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Over the last few months there have been many 
invitations within worship which offered a way for the 
congregation to respond to God’s calling.  I was able to 
ask Pastor Steve some questions about these 
experiences.  Here is what he shared.

Why did you choose to give an invitation to 
come forward on that particular Sunday?

As I was preparing for the series, The Me I Want 
to Be¸ I wondered if  God would lead us to a time 
when I would call people to come forward to 
enter or re-enter the flow of  the Spirit. 
Originally my thought was that this kind of  
invitation might happen on the last Sunday of  
the series, which was March 22. But as I 
prepared for March 8, I asked the Lord what he 
had in mind, and the idea wouldn’t go away. So 
on Saturday I sent Vikki O’Hara a text message 
and asked her if  she and that Sunday’s prayer 
team might be available to take part in praying 
for and laying hands on those who came 
forward. And I called our custodian, Gama 
Silva, and asked if  he would set up a couple 
sections of  kneeling rail on each side of  the 
chancel. 

What did you hope the outcome of  the 
invitation would be? 

I confess my hopes weren’t very high. Based on 
previous experience, I figured there might be 
two to five people at each of  the services who 
would dare to come forward and have us lay 
hands on them and pray for them. 

What actually happened?

I was surprised. Between the two services I 
estimate about 45 people came forward. And 
I’m sure each person’s need and motivation was 
unique to them. That didn’t matter. We prayed 
for the Holy Spirit to fill them and that they 
would stay in the flow of  the Spirit. In some 
cases, I followed the thought that popped into 
my head; it may have been to pray for this 
person to put their faith in Jesus or to have an 
assurance of  salvation. I hope the Spirit was in 
that, leading the way. 

How did this kind of  invitation impact the 
congregation?

I believe it had a big impact on those who came 
forward. The renewing power of  the Spirit has 
filled them, so that they can more and more 
become deep, daring, daily disciples. And the 
feedback I received later has led me to believe 
that many who didn’t come forward were deeply 
moved, as well, just to see the response. Some 
are looking forward to a similar opportunity in 
the future when it may be their time to come 
forward and receive what God has for them. 

How did seeing such a great response impact 
you?

It renewed my confidence that the Holy Spirit is 
able to lead me, and I am able to listen. Both 
before and since March 8, I have been seeking 
the Lord more about what he wants to do, how 
he is calling people to himself, and how he wants  
me to extend that invitation on Sunday 
mornings. But if  only a few had come forward, 
that wouldn’t have been a disappointment. 

What is your hope/ prayer moving forward?
My hope and prayer is that FaithWestwood will 
be a church where God keeps surprising us, 
where many who are lost will be found, where 
those wandering far from God will be saved, 
where we experience the power of  the Spirit in 
our life together. 
And I hope and pray that all of  us at 
FaithWestwood will continue to respond to the 
invitation of  God’s Word and God’s Spirit. 

Responding  to God’s 

Calling
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DATES: LITTLE ANGELS CHERUBS BELL CHOIR THREEPOINT 
CHOIR

CHANCEL CHOIR

Next Rehearsal:
Stay Tuned for 

Information about 
Fall!!!

Stay Tuned for 
Information about 

Fall!!!

Stay Tuned for 
Information about 

Fall!!!

Next Rehearsal:
Information to 

come!

Next Rehearsal:
Wednesday  
7:30p.m.-8:30p.m. 

Sing in Worship: 
The first, second, and 
fourth Sundays of the 
month, at the 9 a.m. 
service.

CHOIR CORNER
Children’s Choirs

The Children’s Choirs have had an amazing year!  They did some very 
exciting things in the last few months to complete their year.  For 

example, on April 8th both the Little Angels and the Cherubs choirs sang 
at Maple Ridge Retirement Center.  It was a great experience and loved 

by many!      
The Chereb’s choir also sang with the Chancel choir on April 26th.  
It was a wonderful song brought to life by these two groups.  
 The children’s Choir season has drawn to an end for this school 

year.  
Both Sue and Jill are looking forward to another exciting year 

starting in August.  Please stay tuned for more information as we draw 
closer to fall!
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  SPOT LIGHT ON: 
The	  Communion	  Ladies

Lorriane Stalker, Judy Turner, and Bonnie Jacobson

I	  was	  blessed	  to	  have	  the	  opportunity	  to	  meet	  and	  
chat	  with	  the	  “Communion	  Ladies.	  “	  	  Check	  out	  what	  
I	  found	  out	  about	  these	  amazing	  women!

How	  long	  have	  you	  been	  setting	  up	  and	  cleaning	  
up	  Communion?
Bonnie:	  9	  years
Judy:	  4	  ½	  years
Lorriane:	  9	  years	  plus	  3	  years	  right	  after	  the	  church	  
was	  built.	  	  My	  Husband	  and	  Sister-‐in-‐law	  were	  on	  
the	  board	  who	  helped	  build	  the	  Iirst	  church	  known	  
as	  Faith	  Westwood.	  	  

How	  did	  you	  get	  started?
Bonnie:	  I	  wanted	  to	  have	  the	  little	  cups	  on	  Saturday	  
nights,	  and	  went	  to	  Jeff	  Dadisman	  and	  asked	  about	  
it.	  	  He	  told	  the	  ladies	  on	  the	  communion	  team	  that	  
she	  wanted	  to	  help.	  	  	  So	  the	  rest	  is	  history.
Judy:I	  	  knew	  Bonnie	  from	  Saturday	  nights	  and	  so	  
when	  Bonnie	  mentioned	  she	  needed	  help	  I	  jumped	  
in.
Lorriane:	  The	  Iirst	  time	  I	  started	  when	  the	  church	  
started	  until	  I	  had	  too	  many	  kids.	  	  Then	  I	  started	  
again	  when	  Suzanne	  Prock	  left	  town.	  	  Lorriane	  and	  
Bonnie	  picked	  up	  where	  Suzanne	  left	  off.	  .	  	  

Why	  do	  you	  do	  this	  each	  month	  and	  even	  more	  
during	  Lent?
Bonnie:	  	  I	  love	  it,	  it	  gives	  me	  enjoyment	  to	  set	  the	  
Lords	  table.	  	  
All:	  We’re	  doing	  something	  for	  God.	  	  We	  are	  very	  
picky	  on	  how	  we	  set	  that	  table.	  	  We	  just	  do	  it	  and	  
hope	  that	  we	  can	  do	  it	  for	  more	  years	  to	  come.	  	  

How	  has	  this	  piece	  of	  service	  helped	  you	  grow	  in	  
your	  walk	  with	  God?
Bonnie:	  	  We	  have	  a	  good	  team	  and	  it’s	  a	  great	  team.	  	  
Judy:	  By	  serving.	  It	  brings	  us	  closer.
Lorriane:	  I	  feel	  like	  I	  have	  a	  purpose	  for	  the	  church.	  	  

Anything	  else	  you’d	  like	  to	  add?
After	  we	  set	  up	  on	  Saturdays	  we	  go	  out	  to	  breakfast	  
and	  fellowship	  together.	  	  We	  go	  to	  lunch	  together	  
for	  our	  birthdays.	  	  	  Setting	  up	  for	  communion	  gives	  
us	  satisfaction.	  	  We	  love	  to	  set	  a	  beautiful	  table.	  	  We	  
do	  the	  laundry	  too.	  	  We	  even	  iron	  the	  cotton	  
napkins.	  
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WHY IS WORSHIP CENTRAL?

By Tim Hughs

1.1. Worship is our purpose

God has a purpose for our lives. We are not an accident 
of science or a cosmic mistake. We have been created 
for a purpose and that purpose is to worship. The 
Westminster Shorter Catechism proclaims that the 
‘chief end’ of humankind is to ‘glorify God and to enjoy 
him forever.’ Our purpose in life is found in bringing 
glory to God and knowing the joy of relationship with 
him.

The God who created us as an act of pure joy intends 
for us to know his love and to love him in response. In 
Ephesians, we see that before the creation of the world, 
God chose us to be in relationship with him and that our 
very existence is for 'the praise of his glory.’

Ephesians 1:4–6 says, ‘For he chose us in him before 
the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his 
sight. In love he predestined us to be adopted as his 
children through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his 
pleasure and will – to the praise of his glorious grace ...’

So, worship is central because God made us – not as a 
project to be discarded once creation was complete, but 
as children with whom he would share a powerful, 
ongoing relationship. And this relationship impacts 
everything.

Worship is the total alignment of our heart, soul, mind 
and strength with the will of God. It is our wholehearted 
response to God’s extravagant love and mercy. William 
Temple, the great Archbishop, wrote that, ‘Worship is 
the submission of all of our nature to God. It is the 
quickening of conscience by his holiness, nourishment 
of mind by his truth, purifying of imagination by his 
beauty, opening of the heart to his love, and submission 
of will to his purpose. And all this gathered up in 
adoration is the greatest of human expressions of which 
we are capable.’

You only have to take a quick look through the Bible to 
see just how profound the call to worship is:

When Abraham first encounters God, he is called to 
obedient sacrifice – an act of worship. When Moses 
leads the people out of Egypt, it is so that they can 

worship the Lord, and Miriam leads them in a song of 
worship. When Hannah hands over her much longed-for 
baby son, Samuel, to the Lord, she lifts up her voice to 
worship. When David dances before the Lord with all 
his might, it’s an act of worship. When Elijah calls 
down fire from heaven, it is in the context of worship. 
When Job loses everything, he falls to his knees in 
worship.

In the New Testament, when Mary knows that she is 
carrying in her womb Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the 
world, she worships. When the Wise Men greet the 
Christ child, they worship. When the infant Christ is 
presented to Simeon in the temple, he worships. When 
the disciples realise that Jesus Christ is the Lord, the 
Messiah, they worship him.

As Matt Redman writes, ‘When we face up to the glory 
of God, we find ourselves face down in worship.’

The truth is, everybody worships something. The 
English word ‘worship’ comes from the Anglo-Saxon 
‘weorthscipe’ which literally means to ascribe worth to 
something. If something captivates our heart’s affection, 
our mind’s attention and our soul’s ambition, it 
effectively has our worship.

However, our ultimate purpose is to worship God. You 
may have all the money in the world, every earthly 
possession you desire and still be left feeling flat and 
lost. Until we discover our purpose in God, we will 
never be satisfied. St Augustine once prayed ‘You have 
made us for yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are restless 
until they rest in you.’ In Jesus, we find the answer to 
the meaning of life. We have been made by the Maker 
and saved by the Saviour with the one extraordinary 
purpose of enjoying relationship with God.

Today, we are invited into the beautiful exchange that is 
worship, and here we find our true identity and purpose 
as worshippers of the living God.


