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I want to call your attention to READ Luke 9:51-56. The first verse that we read, verse
51 and somewhat also verse 53, marks the next major seam or segment division in Luke’s
gospel. To review, the first two chapters were the first major segment: Jesus’ birth and
childhood. Then came the preparation for Jesus’ ministry: John the Baptist’s ministry,
Jesus’ baptism, geneology, and temptations in the wilderness. That was chapter 3 and the
first part of chapter 4. Since Luke 4:14, we have been studying the things Jesus did, His
miracles and teachings, in Galilee. Now in verse 51, it says “he stedfastly set his face to go
to Jerusalem.” So the Galilee bit is now finished. He is now leaving Galilee and going to
other parts of Israel and ultimately to Jerusalem. Some commentators call this next major
segment the travel narrative, which kind of works but is somewhat problematic. You can go
from Galilee to Jerusalem in about 3 days if you go there directly, but Jesus takes a very
circuitous, poorly defined route to get there. Luke doesn’t tell us geographically where Jesus
is all of the time.

When it says He “set His face to go to Jerusalem,” it doesn’t just mean He physically went
to Jerusalem. He does physically go to Jerusalem, but He physically went to Jerusalem
several times during His earthly ministry. Remember that the organization of Luke’s gospel
is thematic rather than strictly chronological. Matthew and Mark are more chronological,
but Luke puts all of the Galilee stuff first, the other parts of Israel next, then finally His
ministry at Jerusalem. This is the dividing line between the Galilee stuff and the other parts
of Israel stuff. Rather than just physically going to Jerusalem, the other phrase in verse 51 is
important: “when the time was come that he should be received up.” That’s a reference to
His ascension into heaven after His death, burial, and resurrection. Twice in Acts chapter 1,
Acts 1:2 and Acts 1:9, it speaks of His ascension and says that He was “taken up,” which is
basically the same language used here. So when it says He is “going to Jerusalem,” it means
that He is starting up the ramp that will lead to the culmination of His earthly ministry,
His death, burial, resurrection, and ultimately ascension. It will be a long and slow march
to Jerusalem. He starts going to Jerusalem here; His so-called triumphal entry is not until
chapter 19. So for more or less 10 chapters He is “going to Jerusalem.” The section starts
with some instructions on how to follow Him, and that’s what we will study today.

Transition: So let me HAND OUT OUTLINES. First point...

I. Gospel to the Samaritans The bit we read at the outset describes Jesus’ first stop
outside of Galilee that is described in Luke: a village of the Samaritans. Earlier He had
ministered to the Jews and Gentiles in Galilee. He had briefly ministered to the Gentiles
east of the Sea of Galilee (man of the tombs). Now He tries to minister to the Samaritans. I’m
trying to get you to see that even though Jesus was a Jew, His ministry was for everybody:
Jews, Gentiles, and Samaritans.
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To give you a little geographical and cultural background, Samaria is located between Galilee
to the north and Judea/Jerusalem to the south. So if you were a Jew in Galilee and you were
going to Jerusalem to observe a Jewish Passover or other feast, you either had to go through
Samaria or around it. Because of religious differences, Samaritans were particularly hostile
to Jews from Galilee who were going to Jerusalem for ceremonial purposes. Without going
into details, you see some of that in John chapter 4 in Jesus’ conversation with the woman
at the well. Usually the Samaritans would refuse Galilean Jews hospitality, so if you were
a Galilean Jew and chose to go through Samaria, you would end up lodging in the streets
because none of the Samaritans would offer you lodging. For this reason, most Galillean Jews
traveling to Jerusalem for a feast observance would choose to go around Samaria rather than
through it even though the route around Samaria was longer. This past summer I drove to
Sacramento. There are two ways to get to Sacramento: you can drive out I-40 across the
southern tier of states and then up California 99, or you can go up to I-80 and across the
central states (Nebraska, Wyoming, Salt Lake City) taking the northern route. The southern
route is about 100 miles shorter, but I chose to go the northern route. One reason was, if I
drove the southern route, after 3 straight days of driving I would end up in the California
desert where there is nowhere to lodge. That’s what most of the Galilean Jews traveling to
Jerusalem did: they took the longer route so they could have a place to lodge.

Once you understand that cultural background, the fact that the Samaritan village didn’t
receive Jesus in verse 53 is not surprising: they wouldn’t receive any of the Galilean Jews that
were going to Jerusalem. The reaction of James and John, though, is somewhat surprising
considering they were two of Jesus’ closest disciples, and it’s completely contrary to Jesus’
mission to seek and to save that which was lost. They reference II Kings 1:9-16, when Elijah
calls down fire from heaven and destroys representatives of the King of Samaria when he
won’t listen to God’s word as spoken by Elijah. They don’t consider that Jesus is on a very
different mission than Elijah. Elijah was sent, partly, to teach the king of Samaria a lesson
about who is really God and who is really in control; Jesus was set to seek and to save that
which was lost. When Jesus sent the 12 disciples back at the beginning of the chapter, He
gave them authority over all devils and power to heal the sick, and He told them in Luke
9:5 that if a village would not receive you to “shake off the very dust from your feet as a
testimony against them,” that is, in hope that they would repent. He never tells them to
call down fire from heaven and destroy the villages that would not receive them, for then
they would never be able to hear the gospel. I’m glad He doesn’t give us as His followers
that power because, just speaking for myself, I know there are times in my life when, out of
my anger, frustration, and impatience, I would have used it.
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What I am trying to get you to see is the determination with which Jesus stays focused on
His mission. Verse 51 says “he stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem,” meaning He was
determined to fulfill the will of God that everyone might have a chance to be saved. The
next reference I gave you is Isaiah 50:7, which has similar language and says “For the Lord
GOD will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded: therefore have I set my face like a
flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed.” He was so determined to fulfill His earthly
ministry because it was God’s will that everyone have a chance to be saved. I hope that
we in God’s church are equally as determined to fulfill that will. Jesus’ ministry was to all
people (Jews, Gentiles, Samaritans); ours needs to be as well because everybody needs to
hear the gospel. The last reference I gave you is I Cor. 9:22-23, where Paul says, “I am made
all things to all men, that I might by all means save some. And this I do for the gospel’s
sake, that I might be partaker thereof with you.” I can’t personally be all things to all men
or take the gospel to every creature, but I can reach some of them and I can support those
who do. That’s the mission that started with Jesus’ earthly ministry, and it continues in the
church today.

Transition: Chapter 9 closes with some illustrations of what it means to follow Jesus in
this ministry to seek and to save that which was lost. That’s...

II. Illustrations on Following Jesus (how not to do it) Earlier in the chapter, right
after Peter’s confession that He is the Christ of God and Jesus’ prediction about the suffering
and rejection He would face at Jerusalem, He issues the instruction in verse 23, “If any man
will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.” Then
He went on to give some reasons as to why following Him is so important. Now He expands
on that instruction by giving three illustrations on how not to follow Him.

Transition: Let’s deal with these illustrations one at a time. First,...

IIA. Shunning the Cost READ v. 57-58 You have to remember that this statement
that “the Son of man hath not where to lay his head” comes right after the Samaritan village
had refused to receive Him while He was going to Jerusalem. So at this time He literally
had nowhere to sleep. His going to Jerusalem to fulfill God’s will had cost Him whatever
accomodations He had in Galilee. Likewise for us, if you are going to follow Jesus, it may not
cost you house and home, but it will cost you something in this world. I pointed out a few
chapters ago when Jesus called His disciples that Peter and John were successful commercial
fishermen, as evidenced by the fact that Peter owned his own boat. Most fishermen at the
time worked as daylaborers for someone else. When they chose to follow Jesus, it cost them
their fishing business. When I followed Jesus’ calling on my life to teach math at a Christian
university, it costed me things. I have mentioned before that when I worked in accounting
in my mid-20’s I made a goal purely in the flesh to be a millionaire by age 40. I turned 40
last year, and I’m not a millionaire. It’s costed me some other things as well. If you’re going
to follow Jesus, there will be a cost in terms of material things.
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This “certain man” seems eager to follow Him in verse 57, but after Jesus informs him of
the cost, he never replies, implying that the cost of following Jesus was more than he was
willing to pay. Earlier in the chapter Jesus had told us why following Him was so important:
saving your life, i.e. saving the opportunities you have to serve God; eternal rewards; Him
not being ashamed of your service. These reasons are worth any cost in this world we may
have to pay. Don’t refuse to follow Him because of the cost.

Transition: Next illustration....

IIB. Delaying Discipleship READ v. 59-60 When we first read Jesus’ response in
verse 60, it sounds indifferent, cold, maybe even heartless and cruel, but again there is some
cultural background you need to understand. The weather and climate in Israel causes a
body to decompose very quickly after a person dies. They didn’t have refridgerated morgues
back then to slow the rate of decomposition, so when a person died they had to get the body
in the ground very quickly, usually within a day or so. So the fact that this man requests to
first go and bury his father implies that his father had not yet died. If his father had already
died, he would be busy burying his father rather than talking to Jesus. So this request to
first bury his father is a delay tactic, one that could go on for years.

Jesus rejects the delay on the basis that the kingdom of God needs to be preached now. One
of the things that irritates me is “preachers” in pulpits who never give the gospel. This hasn’t
happened at this church, but I have sat through plenty of church services and other religious
events where, if I had walked into that service a lost person, I would have for sure walked
out of that service a lost person because nobody ever told me how to be saved. I understand
when doing personal evangelism there is the earning favorable attention and leading of the
Spirit to set someone up for a gospel presentation, but especially in corporate evangelism
(like a church service) the time to give the gospel is now. The pastor search committee did
not ask me to say this. I have not talked to them and am not involved in that process in any
way, but whoever this church calls as its next Pastor had better be someone who gives the
gospel. That’s the most important thing. Knowing the men on that committee, I think it
will be. Jesus did not tolerate delays in preaching the kingdom of God, and neither should
we.

Transition: Last illustration...

IIC. Looking Back READ v. 61-62 If the previous illustration involved delaying the
start of discipleship, this one involves ending discipleship that has already started. You have
probably all heard the illustration of a farmer plowing a field. To get a straight row, you
have to keep your eyes focused forward on the end of the row not looking back at what you
have already plowed. You’ve probably already heard that, so I won’t repeat it, although I
just did. Elisha made a similar request of Elijah in I Kings 19:19-21 after Elijah threw his
mantle on him, thereby identifying him as Elijah’s successor. What might be surprising is
that Elijah granted the request, whereas Jesus does not. This again speaks to their different
missions. When following Jesus, it doesn’t really matter how you followed Him last year,
last month, or last week. What matters is you follow Him today.
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Conclusion

As a closing thought, when I’m filling in for Jim and leading music as I will be tonight (but
not this morning), one of my least favorite things to do is pick a closing hymn because I’m
not very good at it. You may or may not have caught onto this, but I have a set of 4 or 5
hymns that I often pick for closing hymns because I can’t think of anything better. One of
them is “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus.” When following Jesus, be willing to pay the cost,
don’t delay, and don’t look back.
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