
In Whom I Am Well Pleased (Luke 3:15-22)

Sunday school July 24, 2016

I want to call your attention this morning to Luke chapter 3, and we’ll start by READ
Luke 3:15-22. For the last couple of weeks we have been doing a fairly detailed study
of the ministry of John the Baptist. We realized his message came from God in verse 2.
In verse 3, we talked in some depth about John’s water baptism, which verse 3 calls the
baptism of repentence. Repentence was the main focus of his message, and the key phrase is
the one I pulled out last week in verse 8: “Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance.”
Don’t just repent on the inside, though that’s essential too, but have that repentence on
the inside affect your fruit, your actions on the outside. Last thing last time, we dealt with
some specific cases as to how we do that. That’s the crowd, the publicans, and the soldiers
in verses 9-14.

Transition: So now we’re to this time, and there is one more thing I want you to notice
about John’s message, and then we will get to what we’ve kind of been trying to get to all
along: Jesus’ baptism. HAND OUT OUTLINES. We did A-E before, so we start with

IIF. Telling About Jesus READ v. 15-17 The question the crowd asks in verse 15
about whether or not John is the Christ is the second question the crowd asked of him.
The first one was the one in verse 10 we studied last time: what shall we do? So thinking
logically for a minute about how the crowd was thinking, if the ax is laid to the root as John
says it is, that is, if there is an urgent need to repent because God’s comfort and judgment
are imminent, then John must be the one to bring the comfort and judgment, right? That’s
the way they’re thinking, and that’s what they are wondering. John answers their second
question: wrong! There’s a mightier one coming after me. At the end of verse 16, he explains
to them why the Messiah will be mightier than he is. READ v. 16b He explains why the
Messiah will be mightier than he is in terms of baptisms. John is baptizing them in the
River Jordan with water; that’s the baptism of repentence. The Messiah will not baptize
with water; He will baptize with the Holy Ghost and with fire. So the Messiah’s baptisms
are mightier than John’s baptism.

There are two possible ways to interpret the baptism of Holy Ghost and with fire John
mentions here in verse 16. Some people take this as a reference to the fresh movement of
the Holy Spirit that began at Pentecost after Jesus rose again and ascended into heaven. If
you go read Acts 2:1-4, it does refer to the disciples being filled with the Holy Ghost, and it
refers to them seeing cloven tongues of fire that sat upon each of them. That matches the
language here, at least in some form, so it is possible that the baptism of Holy Ghost and
with fire is a reference to Pentecost.
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I don’t prefer that interpretation because it doesn’t fit with verse 17. READ v. 17 The
language of verse 17 is a little awkward in the English, but it talks about a separation of
the wheat and the chaff, or the saved and the lost to use terminology we would use in the
church age. When farmers in those days were physically gathering in their crops, they would
gather in both the wheat, the good crop, and the chaff, the stuff they didn’t want. Then
they would use the wind to separate the two. The wheat was heavier than the chaff, and so
if you toss both up in the air on a windy day, the wheat would fall right back down, but the
chaff would be blown away. That’s the idea in the first phrase of verse 17, “whose fan is in
his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor.” A fan causes air to move, so the implication
is the Messiah is the One who will do the separating, and it will be a complete separation.
There will be no one left who is not either a wheat or a chaff after this separation. So I think
it is better to understand the baptisms at the end of verse 16 as two separate baptisms. The
baptism of the Holy Ghost is for the wheat, the saved. We know that the Holy Spirit dwells
in us the moment we trust Christ; Romans 8:9 among other places tells us that. That’s the
baptism of the Holy Ghost. The baptism of fire is for the chaff, the lost; Revelation 20 talks
about the lost being cast into the lake of fire. So for those of us who have trusted Christ,
we have already been partakers of the baptism of the Holy Ghost; we will not be partakers
in the baptism with fire. So this is kind of like the bit we studied a few months ago in
Ephesians 4 about Jesus leading captivity captive. I’m not going to stand up here and insist
you are wrong if you take verse 16 to refer to Pentecost, but I think it is better and it fits
with the rest of scripture to understand them as two separate baptisms, one for the saved
and one for the lost. In either case, the point is that the Messiah is greater than John, as
evidenced by His baptisms.

Transition: That wraps up John’s message. Almost the last thing we hear about John the
Baptist in Luke’s gospel is...

III. John’s Imprisonment READ v. 18-20 Verse 18 is a summary verse, and verses 19
and 20 more or less serve to write John off the stage. I’m not going to go into the details of
his imprisonment and execution because Luke does not, but I gave you the reference there
Mark 6:14-29 if you are interested in that. The language of verse 20 is interesting. We know
that Herod was a very wicked Roman ruler who, like most of the Romans, only cared about
money and power. After mentioning that Herod did many evils in verse 19, Luke adds in
verse 20, “Added yet this above all, that he shut up John in prison.” That implies that,
of all the evil things Herod did, imprisoning and subsequently executing John at his wife’s
daugher’s request was the most evil of them all. If we didn’t see God’s entire plan in these
events, as we do when we read God’s completed word, it would be easy for us to ask, “why
did God allow Herod to do this to John?” John was a godly man. He was a great Spirit-filled
prophet. He led many of God’s people to turn back to Him; Luke 1 says that. But John’s
ministry was a preparation ministry, preparing for the Messiah. So once the Messiah arrived,
John’s task was fulfilled. He fulfilled the task God had given him to do, so God took him to
glory.
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There’s a movement afoot that maybe you’ve heard of called the right to die movement. It
made the news this past week because California passed a right to die bill. It says if you
are terminally ill, you have the right to commit suicide. That’s why they call it right to
die. Next they say they are going to try to get the same thing passed in New York. That
has some appeal because with modern medicine we can make the opposite mistake too of
keeping someone alive artificially for long periods of time, but the right to die movement
is not based on Christian principles. I don’t serve God on earth for as long as I want to.
I serve God on earth for as long as He wants me to; that’s the Christian principle. When
He thinks I have fulfilled my ministry down here, then He will take me to glory. That’s for
Him to decide, not me. If you’ve never heard of the mathematician Carl Friedrich Gauss,
which we learned a few weeks ago most of you haven’t, then you probably haven’t heard of
Gerolamo Cardano, a famous mathematician of the 1500’s. He predicted the date of his own
death, and when that date came he committed suicide for no reason other than to make his
prediction come true. That’s an odd case, but we don’t get to choose when we stop serving
Him on earth; He chooses when we stop serving Him. Said another way, if you are still alive
and breathing, you are still useful for His service. You may be used in a different way than
in the past, but if you are still alive God’s not finished with you yet. Keep serving Him until
He is ready to take you to glory.

Transition: The last item in the text we read is...

IV. Jesus’ Baptism READ v. 21-22 When you read these verses in light of verses 19
and 20, it is obvious that the chronological order of these two events is switched. John had
to have baptized Jesus (verses 21-22) before he was put in prison (verses 19-20). So why is
the order switched? Remember that I said that verses 19-20 got John off the scene, and he
is almost never mentioned again in the gospel of Luke. In particular, he is not mentioned in
verses 21-22 even though he is implicitly there doing the baptizing. As we’ll see in a minute,
Jesus’ baptism was the public beginning of Jesus’ earthly ministry. So by writing John off
the scene first, Luke’s gospel from now to the end has one single focus: Jesus. He’s the most
important thing, so He is the single focus henceforth of Luke’s gospel.

Transition: There are a few things about Jesus’ baptism I want you to notice. First...

IVA. Prayer Notice the last part of verse 21 says, “Jesus also being baptized, and praying,
the heaven was opened.” Luke is the only gospel writer to mention that Jesus prayed at His
baptism. Pastor mentioned on Wednesday that Jesus prayed a lot; that’s actually one of the
themes of the gospel of Luke. Luke emphasizes His humanity, as as a man Jesus prayed a
lot to the Father. We typically don’t have baptizees pray at their baptism today. I didn’t
pray when I was baptized. After reading this, maybe I should have. This is the first of many
recorded instances where Jesus prayed. It doesn’t tell us what He prayed, but if He was
about the Father’s business as He had been for many years at this point, it probably had
something to do with His seeking and saving ministry: “For the Son of Man is come to seek
and to save that which was lost.” So Jesus prays at His baptism, and Jesus’ frequency of
prayer is a good example for us.
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Transition: Next point...

IVB. Purpose I’ve been teasing you for a couple of weeks with the question: why did Jesus
undergo the baptism of repentence? In the context of Luke, that’s kind of a trick questions,
because Luke doesn’t tell us. He just says in verse 21, “and Jesus being baptized.” He doesn’t
tell us why. Fortunately, Matthew when describing this event does. READ Matthew 3:13-
15 John realized Jesus was greater than he was; that’s why he says in verse 14 “I need to be
baptized of thee.” Jesus agrees with him, and says “suffer it to be so.” That is, yes, you’re
right, but baptize me anyway. The bit of explanation that we need is the last phrase: “it
becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.” Jesus had no sin of His own, but He was about to
bear the sin of the world. In John the evangelist’s account of this event, we won’t turn to that
one, but do you remember what John the Baptist said when he saw Jesus coming? “Behold
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” That’s John 1:29. Everyone
around him here were Jews, so as soon as they heard “the Lamb of God” they would have
thought of the lambs they offer for a sin offering at the temple. Jesus was about to bear
the sin of the world; that’s not something He did lightly. My evangelist friend Freddie over
in Georgia likes to say, “salvation is free, but it’s not cheap.” It’s free to us, but it costed
Him a lot. When Jesus prayed in Gethsemanae, “Let this cup pass from me,” He wasn’t
really referring to the physical suffering, though that was bad enough. He was referring to
the sin He would have to bear. He realized just how bad that sin is. I think sometimes we as
Christians forget that. This isn’t Thanksgiving, but we’d be more thankful for the fact that
our sins are forgiven when we remember just how bad and contrary to God they really are.
Undergoing the baptism of repentence shows us that Jesus realized that, and by willingly
taking them on even though He realized that, He fulfilled all righteousness. There might
have been a couple other reasons Jesus was baptized, but that’s the main reason the Bible
gives: to fulfill all righteousness.

Transition: Back in Luke 3, the next thing to notice is...

IVC. Spirit The first part of verse 22 says, “And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily
shape like a dove upon him.” The Spirit did not appear as a physical dove (it was like a
dove), but it was a bodily shape, meaning they physically saw it. It was not a vision or an
hallucination; they physically saw the Holy Spirit come upon Him in a special and unique
way.

Transition: Along with that is...
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IVD. Voice (from heaven) All three persons of the Trinity are here. God the Son in
human form is being baptized. God the Holy Spirit descends on the Son in a bodily shape
like a dove. God the Father speaks from heaven. What the Father says directly to Jesus
“Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased,” (it’s second person) gives complete
and unequivocal affirmation of who Jesus was: He was the Son of God and God the Son.
From this point, people would have no more excuses to doubt Jesus’ ministry and teaching.
In the context of salvation, the Father affirms that He is a worthy sacrifice who by undergoing
the baptism of repentence realizes just how bad the sin He will have to bear is. “I am well
pleased with this Lamb.”

Conclusion

As an application, when our time of serving God on earth is over, we too will hear the voice
of God, although for us it will be at the judgment seat. The language we are given about
that voice is a little different; it’s “well done thou good and faithful servant,” but the idea
is the same. It’s God saying I am well-pleased with the service that you did. I don’t think
every Christian will hear, “well done thou good and faithful servant,” because God cannot
lie (Titus 1:2). So if I haven’t been a good and faithful servant, He’s not going to tell me
“well done thou good and faithful servant.” I hope that, if we examine our service for Him,
that He will be able to truthfully say of each one of us, “well done thou good and faithful
servant.” If you ever examine your service and find that not to be the case, as I mentioned
with John, if you are still alive and breathing, your service is not over yet. There is time to
change; there is time to serve Him better. He was well-pleased with Jesus’ service. Elsewhere
it tells us He was well-pleased with John. Let Him be well-pleased with us.
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