nothing of Himself, but 
what He seeth the Father do.” As He drew on the power and authority of the Father to 
perform His ministry, so we are to draw on the power and authority of our Savior to minister. 
 
Don’t be too quick to relegate this to what we term “ministry” only. Remember the injunction 
of I Corinthians 10:31, “do all to the glory of God.” This makes it imperative that we draw on 
Christ to accomplish ANYTHING in our lives. We cannot compartmentalize any part of our 
live as isolated from this principle of dependence on God. The only way we can please the 
Lord in any part of our life is to take each step of each day looking to Christ for energy, 
wisdom and ability, both physical and spiritual. 
 
Test how much you depend on the Lord and how much you try to be self sufficient: at what 
point do you seek God? Do you wait until you are in trouble before you pray? Do you seek 
His enabling for the routine activities you perform? We so often go about our lives, praying 
when we have a crisis or need that is out of the ordinary, but that is not functioning 
according to our Lord’s declaration that without Him we can do nothing. We need to 
understand that Christ must empower and permeate every activity, action, and thought. 
Without Him, we can do nothing! 


