
THE LORD’S DAY WORSHIP 

DECEMBER 3, 2017 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Worship          10:45 a.m. 

  

 

 

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 

God’s peace to you this morning. The Faith family welcomes you! Please fill out 

the information on the welcome book so we can include you in the life of Faith 

Presbyterian Church.  May God grant us a glimpse of His splendor as we worship 

Him together. 

A fully staffed nursery and special needs ministry is available during all services. 

Please remember to turn off or silence any electronic devices. 

+Please stand if able 

 

 

 

USHERS 
*Rick Sullivan, Will Allen, Peter Kinsey, Rob McCreary,  

Tim Slay, Mike Powell, and **J.D. Hewitt 
*Head Usher, **Assistant Usher 

 

GREETERS 
David Fearn and Clint Gardner 

 



Preparation for Worship 

“And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus.  He 

will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the 

throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 

there will be no end.” Luke 1:31-33 

 

Saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and 

have come to worship him.” Matthew 2:2 

 

And over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the 

Jews.” Matthew 27:37 

 

Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The 

kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign 

forever and ever.” Revelation 11:15 

 

 

 

“The one principle of Hell is – ‘I am my own.’” – George MacDonald 

  

“There is not an inch of any sphere of life over which Jesus Christ does not say, ‘Mine.’” 

 – Abraham Kuyper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE ADVENT WREATH 

Over the centuries many traditions and observances have developed throughout the Church to 

help us celebrate the nativity of Christ. The lighting of the candles in the Advent Wreath on 

the four Sundays before Christmas in anticipation of the coming of Christ can add renewed 

joy and meaning to our worship. 

The circle of the wreath represents God's eternity- Who was, and is, and ever will be.  

The evergreen symbolizes God's gift of eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

The pink candle represents joy. 

The three purple candles represent hope, faith, and peace.  

The center white candle represents Jesus Christ, the Light of the World. 



THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
The Prelude         

Matters of Church Life 

The Lighting of the First Advent Candle               The Worth Simmons family 

+The Call to Worship                                            Psalm 95:1-3 
 

Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; 

    let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 

Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 

    let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 

For the Lord is a great God, 

    and a great King above all gods. 

+The Hymn of Praise                               (stanzas 1, 3 & 4)  Hymn No. 125 
 

Joy to the World! 
 

Joy to the world! the Lord is come; let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room,  

And heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns; let men their songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains, repeat the sounding joy,  

Repeat the sounding joy,  

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow  

Far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness,  

And wonders of His love, and wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders of His love. 

Missions Moment                       The Missions Team  

Corporate Prayer  

 
 



+The Hymn of Thanksgiving                                                                                       (stanzas 1, 2 & 4) Hymn No. 131 
 

Angels, from the Realms of Glory 
 

Angels, from the realms of glory,  

Wing your flight o'er all the earth; 

Ye who sang creation's story,  

Now proclaim Messiah's birth: 

Come and worship, come and worship.  

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 

Shepherds, in the fields abiding,  

Watching o'er your flocks by night, 

God with man is now residing,  

Yonder shines the infant Light: 

Come and worship, come and worship.  

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 

Saints before the altar bending,  

Watching long in hope and fear, 

Suddenly the Lord, descending,  

In His temple shall appear: 

Come and worship, come and worship.  

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

Presentation of Tithes & Offerings 

The Offertory                                           Lynne Lofton, Instrumental 
 

I Cannot Tell Why 
Irish Melody 
 

I cannot tell why He whom angels worship 

Should set His love upon the souls of men, 

Or why as Shepherd He should seek the wanderers, 

To bring them back, they know not how nor when. 

But this I know that He was born of Mary 

When Bethlehem’s manger was His only home, 

And that He lived at Nazareth and labored; 

And so the Savior, Savior of the world, has come. 

+The Doxology and Prayer of Dedication 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Him, all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 



+Hymn of Preparation                                                                                       (stanzas 1, 2 & 4) Hymn No. 123 
 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel,  

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here,  

Until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer.  

Our spirits by Thine advent here, 

Disperse and gloomy clouds of night,  

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind  

All peoples in one heart and mind; 

Bid envy, strife and quarrels cease,  

Fill all the world with heaven’s peace. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

The Scripture                                 Psalm 2 
 

1 Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 
2 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, 

    against the Lord and against his Anointed, saying, 
3 “Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us.” 
 

4 He who sits in the heavens laughs;  

the Lord holds them in derision. 
5 Then he will speak to them in his wrath,  

and terrify them in his fury, saying, 
6 “As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.” 
 

7 I will tell of the decree: The Lord said to me, “You are my Son; 

    today I have begotten you. 
8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, 

    and the ends of the earth your possession. 
9 You shall break them with a rod of iron 

    and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.” 
 

10 Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth. 
11 Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. 
12 Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, 

    for his wrath is quickly kindled. 

Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 



The Sermon                                                             The Coming of King Jesus 
The Rev. Russ Hightower 

Notes: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Knowing Jesus Changes Everything 
Greatest Commandment (Dt.6:5; Mk.12:30) 
heart, soul, mind & strength – the whole person 

 

Hearts (worship): falling in love with Jesus (Lk.24:32) 
Minds (Bible study): thinking like Jesus (Rom.12:2) 

Hands (missions): living like Jesus (Jn.13:14) 



 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
Faith Presbyterian Church welcomes all Christians who trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, who are willing 

to forsake their sin, and who are members of Christ’s Church to receive the Lord’s Supper with us.  

Taking the Lord’s Supper 
We encourage you to spend this time in prayerful meditation with the Lord, repenting (as the confession 

says) "of your particular sins, particularly." We come to this meal first and foremost to meet with Him. As 

the elders dispense the elements, you may partake as the Lord leads you. 

Prayers 

For those taking the Lord’s Supper for the first time:  If you are not a Christian, but would like to place 

your faith in Christ today, use the prayer below to commit yourself to the Lord before participating in the 

Lord’s Supper. 

Prayer of Belief. Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever dared 

admit, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. Thank you for 

paying my debt on the cross and offering me complete forgiveness. Knowing that you have been 

raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. 

For those not taking the Lord’s Supper: If you are not a Christian, instead of participating in 

communion, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer, using the prayer printed below. We hope that 

this time is helpful to you as you consider your relationship with Jesus Christ and with his people. 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth. Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and the life. 

Please guide me, teach me and open me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding 

of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. 

 

 

 

 

 

+The Hymn of Communion                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       (stanzas 3 & 4) Hymn No. 124 
 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
 

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, Born to set Thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in Thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, Hope of all the earth Thou art; 

Dear Desire of ev’ry nation, Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 
 

Born Thy people to deliver, Born a Child, and yet a King, 

Born to reign in us forever, Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By Thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 

By Thine all sufficient merit, Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

The Sacrament of Communion 
Communion wafers are gluten free 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Benediction                                2 Corinthians 13:14 

The Organ Postlude 

 



Opportunities to Serve:

Sunday, December 3 
 

Nursery: 
Babies & Toddlers- 
Sue Magee 
     

2’s & 3’s- 
Chad & Anna Smith 
 

Children’s Church: 
Jeremy & Stefanie Orr 
 

Wednesday, December 6 
 

2’s & 3’s at 6:20pm- 
No Wednesday Activities 
 

Sunday, December 10 
 

Nursery: 
Babies & Toddlers- 
Karen Braden 
     

2’s & 3’s- 
Amanda Hightower 
 

6PM Choir Christmas Program: 
Tom & Lindsey Abdalla 
 

Children’s Church: 
Mike & Rachel Powell 
 

Wednesday, December 13 
No Wednesday Activities 

Special Needs Ministry 
 

Sunday, December 3: 
(No Wednesday Supper or Activities) 

Lissa Boerner 
 

Sunday, December 10: 
(No Wednesday Supper or Activities) 

Kristen Dickey 
 

Sunday, December 17: 
(No Wednesday Supper or Activities) 

Brandy Johnson 
 

Announcements: 

There will be a CONGREGATIONAL MEETING immediately following this morning’s worship 
service. The purpose of the meeting is to elect deacons. The nominees eligible for election are: Woody 
Breeland, Andy Montgomery, Joey Norton, Terry Reid, and Tommy Stewart. 

SUNDAY NIGHT COMMUNITY GROUP will meet this evening at 6:00 at Lawrie Gulley’s (505 

Storm Avenue). 

Today is FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY!  Collection baskets are in the foyer and the fellowship hall.  

Delivery will be this Tuesday, December 12th at 10:00 a.m. If you would like to help, please meet in the 
fellowship hall.  

JOY CLUB BUS TRIP this Thursday, December 7th to the Topisaw General Store! All ladies are 
invited… the bus leaves the church at 11:00 a.m. 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR DRESS REHEARSAL is this Saturday, December 9th at 3:30 p.m. in the 

sanctuary. ADULTS at 4:00 p.m. 

Please join our Sanctuary and Children’s Choirs as they present “FOR UNTO US” next Sunday, 

December 10th at 6:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. 

DIACONATE MEETING – Wednesday, December 13th at 7:30 p.m. in the conference room. 

SENIOR SAINTS’ CHRISTMAS PARTY – Thursday, December 14th at 6:00 p.m. in the 
fellowship hall. Guests are welcome! Be sure to RSVP by this Thursday. 

LOCAL OUTREACH OPPORTUNITY – We will be passing out turkey vouchers at Outreach 

Ministries on Thursday, December 21. If you would like to be involved in this “hands on” ministry, 

please be at Outreach Ministries (new location: 216 W. Court St.) by 12:30pm. If you aren’t able to join 
that day, another way to serve is to donate $20 towards the purchase of turkeys for those in need in our 
community this Christmas season. 

 



We hope you will join us for our CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT COMMUNION 

SERVICE on Sunday, December 24 at 6:00 p.m. 

MISSIONS UPDATE: Through November 26th we have received $82,236 of this year’s $119,353 Faith 
Promise. This means, in order for our 2017 budget to be met, we are hopeful that approximately $37,000 
will come in during these final weeks of the year. Please prayerfully consider your Faith Promise and 
continue to pray for our missionaries and ministries.  

ANNUAL STAFF CHRISTMAS GIFT - Each year at this time the congregation is asked to consider 
contributing toward a gift for the Faith Presbyterian Church staff. If you would like to give toward this 
year’s staff Christmas gift, please make your check payable to the church and write in the memo “staff 
gift.” 

PCA MINISTERIAL RELIEF OFFERING - This offering goes to disabled PCA pastors and the 
widows of PCA pastors & missionaries who are in dire need of financial assistance from the Body of Christ.  
Please prayerfully consider giving a gift to this important ministry. Checks may be made payable to the 

church with “Ministerial Relief Offering” written in the memo area. 

LADIES’ TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY resumes January 9th at 9:00 a.m. in the church library.  The 
new study is Joshua: All God’s Good Promises by Kathleen Buswell Nielson. If you would like one of the 
study books, please let Judith know as quickly as possible. Books need to be ordered by mid-December. 
Also, if you would like to order one of the Transformed: Life-taker to Life-giver books by Karen Hodge & 
Susan Hunt, please let Judith know. She will be placing that order mid-December, as well. 

Events: 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

This Week 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Sun. December 3  First Sunday of Advent 
 

Sun. December 3  Communion & Food Pantry Sunday          Worship/ 
    Collection baskets are available for your donations      Women of Faith 
 

Sun. December 3  Congregational Meeting to elect Deacons 
    Following morning worship 
 

Sun. December 3  Choir Rehearsal              Worship 
4:30PM   Sanctuary 
 

Sun. December 3  Sunday Night Community Group    Discipleship 
6:00PM   Lawrie Gulley’s (505 Storm Avenue) 
 

Thu. December 7  Joy Club Bus Trip to Topisaw General Store       Women of Faith 
11:00AM   Church’s south parking lot 
 

Sat. December 9  Choir Dress Rehearsal             Worship 
3:30PM   Sanctuary 
 
 
 
 
 
 



_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Upcoming… Mark your calendars now! 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Sun. December 10  Choir Christmas Program           Worship 
6:00PM   Sanctuary 
 

Tue. December 12  Food Pantry delivery          Women of Faith 
10:00AM   Fellowship hall 
 

Wed. December 13  Diaconate meeting 
7:30PM   Conference room 
 

Thu. December 14  Sr. Saints’ Christmas Banquet           Helping Hands 
6:00PM   Fellowship hall 
 

Thu. December 21  Christmas Turkey Outreach          Helping Hands/ 
12:30PM   Outreach Ministries (new location: 216 W. Court St.)         Missions 
 

Sun. December 24  Christmas Eve Morning Worship Service                   Worship 
10:00AM   No Sunday School or Children’s Church 
 

Sun. December 24  Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service                  Worship 
6:00PM   Church sanctuary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS 

The poinsettias in the foyer this morning are given to the glory of God in celebration 

of Bill & Jimmie Sistrunk’s 60th wedding anniversary, and in honor of their daughter, 

Mary Jane.  

If you are able to provide flowers for one or more Sundays during the year, please sign up by placing 

your name next to the open date on the flower calendar posted on the bulletin board next to the 

Youth office. The calendar is posted on the bulletin board by the water fountain next to the Youth 

office. 



DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
If you or someone else is missing from this month’s list of celebrations or if a date is incorrect, please call the 
church office and let Judith know. This list is posted on the bulletin board across from the church work room. 

 
December 1 
 Nick Helmstetter 
 
December 2 
 Jackson Carter 
 Tess Dykes 
 Cory Patterson 
 Bea Reynolds 
 Will Simmons 
 
December 3 
 Denver & Hattie Goodson 
 Billy & Diane Hay 
 Bill & Jimmie Sistrunk 
 
December 4 
 Jason Anding 
  
December 5 
 Carol Massengill 
 Rebecca Peavey 
 
December 6 
 Helen Lynch 
 
December 8 
 Tommy Tynes 
 
December 12 
 Jon Allbritton 
 James Belk 
 Caleb Wallace 
 
December 13 
 Kristy Sessums 
 
December 14 
 Olivia Hodgson 
 Tanya Merrell 
 
December 15 
 Grant James 
 
December 16 
 Sam & LeAnne McDonald 
 
December 18 
 Herschell Gaddy 
 John & Helen Lynch  

December 19 
 Dylan Farris 
 Wyatt Scott 
 
December 21 
 Rob McCreary 
 Ernie & Mary Clark 
 Tom & Lynn DeHuff 
 
December 22 
 Aaron Ebbers 
 Chad Oberschmidt 
 Cynthia Sprague 
 Lily Kingston Smith 
 
December 23 
 Martin & Amy Cooley 
 Justin Estess 
  
December 24 
 Joe Gibson 
 
December 25 
 Lance Mize 
 
December 26 
 Kate Estess 
  
December 27 
 Charles Fearn 
 Elizabeth Fearn Woods 
 Tim Johnson 
 
December 28 
 David & Sylvia Campbell 
 
December 29 
 Stephen Carroll 
 
December 30 
 Robb & Fran Massengill 
 John & Karen Thomas 
 
December 31 
 Lynn Campbell 
 Kellie Patti 

 
 



 
 


