
Hear God’s Word, and Do It (Luke 8:16-25)

Sunday school January 1, 2017

Luke, chapter 8. We are going to start our study today with verse 16, but to get some
context let’s READ Luke 8:11-18. Two weeks ago we studied the parable of the sower,
and we realized that it is a parable about being good hearers of God’s word. There are 4
types of ground mentioned there, and in this new year as always we want our lives to be
the good ground. We want God’s word to germinate, take root, grow, and bear fruit in our
lives. The difference between the good ground and the other types is what we do with God’s
word after we hear it. All 4 types of ground hear God’s word. (v. 12, 13, 14, 15) The first
3 bear no fruit. The difference is what we do with it after we hear it. We want our lives to
be the good ground for God’s word, ground where His word can germinate, grow, and bear
fruit. Last time, in verse 15, we saw the three properties that good ground has: an honest
heart, it keeps God’s word (value it), and it has patience as it grows. That’s the last thing
I gave you last time: what we need to do to be good ground for God’s word.

In verse 16, the metaphor changes, but the topic is the same. Verses 16-18, and really
everything we’re going to study today, are still about being good hearers of God’s word, but
they take it to the next step: not just hearing God’s word, but doing it. That’s what we’re
going to study today: three pictures of doing God’s word after we have heard it.

Transition: So with that introduction, let me HAND OUT OUTLINES. The three pictures
are the three Roman numerals. First, we have...

I. Candle The metaphor is in verse 16; the explanation is in verses 17-18. HOLD UP
WILTED CANDLE This is a candle. I made it myself when I was in 4th grade. We took a
class field trip to a pioneer village, and one of the activities was candle-making the pioneer
way. I started with a string and repeatedly dipped it in a wax-like substance until I had
this. In its current state, nobody would want to light their house with this candle: time and
many summers of heat has caused it to lose its structural integrity. Not only would it be
a fire hazard, but it wouldn’t give good light for the entire room. Do you remember that
children’s song “This Little Light of Mine?” You wouldn’t want to sing that song with this
candle: you wouldn’t be able to see this light very well.
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As God’s people, we are in a unique position in terms of God’s word. We don’t receive God’s
word just for our benefit. It does benefit us, and we do need to apply it to ourselves, but
we also receive God’s word to share it with other people. So not only are we receivers of
God’s word, but we are also distributors of God’s word. In the context of the parable of
the sower, we are not only the ground that receives the seed but also sower who sows the
seed. One of the things about this sower is that he doesn’t seem to care too much about
what kind of ground he is sowing on. I didn’t bring that out last time because I focused on
the ground last time, but the sower sows seeds everywhere. He sows on the rocky ground,
on the hardpan, in the thorns, and on the good ground. He doesn’t look at the ground and
think, “it’s too rocky here. I’m not going to sow here.” That’s very relevant for us because,
as I look outside this body of believers, I do not see a lot of good ground today. I see a lot
of thorns, a lot of hard hearts, and a lot of birds who want to oppose God’s work. But that
doesn’t matter to this sower. He just goes forth and sows.

The application for us is: as sowers of God’s word, regardless of what we think the ground
looks like, we need to sow abundantly. We don’t know what kind of ground we’re dealing
with until we start sowing. I’ve told you before about the homeless man we had join one
of the churches I worked in over in Athens. When he first came to our church, he didn’t
seem like good ground to me. He had some mental issues; he wanted people to give him
money to feed his substance abuse. Our pastor sowed the seed, and it brought forth fruit.
He got his life at least partly turned around. If we don’t sow the seed, it will never bring
forth fruit. We don’t know whether it will take root, grow, and bring forth fruit until we sow
the seed. Regardless of what we think of the ground, we have to sow the seed. So for us as
God’s people, there is a double application to the parable of the sower. As hearers of God’s
word, we need to be good ground, not just hearing the word but applying it to ourselves and
distributing it. As sowers of God’s word, we need to sow abundantly regardless of what the
ground looks like.

Transition: Next picture (same topic, hearing God’s word, but different metaphor)...

II. Family READ v. 19-21 All of the events we have been studying since the middle of
chapter 4 have taken place in Galilee, so He would not have been too far from His hometown
of Nazareth and therefore His family. In this scene, they try to drop in on Him, but they
struggle to do so because of the crowds. Luke doesn’t give us any specifics about His family
at this point; he just says “His mother and His brethren” in verse 19. Fortunately, the
other gospel writers do. Mark 6:3 tells us He had 4 younger half brothers (it even lists
them: James, Joses, Jude, and Simon) in addition to some sisters. John 7:5 tells us that
His brothers did not believe in Him at this point, although Acts 1:14 says that after His
ascension to heaven they do. None of the gospel writers mention Joseph, His earthly father,
during His earthly ministry. Luke hasn’t mentioned Joseph since chapter 2, when Jesus gets
“lost” in Jerusalem when He was 12 years old. Because of this silence, most commentators
think Joseph was dead by this point, but scripture doesn’t tell us that. It’s just the best
explanation for why he’s not mentioned.
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When we first read Jesus’ response, it seems a little callous, like He doesn’t really care about
His family. They tell Him His family is waiting to see Him, and He doesn’t really seem to
care. We know from other scripture that’s not the case: He cared a lot about His family. Do
you remember what He said to John the Evangelist and His mother Mary when He was on
the cross? In John 19:26-27, He sees His mother and John standing together. He says to her,
“Behold thy son,” and to him, “Behold thy mother.” He cared very deeply for His family.
The issue here is who is closest to Him. For most people, the other people who are closest
them is their immediate family, their parents, kids, brothers, sisters, husband or wife. What
Jesus is saying here is that the people who are closest to Him are not His physical family,
which is the case with most people. The people who are closest to Him are the people who
hear and do His word.

One of the ways this comes up today is the family aspect of covenant theology, or the idea
that God administers salvation on a family level. So in this line of thinking I am saved
because my parents were saved, and my kids will be saved because I am saved. That’s one
of the main motives for infant baptism: you’re baptizing the infant into the family covenant
with God. That line of thinking is not so common in Baptist churches but it is in the
so-called higher denominations, Presbyterian, Lutheran, Reformed, and the like. There are
several places in scripture you can see that that way of thinking is in error, and this is one
of them. Jesus says that the people closest to Him are not His physical family but they who
hear and do my word. So it doesn’t matter who is in your physical family. What matters
is you hear and do His word. That’s what mattered back then, and that’s what matters for
us.

Transition: Last picture...

III. Storm READ v. 22-25 This scene is partly a transition to the next scene, the man
of the tombs, which we’ll do next week, but it is also about hearing and doing His word.
In verse 22, His disciples hear His word, “Let us go over unto the other side of the lake.”
At the very end of verse 22, they do His word: they get in a boat and start rowing toward
the other side of the lake. So if they are hearing His word and doing His word it should be
smooth sailing, right? Ultimately yes, but they have to go through a storm first.
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To understand what happens here you have to understand a little about geography and
physics. The Sea of Galilee is in a low bowl surrounded on most sides by mountains that are
several thousand feet higher. The highest mountains in Israel are just north of the Sea of
Galilee. When you have that much elevation change, if you get heating during the day, after
the sun sets the high elevations lose their heat a lot faster than the low elevations. So you
have warm air down in the valley over the sea and cool air in the surrounding mountains.
Warm air rises, so after sunset, when the higher elevations start to cool, you strong winds
caused by the warm air rising to the higher elevations replaced by cool air falling from the
higher elevations. The same thing happens in the Grand Canyon. It is 6000 feet of elevation
difference between the canyon rim down and the Colorado River at the floor. They warn
backpackers who are tent camping to make sure you baton down your tent. If it has been
a hot day, after sunset you will get strong winds in the Grand Canyon from the warm air
rising to the rim and cooler air descending to the floor. That’s what happens here. Luke
doesn’t tell us it was after sunset, but Mark does. Mark 4:35 says they left “when even was
come,” and then they get caught in a wind storm.

With that understanding, you also have to keep in mind that at least some of these disciples
were experienced, successful commercial fishermen. Remember that Luke 5:3 tells us that
Simon Peter owned his own fishing boat, and I mentioned back then that meant that he was
a successful commercial fisherman because most fishermen in that era were day laborers.
Simon Peter and probably some of the other disciples had been fishing on the Sea of Galilee
for many years, so they knew what I just told you about the windstorms. They may not have
known the physics behind what was happening, but they knew if they set out in the evening
on a hot day a windstorm might come up. Yet they set out anyway. Why? Because Jesus
told them in verse 22, “let’s go to the other side.” That’s hearing and doing God’s word in
spite of your experience and what you see around you. They learned that lesson when they
caught the great draught when the let down the nets at Jesus’ word back in chapter 5, and
here it is again.

Their fisherman background also comes into play down in verse 24 when they get caught in
the storm and go and wake Jesus up. These disciples were not a bunch of sea novices who
panicked at the first gust of wind; these were experienced fishermen. The assessment they
give when they say, “Master, we perish” is probably a realistic assessment of their situation
based on their experience. They had been in enough wind storms like this one to know:
if this doesn’t die down soon, we’re going under. Jesus rebukes the wind, and in so doing
proves yet again that He is God. The Old Testament frequently presents God as the calmer
of the sea. I’ve listed some references in your outlines: Psalms 65:5-7 and Psalms 89:8-9.
They both present God as the One who calms the sea. So if Jesus calms the sea, that means
He must be God.
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Conclusion

The application for us is: when we hear and do His word, He won’t necessarily keep us out
of the storm. I would like it if He did do that, but He doesn’t necessarily. What He does
do is give us His presence to get through the storm. That’s a comforting thought, to know
that whatever storm I face, He has the power to calm it when He wants to. He has promised
us we’re going to get to the other side. We’re sealed until the day of redemption, until He
comes again. His presence ensures we are going to get there no matter what storm we have
to go through.
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