
Jesus Received at Capernaum (Luke 4:30-44)

Sunday school September 4, 2016

I want to call your attention to READ Luke 4:30-44. Two weeks ago we studied Jesus’
“first” public teaching, His teaching in Nazareth. He teaches them that He is Christ and
about what He has come to do. They admire Him at first, but when they realize that His
coming is good news for all men and not just them they turn on Him. They kick Him out of
the synagogue and try to through Him over a cliff before He, perhaps miraculously, escapes.
So then His next stop is the one described here at Capernaum. If you were paying attention
while we read, you noticed the prevalance of the word “and” in this text. Of the 15 verses
we read, 12 of them started with “and.” “And” is a linking word; it means that what comes
after continues the thought of what came before. So this block of text reads as one stream
of thought, so all of these events probably occurred in a fairly short time period.

Let me give you a little historical background about Capernaum. Capernaum was a fishing
village. It’s name literally translates to “village of Nahum,” like the Old Testament prophet
whose book is right before Habakkuk Nahum. The village is located in the center of Galilee
on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, so a lot of people from all over Galilee passed through
Capernaum for commercial reasons, trying to buy and sell goods that are being shipped
across and around the sea. So if you wanted to spread a message throughout Galilee, in
particular, the gospel message, Capernaum was a very good place to go. Capernaum’s
population was about half Jew and half Gentile, but in several places in this text it mentions
the sabbath day and/or the synagogue. For example, READ v. 31. So Jesus’ ministry for
now is really focused on the Jews. It doesn’t tell us specifically what He taught them on
the sabbath days, but probably He taught them about the Messiah like He did at Nazareth:
that was His main message. Unlike the people at Nazareth, they don’t try to kill Him: they
are receptive to what He has to say. READ v. 32 So they understood that He was not
just an ordinary teacher (like me): what He said had power. They didn’t understand the
full meaning of what He was saying all the time (we will get to that near the end of the
passage), but they received His teaching and recognized His authority. So that’s what we’ll
study today: Jesus being received at Capernaum.

Transition: Let me HAND OUT OUTLINES. The first event is...
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I. Unclean Devil Cast Out READ v. 33-37 There are a couple of things I want you to
take from this passage. First,...

IA. Demons are Very Real The Bible in numerous places talks about the effects that
demonic activity can have. Here it causes a man, not of his own will, to speak with a loud
voice, to deliver the demons’ message. In Luke 8:26-29, the man in the tombs, it caused the
man to act violently, to break chains and fetters. In Luke 13:11, physical illness (a woman’s
back bowed together) is attributed to an evil spirit. In Revelation 16:14, rebellion against
God is attributed to the spirits of devils. In John 10:20, mental illness is associated with
having a devil. One of my former pastors in Georgia was also a missionary to Mexico, and in
his sermons he used to talk about the demonic activity he witnessed in Mexico. I’m sure all
of you have heard those kind of stories. It used to be very common in less Christian places
like Mexico and very uncommon here. Since we have moved further from God, I think it is
becoming more common here. You won’t see it on the evening news reported that way, but
some of what we see happening around us is the result of demon activity.

Two weeks ago I endured a day-long faculty workshop on students with mental illness. I
learned that 1 out of 5 18-year-olds are thought to have some kind of mental illness. In
my time at University, I have noticed an increase in that sort of thing. There are certain
mental illnesses that federal law requires that universities make accomodations for under
the Americans with Disabilities Act. At Anderson, accommodation notifications come to
professors in the form of a letter. When I first started, I got 1 or 2 letters per semester.
Now I get 5 or 6. Some of that is better diagnosis: doctors are diagnosing a lot of mental
illness these days that probably would have been there but gone undiagnosed 10 years ago.
But another factor is just more mental illness, I would say at least partly due to increased
demon activity. I’m not saying all mental illness is the result of demon possession. In fact,
I am 100% sure that is not the case, but it’s a factor.

Transition: Now the good news is...
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IB. Demons Have no Power Against God It’s interesting if you look at what the demon
says to Jesus in verse 34. READ v. 34 Jesus doesn’t have to introduce Himself: the demon
automatically knows who He is, the Holy One of God. The second question the demon asks
is also interesting: “art thou come to destroy us?” The ultimate answer is: yes, He’s going
to destroy them. That hasn’t happened yet, but it’s coming. If you read Revelation 20 and
21, they are going to get cast into the lake of fire, and there is nothing they can do to stop
it. Demons have no power against God. That’s why the indwelling and seal of the Holy
Spirit for believers is so important. If God the Holy Spirit lives in you, which He does, there
is nothing any demon can do to kick Him out. We as believers can’t be demon possessed.
We can fall to temptation and make a mess of things on our own, but we can’t be demon
possessed. One of the things I noticed about John van Gelderen, the revival speaker we had
here back in March, is that when he prayed at the start of the service, he never failed to
pray that God would keep the evil spirits away from the service. I don’t know that I had
ever prayed for that until I heard him do it this past March. It’s a sensible thing to pray for,
because only God has the power to keep demons at bay. Demons have power against man,
but no power against God.

Transition: Next event...

II. Simon Peter’s Mother-in-law Healed READ v. 38-39 This event is recorded in
all 3 of the synoptic gospels. It is also found in Matthew 8:14-15 and Mark 1:29-31. Those
two accounts are almost word-for-word copies of this one. Usually if you read the same
event recorded in two different gospels the accounts are a little different, but this time they
are almost identical. The transition to Simon’s house here is a little abrupt because Simon
Peter is not formally introduced to us until chapter 5, which we’ll get to next week. The
fact that Simon’s mother-in-law is the one who was healed tells us a couple of things about
Peter. First, it tells us he was married. Peter is generally thought to be the oldest of the 12
disciples and the only one who was married. This is one passage that indicates that. Second,
the fact that his mother-in-law was living with Peter probably means she was a widow with
no sons of her own. Otherwise, she would be living with her husband or her sons.

Verse 38 tells us she had a great fever. The Greek Luke uses for “great fever” is a precise
medical term, as we would expect from him. Today we would probably say “high fever.” It
would probably be a challenge for a physician like Luke to treat this fever, but it poses no
challenge for Jesus. He simply rebukes the fever, and it immediately leaves her. This reminds
us that, just as spiritual ailments (demons) have no power against God, physical ailments
have no power against Him either. A little over 15 years ago, my mom was diagnosed with
breast cancer. They had to do surgery to remove part of her breast, and I remember praying
while she was in surgery that God would take care of the cancer and give me more years
with her. They removed all of the cancer, and it never came back. A few weeks ago I was
hiking up in Ohio, and my knee started hurting while I was doing some steep downhill. I
prayed that the pain would go away so that I could keep hiking. The pain went away. God
doesn’t always answer that kind of prayer that way. Sometimes He gives you the grace to
get through it, but everything spiritual and physical is under the power of God.
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One last note: her response to this healing is that she arose and ministered unto them, so
she responded with hospitality. Hospitality is a great ministry and service for the Lord. I
don’t have the gift of hospitality, but I appreciate those who do. I Timothy chapter 3 lists
“given to hospitality” as a qualification for the office of bishop. The point for us here is when
God works in your life, whether it be spiritual or physical, He doesn’t do it just to make you
feel better. You will feel better, but that’s not the purpose. The purpose is to allow you to
serve Him longer and serve Him better. That’s what Simon’s mother-in-law does, and that’s
what we should do too.
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