
Disarm  
 
II Timothy 2:25, “In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God 
peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledgement of the truth;” 
 
If we could see ourselves from God’s perspective, we would see exactly that predicament: a 
people opposed to themselves. Every place in our lives where we fall short of God’s 
standard or rebel against His will we are working against our own best interests. Everything 
we do that is not righteous and Godly is not only sin and disobedient, but choosing hurt and 
pain for ourselves. 
 
It is vital in our thoughts of ministry that we adopt the mindset of God. Humanly speaking, 
we see many unsaved as antagonistic to us and to the gospel. While this may be true, the 
real spiritual vision sees them as opposing themselves. Not only the unsaved, but also those 
believers who follow after the world are working against their own benefit.  
 
We need to see people as God sees them, to have compassion on them instead of anger at 
their antagonism; sympathy because we are liable to the same sin. This is why Paul calls us 
to instruct in meekness; we tend to do it in arrogance. We have a distorted sense of our own 
goodness and stability. We are as good, righteous, and Godly as we are only by the grace 
of God and if those we minister to are to realize righteousness in their lives it will not be by 
our great skills of persuasion or convincing, but by the power of God’s mercy through His 
word. 
 
We must remember that our warfare is “not against flesh and blood.” Our conflict, our 
warfare is in our prayer, not in our words. We “witness,” that is testify what God has done in 
our lives. We instruct, even rebuke and admonish, remembering that we too have been 
delivered from our self destruction by the mercy and power of our gracious God. 


