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I want to call your attention this morning to READ Luke 8:26-39. When we last left Jesus
and His merry band of disciples, they were rowing across the Sea of Galilee. They rowed
into a wind storm, probably caused by uneven cooling of the atmosphere after sunset, as I
detailed last week, and Jesus had to use His divine powers to calm the storm so that they
could get across unharmed. As I mentioned last week, all of the events we have studied since
chapter 4 have taken place in Galilee and more specifically in or near Capernaum, which is
a commercial center on the west shore of the Sea of Galilee. So using geographical logic, if
they started on the west side of the Sea of Galilee and rowed across the sea, now they must
be on the east side of the Sea of Galilee. That’s why Luke says in verse 26 “they arrived
at the country of the Gadarenes, which is over against Galilee.” They were across the sea
from where they were before. They don’t stay here long. If you look down to verse 37, the
end of the verse says, “and he went up into the ship, and returned back again.” So they
row across the sea, do the one thing we read about on the east side, then immediately row
back to the west side. My point is: Jesus was very intentional about helping the man of
the tombs. He came all of the way across the sea basically just to help this one man. The
application is: we need to be intentional about the work we do for the Lord, not just do it
when it is convenient. That’s what Jesus did, and it’s what we need to do.

There’s another important thing about the geographical location. Whereas the area around
Capernaum and west of the Sea of Galilee has a high Jewish population, the area on the
east side has a high gentile population. So all of the people in this scene except Jesus and
His disciples were probably Gentiles. There are some specific things in the text that indicate
that, and I will point them out when we do the details of the text. So Jesus goes to all the
trouble of rowing back and forth across the Sea of Galilee mostly to minister to 1 Gentile.
So there’s also an issue of how this scene fits into the bigger scheme, and we’ll deal with that
too.

Transition: So with that introduction, let me HAND OUT OUTLINES. I’ve organized this
outline around the different people and spirits in this scene.
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I. Man of the Tombs (Before) READ v. 26-30 This man whom Jesus has intentionally
traveled all the way across the sea to help is in a terrible condition. Verse 26 tells us he
is wearing no clothes. He has no house to live in; he lives in the tombs, or the catacombs.
He’s uncontrollable: the parenthetical verse 29 tells us that they had tried to control him
with chains and fetters, but the demons gave him power to break them, so he couldn’t be
controlled. The demons were in complete control of him. In verse 30, Jesus asks the man his
name, but the man doesn’t respond. The demons do, and in fact we never learn the man’s
name. The demons call themselves Legion. A legion was a Roman military unit consisting
of about 5600 men. Before we met centurions, who were over 100 men. So a legion would
have 50-60 centurions. The point is: there were a lot of demons controlling this man.

Transition: There are two things in particular I want you to notice about his before con-
dition. First,...

IA. Dead (Practically) He’s not physically dead, but he is as good as dead. He’s living
in a place where only dead people go. That’s why the early persecuted church often met
in the catacombs: nobody goes there. It gave them freedom from government interference.
He can’t answer a simple question like “what is your name?” for himself. For practical
purposes, he is dead. Spiritually speaking, Ephesians 2 tells us this is a metaphor for how
we were before we trusted Christ. We studied this almost 2 years ago, but to refresh your
memory READ Ephesians 2:1-3. I’ll make some comments as we read.

• v.1 Paul is making a metaphor here, comparing our spiritual state before we trusted
Christ to being physically dead. A person or animal who is physically dead can’t do
anything; it just lays there. Before we trusted Christ, we couldn’t do anything about
our spiritual condition other than trust Him and the sin payment He made. The man
of the tombs can’t do anything about his condition (he’s practically dead), but he met
the Man who can.

• v. 2 I mentioned back when we studied this passage in detail that the “prince of the
power of the air” and “the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience” are
both references to Satan. He’s not an enemy we physically see, but he is a prince, a
ruler, in the air realm, or the spiritual realm. Not every lost person is demon-possessed
like the man of the tombs is, though that can happen, but he is at work in their lives.

• v. 3 The devil was not our only enemy. We have our own flesh, mind, and sin nature
to deal with as well.

What I’m trying to get you to see is: the man of the tombs is a physical picture of what our
spiritual lives were like before we trusted Christ. There’s more to say about that analogy,
but we have to develop some other things first. So file that away and we’ll get back to it
later.

Transition: Back in Luke 8, the man of the tombs was also probably a...
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IB. Gentile I already mentioned that the area east of the Sea of Galilee had a high Gentile
population. Also, a Jew generally would not even go to the catacombs, much less live there,
because it made him ceremonially unclean according to the law. Also, if you look in verse
28, the phrase that is used about Jesus “Son of God most high” is not a phrase commonly
used by Jews in the Bible to describe Jehovah God. They often call Him Yahweh, Elohim,
the Lord of hosts in a military context, but not usually the Most High God. They use it
occassionally, but not often. It is much more commonly used by Gentiles who worship the
God of Israel. Of course from the demons’ perspective, that phrase is an admission that
Jehovah God was indeed higher than their god, Satan. The reference I gave you is Acts
16:17, where the damsel at Philippi who had the spirit of divination said of Paul and his
companions they were “servants of the most high God.” That’s another Gentile is a similar
situation using that phrase to refer to the God of Israel. So the man of the tombs was
probably a Gentile.

So in Jesus intentionally going all the way across the Sea of Galilee just to help this pitiful
Gentile man, you see the beginning of what Paul calls in Ephesians 2:14 the “breaking down
of the middle wall of separation.” That’s a reference to the wall in the Jerusalem temple
that kept the Gentiles from getting close to the holiest of holies. When we studied this in
our Ephesians series a couple of years ago, I compared it to turtles sunning on logs. When I
was down in south Alabama last week, I hiked past some more ponds that had more turtles
on logs, and I thought of that again. Before Christ, the Jews were God’s chosen people, so
they were sunning on a log, basking in God’s blessings, while the Gentiles were swimming
around in the water unable to receive God’s full blessings. With the formation of the one
body of Christ consisting of everyone who believes, both Jew and Gentile, in the church age,
we are up on the log as well, basking in the fullness of God’s blessing. The union into one
body had not happened at this point yet, but you see the start of it when Jesus goes way
out of His way to minister this one Gentile.

Transition: Next characters...

II. Demons in the Swine READ v. 31-33 “The deep” they are so afraid of in verse 31
is probably a reference to the bottomless pit. Revelation 20:3 tells us that’s where Satan and
his minions will be bound for 1000 years, but that will happen at Christ’s second coming, not
His first. This exchange is kind of odd and maybe, if you don’t understand the big picture,
a little troubling because Jesus seems to grant the demons’ request. It’s interesting to read
through the Bible and look at how God deals with Satan in cases where they talk directly
to each other. God gives Satan more leeway or freedom than maybe we would like Him to.
In the garden of Eden, after the serpent (Satan) deceives Eve, God talks to the serpent. He
says in Genesis 3:15, “And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy
seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” God could have
just said, “You ruined my perfect creation, so you’re done forever.” Instead, God lets him
“bruise his heel,” that is, do a modicum of damage. Satan’s going to get the head bruise, the
mortal wound, in the end, but in the meantime he has some freedom to do some damage.
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The same thing happens in Job chapters 1 and 2. In chapter 1, Satan falsely accuses Job:
“he only serves You because You bless him.” God knew that was false, but He tells Satan,
“you can take all Job’s substance, but don’t touch his body.” If that wasn’t enough, in
chapter 2 the same thing happens again. God could have said, “you were wrong the first
time, now leave Job alone.” Instead, He says, “you can afflict his body, but save his life.” So
God gives Satan more leeway that certainly Job would have liked. The same thing happens
in Christ’s temptations in the wilderness. He could have just said, “get away; you’re not
tempting me.” He does that eventually, but not until He had been tempted 40 days and
nights in the wilderness. Even in Revelation 20, after he is in the bottomless pit for 1000
years, God sets him loose for a season to deceive the nations before he is finally cast into
the lake of fire once and for all.

So why does God give Satan so much leeway? In giving him this leeway, God is allowing
Satan to sow the seeds of his own destruction. Since the national championship game,
otherwise known as the Alabama coronation, is tomorrow, I’ll illustrate this with a football
story. Back in 1997, my alma mater Miami (Oh) was hosting the Marshall Thundering Herd.
They came in nationally ranked, and they had the better team. They had Chad Pennington,
future starting quarterback for the New York Jets. They had Randy Moss, most talented
receiver of his era, and a few other good players. We had nobody of note. They should
have won, but they turned the ball over 8 times. The other 4 times they scored. We never
stopped them, but they stopped themselves, and we beat them 45-24. In continuing to work
evil and oppose God, Satan is giving God no choice but to destroy him. In this case, Jesus
grants their request to go into the swine, but the swine immediately run into the sea, which
is probably symbolic of the lake of fire, where they will ultimately be cast in Revelation
20:10. They are destroyed in the sea, or at least never heard from again. So granting their
request leads to their destruction. That’s what happens here and throughout the Bible.

Transition: Next people in this scene...

III. Swine Owners READ v. 34-37 Three times it either says or implies that they were
afraid, once in verse 34 when they fled, once at the end of verse 35 when they see the changes
in the man of the tombs, and again in verse 37. As we’ve seen many times in this study, fear
is a common response to miraculous acts, but this fear does not lead to faith like it does in
other instances. Instead, they ask Him to leave. Maybe they did not like the economic loss
of the swine, though nothing in the text indicates that. In any case, they just don’t want to
hear His teaching, and as a result they reject the gospel.

Transition: So that’s a negative response. Finally we have the positive response, which is...
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IV. Man of the Tombs (After) READ v. 35, 38-39 The description given in verse 35
opposes point by point the description given in verses 27-30. He was demon-possessed; now
the demons are departed. He was naked; now he’s clothed. He was uncontrollable; now he’s
sitting submissively at Jesus’ feet. He was living in the tombs; now Jesus tells him in verse
39 to go “to his own house.” As a result of this change, the man of the tombs asks to go
with Jesus, basically asks to become a disciple like Peter, John, etc. Mark 5:18, a parallel
passage, says he met them at the ship as they were getting ready to leave and “prayed him
(Jesus) that he might be with him.” It may seem surprising that Jesus says no, but He had
another job for him: return and be a witness for Jesus. Judging from the reaction of the
swine owners, some of them probably wouldn’t believe, but they had a witness. That was
important to Jesus.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the man of the tombs is me, and the man of the tombs is you. Before we
trusted Christ we were dead in trespasses and sins, but as Ephesians 2 says: “but you hath
He quickened.” We can’t go on the ship with Him right now (we want to, but we can’t yet)
because we have a job to do: to show the great things Jesus has done for us. Just like some
people surely did not believe the man of the tombs, some people won’t believe us. But if we
do our job right, they’ll have a witness. That matters to God, and it should matter to us as
well.
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