
The Son Knows the Father (Luke 10:21-29)

Sunday school March 12, 2017

I want to call your attention to READ Luke 10:21-24. For the last 2 weeks we have been
studying about Jesus sending the 70 to preach the kingdom of God. The passage ended with
the 70 returning with joy because the devils are subject to them through the name of Jesus
(verse 17). Jesus acknowledges that, but He also reminds them of the real reason to rejoice:
our names are written in heaven. The power and protection we have in this world is good,
but it is far less valuable than the protection we have in the next one.

The short passage I just read starts with the phrase “in the same hour,” meaning that there
is no gap, time or otherwise, between the successful return of the 70 and what happens here.
In verse 17, the 70 returned with joy because their mission was successful. Here Jesus rejoices
in spirit, presumably because the 70’s mission was successful and because their names are
written in heaven. What follows in verse 21 and maybe verse 22 is a prayer. I’ve mentioned
several times before that Jesus prayed a lot during His earthly ministry, and this is another
example of that. I said maybe verse 22 because there is a change in who is being addressed
between verses 21 and 22. Verse 21 is addressed directly to the Father (“I thank thee, O
Father”). Verse 22, on the other hand, refers to the Father in third person (“All things are
delivered to me of my Father”), so it seems to be addressed to the disciples rather than
prayed to the Father. Regardless, what follows is a brief explanation of the relationship
between Jesus, God the Son, and God the Father. That’s what we are going to study for
starters today: the Son Knows the Father.

Transition: So let me HAND OUT OUTLINES. First we have the...

I. Blessing the Disciples The first thing under this point...

IA. Jesus’ Prayer READ v. 21-22 In terms of structure, these two verses read almost
like a short psalm. Many of the psalms have for a structure a general thanksgiving or praise
of God followed by the reasons for that praise, and that is what you see here. He starts,
“I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth.” That’s the general thanksgiving; next
comes the reason: “that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast
revealed them unto babes.” The phrase “these things” appears several times in these verses.
It is a very general phrase that comprises everything He has taught and done, especially the
things about Himself and the Kingdom of God.
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He goes on to focus on the special relationship He has with God the Father. The passage
Pastor is preaching through right now, John chapters 14-16, tells us a lot about the rela-
tionship between Jesus and the Father, and really you can throw the Holy Spirit in there
as well. If you want to know how the three persons of the Trinity relate to each other John
chapters 14-16 is probably the best single place in the Bible to look. For example, it tells
us that Jesus is the only way to the Father (John 14:6). It tells us that He is in the Father
and the Father is in Him (John 14:10). It tells us that He would pray to the Father, and
the Father would send another Comforter, the Holy Spirit (John 14:16, which is one of our
memory verses). He said that He was going to the Father (John 14:28). It tells us that He
loves the Father, and the Father loves the Son (John 14:30 with 15:9). Those are just some
examples, and He explains this relationship in more compact form in READ v. 22; He
doesn’t take 3 chapters to do it but 1 verse to do it. The main idea there is the closeness
that exists between the Father and the Son.

It’s interesting to note that we as believers also have a special relationship or special close-
ness with the Father. In verse 21, the verse where Jesus speaks directly to the Father in
second person, He addresses the Father as “I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and
earth.” At the start of the next chapter, a very similar address appears when Jesus gives
His disciples instructions on how to pray. We’ll do the details in a couple of weeks, but
if you look down to Luke 11:2, the model prayer starts, “Our Father which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.” That’s a very similar address to the one Jesus uses in His prayer
in Luke 10:21. Elsewhere, scripture tells us we are adopted children of God. Jesus is the
natural-born Son of God; we are adopted. Ephesians 1:5 tells us that, because we are in
Christ, that is, because we have believed in Him, we have “the adoption of children by Jesus
Christ to himself.” So the Father wants to have the same closeness with us, His adopted
children, as He has with Jesus, His natural Son. When we have a problem, He wants us to
tell Him about it, even though He already knows about it because He is omniscient. When
we are hurting or grieving, He wants to comfort us. That’s one reason the Spirit He sends
is called the Comforter. When we are rejoicing, He wants to share in our joy, as is the case
here. So the closeness Jesus has with the Father leads to the closeness we can have with the
Father because we are in Christ, to borrow a phrase from Ephesians.

Transition: Next item....
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IIB. Jesus’ Blessing READ v. 23-24 The word “things” keeps coming up: it appears 3
times in these two verses and 5 times in this 4-verse passage. As I mentioned before, it refers
to everything Jesus has taught and done, in particular about who He is and the Kingdom of
God. He says to His disciples that they are blessed because they have seen and heard these
things. Notice they are not blessed because they have any inherant or special qualifications
or goodness on their part, but just because they have seen and heard these things. As I read
the gospels and as I have been teaching through Luke for almost the past year now, I have
thought a bunch of times: I wish I could have been there to see and hear these things. I
wish I could have seen what His face looked like at the transfiguration and asked Him if my
heavenly body will look like that, as someone asked a few weeks ago. I wish I could have
tasted the bread and fish that He used to feed the 5000. It’s not Christmas time, but I wish
I could have heard the angels when they announced His birth to shepherds. What did their
voices sound like? Were they singing? I find myself like King Herod in Luke 9:9, who desired
to see Jesus once he heard about the things He was doing.

Jesus says those who have seen and heard these things are blessed. As a final thought on
this short passage, those of us who believe and haven’t seen and heard these things are
also blessed, but for a very different reason. In John 20, after His resurrection Jesus shows
Himself to Thomas when he was with the other disciples. Thomas had said that he wouldn’t
believe unless he sees the print of the nails in his hands, and puts his fingers in them, and
thrusts his hands into His side. Thomas does exactly that, and then he believes. Do you
remember what Jesus said to Thomas after he believed? It’s John 20:29: “Thomas, because
thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have
believed.” That’s the blessing that covers us. I haven’t physically seen or heard Jesus, but
I believe because of what is written about Him and because a Sunday school teacher nearly
30 years ago took time to tell me about Him. If you get to see and hear Him, you are blessed
because you get to see and hear Him. If you don’t get to see and hear Him but still believe,
you are blessed because you believe, blessed with eternal life, and blessed with the closeness
we have with the Father.

Transition: The next block of text is a very familiar one: the parable of the Good Samari-
tan. This is a long text, so we’ll probably just do the lead-up today and then do the parable
itself next time. I’ve called this...

II. Doing the Work of a Neighbor READ v. 25-29, then He launches into the parable
itself. This passage starts with a lawyer, someone who is well-schooled in the Jewish law,
abruptly butting in to what verse 23 called a private conversation between Jesus and His
disciples. He addresses Jesus as “Master,” which as I’ve mentioned before conveys respect
but nothing more. In particular, it shows no evidence of the special relationship with the
Father the disciples had and believers have today. The key word in this parable is the word
“do;” it appears in verse 25, verse 28, and at the very end in verse 37. So this is a parable
about doing, which in turn is an outward manifestation of what you believe. The lead-up to
this parable features two questions from the lawyer, which we will take one at a time.
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Transition: The first question is...

IIA. Question About Eternal Life READ v. 25-28 Many people who teach this passage
emphasize the word “do” in verse 25 and then go straight to some place like Ephesians 2:8-9
to make the point that you can’t do anything to inherit eternal life. Eternal life is by faith,
by believing, not by works. That’s very true and very worth pointing out, but it misses
the fact that the lawyer’s question is not an honest, genuine question. Notice in verse 25,
the lawyer stood up and “tempted Him.” The lawyer did not ask this question because He
really wanted Jesus to tell Him how to have eternal life; he asked this question because he
was looking for a reason to accuse Jesus of wrongdoing or wrong-saying. This lawyer was
like the Pharisees from chapter 6, who scripture tells us were trying to “find an accusation
against him” (Luke 6:7).

Jesus, being God, no doubt realized that, and so He answers a question with a question.
Whoever told you to never answer a question with a question never read this parable, because
Jesus does exactly that here. The question is a logical one: the lawyer was well-schooled
in the Jewish law, so Jesus asks him what the law says about inheriting eternal life. The
lawyer’s answer is from the law. It combines the Shema in Deuteronomy 6:5 with Leviticus
19:18 to give in very summary form the central principles of the law. Jesus Himself does the
same thing in READ Matthew 22:34-40. This was probably a different lawyer because
he asks Jesus a different question, but Jesus gives basically the same answer the lawyer in
Luke 10 does.

Back to Luke 10, because his answer is so good, Jesus says in verse 28, “Thou hast answered
right. This do, and thou shalt live.” Most people realize that the lawyer’s response in
verse 27 is from the law, partly because of the Matthew passage where Jesus cites the same
principles, but many people don’t realize that the last phrase of Jesus’ answer in verse 28 is
also from the law. The reference I gave you is Leviticus 18:5, which says, “Ye shall therefore
keep my statutes, and my judgments: which if a man do, he shall live in them: I am the
LORD.” So God promises that if we keep the law, we will live. The problem is there is a
difference between understanding and doing. We can understand the law, but nobody does
God’s statutes and judgments all of the time. I think of what the Apostle Paul, one of the
strongest Christians and best lawkeepers that ever lived, wrote in Romans chapter 7. In
Romans 7:19, he writes, “For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would
not, that I do.” In my life, I find the same thing. I want to keep God’s commandments, but
I can’t do it all of the time. He concludes in Romans 7:24-25: “O wretched man that I am!
who shall deliver me from the body of this death? I thank God through Jesus Christ our
Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of
sin.” God loved us so much He made a new and living way to have eternal life: believing in
Jesus.
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Transition: The lawyer’s second question is...

IIB. Question About Neighbors READ v. 29 Again, this is not an honest and genuine
question; the lawyer asks the question in an effort to “justify himself.” The lawyer is trying
to find some way to make what he is actually doing fit what he understands the law says he
should do. In the Jewish culture of the day, one of the ways they did that was to interpret
neighbors as refering only to fellow Jews. So he is probably trying to get Jesus to support
that interpretation, an idea Jesus very much rejects with the parable of the good Samaritan
(as opposed to the good Jew). More generally, if you try hard enough to find a way to
justify your actions you will find it. The last reference I gave you is Proverbs 21:2, which
says, “Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the LORD pondereth the hearts.”
If you try hard enough to find a way to justify or rationalize your actions you will find
it, but is it right in God’s eyes? There are professors down at university who believe that
homosexuality is not a sin. My first thought is, “have you even read the Bible?” Yes, they
have, but its finding a way to justify what they want to be right whether its right in God’s
eyes or not, which of course is all that really matters.

Conclusion

As a final application, the fact that every way of a man is right in his own eyes emphasizes
the importance of staying under sound Bible teaching and preaching. If left to my own
interpretation and devices, I will try to find a way to justify whatever I’m doing because
every way of a man is right in his own eyes. If someone clearly tells me what the word of
God says, I still have to receive it and apply it, but my chances of seeing my ways as God
sees them are much higher than if left to myself and my own eyes. Stay under the preaching
and teaching of God’s word to help you see things the way God sees them.
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