
An Introduction to Luke (Luke 1:1-4)

Sunday school March 27, 2016

As I mentioned last week, our search for an Ephesians chapter 7 came back void, so it’s time
to start something new. We have just finished a study on the riches we have because we
are in Christ (that’s the theme of Ephesians), so the next topic is Jesus Christ Himself; the
person who became poor so that we can be rich. I’m not going to apologize for what we are
going to do next, but I will say I tried everything I could to talk myself out of doing what we
are going to do next. I told myself, “there’s no way you can finish this study in 1 quarter!”
No certainly not, probably even in 1 year or maybe even 2 years. I told myself, “you don’t
want to do one of the gospels now while Pastor is doing John.” There are many ways to
study Our Lord without doing studying a complete gospel, but that’s why the Holy Spirit
gave the gospels: so that we can know Christ better. I told myself, “Brother Jack is doing
the 2nd half of this treatise in the Sunday school lessons he is bringing. You don’t want to
do the first half while Jack is doing the 2nd half.” But all of my efforts failed because it’s
what the Holy Spirit led me to do. So have you figured out what book we’re going to study
next yet? (Luke) We’ll do the introduction today and, good Lord willing and the church
don’t rise, we’ll start into the narrative itself next week.

So I want to call your attention to READ Luke 1:1-4. These 4 verses form an introduction
or preface to the entire book. Such an introduction was common in those days. Back then
they didn’t have books like we do today; everything was written on scrolls. So you couldn’t
look at the cover of the book to get an idea as to what was in the book; you had to read the
first few lines of the scroll.

In this introduction, the key word is the word “order.” It appears twice in these 4 verses, once
in verse 1 “to set forth in order a declaration of those things which are most surely believed
among us,” and again in verse 3 “to write unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus.”
So Luke is telling us that he has written a gospel that is ordered; that is, it is logical. It is
designed to appeal to the mind. We know salvation is not in the mind; it’s not intellectual;
it’s by believing. But if you’re trying to point someone to faith, the mind, a logical argument
from evidence, is a pretty good place to start. When I teach Bible, I usually do it verse-
by-verse, taking things in the order that the Holy Spirit gave them. For me it is easier to
understand that way. If I am listening to a Bible teacher or preacher who goes to all sorts of
texts, I have a hard time following that even if it is bibically sound. So Luke is emphasizing
that his gospel is logically ordered, and probably for that reason Luke is actually my favorite
of the four gospels. Luke was a physician. He wrote in a scholarly, scientific, precise writing
style. I am a mathematician. I like scholarly, scientific, precise writing styles. So I’ve been
wanting to do a detailed study of Luke for many years, and this is my first real chance to do
it.
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Also along the lines of order and scholarly writing, notice the phrase in verse 2. READ v.
2 Unlike some of the other gospel writers such as John, Luke did not personally witness the
events contained in his gospel. In his writings, Luke does not come on the scene until about
halfway through Acts. That’s the significance of the “we” passages in Acts that Jack either
has pointed out or will point out in his study of Acts. So the book of Luke is a result of
careful research, not a personal eyewitness. Along those lines, notice in verse 1, “forasmuch
as MANY have taken in hand....” So there are many other sources that he has drawn material
from. Also in verse 3, “It seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all
things from the very first.” So, as aided by the Holy Spirit, his understanding of the Lord’s
earthly ministry is perfect, that is, complete. So through much research, aided by the Holy
Spirit, Luke has produced an accurate, thorough, detailed, orderly account of the Lord’s
earthly ministry.

In terms of the gospel’s contents, the key verse in the gospel of Luke is one you probably
have memorized: Luke 19:10, “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which
was lost.” Each of the 4 gospels emphasizes a different aspect of our Lord. For example,
the gospel of Matthew emphasizes Jesus, the Messianic King. The key phrase in Matthew is
“the kingdom of heaven;” it appears 33 times in the gospel of Matthew and never in any of
the other gospels. There are some other phrases that mean the same thing that appear in
the other gospels (such as kingdom of God), but kingdom of heaven does not appear in any
of the other gospels. Mark presents Jesus the teacher and miracle worker. If you read the
gospel of Mark, it is basically a rapid-fire blow by blow account of Christ’s teachings and
miracles. John presents Jesus the Son of God; it emphasizes His deity. That’s the purpose of
the “I AM” sayings in John; Christ is identifying Himself with the God of the Old Testament
who appeared to Moses. Luke presents Jesus the Savior and Son of Man; it emphasizes His
humanity. That’s why Luke starts with an account of His birth whereas John starts “in the
beginning” in eternity past. Jesus’ existence did not start at Bethlehem, but that’s when He
took on a robe of flesh and became man. So that theme is encapsulated in that one verse,
Luke 19:10.

There are a couple more items to note in this introduction. First, the direct recipient of
this gospel is identified in verse 3 as Theophilus, a name that translates to “lover of God.”
Because of the translation, many people have speculated that the name Theophilus was not
a specific person but a placeholder for a general audience. I don’t think that. Theophilus
was a common name at that time; many people were named Theophilus. We don’t know
which one specifically he was writing to. It’s like if I write a letter to Jim. It might be the
Jim in the back of the room, but I also have an uncle named Jim and a professor friend up at
Liberty named Jim. There are a lot of Jims today just like there were a lot of Theophilus’s
back then. Regardless, this gospel was not intended just for a single person but was trying
to convince any lover of God (in general) to be a lover of Christ (specifically).
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That finally leads to the purpose of the gospel. READ v. 4 This is my goal for myself and
also for you for this study. We have all been instructed in Jesus, who He is and what He
did. Some of us have been instructors in these things. I want us to know for a certainty the
things wherein we have been instructed, to grow in our faith of the Lord Jesus Christ. So
I’m looking forward to this study to increase the certainty of my faith, and I hope you are
too. In case you’re counting: 4 verses down, 1147 to go.
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