
The Temptations of Christ, part 2 (Luke 4:1-13)

Sunday school August 14, 2016

I want to call your attention to READ Luke 4:1-13. Last week I gave you an introduction
to the temptations of Christ, which is most of verses 1 and 2. We connected the geographical
language in verse 1 back to Jesus’ baptism from chapter 3. The phrase “He was full of the
Holy Ghost” in verse 1 also does that. At His baptism, the onlookers saw the Holy Spirit
descend on him in bodily form like a dove. Luke here calls that a filling of the Holy Ghost.

So Jesus is filled with the Holy Ghost, He is driven by the Spirit into the wilderness, and
then here comes bursting on the scene in verse 2 the devil. The devil has been lurking behind
the scenes in this narrative all along. I mentioned a couple of weeks ago that Tiberias, the
Roman Caesar at this time, had oppressed the Jews by forcing them to do military service
and expelling them from the city of Rome. If you’re going to oppose God’s people, you’re
doing the work of the devil, whether you realize it or not. I mentioned the imprisonment
and execution of John. That was carried out by Herod, but if you are going to imprison and
kill a prophet of God as John was, you’re doing the work of the devil. So the devil has been
behind the scenes lurking all along. Now here he is in full view, not using other people to do
his work, but acting himself. It says the devil tempted Him for 40 days, so even though there
are only 3 temptations specifically mentioned here, there were probably other temptations
in addition to these three because these three temptations alone probably would not take 40
days. We don’t know what the other temptations were.

A temptation is simply an opportunity to sin, so these three times and probably others the
devil is trying to get Jesus to sin. He does the same to us. We as Christians live in a world
of temptations where opportunities to sin abound. You can’t watch an NFL football game
without facing temptation: NFL cheerleaders these days are basically strippers. That’s the
temptation of lust, a thought sin. Other temptations abound as well. Make no mistake: it
is the devil who is tempting you. You probably won’t see him face to face like Jesus does;
he will probably be behind the scenes like he was in the first 3 chapters, but it’s the devil
nonetheless. So today we’re going to study these particular three times the devil tried to get
Jesus to sin and how He responded to them while trying to learn how we should respond to
temptations.

Transition: Let me HAND OUT OUTLINES. This outline has exactly the structure you
would expect it to given the text we are studying. The first temptation is...
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I. Bread Temptation READ v. 2-4 This temptation is directly connected to Jesus’
situation. He had been in the desert for 40 days fasting. Verse 2 tells us He ate nothing, so
it was a total fast. If you have ever fasted in the Spirit, which hopefully you have at some
point, you know that eventually you get hungry. I fasted for 1 day (24 hours) earlier this
week over the spiritual state of our country. I mentioned a few weeks ago that I’m reading
a book by Jerry Falwell this summer; I’m almost done now. In that book, he writes how he
told his kids in 1973 (40+ years ago) that by the time they got his age they would not be
living in a free country. They’re about his age now, and practically speaking we don’t live
in a free country. On paper we have many rights and freedoms, but in practice we don’t.
Man cannot fix it; it will take an action from God to fix it. I really want that to happen, so
on Friday and into Saturday I fasted for 24 hours.

I’ve only done a multi-day fast one time in my life. It was many years ago, so I won’t go into
details. When you fast, you get weaker physically but stronger spiritually. You realize that
at some point you’re going to need some physical food, but for right now what I really need
is a closer relationship with God. On my multi-day fast, I did not get what I was fasting
for. I kind of did, but in the long-run I didn’t. What I got was a closer relationship with
Him. I learned to trust Him more, to put spiritual things ahead of physical things. That’s
what happens when you fast.

Back to Jesus, at this point, Jesus had been fasting 40 days. Jesus was fully man, so He was
getting hungry. He probably realized He was going to have to eat some physical food in the
near future. So here comes the devil, and he says in verse 3, “If thou be the Son of God,
command this stone that it be made bread.” HOLD UP STONE Here I have a stone. I
found it in my driveway a few months ago. I got tired of having to swerve to miss it every
time I backed out, so I moved it into my garage. Also, I didn’t want someone to pick it
up and throw it through a window. It is not a temptation for me nor is it a sin for me to
command this stone to be made bread: I don’t have the power to turn stones into bread.
Jesus did. So this temptation is a very practical one. In more modern language, the devil
tells Him, “You have the power to turn stones into bread because You’re the Son of God.
You’re hungry, so do it: use your divine power to turn this stone into bread so that you can
eat and satisfy your hunger.” It’s a very logical temptation. So the temptation was to use
His supernatural power to meet His own needs as opposed to the needs of others, i.e. to use
His divine power selfishly. That’s the first temptation, or the bread temptation as I’ve called
it.

Once you understand what this temptation is really about, a little more thinking makes
you realize that Jesus could not have used His supernatural power to defeat the temptation;
doing it that way would be falling for the temptation, using His supernatural power for His
own help to defeat this temptation. Instead, Jesus responds using the same tool that we
have: quoting scripture. The particular sciprture He quotes here is part of Deuteronomy
8:3. We’re not going to look at Deuteronomy today, but the interesting about Deuteronomy
8:3 is that the context of that quote is manna, the physical food God provided Israel to eat
in the wilderness. The point is: yes, we need physical food, but we need spiritual food (the
word of God) more. We need a right relationship with God more.
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So Jesus responds to this and all three temptations by quoting scripture, which is the exact
same tool that we have. That brings me to the last reference under Roman numeral I and
probably the most famous verse in the Bible on temptation: I Cor. 10:13. “There hath no
temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer
you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to
escape, that ye may be able to bear it.” Pay particular attention to that last phrase: “that
ye may be able to bear it.” All of us will be tempted, will be presented with opportunities
to sin. None of us HAVE to fall for it. We are all able to withstand temptation, and the
word of God is one of the main reasons why. The Holy Spirit is another. We only fall for
temptation when we don’t follow scripture and when we don’t trust in God, who is faithful.
The keys for us to withstand temptation are 1) learn and follow scripture, and 2) trust in
the Lord. If you do those two things, you will be able to bear it.

Transition: Next temptation...

II. Kingdoms Temptation READ v. 5-8 When you compare this passage in Luke with
the parallel passage in Matthew chapter 4, it’s interesting to observe that the order of the
final two temptations are switched. As I mentioned last week, the order in Luke is not
necessarily chronological order but thematic order, so chronologically this was probably the
third temptation. The deal the devil tries to make with Jesus is to give Him all the kingdoms
of the world if you will worship me. So the temptation here is compromising or making deals
with the devil. There are a couple of things in play here, and I’ve listed them as capital
letters. First, we have...

IIA. Real Power The devil does indeed have actual power in this world to give out.
Revelation 13:1-7 talks about how power is given to the beast over kindreds, tongues, and
nations to make war with the saints. In John 12:31, Jesus calls the devil the “prince of this
world,” but notice he is the prince of this world, not the King of this world. There is only
one true King: Jesus. The devil does have power in this world, but he only has the power
that God allows him to have, and he will ultimately be judged by God. That leads to...

IIB. Ultimate End Back in our Ephesians series, we unpacked the fact that we are adopted
sons of God, and how that makes us joint-heirs with Christ, and therefore joint-heirs of
everything. Jesus was already the heir of all of these kingdoms the devil was offering Him
power over. He’s going to get the power and glory of all of those kingdoms anyway. Isn’t
it just like the devil to offer to give you something you already have and then try to make
you think you are getting a good deal? Jesus sees through this trickery: allegiance to Satan
is too high of a price to pay for anything because the devil will be judged by God at the
ultimate end.
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As a response to this temptation, Jesus once again quotes scripture, the exact same tool
we have at our disposal. Verse 8 is a quote of Deuteronomy 6:13: “Thou shalt worship the
Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve,” the emphasis there being on the “Him only.”
Don’t serve the devil even a little bit. The temptation was compromising with the devil. He
is not to be served. He is not to be compromised with. He is not to be negotiated with. He
is to be defeated, and he will ultimately be defeated at the final judgment.

Transition: Third temptation...

III. Misapplied Promise Temptation READ v. 9-12 This temptation is noteworthy
because the devil himself uses scripture. Jesus had responded with scripture, so now the
devil tries to beat Him at His own game. The scripture the devil quotes is from Psalms 91.
To understand this temptation, you need to understand a little about Psalm 91. READ
Psalms 91: 11-12 Notice the text in Luke is a verbatim quote, so Satan did not change
scripture, he misapplied scripture. To see the misapplication, you need to get a feel for what
this psalm is all about. READ v. 1-3 As it keeps going, what you see is that Psalm 91 is
a promise of protection and security to those who trust in the Lord. It is NOT a promise
of protection and security to those who engage in reckless acts like jumping off a cliff, or
jumping off a pinnacle of the temple in Jesus’ case. That’s the misapplication: taking a
promise of God and applying it in a situation where it does not apply. Could Jesus have
used his divine powers to miraculously save Himself after jumping off the temple? Yes, He
had the power to do that, but just as we saw with the first temptation, that would be using
His divine power for His own benefit. So the temptation here is to misapply a promise from
scripture for His own benefit.

This incident reminds us that, while scripture is always true, deceivers can and do use scrip-
ture. My uncle in Ohio died last November. He was a former Baptist pastor in Cincinnati.
He quit the ministry before I was born, but he knew that I have been to seminary and that
I am involved Bible teaching and ministry-type activities. My cousin, his daughter, told me
that he had some Bible study material that he said before he died he wanted me to have. So
2 weeks ago when I was in Ohio I stopped by my cousin’s apartment and picked them up. It
was a big blue crate filled with books. It was so heavy she couldn’t pick it up. I could, but
she couldn’t. I got it back here to South Carolina and started to unpack the crate. That’s
when I realized that this “Bible study material” was a collection of hardback commentaries
written by Jimmy Swaggert. My uncle was a jokester, so I am hoping that was a final joke.
In the early church as well as ours, the pulpits are full of deceivers, and they use scripture.
They’re hard to detect. II Corinthians 11:14 says, “Satan himself is transformed into an
angel of light.” It is hard to detect deceivers who use scripture. The only answer is the
one Jesus gives: more scripture. Jesus’ answer “Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God”
is a quote of Deuteronomy 6:16. The only way to fight misuse of scripture is proper use of
scripture. Three times Jesus is tempted; three times He responds with scripture. After this,
it says the devil departed from Him for a season, meaning the devil would be back to tempt
Him more.
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Conclusion

There are a couple of closing thoughts I want to give you on temptation, and they are both
found in the book of Hebrews. READ Heb. 4:15 The specfic temptations we face are
different than the ones He faced (I am not tempted to command a stone to be made bread),
but He knows what it is like to be presented an opportunity to sin. Therefore, as our High
Priest He has compassion on us when we face temptation. That last phrase is very important:
“yet without sin.” In Luke 4 there is no indication He ever even thought about yielding. For
us, though we are able to resist temptation through scripture and the Holy Spirit, too often
we don’t. In my personal life, I’ve had situations where I resisted a particular temptation
for awhile, but eventually I yielded. He never did. He had opportunities to sin just like we
do, but He never sinned. That leads to the last point. READ Heb. 2:17-18 That word
“succour” is an old English word; it means to help in a time of trouble, or in this context
to help in a time of temptation. So your help does not depend on your ability to resist
temptation; it depends on His. You have to want to resist temptation, but don’t resist it
by yourself: use the help of scripture, the help of the Spirit, and the help of our Great High
Priest.
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