
Simeon and Anna (Luke 2:25-39)

Sunday school June 5, 2016

Luke chapter 2. Last week we covered a whopping 4 verses, but we had a good discussion
about sola scriptura, so let’s read the rest of the block of text we started last week. READ
Luke 2:25-38. Last week we identified the key phrase in this text is “according to the
law.” That phrase appears once at the very beginning of this block of text in verse 22: “And
when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were accomplished....” It
appears again down at the very end in verse 39: “And when they had performed all things
according to the law of the Lord....” A few slight variations of that theme appear elsewhere
in this text. The law, or the Old Testament, was the only scripture they had at that time,
so doing things according to the law was their version of what we would call today doing
things according to scripture. Last week we saw how the ritual practices related to Jesus’
birth were done according to the law. This time we are going to look at how two prophets
use scripture in the words they speak concerning Jesus.

Transition: So let me HAND OUT OUTLINES. The first event in the text we read is...

II. Simeon’s Blessings The first thing under that is...

IIA. Simeon’s Background READ v. 25-27 You are probably familiar with Simeon
from the Christmas Cantata. That’s one of the things I liked about that Cantata: we hear
about the angels, shepherds, Mary, and Joseph all the time, but we don’t often hear about
Simeon. I like that Simeon was included in that Cantata. Just as Zacharias, Elisabeth,
and Mary are presented as faithful, God-following people in chapter 1, so Simeon here is
presented as a faithful, God-following man. Verse 25 says he is “just and devout.” Scripture
does not call many people just and devout. In fact, in all the Bible the word “devout”
appears only 9 times, all of which are in Luke and Acts. It’s where we get our word devoted,
so it means Simeon was devoted to God. On our website we have an area for devotions.
They are short blocks of reading designed to keep you devoted to God.

The text here also calls him just. Calling him “just” means that he acted according to his
devotion. He took his devotion to God and put it into practice in terms of the things that
he did. It also says he was waiting on the consolation, or the comfort, of Israel. Isaiah
40:1 says, “Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God.” He knew that comfort was
coming, and he was waiting for it. Then verse 26 says he had received a promise from the
Holy Spirit: that he would not die until He had seen the Lord’s Christ, or the comfort God
had promised to Israel. Given the events that transpired so far we might expect that he
would receive that promise from an angel like Zacharias, Mary, and the shepherds did, but
instead he gets it directly from God.
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Verse 27 tells us that Simeon came by the Spirit into the temple. That is, the Holy Spirit
moved him to the exact time and place he would need to be in order to see Jesus when
He is presented. That’s the same thing the Holy Spirit does for us today: He moves us
to exactly the right time and place where He needs us. Earlier this week I got word that
some changes are afoot down at University that, without going into details, are going to
deemphasize teaching among the faculty. That’s going to be a problem for me: that’s where
my passion and giftedness is. I don’t know what that will mean for me, but I don’t need to
know: I just need to follow the Lord. If He wants me somewhere else, He’ll open the right
door at the right time. That’s how I ended up here: God moved me here at the exact time
He needed me here. We don’t have to understand and interpret everything that is going on
around us, but we have to follow the Lord.

Transition: Simeon follows the Spirit to the temple, sees Jesus, and picks Him up in his
arms, which leads to...

IIB. Simeon’s Song READ v. 28-32 Simeon seeing God’s salvation as reported in verse
30 is a fulfillment of the promise he had received from the Spirit in verse 26. I commented
back in chapter 1 that God’s word always comes to pass exactly as He predicted, and here
we see that again. Simeon had a promise from God in verse 26; in verse 30 it comes true.
The song this event inspires here is the fourth and last hymn in Luke’s birth narrative. We
previously studied Mary’s song, Zacharias’ song, and the angels’ song. I mentioned in each
of those songs that, when the song writer whether it be Mary, Zacharias, or Elisabeth go to
praise God, they do so using scripture. The same is true here. Most of the phrases Simeon
uses are found in the Old Testament, most often in Isaiah. To help you see that, I’m going to
try a different strategy this time. In your outlines I have given you 3 references from Isaiah.
I need 3 volunteers to read some verses from Isaiah:

• Isa. 52:10 “eyes of all the nations” (people seeing his salvation) v.30-31: “For mine eyes
have seen thy salvation, 31 Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;”
(in front of face would be the eyes-the only place you can see is in front of you)

• Isa. 49:6 “I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my
salvation unto the end of the earth.” v. 32: “A light to lighten the Gentiles”

• Isa 40:5 “and all flesh shall see it together” v. 31 as before; “for the mouth of the
LORD hath spoken it” v. 29: “according to thy word:” (words come out of your
mouth)

Simeon does not use direct quotes, but all of the ideas in Simeon’s song come from Old
Testament scripture. This isn’t all of them. There are other verses from Isaiah we could
look at, but you get the idea: he uses Old Testament scripture, the only scripture they had
at that time, to praise God.

Transition: Finally for Simeon, we have...
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IIC. Simeon’s Words to Mary In verses 33-35 he stops addressing God and starts ad-
dressing Mary. Along the lines of things I have mentioned before, it is unusual that he
addresses Mary with these words instead of Joseph. When I’m out hiking and I see a man
and wife coming toward me, my usual practice is to say hi to the man first and then to the
wife. But this wasn’t a usual baby. Mary was His human mother, but Joseph was not His
human father. So this theme of Jesus’ virgin birth that has come up over and over and over
comes up again here, albeit again rather subtly. There are a few things I want to pull out
from Simeon’s words to Mary. First,...

IIC1. Falling and Rising in Israel READ v. 33-34 This language is also borrowed
from the Old Testament, Isaiah 8:14 and Hosea 14:9 in particular. I won’t read those. I
will read the last reference I gave you there: I Peter 2:6-8 is one of several New Testament
passages that talk about this falling and rising. It says, “Wherefore also it is contained in
the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, as we studied in Ephesians, that’s
Jesus elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded. 7 Unto you
therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which
the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, 8 And a stone of stumbling,
and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto
also they were appointed.” He’s precious to those of us who believe because He is our source
of eternal life. That’s the rising again in verse 34. He is a stone of stumbling, that is, He
is against those who won’t believe. That’s the fall in verse 34. So Simeon inspired by the
Spirit tells us there will be two groups of people: the ones who don’t believe in Him who
will fall and those who do believe in Him who will rise.

Transition: Next point...

IIC2. Sign Spoken Against READ v. 34, 35, skip parenthetical This language
implies opposition: Jesus will not be universally accepted. It’s interesting Simeon calls Him
a sign. Jesus later spoke of Himself as a sign. In Matthew 16:4, right after the Pharisees
and Sadducees ask Him for a sign, He answers, “A wicked and adulterous generation seeketh
after a sign; and there shall no sign be given unto it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas.”
That last phrase “the sign of the prophet Jonas” refers to His death, burial and resurrection.
Just as Jonah was effectively dead in the belly of the whale 3 days and 3 nights before the
whale vomited him out, so Jesus would be dead 3 days and 3 nights before He rose again.
So He calls His death, burial, and resurrection a sign. Simeon probably did not understand
that much detail, but he realized that even though they will get a sign, even though Jesus
will come back from the dead, people will still oppose Him.
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Notice in verse 35 the purpose of all of this: that that the thoughts of many hearts may be
revealed. Only God knows the heart. Friday night I watched a show called “The Profit.”
If you are familiar with Extreme Makeover and Extreme Makeover: Home Edition, The
Profit is basically extreme makeover small business edition. It stars a guy named Marcus
Lemonis who buys into a struggling small business and then helps its owners turn it around.
Friday’s episode involved a marshmallow company in Indiana, and Lemonis basically got
tricked. They came onto him like, “we want your expertise and your business skills to help
our business do better” when all they really wanted was his money and some publicity from
being on his show. He had to back out of the business deal once he realized he was tricked.
Sometimes you can trick man, but you can never trick God.

At this point in history, for someone who was sacrificing at the temple, you could not tell if
he was worshipping God in spirit and in truth, as Pastor preached on last Sunday, or if he
was just going through the motions. The same is true for people coming to church. If all
you know is they come to church, you can’t tell their heart. Another verse I am sure you
are familiar with, and one we referenced when we studied the sword in the spiritual armor
of Ephesians 6, is Hebrews 4:12: “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper
than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of
the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” Man
can’t know the heart, but God’s word can.

Transition: Finally, we have the parenthetical we skipped before...

IIC3. Suffering to Come That word “also” at the very end of the parenthetical is im-
portant because it implies that both Jesus and Mary will suffer. This is the first indication
anywhere in Luke that suffering will be involved. The idea of the suffering servant appears
many times in the Old Testament, but this is the first time it appears in Luke. Gabriel in
chapter 1 told Mary how great He would be and how His reign would never end. Elisabeth
blessed Mary when John moved in her womb. The shepherds rejoiced at the good tidings of
great joy that shall be to all people. Simeon does some of that too, but he also says there’s
going to be suffering. Today when we think of Jesus and Mary suffering we immediately
think of Jesus on the cross. John 19:25 tells us that Mary stood at the foot of the cross
and watched Him die. That’s one of the hardest things to do, watch someone you love die,
knowing you can’t do anything to stop it. I’ve told you before when my mom was getting
ready to die, the only thing I was really scared of was having to watch her die; I had no idea
how I would react to that. God gave me grace: she died while I went home for a couple of
hours to change clothes and eat, so I never had to watch her die. Simeon probably did not
know the details here, but God told him enough to know that they would have to suffer.

Transition: The last few verses in the passage move to another prophetess and her reaction
to seeing Jesus. That’s
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III. Anna’s Thanks READ v. 36-38 Like Simeon, Zacharias, Mary, and Elisabeth, Anna
is presented as a faithful Jew. We are unsure about her age. Most scholars take the number
given in verse 37, 84, to be her total age at this time, but notice it says “she was a widow of
about fourscore and four years,” so it could be the length of her widowhood. In that case,
to get her total age, we once again have to do some math. Verse 36 says she was married for
7 years, and as I’ve mentioned before women in this era usually got married when they were
about 14 years old. So if you add those up, 84 plus 7 plus 14, you get that she was about
105. A few of you probably really hope that is the correct interpretation because otherwise
scripture clearly says that if you are 84 years old you are “of great age,” that is, you are very
old.

Her exact age isn’t important. What is important is at the end of verse 37: she “departed
not from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day.” That is,
worshipping God was important to her. Prayer is a somewhat normal or usual means of
worshipping God; fasting is not. I Thessalonians says, “pray without ceasing;” it doesn’t
say “fast without ceasing.” Fasting is me saying “I have a big problem.” Some people say,
“fasting shows God I am serious.” No, you don’t have to show God that. He knows the
heart, so He already knows that. It’s really a way to say to yourself that you’re serious about
seeking the Lord. I’ve only truly fasted 1 time in my life. That was over 13 years ago, and I
don’t really want to go into the details about that. We don’t know what Anna was fasting
about, but if she was in cahoots with Simeon and the faithful Jewish community it probably
had to do with the Christ who was about to come.

Finally, notice in verse 38, “And she coming in that instant gave thanks.” Just like Simeon
was moved by the Holy Spirit to come into the temple at the exact time that Jesus would
be there, and just like Zacharias had the lot fall to him to offer the incense offering on the
day the angel would appear to him, so Anna comes into the room at exactly the right time.

Conclusion

As a final thought, all of these people were led by God to be in exactly the right place at
exactly the right time, but they had to choose to follow the Spirit, or else these events would
not have happened. Last week I emphasized the authority of scripture. The Holy Spirit and
scripture have the same source, so they will never lead contrary to each other. Stay true to
scripture and follow the Lord. That’s the application of this passage to me and you as well.
As I mentioned at the beginning, I am getting ready to step away for a few weeks. We got
Jesus born. Usually it takes 9 months to get a child born; we did it in only 2. In 4 weeks,
Lord willing and the church don’t rise, we’ll continue with His growth and preparation.
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