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Putting the Church’s
Best Foot Forward

Be not forgetful to entertain
strangers: for thereby some
have entertained angels
unawares.
Hebrews 13:2

BY MARC S. BOTTS
THE IMPORTANCE OF A FIRST IMPRESSION

A firm handshake and a warm smile can
be simple gestures, yet many church leaders are
finding they can also be powerful tools for
getting newcomers to make return visits.
Visitors are more likely to return to a church.
leaders say, if they are genuinely welcomed.
Churches large and small are recruiting
ministry volunteers to man the doors, parking
lots, and welcome centers to greet people and
provide information. “First impressions people
have of a church are important and will
determine whether or not they come back or
turn right around and leave,” said Don
Trammel, minister of administration and
outreach at a church in Tupelo, Mississippi.
“It’s important that they get a good, friendly
greeting or welcome. That’s vitally important.”
Door greeters welcome and assist all guests
and members who enter the facilities; they
open doors and give directions. Typically,
visitors either come early or they sneak in 5-10
minutes after the start of a service, said Rev.
Greg Rickel, rector in an Austin, TX church.
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The cold and clammy handshake.

CONTINUED

“They’re not going to come in time. We
have to be ready for that,” Rickel said. “If
we’re not there to greet them when they get
there early, then we’ve really missed our
chance, and if we think, ‘As soon as the
service starts I’m going to go sit down,’
we’ve missed it too, because there are going
to be a lot of them showing up after that.”
Rickel said he implemented his program
soon after arriving at the church two years
ago and suggests it is one reason the church
has grown.
At a church in Bloomington, Indiana,
which boasts a Sunday attendance of about
2,800, the greeter ministry is a key element
in outreach. Alan Phillips, minister of
pastoral care, said the ministry not only
helps bring people into the church, it can be
used as a tool to get them connected once
they join. “It doesn’t take a lot of training. A
lot of people know what it’s like to be new,
and they like to be greeted. In fact, when we
have new members I call them up and ask if
they would like to be greeters. It’s also a
good way to get to know people. if It’s

The warm smile & firm handshake

someone’s job, it even gives them more
permission to smile and extend a hand. I
find it a good entrance into the church
community because then the people are
empowered [by being] greeters. They’re
supposed to say hello, meet people and
shake hands. It really works out well.”

Remember: usher
breakfast is every
4th Sunday at
9:00 AM.

WHAT’S IMPORTANT?
ADVICE FROM JARILYN BALA

What are the most important duties
that an usher and a greeter must
fulfill? Doesn’t this involve more than
seating people and shaking hands?
Yes, because good secular businesses offer a
handshake and a smile. I think our most
important duty is to allow the Holy Spirit to
work through us, welcoming each person
with the love of Christ. People know when
they have encountered the living God. They
may not recognize Him, but they will know
they have been deeply touched if we allow
Him to work through us.
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Restoring Our Focus
BY HENRY T. BLACKABY
THE EARLY CHURCH

Christians in the early church
followed the directions of the Holy
Spirit, and here is the testimony of the
impact God had on their world:
• The disciples were filled with the
Holy Spirit and spoke in foreign
languages they had not learned.
Peter preached and “those who
accepted his message were baptized,
and that day about 3,000 people
were added to them.” (Acts 2:41)
• Peter and John healed a crippled
beggar in the name of Jesus. They
preached, and “many of those who
heard the message believed, and the
number of men came to about
5,000.” (Acts 4:4)
• God used Peter to raise Dorcas
from the dead. “This became known
throughout all Joppa, and many
believed in the Lord.” (Acts 9:42)

What our world often sees are
devoted, committed Christians serving
God to the best of their ability. but they
are not seeing God. They comment,
“Well, there’s a dedicated, faithful
group of people.” But they don’t
witness anything happening that can
only be explained in terms of God’s
activity. Why? Because we aren’t
attempting anything that only God can
do!
THE WORLD COMES TO KNOW GOD

Our world is not attracted to
Christ because we don’t allow them to
see Him at work. They don’t hesitate to
attack the Christian position on
morality because they have no fear of
the God we serve. They see us doing
good things for God and say, “That’s
fine, but that’s not my thing.” The

world passes us by, not wanting to
become involved because they are
merely seeing people at work, not God.
Let the world see God at work,
and He will attract them. Let Christ be
lifted up–not in words, but in life. Let
them see the difference the living
Christ makes in a life, a family, or a
church, and this will affect how they
respond. When the world sees things
happening through God’s people that
cannot be explained except that God
Himself has done them, then people
will be drawn to God.
The world comes to know God
when they see God’s nature expressed
through His activity. When God starts
to work, He accomplishes something
only He can do, and both God’s people
and the world come to experience Him
in ways they have never known Him
before.

II

OCTOBER

Downstairs: Danny L. & Larry B.
Upstairs: Israel S.
Alternate: Jerry B. – Watchman: Tim G.

NOVEMBER

Downstairs: William T. & Tim G.
Upstairs: Danny L.
Alternate: Josh S. – Watchman: Danny L.

DECEMBER

Downstairs: Tyler L. & Jared S.
Upstairs: Jesse M.
Alternate: Josh B. – Watchman: Josh S.
Be sure your hands are clean and dry
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A Church For All Seasons
For a day in thy
courts [is] better
than a thousand.
I had rather be
a doorkeeper in
the house of my
God, than to
dwell in the
tents of
wickedness.
Psalm 84:10
Faith Church believes in the Holy Ghost making Himself welcome in every service.
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