
The Sermon on the Plain, part 2: Commands and

Rationale (Luke 6:27-38)

Sunday school October 30, 2016

I want to call your attention to READ Luke 6:20-26. Last week we started studying
the blessings and woes that make up the first part of Christ’s Sermon on the Plain. We
noticed the structure of the blessings and woes. They are organized into 4 pairs, the first
blessing paired with the first woe, the second blessing with the second woe, and so on. Last
time we studied the first two pairs. The first pair was poor versus rich, and the second
pair was hungry versus full. We noted that this isn’t material poor or physical hunger but
spiritual poor (realizing I need God’s righteousness) and spiritual hunger (hungering after
God’s righteousness). The rich and the full are then the opposite of that. We also noticed
that each of these blessings and woes has a reversal, what is the case now versus what will
be the case in the future. So the main point Jesus is making with these blessings and woes
is that this world is nothing like the world that is to come. We ended with that point last
time.

Transition: So we have two more pairs to clean up from last time.

IIIC. Weeping versus Laughing The blessing is READ v. 21b; the woe is READ v.
25b. This doesn’t mean we should never laugh. Back at the end of chapter 5, Jesus and
His disciples were accused by the Pharisees when they were celebrating with Levi because he
had chosen to follow Jesus. Reading between the lines a little, they were probably laughing,
eating, fellowshipping, and having a good time. So when He says, “Woe unto you that laugh
now!” He means those who laugh flippantly or at the sorrow of others. The first reference
I gave you is Ezekial 25:3, where the Ammonites are sentenced to God’s judgment because
they laughed when Jerusalem fell. That’s an example of laughing at the sorrow of others.
The fact is there is not a lot to laugh or rejoice over in this world because this is a fallen
world. Most of what we do have to rejoice over has to do with the next world, not this
one. The last reference I gave you is Psalm 126:6, which says, “He that goeth forth and
weepeth, bearing precious seed for us, that’s the word of God, shall doubtless come again
with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.” We may weep over the fallen world now, but
there is joy coming in the next one. That’s the reversal: the next world will be nothing like
this one.

Transition: Last pair...
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IIID. Hated versus Well-Liked The blessing is READ v. 22-23; the woe is READ v.
26. The parallel text in the sermon on the mount is Matthew 5:11, which says, “Blessed are
ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against
you falsely, for my sake.” That word “falsely” is important because you can also be hated for
valid reasons; there are things that God Himself hates. Jesus and His disciples had already
experienced being hated, expelled, and reproached falsely by the scribes and Pharisees earlier
in this chapter. I Peter 4:12-14 names suffering as an identifying mark of being a follower
of Christ. If you take a stand for Christ, you will be hated in this world because the world
hated Him. On the other hand, if you go along with the world’s sinful inclinations, you
will be popular. Proverbs 16:2 says, “All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; but
the LORD weigheth the spirits.” If you go along with the sinful ways of man, you will be
popular with them, but you won’t be representing God. It’s better to be right with God
than to be popular with men. You’ll be hated in this world, but you’ll rejoice in the next
one.

Transition: With that dispatched, let’s move on to the new stuff, which is READ Luke
6:27-38. HAND OUT OUTLINES At first glance this text has nothing to do with the
blessings and woes we just finished studying, but if you look carefully you will notice it
has everything to do with it. Notice the first word in verse 27 is the word “but.” That’s
a transition word that implies a contrast: what comes after lies in contrast to what came
before. What came before in v. 26 was the last woe: “Woe unto you, when all men shall
speak well of you!” So what Jesus is doing now is telling us what behavior should characterize
those of us who are under the blessings as opposed to those who are under the woes. If you
are under the blessings, as we are because we have trusted in Him, what comes next should
characterize your life. What comes next is a sequence of commands that I have grouped into
3 main areas followed by a rationale. Let me be clear: these are commands from our Lord,
not suggestions or recommendations. They are the kind of commands that are easy to tell
other people to do but very hard to actually do yourself. Yet Jesus actually did them, and
He expects us to do them as well.

Transition: So we start with I. Commands, and the first main area is...

IA. Love (your enemies) READ v. 27a The first and therefore overriding command
is to love your enemies. This is not a general love for everyone. That would be “love thy
neighbor,” which Jesus does teach elsewhere, but that’s not the idea here. This is love
specifically for people who are trying to do you harm. If you’re going to stand for Christ
you are going to have enemies. Jesus had enemies. Earlier in the chapter in verse 11 the
Pharisees “communed one with another what they might do to Jesus.” They were plotting
about how they could kill Him. They were His enemies, but He still loved them. He died
willingly to pay for their sins just like He paid for yours and mine. The apostle Paul had
enemies. After he converted to Christianity, the Jewish leaders tried to kill him, and they
almost succeeded a couple of times. Yet he put his life in danger by going to Jerusalem to
try to get the gospel to the Jews. So Paul loved his enemies, Jesus loved His enemies, and
we are commanded to love our enemies.
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That’s hard to do because it’s 100% against the natural response of the old man. If someone
is trying to destroy you, the natural thing to do is try to destroy them before they can
destroy you. It’s natural to hate your enemies. The rivalry between Georgia and Georgia
Tech is called “clean old-fashioned hate.” Why do we hate Georgia Tech? Because they try
to beat us every year, and historically they have been somewhat successful, though not so
much recently. That’s a light-hearted example, but the natural thing to do according to the
old man is hate your enemies. Jesus turns that around in His words and deeds. He says love
your enemies.

Transition: Along the same lines, the next area...

IB. Do Good (to them which hate you) READ v. 27-29 The word translated
“smiteth” in verse 29 carries the idea of insulting someone, not doing someone physical
harm. In my linear programming class down at University, one topic we cover is something
called the dual of a linear program. When we get ready to cover that topic, I usually bring
a white cloth glove in to class, walk up to one of the students, and say, “I challenge thee to
a dual,” and throw down the glove. That’s the idea here: it’s not let other people physically
harm you or abuse you or steal from you, but don’t retaliate when you are insulted. We
have a presidential candidate who is known for retaliating against anyone and everyone who
accuses him of anything. That has appeal to the natural man because that’s what the natural
man wants to do, but it’s not the Christian thing to do. Now there are things that need to
be pushed back against, but the point is don’t automatically retaliate. Let the Spirit guide
you on how to respond to situations.

One example of this is Stephen as he is being stoned. An angry mob stones him for doing
nothing more than trying to persuade them to believe in Jesus. He could have said, “God
will make sure you pay for this,” which God did if they didn’t repent. Instead, his last words
in Acts 7:60 were, “Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.” That’s doing good to them which
hate you, and that’s what we’re commanded to do.

Transition: Last area of commands...

IC. Give (to every man that asketh thee) READ v. 30-31 Verse 31 is Luke’s version
of what is commonly known as the golden rule, and this is not the first time this principle
appears in the Bible. It appears in the law in Deuteronomy 15:7-11, and it appears in the
Psalms in Psalms 112:5-9. The key thing in verse 31 is we are told to do “as ye would that
men should do to you,” not as they actually do to you. The common theme with these
commands is that we are to do things without expecting anything in return. In verse 30, He
explicitly states this principle: “of him that taketh away thy goods ask them not again.” If
I love my enemy, there is a chance that he’ll stop being my enemy, but probably not. If he
truly wants to destroy me, to the enemy it’s not going to matter what I do. But it matters
to God. So the commands are: love, do good, and give expecting nothing in return. It’s
hard to do because it’s 100% against the natural man to do them, but it’s what Jesus did
and what He tells us to do.
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Transition: Now we move to...

II. Rationale Before we get into the 4 reasons Jesus gives for us to follow these commands,
I want to make sure you realize that God does not have to explain the reasons behind His
commands. The fact that God commands it is enough for us to need to do it. God says it,
that settles it. But in this case, He does explain the reasons behind why we should love,
do good, and give expecting nothing in return. I think one of the reasons He explains why
in this case is because He realizes that these commands are 100% against the natural man,
and therefore they are very hard to do. I hope by understanding why He gives us these
commands it will help us to actually do them.

Transition: First reason...

IIA. Difference from Sinners (the natural man) READ v. 32-34 When He says
“sinners” in these verses, He’s not referring to everybody like He was in chapter 5 when He
said, “I came not to call the righteous but sinners to repentence.” He’s referring to the old
man, and more specifically the people who are under the “woes” from earlier in this sermon.
It’s easy to love if I think I’m going to get loved in return. It’s easy to do good if I think I’m
going to be done well in return. It’s easy to give if I think I’m going to receive in return. It’s
easy to lend $10 if you think you will get $20 tomorrow; every banker in the world would
do that. I have some colleagues who are pretty nice to the Deans and people in authority
over them (people who can promote them and give them raises) but pretty unforgiving to
their students and fellow faculty who can’t do much for them in return. Jesus says love, do
good, and give expecting nothing in return because that’s different from what the natural
man does.

I wish I could stand up here and say, “if you love, do good, and give expecting nothing in
return, people will see Christ living in you and you’ll be witness for Him.” That’s a nice
Sunday school thing to say, and sometime’s by the work of His Holy Spirit that’s true. I also
have to be honest and say that for me, I have a very hard time discerning people’s motives.
Two weeks ago one of my classes brought in cupcakes to celebrate my 40th birthday. I would
really like to think that they did that just because they like and appreciate my teaching and
wanted to have a good time with me in class. They may have done it hoping I would give
them extra credit in return. I really don’t know. If they were hoping for extra credit, they
didn’t get it: my nickname is David “no curve” Prager. It’s hard for people to discern
motives, but it’s easy for an all-knowing God. If you love, do good, and give expecting
nothing in return, other people may have no idea or not even care why you are doing it,
but God does. When you follow His commands, which are 100% against the natural man,
it pleases Him.
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Transition: Next reason....

IIB. Great Reward READ v. 35a. When you love, do good, and give expecting nothing
in return, you will in fact get something in return anyway. God will make sure of it. Jesus
says, “your reward will be great.” He doesn’t say specifically what your reward will be.
Some people take this reward to be material goods in this world, mainly because of READ
v. 38. The image here is of a merchant who is not stingy or beguiling but makes sure
his customer gets a good deal. Some people interpret this verse entirely materially. They
say, “you give all your money to the church and its ministry and God will give you more
money than you ever had before in return.” We had a guy at my church up in Ohio, whom
I won’t name. He worked for one of those stewardship companies that try to get you to give
money now and through your will to various ministries. He preached a sermon on financial
stewardship with that idea and based it off of this verse. The problem is there is nothing to
indicate that the reward has to be material. Sometimes God works that way, but sometimes
He doesn’t. He’s promised to meet all of our needs, but He hasn’t promised to make us rich
beyond our wildest dreams in this world. Sometimes your reward is in the next world. The
principle is: you can’t outgive God. He already gave us His Son. If you love, do good, and
give expecting nothing in return, your reward, in this world and/or the next, will be great.

Transition: Next reason...

IIC. Being Like God READ v. 35-36 We should love, do good, and give expecting
nothing in return because God does. Romans 5:8 says, “But God commendeth his love
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” God didn’t send His Son
to die and save us because of the great things we can do for Him in return for our salvation.
We can’t do anything to earn salvation, and He’s God; He can do everything for Himself.
He lets us be used by Him to do things for Him, but He can do everything for Himself. God
sent His Son to die and save us because He loves us. The very first series of lessons I brought
here was Ephesians 1: the spiritual blessings we have because we are in Christ. He didn’t
adopt us, redeem us, forgive us, seal us, and so on because we could do something really
great for Him in return. He gives us all of those spiritual blessings because He loves us and
because we believe in Him. So God loves, does good, and gives expecting nothing in return.
To be like God, we need to do likewise.
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Transition: Last reason...

IID. Final Judgment READ v. 37-38 All of these phrases, judging, not being condemned
by God, receiving forgiveness, being given rewards by God remind me of the judgment seat
of Christ. As I’ve mentioned a couple of times already, this passage is really about motives.
Romans 14:10 reminds us that, after our time on this earth is through, we will stand before
a God who knows our motives. Other people may have no idea why we love, do good, and
give, but God does. He knows if we are doing it expecting something in return (what the
natural man does) or if we are doing it in obedience to Him (what the blessed people are to
do). So love your enemies, do good to them that hate you, and give expecting nothing in
return because it is different from the natural man, He will give us a great reward, it’s what
God does, and we will stand before a God who knows our motives.

6


