
Enlarging the Team (Luke 10:1-20)

Sunday school February 26, 2017

I want to call your attention to READ Luke 10:1-11. Chapter 10 starts out very similar
to the way chapter 9 did. At the beginning of chapter 9, Jesus took His 12 chosen apostles,
gave them power and authority over all devils and diseases, and sent them to preach the
kingdom of God and to heal the sick. Here at the start of chapter 10, He does more or less
the same thing, but instead of just the 12, He does it to... the King James says 70. If you
have another translation, it might say 72 as opposed to 70. This is a math history issue. In
biblical times, they did not have nice numerals like we write today, so if you wanted to write
out a number, you had to either write it out in words or use an archaic number system that
wasn’t much different from hack marks. So some of the copies of the Greek manuscripts of
Luke say 70; others say 72. We don’t really know which one is right.

70 is a little better fit for the rest of scripture. If you study biblical numerology, as I do
a little in my math history course, the number 70 comes up rather often in the Bible, and
it usually denotes a large number in its context. Exodus 1:5 says that 70 souls came from
the loins of Jacob; that’s a lot of descendents. Moses appointed 70 elders to govern Israel
as opposed to doing all of the judging himself. Ahab, King of Israel, had 70 sons that Jehu
killed; Jehu is known for his bloody man, and that was a large slaughter. The Babylonian
captivity lasted 70 years; that’s longer than most people lived in that era. In Daniel, 70
weeks are determined on Israel. Each week represented 7 years, so that was a long time.
There are other examples, but you get the idea. The point is: whether it was 70 or 72 people
He sent, it was a lot more than 12. So this represented a dramatic expansion of His ministry
team, partly because He was leaving Galilee and going to Jerusalem, so they had a lot more
ground to cover. So today we are going to study this expansion of His team by doing a
comparison and contrast between this sending and the sending of the 12 back in chapter 9.
We’ll also see some applications for us today along the way.

Transition: So let me HAND OUT OUTLINES. First we have the...

I. Similarities We studied chapter 9 in depth just a few weeks ago, so because this is the
same as we covered then, I am going to go through these rather quickly.

• No supplies for the journey READ 10:4; He gave the 12 this same instruction in
Luke 9:3. Their journey would not be long, and He wanted them to have total freedom
of movement to preach the kingdom of God wherever they could, so He told them not
to bring even the usual needed supplies for a journey. He does that here also for the
same reasons.

• Same house for the duration READ 10:7; He gave the 12 this same instruction
in Luke 9:4. He didn’t want them going from house to house continually seeking better
accomodations like some travelers of that era did. He wanted them to be thankful
and content with the accomodations they have and to stay focused on their mission:
preach the kingdom of God. He does that here also.
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• Testifying against the cities that refused them READ 10:10-11; He gave the
12 this same instruction in Luke 9:5. The hope for both groups was that the city would
see their actions and repent for not having accepted the word of God.

• Success in their mission I didn’t read this far at the outset, but READ 10:17. The
success of the 12 that were sent in chapter 9 is reported in Luke 9:10-11. They brought
so many people to Jesus that it led to the feeding of the 5000. Scripture doesn’t give
us numbers this time, but the larger group has success too.

Transition: Those are the similarities, so I want to spend the rest of our time today on the
differences, because that’s the part I haven’t covered in detail before.

II. Differences We’ll take them one at a time and see how far we get. The first difference
is...

IIA. Sending Forth Laborers READ v. 2-3 These verses are often used in a missions
context. There was a missionary on a fifth Sunday here about 2 years ago who preached the
Sunday afternoon message on these verses. That’s certainly an application, but the context
is Jesus sending the 70 to do the work of the kingdom. So it could apply to anyone who
is doing the Lord’s work, not just to missionaries. The phrase “send forth laborers into his
harvest” has an agricultural background. When the time for harvest comes, the owner of
the field has to get the crop in or else it will rot on the vine. So the standard practice was
to hire extra laborers, pretty much anyone they could hire, to bolster the work force during
that time. As a side note, that still happens today. A few years ago Governor Nathan Deal
of Georgia decided to impose an illegal immigrant crackdown right around harvest time, and
the farm owners in southern Georgia literally had crops rotting in the field because most of
the people they were hiring were illegal immigrants who could no longer legally work. They
have to hire whoever they can, and those are the only people they can hire who are willing
to do that.

The application for us is: God is willing to send into His harvest anyone who is willing to
go. The question is: are you willing to go and do the work of the Lord? You make yourself
usable, and He will use you. The first reference I gave you is John 4:35, 36, which say “Say
not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift
up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest. And he that
reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that both he that soweth and
he that reapeth may rejoice together.” That speaks to the eternal rewards that come from
being workers in God’s harvest.
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One reason some people don’t go is verse 3. READ v. 3 This implies that there is danger.
When you think of a lamb, you think of this rather small, defenseless, helpless creature. Then
you think of a wolf, and you think of a ferocious, violent creature that really likes to eat veal
(among other meat). This language about the danger Jesus was sending them into does not
appear when He sends the 12 back in chapter 9. Back then hospitality, being received by the
majority of the people, was expected. Now they are going into more hostile territory, places
where not everybody will receive them. Last week we studied about a Samaritan village that
refused to receive Jesus. More generally, He was expecting that the 70 would encounter more
resistence than the 12. That resistence continues into the church age. In Luke 22:35-38, a
passage we studied a few weeks ago, He gives them very different instructions. He tells them
to take money and supplies for the journey, and if you do not have a sword, sell your garment
and buy one. Why? Because where you are going this time it is dangerous. Paul got stoned
at Lystra in Acts 14. In fact, all of us as God’s servants would be like these lambs among
wolves, totally defenseless, were it not for the Shepherd. The Good Shepherd is willing to
give His life to save the sheep. The real defense we have when we do the Lord’s work is not
swords, money, or supplies; it’s Him, the Good Shepherd. Don’t choose not to go to the
Lord’s harvest because of the danger: the defense we have is Him.

Transition: I’ll expand on the protection we have in Him later. Next difference....

IIB. Proclaiming Peace READ v. 5-6 The phrase “Peace be to this house” is a standard
greeting that is still used in that part of the world today. We greet each other with “hey
y’all,” but in the Middle East they greet each other with Shalom or Salaam, which are
Hebrew and Arabic respectively for peace. Even though there isn’t much peace in that
region, they all greet each other with the word peace. Verse 6 makes clear that more than
just a greeting is at stake here. The peace here is something that is transmitted when we
give the gospel. The reference I gave you is John 14:27, in which Jesus says to His disciples,
“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you.
Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” The only way to have peace is to
receive and believe the gospel. I won’t go into the difference between the peace of God and
the peace with God, but you can’t have either one without believing the gospel.

The important thing to notice about verse 6 is that whether or not the peace is received is
not predetermined by the disciples. They are just told to proclaim peace via the gospel. If
it is received, then the peace will remain. If it is not received, then the peace returns to the
proclaimer again. The disciples just proclaim it, and the response determines what happens
next. It’s the same role as the sower in the parable of the sower we studied a few weeks
ago. Some of the seed fell on good ground and brought forth fruit, some among thorns, some
among rocks, some got snatched up by birds. That didn’t really matter to the sower. The
sower just went forth and sowed, and sowed abundantly. Given what He said about sending
them as sheep among wolves, the 70 probably were going into some bad ground, but that
didn’t matter. They were still to proclaim God’s peace via the gospel regardless of whether
it was received or not. As sowers of God’s word, that’s what we’re called to do: not judge
what kind of ground it is, but sow the gospel abundantly.
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Transition: Next difference...

IIC. Being Good Guests READ v. 8-9 These instructions concern what to do when a
city receives them, that is, shows them hospitality. The overriding theme is: be thankful for
the hospitality you receive; don’t imply that the hospitality you receive isn’t good enough.
The last phrase in verse 8 “eat such things as are set before you:” is particularly hard on
me. There are only about 8-10 things I am willing to eat, so if you invite me over to your
house to have a meal, I usually decline because I don’t want to put myself in a situation
where I might have to refuse to eat the things that are set before me.

How we conduct ourselves says a lot about who we are representing. When I’m driving in to
campus on Greenville Street, I see some very interesting driving, especially when the lanes
get narrow when you get close to campus. Occassionally I will see someone do something
really risky, and unfortunately usually when I look closer at that car it has an AU parking
sticker on the back. That doesn’t represent AU well. In America today, the church has
become fairly marginalized from mainstream American culture. Part of that is the work of
the devil trying to suppress God’s work. Partly it’s the church’s own fault because large
segments of the church are more interesting in showing how much better we are compared to
lost people than giving lost people the gospel. I talk a lot about making it easy for someone
to believe, and how we conduct ourselves goes a long way toward that. In the 70’s case, they
were to make it easy for the people who received them to believe by being good guests.

Transition: Next difference...

IID. Punishing the Cities READ v. 12-16 For this to make sense, I need to give you
a little geography lesson. The three cities that Jesus condemns (Chorazin and Bethsaida
in verse 13 and Caesarea in verse 15) are all Jewish cities in Galilee, where Jesus had been
teaching and performing miracles from chapter 4 through chapter 9. This condemnation is
somewhat surprising given the hospitality they had shown to the 12 back in chapter 9, but
notice the basis of it in verse 13: “for if the mighty works had been done in Tyre and Sidon,
which have been done in you, they had a great while ago repented, sitting in sackcloth and
ashes.” Some people in those cities showed Him and His disciples hospitality, but there was
no repentence. In spite of the fact that He had taught in these cities for the better part of 6
chapters, there was no repentence and no real understanding of who He was: the Christ of
God.
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On the other hand, the three cities they are compared with (Sodom, Tyre, and Sidon) are
all Gentile cities. Sodom of course was destroyed by God in Genesis 19. Tyre and Sidon
were located in Phoenicia, the area north of Galilee. Jesus had not taught in any of these
cities, so they had not received as strong of a testimony. You don’t want to build doctrine
from the gospels, but this passage seems to indicate degrees of judgment, especially READ
verse 12. The comparison with Sodom is striking: its sexual immorality was so bad that
God destroyed it. So the point is: the worst sin you can possibly commit, worse even than
the sexual sin of Sodom, is rejecting Jesus. John 3:36 puts it very clearly: “He that believeth
on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the
wrath of God abideth on him.” If you believe on Jesus, it doesn’t matter what other sins
you have committed, you have eternal life. If you don’t believe in Jesus, it doesn’ matter
what other good you have done: the wrath of God abides on you. The worst thing you can
do is reject Jesus.

One last observation on these 4 verses. Notice in verse 12 “it shall be more tolerable in that
day.” Verse 14 says, “it shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment, than
for you.” Those two phrases refer to the end of time and the final judgment. Up until then,
it may be great in those cities, though it won’t be if you are a child of God trying to live
for Him. The disciples thought the judgment would come now. That’s one reason James
and John asked Jesus if they should call fire down from heaven on the city of Samaria that
rejected Jesus; they thought the judgment was now. No, the judgment comes on God’s time
table, not on ours. But it will come because God has promised it.

Transition: Last difference...

IIE. Promising Protection READ v. 18-20 These verses refer to Satan as a defeated
enemy, and it has many applications. It applies to his initial casting out of heaven. The
language here is very similar to Isaiah 14, which many people think describes that event. It
applies to his final defeat in Revelation. It applies to the fact that he is being defeated now,
both by the 70 when they cast out devils, and every time someone chooses to believe in Jesus
because that’s one less person Satan is going to get to take to the lake of fire with him. Satan
still causes trouble, but he is a defeated enemy. In that context, verse 19 refers to protection
from the power of Satan: the power of God is more powerful than the power of Satan. Some
people take this language too literally, partly because there are miraculous occassions in the
Bible where this kind of thing does happen literally. For example, in Acts 28:5 the apostle
Paul survives a snake bite that would normally be deadly. That’s where snake-handling
churches come from. They may seem weird and foreign to you, but apparently there is
actually one up in Greenville, so it is not as foreign as you may think. The application is the
power of Satan, not necessarily literal snakes and scorpions. Don’t tempt God on matters
like that.
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Finally, verse 20 reminds us that, as much as we are appreciative of God’s physical protection
from Satan’s power in this life, the eternal protection we have from God, the sealing of the
Spirit, is even more valuable. I’m glad for God’s physical protection. A few years ago, I was
hiking at Silvermine Arch up in Kentucky. There’s a long wooden staircase that leads down
to the arch. I got on the staircase, and it felt kind of wobbly to me. I am scared of heights
anyway, so I decided not to go down there. A few months later, I read that that staircase
had collapsed. God got me off that staircase just in time. I let them build a new staircase
and then went back to see Silvermine Arch a few years later. I rejoice in the protection I
have in this world, but the protection I have in the next one is much, much more valuable.
That’s why Jesus says, “rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.”

Conclusion

As a closing thought, Jesus enlarged His team from 12 to 70 here. In so doing, He keeps
some of the instructions the same, but He also gives some new instructions. At the end
of the gospel, He enlarges the team again: with the great commission to the entire church.
Some of these instructions do not apply to us, but many of them do. We are still laborers in
His harvest, and we still pray for God to send more laborers to do His work both here and
abroad. In a couple of months, we will need God to send a laborer here to lead the work
here (not to be the only laborer here, but to lead under His direction the labor that is going
on here). We still proclaim peace by giving the gospel, or sowing the seed. We don’t decide
who receives it; we just give the gospel. We don’t act as guests in houses any more, but our
conduct still matters in terms of how receptive people are to the gospel. The gospel is still
true: whoever believes in Jesus has everlasting life; whoever doesn’t doesn’t, and that’s very
straight forward. We still have the protection from the power of Satan. Most importantly,
just like most of the 12 and the 70, our names are still written in heaven, and there is no
way they can be blotted out.
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