
The Temptations of Christ, part 1 (Luke 4:1-13)

Sunday school August 7, 2016

We have a few things to clean up from two weeks ago in Luke chapter 3, so we’ll start by
READ Luke 3:19-22. Two weeks ago we started studying Jesus’ baptism. We noted that
Jesus prayed at His baptism. Jesus prayed a lot during His earthly ministry, as we will
see as we get deeper in this study: that’s one of the themes that comes out in Luke. In
particular, He prayed when He got baptized. We also noted the purpose of the baptism,
which is actually not given here in Luke but in the parallel account in Matthew: to fulfill
all righteousness. We tied that back to the baptism of repentence and recognizing sin for
what it is. There are some other things involved, as we will get to in a minute, but that’s
the reason Jesus asks to be baptized: to fulfill all righteousness.

One thing I didn’t mention last time is the order of the events in verses 19-20 (John’s
imprisonment) and verses 21-22 (Jesus’ baptism). When you think about things logically,
it is obvious that the chronological order of these two events is switched. John had to have
baptized Jesus (verses 21-22) before he was put in prison (verses 19-20). I mentioned in the
introduction to this study back in March that Luke’s gospel is a gospel of order. Luke 1:1
says that the purpose of this gospel is to “set forth in order a declaration of those things
which are most surely believed among us.” The point I am trying to get you to see is
that the order in Luke is not necessarily at chronological order. It is, on the other hand, a
thematic order. He puts all the stuff about John first; that ends in verse 20. Then comes
all of the stuff about Jesus. So it is a thematic order, not a chronological order. That will
become very important in a couple of weeks when we start to get into the miracles and
teachings of His public ministry, and it is very easy to see right here. The order presented
here is a thematic order, finishing up John’s ministry before beginning Jesus’ ministry, not
a chronological order.

Transition: With that comment made, let’s get back to studying Jesus’ baptism. HAND
OUT OUTLINES. The next thing to notice is...
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IVC. Spirit The first part of verse 22 says, “And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily
shape like a dove upon him.” The Spirit did not appear as a physical dove (it says It was like
a dove), but it was a bodily shape, meaning they physically saw it. It was not a vision or an
hallucination; they physically saw the Holy Spirit come upon Him in a special and unique
way. Someone asked last week if receiving the Spirit was the purpose of His baptism. Is it a
coincidence that the Spirit is seen descending on Him at His baptism? Almost certainly not:
this was the beginning of His public ministry, so the physical appearance of the Holy Spirit
identifies Jesus publicly as one who is empowered by the Spirit. Luke 4:1 calls this a filling
of the Spirit, as we’ll get to in a few minutes. So that’s a result of His baptism, but the
text here in Luke or Matthew or anywhere does not say “He was baptized for the purpose
of receiving the Holy Spirit.”

The important thing to understand is that the bodily shape like a dove appears not for
Jesus’ benefit but for the benefit of the onlookers. John 1:33 records the words of John the
Baptist. I threatened to make you turn there last time but didn’t. This time I actually will.
READ John 1:29-33 Verse 31: the purpose of John’s ministry is to make Jesus known to
Israel, to prepare the way for Him. Verse 33 says, “And I knew him not him is Jesus: but
he that sent me to baptize with water that would be God the Father, because John’s message
came from God as we saw in Luke 3:2, the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see
the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy
Ghost.” So the bodily shape that descends upon Jesus is not for Jesus’ sake; it’s for the
sake of John and the other onlookers so that they would know who the Christ was. It was
to make Jesus known to Israel. So Jesus doesn’t say, “baptize me to make me known,” but
that’s the result.

Transition: The same thing is the case with...

IVD. Voice (from heaven) Back in Luke 3, all three persons of the Trinity are here. God
the Son in human form is being baptized. God the Holy Spirit descends on the Son in a
bodily shape like a dove. God the Father speaks from heaven. What the Father says directly
to Jesus “Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased,” (it’s second person) gives
complete and unequivocal affirmation of who Jesus was: He was the Son of God and God the
Son. From this point on, people would have no more excuses to doubt Jesus’ ministry and
teaching. They saw the Spirit descend on Him, and they heard the voice of the Father from
heaven. There is no doubt as to who He is. In the context of salvation, His main business
on earth, the Father affirms that He is a worthy sacrifice who by undergoing the baptism of
repentence realizes just how bad the sin He will have to bear is. “I am well pleased with this
Lamb.”
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As an application, when our time of serving God on earth is over, we too will hear the
voice of God, although for us it will be a different setting: it will be at the judgment seat.
The language we are given about that voice is a little different; it’s “well done thou good
and faithful servant,” but the idea is the same. It’s God saying I am well-pleased with
the service that you did. I don’t think every Christian will hear, “well done thou good and
faithful servant,” because God cannot lie (Titus 1:2). So if I haven’t been a good and faithful
servant, He’s not going to tell me “well done thou good and faithful servant.” I hope that, if
we examine our service for Him, that He will be able to truthfully say of each one of us, “well
done thou good and faithful servant.” If you ever examine your service and find that not to
be the case, as I mentioned two weeks ago with John, if you are still alive and breathing,
your service is not over yet. There is time to change; there is time to serve Him better. He
was well-pleased with Jesus’ service. Elsewhere it tells us He was well-pleased with John.
May He be well-pleased with us.

Transition: Next, I want to say a few words about the genealogy that is verses 23-38.
That’s...

V. Jesus’ Genealogy There are many genealogies in the Bible; there are two of Jesus, one
here and another in Matthew 1:2-16. The purpose of any genealogy is to provide a physical
link between the present (at the time the author is writing the genealogy) and the past. For
these genealogies, the present is Jesus, and the most important thing in the past that is being
linked to is King David because that gives Jesus legitimate claim to the Davidic throne. If
you look in READ v. 31, you see the link to David, and Matthew’s genealogy does the
same. Beyond that, when you compare the two genealogies of Jesus, they are actually fairly
different. For one, this genealogy starts with Jesus and goes backward all the way to Adam.
Matthew’s genealogy starts with Abraham and goes forward to Jesus.

Second, while the names that appear between Abraham and David are mostly the same in the
two genealogies, the ones that appear between Jesus and David are actually fairly different.
There are a couple of things in play here. First, a lot has been made of the parenthetical in
verse 23. READ v. 23 The language in the parenthetical implies that what comes next,
i.e. that Jesus was the son of Joseph, is based on a false assumption. If you saw Joseph with
Jesus, you would assume that he was His father, but we know that Jesus did not have a
human father. As the second person language in verse 22 indicates, God was His Father, and
Mary was a virgin when He was born. Many people have concluded from that parenthetical
that the genealogy given here actually traces Jesus’ lineage through His mother Mary, not
through Joseph like Matthew’s genealogy is. That’s probably the case, and it explains why
there are so many differences, but there is something else in play too.
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Almost none of the genealogies in the Bible are complete genealogies. That is, they don’t
list every single generation between the present and the past. You can actually see that in
this genealogy. READ v. 35 and 36; emphasize Cainan If you read the genealogy of
Abraham in Genesis 11:12-14, Cainan is skipped over. The Genesis genealogy goes directly
from Arphaxad to Sala. This is a common and well-known practice in biblical genealogies
called telescoping. If you take a telescope out at night and point it toward a star, it makes
the star look closer than it actually is. That’s what this practice does to genealogies: it
makes the past and the present look closer than they really are by leaving out some of the
generations in the middle. So with regard to the differences between the Luke and Matthew
genealogies, there are two causes: 1) probably tracing different lines, and 2) probably both
are telescoped, i.e. neither one is 100% complete.

One last point to make about this genealogy: look at the last link in verse 38: “which was
the son of Adam, which was the son of God.” Adam was the son of God in the sense that
God formed him out of the dust of the earth. So in the sense that we are all descendents
of Adam, we are all sons of God. So again this emphasizes the humanity we all share with
Jesus. But He wasn’t just the son of God in the broad sense. Going back to the parenthetical
in verse 23 again, it says “as was supposed,” so there’s a double meaning: He was also the
Son of God in the narrow divine sense (God was His actual father). If you were hoping I was
going to do an exposition on every name in this genealogy, sorry, but those are my comments
on this genealogy.

With that dispatched, let’s move on to chapter 4. READ Luke 4:1-2 The language of these
two verses connects directly with Jesus’ baptism back in chapter 3 verses 21 and 22. Jordan
(the River Jordan) where He “returned from” would have been the place of His baptism. The
“wilderness” where He was led to is the desert of Judea, which stretches from the highlands
of Bethlehem and Jerusalem south and east to the Jordan River and the Dead Sea. So it is
very close to the Jordan River. Mark 1:12 says, “And immediately the Spirit driveth him
into the wilderness.” So these events here in chapter 4 happen immediately after He was
baptized.

It says He was full of the Holy Ghost; they physically saw Him descend upon Jesus after He
was baptized. His baptism was different from ours: it was the baptism of repentence versus
believer’s baptism as I detailed a few weeks ago. The Holy Spirit also works differently in
the church age (after Pentecost) compared to the era of Jesus’ earthly ministry. With those
disclaimers, being filled with the Holy Spirit is one of the reasons we undertake believer’s
baptism today. My water baptism was unusual and suboptimal: I trusted Christ when I was
11, but I did not get baptized until I was 20. Lack of solid Bible teaching is one of the main
reasons for that delay. I remember walking down the steps right after I had been baptized
from the changing room to the main level of the church. I’m not sure if I had ever gone down
a set of steps that fast before because I had never experienced a filling of the Spirit before.
That filling came not from the water (it’s just regular heated tap water) but because for
the first time in my life I was obedient to what God had commanded me to do in Scripture.
That’s the only way to be filled with the Holy Spirit: follow His commandments as given in
scripture.
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So Jesus is filled with the Holy Ghost, He is driven by the Spirit into the wilderness, and
then here comes bursting on the scene in verse 2 the devil. The devil has been lurking behind
the scenes in this narrative all along. I mentioned a couple of weeks ago that Tiberias, the
Roman Caesar at this time, had oppressed the Jews by forcing them to do military service
and expelling them from the city of Rome. If you’re going to oppose God’s people, you’re
doing the work of the devil, whether you realize it or not. I mentioned the imprisonment
and execution of John. That was carried out by Herod, but if you are going to imprison and
kill a prophet of God as John was, you’re doing the work of the devil. So the devil has been
behind the scenes lurking all along. Now here he is in full view, not using other people to
do his work, but acting himself. It says the devil tempted Him for 40 days, so there were
probably other temptations in addition to the 3 that are specifically mentioned here. We
don’t know what the other temptations were, but these three temptations alone probably
would not take 40 days. Hebrews 4:15 says He “was in all points tempted like as we are.”
Temptation is an opportunity to sin, so that doesn’t mean He experienced every specific
temptation that we face, but He experienced the same kinds of temptation that we do.

Conclusion

I’ll say more about the specific temptations recorded here and Jesus’ response to them next
week. For a last thought today, I want to make sure you realize that Jesus did not go into
the wilderness alone, and Jesus did not face these temptations alone. He was full of the Holy
Ghost, and He drove Him into the wilderness. The application is: we also should never act
alone. We should always make sure the Spirit wants us to do it before we do anything. I
learned early in my career that if I walk into a math classroom without having done any
prayer and Bible reading that morning, I was not going to give a good lecture. I need that
filling of the Holy Spirit every morning. Sometimes things are very simple: if scripture tells
you to do it, then the Holy Spirit will be with you when you do it. That’s very simple and
straight forward. Sometimes the application is not as clear. When we first trust Christ, that
requires some instruction, either from scripture or from other people. As we walk more with
Him and as the Holy Spirit gets better control of us (that’s what the filling of the Spirit I
mentioned before means from a practical standpoint, not me getting more of Him but Him
getting more of me), His Spirit and my spirit become more in agreement, so being led by
the Spirit becomes more instinctive. For everyone, it always requires prayer. Whether it is
clear scripture instructed matters or less clear application matters, don’t do anything alone.
Make sure everything you do is led by the Spirit.
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