
Jesus’ Inaugural Address (Luke 4:14-30)

Sunday school August 21, 2016

I want to call your attention to READ Luke 4:14-30. Last week we studied the temptations
of Christ, how Jesus was tempted in many ways by the devil himself yet without sin, and
therefore He has the ability to help us when we’re tempted. I really feel the lesson we did
last week on temptation was the most important lesson out of Luke so far. So if you weren’t
here to catch that or didn’t get parts of it, remember that text versions of these Sunday
school lessons are now available on the church website, so in that case please take a few
minutes this week and read over the parts you didn’t get. I really feel that is important for
last week’s lesson.

After the devil departs from Him, the transition verses, verses 14 and 15, tell us that Jesus
returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee, the area where He originally grew up. There
are a couple of important things about that move. First, if you know a little geography,
you know that Galilee is in the extreme northwestern part of Israel; that’s where He went
to. Where He came from, the desert of Judea where He was tempted, is in the extreme
southeastern part of Israel. So He goes from the southeast in verse 13 to the northwest in
verse 14, so there has to be a gap in time between those two verses. We don’t know how
much time passed. Luke does not give us a date/time stamp in verse 14 like he did in some
earlier chapters, but it was at least a few days, probably a few weeks or a few months. I
personally think some of the events that are recorded later in Luke happened in that gap.
As I’ve mentioned several times, the order in Luke’s gospel is not a strict chronological order
but a thematic order.

Along those lines, verses 14 and 15 begin a long block of text that describe Jesus’ teachings
and miracles in Galilee. The next geographic reference we are given outside of Galilee is all
the way in Luke 9:51, which says, “And it came to pass, when the time was come that he
should be received up, he stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem.” So that’s when He starts
to head to Jerusalem to fulfill His mission to seek and to save that which was lost. So again
you see thematic ordering of the events in Luke: he puts all of the Galilee stuff first in more
or less chapters 4-9, then all of the events geographically between Galilee and Jerusalem in
chapters 10-19. Then we’re to passion week. As Pastor mentioned last week with the feast
of the tabernacles in John 7, in fact Jesus went to Jerusalem several times during His earthly
ministry, but that’s not the order that it’s presented in Luke. It’s a thematic order based on
geography, not a strict chronological order.

So even though the event we are going to study today was probably not chronologically the
first event in His public ministry, it is the first time in Luke that Jesus publicly says who
He is. So I’ve called this block of text Jesus’ Inaugural Address. In about 5 months a new
President will be giving an inaugural address. Jesus’ Inaugural Address ended with Him
almost getting pushed off the edge of a cliff (or the “brow of the hill” as the King James
says in verse 29). Hopefully their inaugural address will be better received than Jesus’ was,
but today we will study Jesus’ inaugural address and His hometown crowd’s reaction.
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Transition: Let me HAND OUT OUTLINES. This text is organized as a sequence of
statements and responses, and the outline reflects that. First, we have Jesus’...

I. Message of Grace READ v. 16-21 There’s some historical context you need in order
for this narrative to make sense. In Jesus’ day, God’s written word did not come in a single
book like we have today. It came in a collection of scrolls. So if you wanted to bring your
Bible to church, you couldn’t bring a single book; you would have to bring a basket of scrolls.
Also, scrolls were very expensive and hard to come by. Most private individuals would not
own a copy of God’s word; there would be one copy for the entire synagogue. It was still that
way for most of the church age. As recently as the late 1500’s, there would be one English
Bible in each church. Before and after the service, people would gather around the church’s
one Bible to read it. So Jesus would have had to ask for Isaiah, the attendant would bring
Him the Isaiah scroll, then He would have to literally scroll down to the bit He wanted to
read. They didn’t have chapter or verse divisions then either, so it would take a few minutes
to find the bit He wanted to read. I’m not a technology geek, but I like what we have today
a lot better than what they had.

Luke notes in verse 16 that what He is doing here was “as His custom was,” that is, it was
His usual thing to do. There was no question about where you would normally find Jesus
on the Sabbath Day: He would be in the synagogue reading scripture and worshipping God.
Also, He wasn’t just a passive observer: He was actively involved in reading scripture and
participating in the synagogue. My experience has been than passively observing church
service after church service, Sunday after Sunday, and never becoming actively involved in
the church’s ministry is one of the most boring things you can possibly do. The last time I
really did that was right after I moved to Georgia in 2005. For about 2 years all I did was
walk in the church 3 times per week, sit through the service, and walk out. That was OK
for a little while, but pretty quickly I wanted to be involved in the ministry of the church
because I was getting tired of just sitting in a pew service after service and Sunday after
Sunday when I knew there were things I could be supplying to that local body if I had the
chance. I have been involved in the ministry of a church ever since. One of the things that
impressed me about this church when I first started coming here a few years ago is how many
of its members are active in this church’s ministry. That’s the way it should be: if God has
brought you to this church, He has something for you do to here. Nursing homes need to
be visited. Visitors need to be greeted. Songs need to be sung. Prayers need to be prayed.
Missionaries need to be supported. Ephesians 4:16 talks about the body of Christ and how
every joint has something to supply. Jesus is supplying something to the synagogue; we
should do the same in our churches.

The specific passage Jesus reads in verses 18 and 19 is a paraphrase of Isaiah 61:1-2. I want
you to notice the “me’s” in verse 18, or Isaiah 61:1. I have each one underlined in my Bible.
READ v. 18; emphasize ME The items that come after mentioned all of the needs of
man, but the emphasis of this passage is on the person doing these things. Then in verse
21 Jesus takes the person doing these things and applies it to Himself. So for the first time
in Luke, Jesus publicly teaches about who He is: He is the me in Isaiah 61 who is going to
meet every need of man.
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One last note about this text. Verse 18 is basically all of Isaiah 61:1. Verse 19 is only the
first half of Isaiah 61:2. We’re not going to go back to Isaiah today, but if you went back and
looked at all of Isaiah 61:2, you would realize that the second half reads, “and the day of
vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn.” All of the other items about the Messiah
were fulfilled this day in their ears; the day of vengeance of our God was not fulfilled that
day in their ears. It will be fulfilled; God’s word is always fulfilled, but we are still waiting
on it. He came the first time to seek and save that which was lost; He will come the second
time to judge the beast and the devil’s allies. His dealings on earth are not yet through;
there is more fulfillment to come.

Transition: That’s Jesus’ first statement, next comes their first response. That’s...

II. Initial Response of the Crowd READ v. 22 The phrase “gracious words” doesn’t
just mean eloquent or comforting. It means literally what it says: words of God’s grace.
Jesus said, ‘I am the one who has come to do all the things promised in Isaiah 61:1-2.’ Their
initial response was one of admiration. They fully realized He was claiming to be the me
of Isaiah 61. They didn’t believe it (we’ll get to that next), but they understood it. They
ask the question at the end of the verse, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” They had probably
for 30 years been making this wrong assumption that we described a couple of weeks ago
with Jesus’ geneaology, Luke 3:23. If you see a man Joseph with a kid, you assume it’s his
son. Physically it wasn’t, in this case. They understood who He was claiming to be. They
also understood the blessings of Isaiah 61:1-2 to be blessings for specifically their nation,
the nation of Israel. So they were thinking about how they were going to benefit from the
fulfillment of this promise. It’s the same reason large crowds started following Jesus after
His miracles. They wanted THEIR sick healed. They wanted THEIR stomachs filled after
the feeding of the 5000. When they realize there is more to the coming of Jesus than just
physical blessings for them, they turn on Him, as we’ll see in a few minutes.

Transition: Jesus realizes they don’t believe in Him and what He just told them, and that
leads to...

III. Explanation of the Grace There are two points I’ve listed on the explanation Jesus
gives them. First, in verse 23 there are two sayings both of which carry the idea of...
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IIIA. Helping His Own People READ v. 23-24 Verse 23 contains 2 aphorisms, both
of which refer to selfishness. A physician is one who heals other people by trade, so if you
ask a physician to heal himself, you are asking him to use his talents for his own benefit.
Similarly, Capernaum was a nearby city, but Jesus was from Nazareth, so “thy country” is
Nazareth. So they want Him to heal His own people (physician heal thyself), and they want
the miracles done in Capernaum (which we’ll study in two weeks) to be done in their city,
Nazareth. Why wouldn’t He do that? The answer is in verse 24: “No prophet is accepted
in his own country.” He wouldn’t do it because the people of Nazareth didn’t believe in
Him. The reference I gave you is Matthew 13:53-58, which also takes place in Nazareth
and describes a very similar and possibly the same event as here. That’s one reason I think
there is a fairly large time gap between verses 13 and 14. Matthew 13:58 says, “And he did
not many mighty works there because of their unbelief.” It’s not that He didn’t want them
to receive God’s grace. God wants all men to be saved, but they wouldn’t believe in Him.
God’s blessings in this age are for all those who believe, not just a certain people group, not
just for the Jews.

Transition: That’s the point of...

IIIB. Helping the Gentiles READ v. 25-27 These verses point to two incidents recorded
in the Old Testament, Elijah feeding the widow woman of Sarepta in I Kings 17:9 and Naa-
man being cleansed of his leprosy by following Elisha’s instructions in II Kings 5:14. The
important thing to notice about these two incidents is: in both cases the prophet being used
by God was a Jew (Elijah and Elisha), and in both cases the recipient of God’s blessing was
a Gentile. The widow woman was a Zidonian, which is part of Phoenicia not Israel. Naaman
was a Syrian. Neither of them were Jews. So Jesus’ explanation is: you want the blessings of
Isaiah 61:1-2 for yourself, but they are going to go to the Gentiles because you don’t believe
in me. Those are hard words for them to hear.

Transition: So now that you understand how selfishly the people were thinking (they
wanted all of Jesus’ blessings for themselves) and how Jesus tries to correct their under-
standing (Jew versus Gentile doesn’t matter in this context; all that matters is that you
believe in Him) and how hard that would be for them to hear, I hope you understand why
the crowd reacted the second time the way they did. That’s...

IV. Crowd Filled with Wrath READ v. 28-30 The devil isn’t specifically mentioned
here like he is in the previous block of text, but make no mistake: he’s here using the angry
crowd to disrupt Jesus’ ministry. It says the crowd was filled with wrath. Wrath is one of
the works of the flesh in Galatians 5:20. The crowd may have thought they were doing God’s
work by trying to kill Him: Deuteronomy 13:1-11 gives them the right to put to death false
prophets. So they may have thought they were following God’s word, though they definitely
weren’t. It doesn’t explain how He escapes; it just says He “passing through the midst of
them went his way.” The same thing happens in John 8:59 and John 10:39. Maybe He
supernaturally disguised Himself, but in any case the crowd and the devil are thwarted and
His ministry of seeking and saving that which was lost continues.
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Conclusion

There are a couple of closing applications from this passage. First, don’t keep all of God’s
blessings to yourself. That’s the mistake the people of Nazareth are making here: they only
want God’s blessings for themselves. If God has put you in this church, you have something
to supply to this group of believers. Find out what is needful, know what you can supply,
and then do it. Second, don’t fear the consequences of giving a clear gospel. Jesus told
them clearly what He was here to do, and it almost got Him killed. We don’t look to spark
confrontation, stir up wrath, or try to become a martyr, but don’t shy away from it if it
comes. We want to give the gospel in the most convincing way possible. Salvation is by
believing; it’s easy to be saved: believe in Him. Don’t make hard what God made easy, but
don’t skirt around the gospel either. In America today, the gospel might and often does cost
us a little animosity, but it probably won’t cost us our lives. So keep giving the gospel, the
power of salvation to everyone who believes.
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