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Faith Witness
We, as disciples of Jesus Christ, live by faith to worship and
witness for Jesus through Christian love, fellowship and service.
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Holy Week ~ Easter Services
March 2018
TIME DATED MATERIALS

ARE YOU MOVING? BE SURE TO LET US KNOW

Pastor: Rev. Barbara Horikoshi-Firebaugh

Rules of the House
(to Ponder)
If you sleep on it…make it up.
If you wear it…hang it up.
If you eat out of it…wash it.
If you spill it…wipe it up.
If you turn it on…turn it off.
If you open it…close it.
If you move it…put it back.
If you break it…repair it.
If you empty it…fill it up.
If it rings…answer it.
Author
If it howls…feed it.
Unknown

Vakatawa: Watisoni Qereqeretabua

Dog Lessons for People

Palm/Passion Sunday
Worship at 11:00 am
March 25, 2018
Participation in this special
service by Faith’s
young people

Worship at 6:00 pm
March 30, 2018
Observing the Crucifixion of
Jesus through
Scripture, Prayer and Song

(Author Unknown)

Enjoy the simple pleasures of a walk.
Be loyal, faithful, and quick to forgive.
Sometimes it is best to sit close
and listen.
Follow your instincts.
Keep digging until you find what
you want.
Accept all of life’s treats with gratitude.
Love unconditionally.

Celebrating the Resurrection of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ
11:00 am Worship
Sunday, April 1, 2018
Plan to Attend These Special Services

Everyone is welcome!

Question: "What is the origin of the Easter
bunny and Easter eggs?"
Answer: It is commonly thought that the word Easter comes from a pagan figure
called Eastre (or Eostre) who was celebrated as the goddess of spring by the Saxons of
Northern Europe. The only problem with this theory is that it has no basis in history.
The existence of a goddess named Eastre or a spring festival in her honor is based on
pure conjecture. The same is true of the origin of the Easter bunny and Easter eggs—
no one knows for sure how these things became a part of Easter observances. The
most we can say is that the word Easter is probably related to the word east (ost in
German) and that the Saxons had a month they called Eosturmononath.
The legend of the Easter bunny bringing eggs appears to have been brought to
the United States by settlers from Germany. The German tradition of the Easter bunny
(or Oschter Haws) migrated to America in the 1700s, accompanying German
immigrants, many of whom settled in Pennsylvania. Over the past 200 years, the
Easter bunny has become the most commercially recognized symbol of Easter in the
United States. Other countries use other animals as the symbol of Easter, such as the
cuckoo (in Switzerland).
In legend, the Easter bunny, also called the Easter hare and the spring bunny,
brings baskets filled with colored eggs, candy, and sometimes toys to the homes of
children on the night before Easter, in much the same way as Santa Claus is said to
deliver presents on Christmas Eve. The Easter Bunny will either put the baskets in a
designated place or hide them somewhere in the house or garden for the children to
find when they wake up in the morning, giving rise to the tradition of the Easter egg
hunt. Obviously, none of this comes from the Bible.
Should Christian parents allow their children to participate in traditional activities that
refer to the Easter bunny? This is a question both parents and church leaders struggle
with. There is nothing essentially evil about the Easter bunny. What is important is our
focus. If our focus is on Christ and not the Easter bunny, our children will understand
that, like Santa Claus, the Easter bunny is merely a symbol. Easter should be a time to
reflect upon and celebrate the resurrection of Christ. (Source: gotQuestion?org)

Healing Service
Last Sunday Each Month
On the last Sunday of every month there is a Healing Service as
part of the regular worship service. There are prayer stations
where you can go to be anointed with oil (if you desire) and be
prayed for. There will be candles for you light, as well.
This service has been well participated in by those in attendance
on the last Sunday. Plan to attend on the last Sunday of the month
and be a part of this special moment in worship.
All are invited! Invite your family and friends, too! Come and
join us for this ministry.

The Great Three Days
These days are sometimes called the Triduum or Pasch.
They are from sunset Holy Thursday through sunset Easter Day
and are the climax of Lent (and the whole Christian year) and a
bridge to the Easter Season. These days proclaim the paschal
mystery of Jesus Christ’s passion, death, and resurrection.
During these days, the community journeys with Jesus from the
upper room, to the tomb, and to the garden. They are seen as a
great unified service beginning with a service of Holy
Communion on Holy Thursday and concluding the services of
Easter Day.
These services may be connected with a prayer vigil
lasting from Holy Thursday evening (or Good Friday) until the
forest service of Easter.
(from The United Methodist Book of Worship, page 320)

This Month in History…March

Lectionary Scriptures
Readings for March, 2018
Read these ahead of time so
that you are prepared for
worship

March 4: 3rd Sunday in Lent
Numbers 22:22-34; Matthew 5:21-22;
Ephesians 4:26-5:2
“Anger – We’ve All Been Angry”
March 11: 4th Sunday in Lent
Proverbs 6:6-11; Matthew 26:40-41,
45-46; Ephesians 5:8, 13-16;
1Peter 5:6-9
“Sloth”
March 18: 5th Sunday in Lent
Mark 7:20-23; Galatians 5:19-26;
Titus 3:1-7
“Envy Destroys Us”
March 25: 6th Sunday in Lent
Passion/Palm Sunday
Matthew 21:1-11
Worship Led by Children, Youth
and Young Adults

1. Pat Tolley…recovering from hospital
stay and illness
2. Don Catlin…recovering from
fractured hip
3. Rev. Don Hougland...grieving his
death
4. Jim & Joan Miller…continuing
prayer for healing and strength
5. Mary Dess…healing and strength
6. Carol Saylor…continuing prayer for
encouragement and healing
7. Celia Garcia…comfort and
encouragement
8. Barbara Granum…strength and
encouragement
9. Rev. Barbara and the Church Council
as they work throughout the year
to handle the business of Faith
Church.
A number of members of the Faith
family are not able to attend worship.
Please remember them in your prayers:
Don Catlin, Mary Dess, Celia Garcia,
Barbara Granum, Joan & Jim Miller
Jan Ramsey, Carol Saylor, Pat Tolley

March 1, 1781: Formal ratification
of the Articles of Confederation
announced by Congress; Congress
was the sole governing body of the
new American national government.
Remained in effect until 1789.
March 1, 1961: President John
Kennedy established the Peace
Corps.
March 4, 1681:
King Charles II
granted a huge tract of land in the
New World to William Penn that
later became Pennsylvania.
“and”
The first meeting of the new Congress
under the new U.S. Constitution took
place in New York City.
March 10, 1862: The first issue of
U.S. government paper occurred as
$5, $10 and $10 bills began
circulation.
“and”
The Salvation Army was founded in
the United States. The social service
organization was first founded in
England by William booth and
operates today in 90 countries.
(Source: www.historyplace.com)

In
Loving
Memory
Rev. Don Hougland
Died February 4, 2018
The Faith Family extends its
sympathy to the family of Rev. Don
Hougland.

“And I will dwell in the house of
the Lord forever.”
Psalm 23:6b
CORRECTION

The memorial service for
Mitchell Malekian is scheduled for
Saturday, March 24, 2018 at 11:00
am.
The service will be held at
Faith United Methodist Church.

"Are the Seven Deadly Sins Within You?"
"Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your heart,
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; rend your
hearts and not your clothing." Joel 2:12-13

What does it mean to “Keep a Holy Lent”? Lent is a time of
preparation for Easter. Are you preparing yourself for the celebration of Easter? We are ALL
sinners! We cannot say, “My sin is not as bad as your sin,” because we all fall short of the glory
of God. Sin is anything that keeps us separated from God and keeps us from having an
intimate relationship with God. Lent is the perfect time to reflect on our lives. Do the hard, deep
work of discerning what keeps you separated from God? And what will you do about the barrier
that separates you from God? We, you and I, all have something that keeps us from that
intimate relationship! Remember the words from 1 John 1:8-10 – “If we say we have no sin, we

deceive ourselves, and the truth is NOT in us. If we confess our sins he, who is faithful and just
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have NOT
sinned, we make Him as a liar, and his word is NOT in us.”
This Lenten season, we are preaching on 5 of the 7 Deadly Sins: Pride, Greed, Anger,
Sloth, and Envy. The other two are Lust and Gluttony. Are any of these Sins preventing
you from drawing closer to God? The season of Lent calls us to search within ourselves to the
place where we need to make room for God's new creation. What must we let go of; what
doesn't serve us any longer; and what do we keep holding on to that is really preventing us from
living the abundant, new life God has in store for us?
Deep, deep within our souls, there is a place which longs for that intimate connection with
God. God beckons us, knocks on the door of our heart, and keeps knocking until we answer.
In prayer, we descend the staircase leading us to the very center of God's heart; where, too, we
knock on God's door of His Heart. Ever deeper we go; Heart speaks to heart; where the words
of the Prophet Joel reach our very being: "Rend your hearts!" Oh, God, our hearts have broke
open for you; broken for we have wronged you; and have fallen so short of your expectations.
Change our hearts, oh, God; melt us and mold us into your image, so people can see you in us.
Lent is a time of spiritual growth, a time of spiritual housecleaning, a time of renewed
passion in serving our Lord. Ask God to come into your heart to soften those hardened places;
and make you into the person He created you to be. We all have those hardened places (some
of us more than others); those hardened walls keep not only God out; but, also keep others out,
as well.
Pray with God daily, going ever deeper, so that God is in you, and you are in God; you are
one in spirit! Sit in the silence and listen for God's still small voice. Don't make prayer a
monologue where you do all the talking; not giving God any time to talk. Break open your heart
for God, for He likes "a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart" (Psalm 51:17). Gather with
others in prayer; going deeper and deeper together, lifting each other above the concerns of the
day. Fast and pray to discern God's will for your life and the life of Faith Church.
May your Lenten devotional practices bring you ever deeper to the Heart of God. May you
open yourself, exposing a deeper place, making changes that go straight to the essence of who
you are. God is able to change you from the inside out; all you have to do is let God in.
March 30th is Good Friday! I pray that you will join us at 6:00 pm for our moving service of
remembering what Jesus went through for each and every one of us, including YOU! We
cannot have Easter without Good Friday! You would not be redeemed and a recipient of eternal
life without Jesus’ sacrifice! The journey through Lent is a spiritual journey of the heart, the
heart of God, who loved so much that “he gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes in
Him may not perish but may have eternal life” (John 3:16).

Lenten blessings,
Rev. Barbara
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