
From Fishermen to Followers (Luke 4:40-5:11)

Sunday school September 11, 2016

We’ll get back to Luke chapter 4 in a few minutes, but I want to do a sidebar first. If you look
at the bulletin or the calendar, you will notice that today is September 11, 2016. 15 years
ago today, our country fell victim to an attack that would change the course of American
if not world history. If you’re anything like me, you probably remember exactly where you
were and exactly what you were doing when you first learned about the World Trade Center.
I was working in accounting at the time, and I remember walking into the break room with
my colleagues watching the reports on TV. I remember the sinking feeling I got as I started
to fully realize that a new era of evil had begun. The United States was the world’s lone
superpower, and yet our defences were not sufficient to handle the threat that we were now
facing.

A month and a half later, I was offered and accepted an accounting job with a company
located in the Carew Tower in downtown Cincinnati. If you’re from that area, you might
recognize the significance of that. If not, I will fill you in. The Carew Tower was the tallest
building in Ohio. If you remember the events of 9/11, there were 4 airplanes involved: 2
went through the towers in New York, 1 went through the Pentagon, and the whereabouts
of the fourth one was unknown for some time. After all flights got grounded, there was
1 plane unaccounted for. That plane’s flight path took it over Cincinnati, Ohio, and the
Carew Tower was the tallest building in Ohio. They evacuated the Carew Tower that day.
Of course we know that plane didn’t go through the Carew Tower. That plane was flight 93;
some unidentified heros took the plane back from the terrorists and crashed it in a western
Pennsylvania field. The job I took came open because some people didn’t want to work in
the Carew Tower any more. I was mindful of the risk, but it didn’t really worry me, and
I didn’t let it impact anything I do. As God’s people, our trust is not in oceans that are
difficult to cross. It’s not in security officers at airports or even heroes on the ground that
risk their lives to save others, although it’s good to have those things and we appreciate
them. Our trust is in the Lord. So I just wanted to take a few minutes today and remember:
we live in a fallen and dangerous world. That won’t change as long as we’re here, but don’t
let that govern your actions. God always looks out for and protects His people.
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Luke chapter 4. Last week we studied two specific healing miracles that Jesus did: the
unclean spirit cast out in verses 33-37 and then the healing of Simon Peter’s mother-in-law
in verses 38-39. So we have a few verses to clean up in chapter 4. The last few verses describe
two general events. Finishing up the outlines from last time, first, we have...

III. Divers Healed and Cleansed READ v. 40-41 These people come as the sun was
setting. As I mentioned last week, at this point Jesus’ ministry focused on the sabbath day,
on the synagogues, and on the Jews. The Jewish law prohibited long journeys on the sabbath
day, so normally they would wait until after the sun goes down before setting out. These
people however come as the sun is still setting before it has gone all the way down. So they
really wanted to get to Jesus. That’s the eagerness we should have to be around Jesus today.
In my life, I find that sometimes I have that eagerness to spend time with the Lord and with
His people and sometimes I don’t. Some weeks I can hardly wait until Sunday. Other weeks
I am sitting there on Saturday night trying to finish a lesson and I think, “Can’t we have
another day before the Lord’s day?” Or I’ve had a long day and I think, “do I really have
to do my Bible reading tonight?” These people were eager to see Jesus. We should be that
way too, though sometimes I am and sometimes I lose focus and I’m not.

Also, notice at the end of verse 41. After Jesus casted out a demon, He “suffered them not
to speak: for they knew that he was Christ.” Why did He do that? A few weeks ago, Pastor
preached from John chapter 5 on the people and things that testify of Jesus. We had John
the Baptist: John identified Him to the people as the Lamb of God that taketh away the
sin of the world. We have God the Father, at His baptism and other places. We have the
scriptures that testify of Him. He doesn’t list demons as one of the witnesses, even though
we saw back in verse 34 that they instantly knew who He was and testified such. The witness
of a demon is not the kind of witness that is going to further His mission to seek and to
save that which was lost, so He didn’t want it. He’s staying focused on His mission. That’s
why He doesn’t allow them to speak, and they have no choice but to obey because, as I
mentioned last week, demons have no power against God.

Transition: Last point...

IV. Kingdom of God Preached READ v. 42-44 The people at Capernaum try to force
Him to stay there, by implication because of the miracles He had done the previous day.
They wanted all of His miracles for themselves much like the people at Nazareth did. At
Nazareth they said “physician, heal thyself,” which as I mentioned back when we studied
that text means take care of your own people. Unlike the people at Nazareth, at Capernaum
they don’t turn on Him and try to kill Him when He tells them that the kingdom of God
has to be preached in other cities, i.e. that they can’t have His blessings all to themselves.
So the people at Capernaum respond better than the people at Nazareth. The phrase “the
kingdom of God” is one of the key phrases in Luke. It appears over 30 times in Luke, the
first of which is right here. The phrase has many angles to it, and we will view them all
as we get deeper in this study, but for now notice that the kingdom of God is a message
that is to be preached. It’s more than that, but that’s one thing it is: it’s a message Jesus
preached, in particular, the gospel.
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As a closing thought on this chapter, Jesus says He has to preach the kingdom of God in
other cities also. Indirectly, one of those other cities is Anderson, SC. Every time you hand
out a gospel tract or give the gospel or tell someone what Jesus has done for you, you are
preaching the kingdom of God. That’s one of the reasons this church, this body of believers,
is here: to preach the kingdom of God. Here Jesus says, “therefore am I sent.” At the end
of His earthly ministry, in John 20:21, He says to His disciples, “as my Father hath sent me,
even so send I you.” Of all the things we should be doing, preaching the kingdom of God
should be at the top of the list. It was at the center of His mission; it should be at the center
of ours.

Transition: So now let’s move on to chapter 5. In the first part of chapter 5, Jesus gets
His first true followers, as opposed to the people at Nazareth and Capernaum who followed
Him as long as it benefited themselves. These first three followers, Simon Peter, James, and
John were fishermen by trade, so I have called this section “From Fishermen to Followers.”
This block of text is verses 1-11. I don’t want to read all of those verses, so we’ll read them
as we go. First, we have...

I. A Great Setting READ v. 1-3 The Lake of Gennesaret is another name for the Sea
of Galilee. Among the gospel writers, only Luke calls it the Lake of Gennesaret. Gennesaret
was a firtle plain that rose from the sea’s northwestern border. It’s very near Capernaum, so
He hasn’t gone far from the end of chapter 4. Also, the linking word “and” at the beginning
of verse 1 indicates that this event happened shortly after the events at the end of chapter
4. Verse 2 talks about the nets they were using. Most scholars think that the nets they
were using were a specific type of net called a “trammel net.” Trammel nets were made
of linen. They could be seen by the fish during the day, and therefore they were used for
night fishing. Each morning the fishermen would have to wash the net and get it ready for
use the next night. So they were at work doing that when Jesus tells Simon to set out a
short distance so that He could teach the people. It’s important to realize that Simon was
not a stranger to Jesus at this point. He had been brought to Jesus by Andrew, Simon’s
brother, in John 1:41, 42, and Jesus had stayed at his house back in chapter 4. The setting
Jesus teaches in in verse 3, sitting on a ship a short distance from shore, seems odd to us,
but in fact it was ideal for public speaking. Being on a ship just offshore keeps Him a short
distance away from the crowd, so they couldn’t grab Him and try to throw Him off a cliff
like they did at Nazareth. But He is still close enough that they could hear Him: they didn’t
have amplification equipment in those days. So He’s close enough to be heard but not close
enough to be in any danger, and therefore it was a perfect setting.
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There’s one other important thing to notice: in verse 3, it says “And he entered into one of
the ships, which was Simon’s.” That’s possessive, so it implies that Simon owned his own
fishing ship. In this era, most fishermen were daylaborers. The ship was owned by someone
wealthy, and the owner would pay the fishermen day wages to do the work of fishing. So a
fisherman owning his own ship back then is kind of like a long-haul truck driver owning his
own truck today. If you’re a truck driver who is an owner operator, you’re not living like a
king, but economically you are better off than most truck drivers. That’s the situation Simon
Peter was in: he wasn’t living a life of luxury, but he wasn’t just barely getting by living
paycheck to paycheck either. By fisherman standards, he was a very successful commerical
fisherman, as evidenced by the fact that he owned his own ship. That will become important
when we get down to verse 11.

Transition: Next item...

II. A Great Catch READ v. 4-7 Jesus promises them that if they launch out further
from shore and let down their nets they would catch some fish. The thing I want you to
notice is that they had reasons not to do that, reasons that in other circumstances would be
very valid reasons. For one, they had the wrong kind of nets. Normally trammel nets are
worthless during the day: the fish can see them, so they swim out of the net, so you don’t
catch anything. As professional fishermen, they knew that there was no point to let down
a trammel net into the water during the day: you’re not going to catch anything that way.
Also, they had the experience from fishing the previous night. They hadn’t caught anything
all night in that area, so why would they catch anything just a few hours later?

But notice Simon Peter’s response at the end of verse 5: “nevertheless (that is, in spite of
these really good reasons I have for not doing this) at thy word I will let down the net.”
There is a great lesson for us to learn here: His word is more authoritative than anything.
His word is more authoritative than the circumstances I see. His word is more authoritative
than my thoughts, what I think is the right thing to do. His word is more authoritative than
my knowledge gained from experience. His word is more authoritative than my tools, or my
skills. If His word says do it, nothing else matters: you do it. If His word says don’t do it,
nothing else matters: you don’t do it. His word takes precedence over everything.
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