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I want to call your attention to READ Luke 7:1-10. Luke chapter 7 starts with a pair
of miracles that Jesus does shortly after His sermon on the plain. There’s this miracle,
the healing of the centurion’s servant, which we just read about. Then the next few verses
describe the raising of a widow’s son, which we may or may not get to today. It’s not an
accident that these two miracles come right after the sermon on the plain. The parallel
account in Matthew comes in Matthew 8, which is right after the sermon on the mount. So
the placement is not an accident, and the two gospel writers agree on where to put this event
even though they do not agree on a few other things, as we will see in a few minutes.

As we studied last week, Jesus ends His sermon on the plain with an exhortation to those
who hear His word to also be doers of His word. The key verse was READ Luke 6:46.
If we really view Him as Lord, as someone whose commands have authority, and that’s not
just lip service, then we will be doers of His word and not just hearers only. So our actions
will reflect the authority of His word. So the sermon on the plain ended with His authority
in word. Chapter 7 begins with His authority in action. The two miracles at the beginning
of chapter 7 demonstrate that He has the authority He claims to have, so the title of the
lesson this morning is “Jesus’ Authority in Action.”

Transition: So let me HAND OUT OUTLINES. The two Roman numerals are the two
miracles, so let’s start with the first one.

I. Centurion’s Servant Healed The first people I want you to notice are...

IA. The Centurion and His Slave READ v. 1-2 This event is placed in Capernaum.
As I mentioned when the narrative first came to Capernaum back in chapter 4, Capernaum
was a major port city in Galilee on the Sea of Galilee. If you were going to import or export
goods across the sea, you would probably have to go through Capernaum. Back in the last
part of chapter 4, Jesus taught and healed in the synagogue and in Simon Peter’s home,
so His ministry was more or less confined to the Jews. Here, though, we have a Roman
centurion. A centurion was a Roman military officer who was over 100 soldiers. That’s why
he was called a centurion: the prefix “cent” means 100. A century is 100 years; a centurion
was the captain over 100 soldiers. When I gave you the historical background to this time
period a few months ago, I mentioned that Tiberias Caesar had oppressed the Jews and
kicked them out of Rome. So even though it never tells us that this centurion was a Gentile,
this military officer was almost surely a Gentile: Jews were not going to be promoted to the
rank of centurion in the Roman army under Tiberias.
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Considering who they were the line of work they were in, the New Testament speaks sur-
prisingly well of centurions and their spiritual condition. Later in this text, this centurion
is commended by Jesus for his faith. In Acts chapter 10, Cornelius, whose house received
more or less the Gentile version of the Pentecost, is commended for being “A devout man,
and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed
to God alway.” That’s Acts 10:2. This tells us that it really doesn’t matter to God who you
are or what line of work you are in. All that really matters to be thought well of by God
is that we follow God. The centurion here in Luke 7 is also commendable for the care he
shows for his servant who is sick unto death. It says this servant “was dear unto him,” which
means that the centurion cared for him. He may have cared about the servant out of human
compassion or just because of the additional profit he would bring him if he stayed alive;
we don’t know. We previously studied the word “servant,” at the tail end of our Ephesians
study in Ephesians 6. I made the point back then that servant does not mean service by
choice like we think of it today. It means servant by force, or slave. Many masters both then
and in more recent times did not care for their slaves like this one did. He cared enough to
go seeking after Jesus (a Jew) in order to restore him to health.

Transition: That leads to...

IB. The Elders of the Jews READ v. 3-5 The elders of the Jews obviously were political
leaders among the Jewish people. They may or may not have been among the rulers of the
synagogue, the scribes and Pharisees who tried to pick a fight with Jesus in the first part
of chapter 6. They come into play because the centurion had heard of Jesus, but he didn’t
know Him personally. So Luke says he sends the Jews, Jesus’ own people, to talk to Him.
Interestingly, in the Matthew account, Matthew 8:5-13, the centurion talks to Jesus directly
rather than through emissaries. That’s an unusual difference, and we can only speculate as
to why it exists. Luke later talks about the centurion as “a man set under authority,” and so
talking to one of his representatives was as good as talking to the centurion himself because
they were under his authority. Matthew maybe cut out the middle man because it wasn’t
necessary to make the point of this narrative. That’s the best idea I could come up with.

In any case, the main thing I want you to notice about the elders of the Jews here is they
tried to get Jesus to heal the centurion’s servant based on the centurion’s merit. They said
he is worthy for you to do this for him. Perhaps they felt they owed this centurion a debt
because he had built a synagogue for them and showed kindness to the Jews. As I mentioned
before, the Romans only cared about money and power, so they were willing to do that kind
of thing if it helped subdue the people and therefore keep them in power. Thinking back to
the blessings and woes from the sermon on the plain, these elders of the Jews were the ones
under the woes. They thought they were rich and full and had merit in themselves. They
said to Jesus, “you should do this because the centurion is worthy.”

Transition: The next group of emissaries, on the other hand, take a very different approach.
That’s...
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IC. The Friends of the Centurion READ v. 6-8 The text does not specifically tell
us who the centurion’s friends are. Probably they are people who had personal rather than
political connections with the centurion, and therefore they represented the attitude and
thoughts of the centurion better than the elders of the Jews. The elders of the Jews said,
“he is worthy.” The centurion himself through his friends calls Him Lord in verse 6, thereby
appealing to who He was and the authority He had. Twice the centurion says, “I am not
worthy,” once in verse 6 and again in verse 7. So while the Jews’ appeal was on the basis
of the centurion’s merit, the friends’ appeal was on the basis of Jesus’ authority. To them
it’s not about who the centurion is; it’s about who Jesus is. John the Baptist took the
same approach. Back in chapter 3 when the people started to ask if he was the Christ, he
answered, “one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to un-
loose.” That’s Luke 3:16. Both John the Baptist and the centurion were right: they hadn’t
earned the standing with God they had. They had what they had only because God’s really
good to those who believe in Him.

Transition: That leads to...

ID. Jesus’ Response READ v. 9-10 Obviously Jesus is pleased with the friends’ ap-
proach. The Greek word for “marvel” in verse 9 is only used twice concerning Jesus. He
marvels at their faith here, and in Mark 6:6 He marvels at the unbelief of the people at His
home city of Nazareth. What He says to the people in verse 9, the only thing He actually
says in this entire block of text, is interesting. He says, “I say unto you, I have not found so
great faith, no, not in Israel.” Israel was and still is God’s chosen people. If anyone would
believe in Him, surely it would be Israel, you would think. But as Pastor preached from
John chapter 10 a few weeks ago, Jesus has sheep that are not of this fold, referring to the
Gentiles. We and this centurion were among those sheep. Finally, the fact the he was healed
is comforting to us. We can’t physically touch the Lord like some other people in Luke who
were healed, but when God gives us a promise, He does in fact have the authority to make
it happen. It’s the authority of the person making the promise, not the physical touch that
makes it happen.

One last thought on this text: the elders of the Jews and the friends of the centurion come
to Jesus with two very different attitudes. The elders of the Jews say, “he is worthy.” The
centurion through his friends says, “I am not worthy.” This reminds us that, when we ask
Jesus for things through prayer, the attitude with which we ask is very important. James
4:3 says, “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your
lusts.” One of the ways we ask amiss is by asking with the wrong attitude. “God, I’ve served
you for 25 years. I deserve what I’m asking for.” No, God already did far more for me than
what I deserved when He paid my sin debt on the cross. The better attitude is, “I’m not
worthy, but I know you are able to do this if you want to.” Two approaches, two attitudes,
one based on my own merit (who I am), the other based on who He is. Ask aright by taking
the second approach.
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Transition: The next block of text is Luke 7:11-17. I’ve broken this narrative down into
three parts. First...

IIA. The Situation READ v. 11-12 Nain is another town in Galilee. Luke calls it a
city, but based on what happens next here, it appears to be more of a small village. In their
society, a widow who had no husband or son would be very vulnerable. They would have no
means of protection or financial support, and therefore they would be susceptible to people
who would exploit that situation and take advantage of it. Twice in I Timothy chapter 5
the church is instructed to honor and relieve those who are “widows indeed,” that is, widows
with no family. Psalm 68:5 says, “A father of the fatherless, and a judge of the widows, is
God in his holy habitation.” Realizing they were vulnerable, a lot of people, especially the
less moral ones, would take advantage of widows or at least not care about their situation.
Psalm 68:5 tells us that God does care, and as God’s people we ought to care like He does
about widows and people who are vulnerable.

Transition: In particular, Jesus cares, and that leads to...

IIB. The Arising READ v. 13-15 Verse 13 refers to Jesus as Lord, meaning He is God,
yet it tells us Jesus had compassion on her, which is a very human response. So here you see
His deity and humanity in action side by side in one place. Because He was man, He had
compassion on her situation. Because He was God, He also had authority to act and take
care of the situation. When a lot of people say, “Weep not” like Jesus does in verse 13, or
“Oh, don’t cry!” most of the time that doesn’t really help the situation. When Jesus says,
“weep not,” those are not just empty words. They are backed up with the authority He has
as God, the faith that He can and will do something about the situation.

There are at least 2 occassions in the Old Testament where young men are raised from the
dead. In I Kings chapter 17, Elijah raises the widow at Zarephath’s son from the dead, and
in II Kings chapter 4 Elisha raises the married Shunammite woman’s son from the dead. In
both cases the prophet has to pray to God that God would restore the young man’s life;
that happens in I Kings 17:20 and II Kings 4:33, respectively. Elijah and Elisha did not have
any power in themselves to raise people from the dead, but they were spokesmen for a God
who did. In this case, Jesus does not have to pray to God that God would restore the young
man’s life; He is God. He simply touches the bier (a bier is a coffin with no lid) to stop the
procession, speaks directly to the corpse, and the young man sits up and starts talking in
response to the authority that was in His word. So you see a beautiful picture here of His
deity and His humanity in action side by side. You don’t see them together like this very
often, but here you do.

Transition: Finally, we have...
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IIC. The Response READ v. 16-17 For the most part, the response is what you would
expect when a great miracle occurs: fear and glorifying God. The large number of people at
this event provided for many witnesses. If Luke was just making this event up or embellishing
the truth or inaccurately reporting the event, there would be many witnesses to correct the
account. Nobody has because the biblical account is accurate. People who try to doubt His
word have no ground to stand on.

Conclusion

So we have studied two miracles, both of which demonstrate Jesus’ authority in action. He
heals the centurion’s servant by just speaking the word. He raised the widow’s son from the
dead by just speaking to the corpse, not by praying to God and asking Him to do it because
He is God. Today as then, His word has authority. If He tells us something will happen, it
will for sure happen. It’s up to us to trust and submit to the authority of His word.
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