
God’s Will Perfected (Luke 13:31-14:6)

Sunday school July 2, 2017

I want to call you attention to READ Luke 13:31-35. This is a short block of text, but
there is a lot to say about it. The passage we just read marks the return of the Pharisees.
The Pharisees have not been mentioned since chapter 11. Back then when they dined with
Him, and He pronounced six woes on the Pharisees because of their conduct. Now they’re
back. They probably never left, but they have been out of Luke’s narrative since chapter
11.

The passage starts with “certain of the Pharisees” warning Jesus that Herod the Tetrarch
was out to kill Him. We don’t know the Pharisees’ motives behind the warning. Some
commentators take the phrase “certain of the Pharisees” to mean the Nicodemus type Phar-
isees, those who genuinely cared about what Jesus had to say and therefore were genuinely
concerned for His life. I think that is possible but not likely. Remember that at the end of
chapter 11, after Jesus had pronounced the 6 woes on the Pharisees, the last two verses of
chapter 11 say, “And as he said these things unto them, the scribes and the Pharisees began
to urge him vehemently, and to provoke him to speak of many things: 54 Laying wait for
him, and seeking to catch something out of his mouth, that they might accuse him.” So the
majority of the Pharisees were not concerned for Him and His safety at all; they were trying
to pick a fight with Him. In a few chapters, they are going to try to get the Romans to
crucify Him. So I don’t think this warning comes out of concern for His life. I think this was
an attempt to use the threat of Herod to get rid of Him, to get Him to literally run for His
life. As we will see at the beginning of chapter 14, they don’t succeed. So in this passage we
will see how He stays focused on His main mission, to seek and to save that which was lost,
despite warnings on His life.

Transition: So let me HAND OUT OUTLINES. The connecting theme in these 5 verses
is...

I. Killing the Prophets The idea that the people at Jerusalem tend to mistreat the
prophets appears twice in these five verses: once in verse 33 when Jesus says, “for it can-
not be that a prophet perish out of Jerusalem” (because “all the prophets” get killed in
Jerusalem) and again in verse 34, where Jesus very bluntly says “Jerusalem, which killest
the prophets.” There are 2 points I want you to notice under this theme. First, we have...
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IA. God’s Plan Progressed READ v. 31-33 As I mentioned before, Herod was the
Roman ruler over Galilee and Perea, the area east of the Jordan River. He was not the ruler
in Judea or Jerusalem. So one place Jesus could go if He wanted to run from Herod was
Jerusalem, which is why what Jesus says about Jerusalem naturally comes next. The threat
of God’s messengers being killed by Herod was not an idle one. Luke 9:7-9 tell us that Herod
had imprisoned and killed John the Baptist. It also tells us Herod thinks Jesus is John the
Baptist risen from the dead. So while scripture never specifically says Herod wanted to kill
Jesus at this point in His ministry, it is very possible that he did. So Jesus does not respond
the way He did because Herod’s intent was not real, because it probably was.

What the Pharisees didn’t realize is that, at this point in His ministry, Jesus had no reason to
fear death from Herod or anybody else because of who He was. Back in chapter 4, the people
at Nazareth try to kill Him by throwing Him over a cliff. Luke 4:30 says, “But he passing
through the midst of them went his way.” The gospel of John records similar instances. He
didn’t need to fear death because the time for Him to die had not yet come. When we read
twice, once in verse 32 and again in verse 33, about today, tomorrow, and the third day, we
cannot help but think of Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection. That’s especially the case
with that last phrase in verse 32: “and the third day I shall be perfected.” The next-to-last
reference I gave you is Hebrews 2:9-10, which says, “But we see Jesus, who was made a little
lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by
the grace of God should taste death for every man. 10 For it became him, for whom are all
things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of
their salvation perfect through sufferings.” That was God’s plan: to have Jesus, His sinless
Son, die on a cross to pay the death payment sin required. So at this point in His ministry,
Jesus had no need to fear death because God’s plan for how He would die was going to be
carried out. There was nothing anybody, Herod or otherwise, could do to stop it. God’s plan
did continue and will continue unabated day after day, today, tomorrow, and the day after
that. Herod, the Pharisees, the disciples, even Jesus Himself (because Jesus was submitted
to Father’s will) could not stop God’s plan from being carried out.

This is true in Jesus’ life, and it is also true in ours. In Luke 11:2, the model prayer, one
of the things He tells us to pray for is “Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth.” As I
mentioned when we studied that text in detial, His will will be done regardless of whether
I pray for it or not because of how powerful He is. When I’m right with God, my will as
expressed in the prayer will agree with His will. I get some choices over how large a role I
play in doing God’s will, but I can’t stop God’s will from being done. If God’s will is for
Jesus to come back today, I can’t stop Him from coming back today. If I’m right with Him,
I will be watching for His coming as He has told us to do. Whether I am watching for Him
or not, if God’s plan is for Him to come back today, He will come back today. God’s plan
always gets carried out.

Transition: The chapter ends with...
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IB. Judgment and Care Pronounced READ v. 34-35 The language in verse 35 is all
Old Testament, and mostly it comes from judgment foretold by Old Testament prophets. I
gave you a long list of references in your outlines: Isaiah 1:7, Jeremiah 12:1-7, Jeremiah 22:5,
Daniel 9:27, Micah 3:12, among others. All of those verse contain language about the land
of Israel being left desolate as a judgment for their sin. Last week I mentioned the prophets’
warnings that the time to enter the narrow gate and therefore enter the kingdom of God is
now. Isaiah in particular but also others had warned about the gate closing, and therefore
those who don’t enter now get left out of the kingdom of God. They are left to knock at the
door and futilely beg to be let in. The people left out ignored the prophet’s warnings, and
they ignored Jesus’ warnings too. Verse 34 mentions stoning the prophets God had sent to
them. In Lev. 24:14 and Lev. 20:2, stoning is given as the punishment under the Jewish
law for blasphemy and apostasy. So by stoning the prophets, they were accusing God’s real
messengers of being fake messengers. This desolate house judgment on Jerusalem reminds
us that ultimately God does not let His messengers be treated that way. God will put up
with it for awhile, but not in the long-run. There is judgment coming for how they have
treated God’s messengers.

So the main message of these two verses is judgment, but there is also a message of God’s
care. The metaphor of the hen in verse 34 is a beautiful picture of the care God has for
nation of Israel. There is a special bond between a mother and her children. If you are out
hiking and see bear cub, you had better look for mama: you don’t want to get in between
mama and her cub. That can only end badly for you. If feel the whole world is against you,
there is always one person who is not. So go talk to your mom: she’ll always be on your
side. Just like God’s plan for Jesus’ death could not be stopped, God’s plan to restore the
nation of Israel also cannot be stopped. The last phrase in the chapter “Blessed is he that
cometh in the name of the Lord” is a quote of Psalm 118:26. Today we use that phrase with
respect to fellow Christians. In Luke 19:38, when He finally gets to Jerusalem, His disciples
(but not Jerusalem) used it at His first advent. Israel will eventually use it to describe Jesus
too, but a lot of judgment will take place before then. God’s plan for Jesus, Israel, and us
cannot be stopped.

Transition: Moving on to chapter 14, the first 6 verses give what seems to be just another
healing, and indeed many of the phrases that appear there we have studied before. This is...

II. Healing the Dropsy I’ve broken it down into three parts. The first is...
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IIA. The Setting READ v. 1-2 The fact that Jesus is dining with a chief Pharisee is
evidence that their attempt to get rid of Him at the end of chapter 13 had failed. This is
at least the third time Jesus finds Himself invited to the house of a Pharisee to dine; the
first two were in chapters 7 and 11. Maybe this Pharisee was genuinely interested in hearing
what Jesus had to say, but again I think probably not. Considering the phrase at the end of
verse 1 “that they watched him,” I think this was probably another trap, another attempt
to find an accusation against Him. Just as in chapter 7 when a prostitute, someone whom
you would think should not be there, shows up at the dinner, now a man with dropsy shows
up. The Greek word translated “dropsy” is a technical medical term, which is not surprising
considering this is Luke’s gospel. It refers to swelling, an accumulation of fluid that would
indicate illness in other parts of the body, most commonly the heart or the kidneys. If your
feet start to swell, one reason can be that your heart is not pumping blood properly (and
therefore fluid is accumulating in your lower extremities) or your kidneys are not removing
fluid properly. In Jesus’ day, dropsy was viewed as a divine punishment for sin. If someone
had swollen feet, people around him would think that he had done something to deserve this
punishment. So just like a Pharisee would have no dealings with a prostitute, a Pharisee
would not keep company with someone who had dropsy: he was a sinner. Yet here the man
is, right in front of a dinner with Pharisees. Like the prostitute back in chapter 7, maybe
he just wandered in, but probably he was a trap. Probably the Pharisee let him in to see if
Jesus would keep company with this “sinner.”

Transition: Next, we have...

IIB. The Healing READ v. 3-4 Verse 3 tells us that the other people invited to this
dinner were also lawyers and Pharisees, and the question Jesus asks them is not a trick
question. In Luke 13:15-16 among other places, Jesus tells us that the answer is yes: it is
always lawful to do good and help people; it is never lawful to do evil and hurt people. The
lawyers and Pharisees should have and probably did know the answer to this question, but
they didn’t want to admit the truth the answer implies. So they keep quiet. The lawyers
and Pharisees were looking for a reason to accuse Him, but He was doing the lawful thing
by helping this man regardless of what day it was.

Transition: Last, we have...
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IIC. The Instruction READ v. 5-6 These instructions on the correct interpretation of
the law in this case, and they are very similar to the instructions He gave the ruler of the
synagogue in the previous chapter (Luke 13:15). Animals were not allowed to work on the
sabbath day just like humans weren’t, but Deuteronomy 22:4 (paraphrased) says to help
animals that are in trouble. I have a colleague down at University who helps baby squirrels
she finds alive but abandoned. If you see her walking around, usually she has a baby squirrel
tucked in her bra to keep it warm. I like to help cats that are underpetted. So Jesus is
putting forth a logical legal argument: if the law commands to help an animal in trouble,
then surely it should be lawful to help a person in trouble. The silence of the Pharisees and
lawyers in verse 6 shows that they cannot answer this legal logic.

Conclusion

As a final thought, the fact that Jesus makes a logical argument based on the law to answer
these critics demonstrates for us the need to submit to God’s truth as revealed in scripture.
We as Baptists hold what is sometimes called a high view of scripture. We believe it is
inerrant and inspired by God Himself. Not all Christian denominations take that view, but
we do. We place a high value of God’s completed word. As a practical matter, if God’s
truth contradicts my thinking, my thinking is the one that is wrong. When that happens,
the right response may be silence, but really it is to change your mind. As we will see later,
the Pharisees didn’t do that. They kept trying to find accusations against Him. We on
the other hand have to open to the clear reading of scripture and change our minds when
scripture tells us we are wrong.
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