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From Deb’s Desk
When you receive this
newsletter, Easter will
still be three weeks
away. Three weeks was
an eternity when I was
a child. Now that I’m
much older and perhaps a bit wiser, the
wait is a good thing.

rise — could it be? And
then finally joy that “Yes,
Jesus is alive, he is risen,
just like he said.”

This is the Good
News— once we
were no people, now
we are God’s people.

Throughout this Lenten
season, we have been
“Looking for love” and
hopefully it’s been in
the right places. As we
continue in this Lenten
season, we will continue this journey. We will
go through the agony
of betrayal and denial,
through the horrible
killing of Jesus by crucifixion and then tiptoe to
the tomb to find that
the stone is rolled away
and Jesus is no longer
there.
What shock! What dismay! What hopefulness! What joy!
That is how it turned —
shock that the stone
was rolled away, shock
and dismay that Jesus
was no longer in the
tomb. But then an inkling that he did say after three days he would

This is the Good News—
the light shines in the
darkness and the darkness can never put it
out.

In our baptisms God
claims us and says,
“You are mine. You
belong to me.”
Through Jesus’ birth,
death, and resurrection, we are reminded over and over
that we belong to
God. My friends, believe! Believe that
you belong to God
now and forevermore.

Jesus is the ultimate love
and he gives to us love
that is so amazing, so
unconditional, so totally
beyond anything we can
really even hope for or
imagine.
And so we proclaim:
This is the Good News—
the grave is empty.

And may your Lenten
journey fill you with
hope and peace as
you await the Good
News of Jesus’ resurrection!
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Readying Faith’s Garden for Year 5
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Mark May 6 & May 27 on your calendar
We at Faith are
called to be stewards
of God’s
resources
and to
reach out
to share
our gifts
with all
God’s
people.
One way
we do
both is
through the cultivation of a vegetable
garden on our
grounds. This 2017
season will be our 5th
year of planting, harvesting, and sharing
what we grow. During the growing season, we are able to
share the garden produce with our food
cupboard guests,
neighbors, and members.

“Children are
welcome to join
adults and share
in the joy of
planting,
watering, and
later watching the
plants grow to
produce
vegetables to eat
and share with

You can help! My
grandmother always
said, “Many hands
make light work,” and
this will be true if you
join our garden team
this season. On Saturday, May 6 at 10
a.m. w e w ill meet
to prepare the garden

others.”
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beds and plant
some early crops of
lettuce, radishes, carrots, and onions. We
are hopeful we may
receive some Presbytery grant funds to
allow us to make
some garden improvements that day.
We want to stack our
current 9 shallow boxes and deepen the
amount of soil in each
one. Additionally, we
need to do some
weeding, and add
mulch around the existing garden beds. If
you can help on May
6, bring rakes, shovels, weed diggers, and
work gloves if you
have them.
We use the concept of square foot
gardening, where our
seeds are planted
compactly in marked
off square foot sections. All we need
when we do our later
planting on Saturday, May 27 at 10
a.m. are gardening
gloves plus watering
cans. We will provide
seeds, set plants, and
garden bed plans.

Children are welcome to join adults
and share in the joy
of planting, watering,
and later watching the
plants grow to produce vegetables to
eat and share with
others.
Our garden can
always use volunteers throughout
the summer months
who can water and
pull weeds. You need
not have permission
to spend time in the
garden! There is a
bench where you can
rest under a tree, a
bird bath often visited
by song birds who
make their nests
around the church
grounds. The picnic
table, swings, and
play structure nearby
make this spot perfect
for enjoying time outdoors for any of us.
It’s a great place to
sit quietly, have a picnic lunch with your
kids or grand kids, or
to sing or pray on
your own! Come to
the garden and see
what’s there to enjoy
and share.
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Greetings and a blessed Lenten
season from the Faith Worship
and Spiritual Nurture Committee. As we progress through
this time of reflection and anticipation, the committee would
like to inform you of some upcoming Holy Week events and
some things we’re working on
this year.
On Sunday, April 9th we will be
celebrating Palm and Passion
Sunday. This is a day to not
only recall Jesus’ triumphant
entrance into Jerusalem, but to
remember the pain that our
Lord and Savior endured on our
behalf. To simply celebrate
Christ’s resurrection on Easter

Sunday does not do justice to
the ultimate sacrifice of God’s
only son. Please join us in worship on this holy day.
We will once again hold a worship service on Maundy Thursday, April 13th at 7:00pm with a
celebration of the Last Supper
and foot washing. It is at this
service when we recall the last
time Jesus ate with his disciples
prior to his crucifixion and foretold of the events that were to
come. The Communion elements at this service reminder
us that Jesus is the sacrificial
Lamb. When Jesus humbles
himself and washes the feet of
his disciples we learn that in

order to be great one must be
willing to serve. The lowly task
of cleansing another’s feet
shows that we are willing to
help those in need, as Jesus
spent his life teaching us.
Good Friday worship will be held
on Friday, April 14th at 7:00pm.
This service will focus on the
pain Jesus endured and his
death. The service will progressively fall into darkness as the
scripture texts are read. Upon
completion of the service, worshippers will leave the sanctuary in silence. Included in this
service once again will be the
“nailing” of our sins to the cross
that was created by the late
Gene Ward.

“Without full
participation in
Holy Week, we
go from Parade
to Celebration.
We forget that
for us to

Easter Worship

celebrate,
Jesus had to
suffer and be

Easter Sunday this year
is on Sunday, April 16th.
Worship will be held at
10:30 am and will include joyous music from
the chancel and hand
bell choirs. Our sanctuary will be decorated
with flowers, banners

and paraments and we
will observe the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.

Self-Development of
People Program and the
Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance Program.

We will also receive the
One Great Hour of Sharing offering which supports the Presbyterian
Hunger Program, the

Please join us as we celebrate Jesus’ triumph
over death and rising to
new life.

When Two or More are Gathered
The Faith Youth Group kicked
off its 2017 year with a combined group meeting on Sunday, March 19th at Faith church.

decisions, giving them ownership as well as a great way to
learn and safely practice Christian leadership skills.

The purpose of our youth ministry is to provide a community of
belonging, through which youth
can explore and affirm who they
are as gifted people of God and
actively live out their Christian
faith within the body of Christ
and all of God’s creation.

The senior group is comprised
of Nkazi Nchinda, Karina Polacek, Olivia Polacek, Amanda
Rick and Matt Rick. Their first
meeting will be Sunday, April
2nd at 12:30 pm at Faith.
Lunch will be provided.

It will allow the youth to make

The junior group is comprised of
John Plazek, Lauren Leranth,

Logan Leranth, Sam
Amundson, and
Aiden Zurawski. Their first
meeting is Sunday, April 9th at
12:30 pm at Faith. Lunch
will be provided.
Please help and support and
encourage our youth as they
meet. If you’re feeling really
adventurous, we would love to
see you assist at one of our
meetings. Please see Pastor
Deb for background check details.

crucified.”
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Faith Cookbook is Simmering
The Deacons are collecting recipes to make a
Faith Presbyterian Church
recipe book. If you have
a personal favorite, family recipe, or just something yummy you found
on Pinterest and can't get
enough of, send them
our way! We will also be
doing a section on "coffee
hour favorites", so we’re
calling all Deacons, past
and present, to submit
your most requested coffee hour treats. If you
weren't a Deacon, but
have a personal favorite,
I'm sure you can sweet

talk them into sharing!
We will be collecting recipes until June 1st. Please
email them to Jenny Gallatin
at jbgallatin@gmail.com,
and if you don't have
email, feel free to bring
them to church on a Sunday. Also, please provide
a name for your dish as
well and any anecdote or
story behind the recipe if
there is one.

WORDS FROM WORSHIP
Cousins Subs
has graciously
agreed to host
donation lunches once again
for our Faith
Worship Fund.
This year, we
have added a
donation lunch day and will
have a total of three donation
events! Our first will be on Sunday, April 30th from 11:00am2:00pm. The location has
changed this year and will be at
the Cousins Subs on Highway
100 and Drexel in Franklin (in
the strip mall by the Target
store.) Our second and third
events will be on Sundays July
30th and October 15th, at the
same time and location. Please
come and join us for the fellowship lunch and support the Faith
Worship Fund

The Worship & Spiritual Nurture
Committee is taking a closer look
at what it means to provide
“Spiritual Nurture” this year.
Worship is something that we do
every moment of every day of
our lives. How do we nurture
ourselves and one another
“between
Sundays”?
While this
isn’t an
easy question to answer, the
committee
will strive to
find ways to support our congregation spiritually. If you have
thoughts on this topic, please
reach out to our committee members – Brian Genduso
(moderator), Brandon Ward,
Charlene Eck and Judy Behnke.
God bless – and remember to
look for love in all the right places.

The last two weeks of April we
welcome the reverend Catherine
Neal to our pulpit. Pastor Deb
will be on study leave, and this
will be the first time since Deb
came to Faith that Catherine will
be filling in. Catherine is a chaplain at the United Hospital System in Kenosha and has led
Deacon training for the Presbytery. She is looking forward to a
two-part “themed” service as
she joins us on April 23rd and
30th.

EASTER EGG HUNT
The annual Easter Egg Hunt is set for Saturday, April 15, to begin at 11 am sharp. There will be
goodies for all who participate. Invite your friends and join us for this festive hunt!
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Easter Welcome

by Michele Jarmany from the
book, Gifts in Open Hands, edited by Tirabassi and Eddy
We wait

transforming the icy cold,

pulsating with your life blood,

and …

as rays of light

breathing eternal life

we wait …

start to invade our world

into all creation.

revealing a tapestry of color,
Time creeps onward …
the long night is nearly over …
no sound disturbs the waiting
dawn.
Will it ever end?

We wait ….

Without warning
the god of resurrection
quietly seeps over the horizon
gently melting away the black
and grey

flooding the world with a warm
glow,

Christ is risen!

