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FINDING THE PERFECT PASTOR 

Pastor Dave Johnson 

 

When Kay and I began our ministry in Venice, the following article was read at our reception. As we 

search for a new pastor here at Faith Covenant, these guidelines might be appropriate to keep in mind. 

 

“In a day of soaring expectations, churches are finding their search for the perfect pastor to be 

increasingly more difficult. Consider the matter of age. A pastor under 35 will usually be considered 

immature and lacking in experience, while one over 35 can no longer relate to the youth of the church. 

A pastor that is scholarly and well-read, will generally be considered cold and aloof, while one that 

slaps backs, tells jokes, and hugs people, belongs on a used car lot instead of in a pulpit. 

 

The pastor that spends time in visitation “is never in the office when needed,” while a pastor that 

doesn’t, obviously doesn’t care about the congregation. A pastor that drives a new car is materialistic, 

while one that doesn’t is foolish and impractical. The well dressed pastor will be considered overly 

concerned with outward appearances, while the one that lacks any style or taste is an embarrassment to 

the entire church.  

 

The perfect pastor must exert extreme care in preaching. Those that read sermons are generally 

considered dull and boring, while those that don’t lack depth and content. The pastor that uses 

illustrations is simply a storyteller, while the one that doesn’t is out of touch with the real world. The 

pastor that preaches over 20 minutes is generally considered long-winded, while the one preaching 

shorter sermons obviously hasn’t taken the proper time for study and preparation. 

 

Musical preferences are also a major concern in finding the perfect pastor. Those that sing hymns and 

like an organ will generally be considered stuffy and old fashioned. The ones that prefer guitars, 

keyboards, and drums have no appreciation of the great music traditions of the church. 

 

In finding a perfect pastor, special attention must be given to the spouse. 

The pastor that doesn’t have one, certainly needs one. The spouse that is 

deeply involved in the life and ministry of the church is obviously trying to 

run things. The spouse that avoids participation is lazy, unsupportive, and 

unspiritual. If the pastor’s children are polite and well-behaved, it’s 

because the parents are overly strict and overbearing. If not, well what can 

you expect from pastors’ kids anyway?  

 

Yes, the ideal pastor is hard to find.”    



Sunday Stats: $9,570 needed weekly 

 

Dates to Celebrate 

If we don't have your 
anniversary or birthday 

listed, please let us 
know so we can include 

your special dates! 

Date Attendance General Fund Designated Giving 

February 2 226 10,047 626 

February 9 234 9,660 130 

February 16 219 9,953 125 

February 23 221 9,628 120 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

9 Zachary Coburn 

9 Ruthie Mullins 

9 Donna Nash 

9 Sheldon Peterson 

12 Marilou Keener 

17 Avril Osburn 

18 Greg Coburn 

19 Will Osburn 

19 Leah Rice 

23 Lucas Geis 

25 Gil Ribal 

28 Ethan Beaver 

28 Joan Hayward 

29 Simone Leeper 

29 Karen VanderPloeg 

31  Gael Dean 

31 Bob Phelps 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

3 Liz & David Mostellar (2000) 

17 Holliday & Ron Lisowski (2001) 

19 Gil & Lee Ribal (1976) 

Women’s Retreat 
 

 This year’s SEC Women’s Retreat will be held in Manatee County, at 

Christian Retreat Center, October 16-19th.  If you’d like to serve on the local 

planning committee, please sign up in the Resource Room or call the church 

office, 525-1699. 
 

Directory Updates: 
 

Cindy and Skip Jones 

13310 Arena Place 

Tampa, FL 33612 

 

Adult Discipleship Classes 
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m.: “1 & 2 Peter and Jude.”  Led by Sheila Griffin in 

room 15 

 Sunday, 11:00 a.m.: “The Holy Spirit, From Genesis to Revelation”  Led 

by Frank Stagg in room 15 

 Sunday, 11:00 a.m.: “Sermon Notes,” with Hazel Trotman, in room 13 

 Wednesday, 6:30 p.m., “Walking Through Galatians” with Anna Rice 

 

 

 

 

 

 In many places, March is notoriously windy: “In like a lion …!” Though 

I don’t like the damp chill that’s often part of the transition to spring, I love 

windy days. Something about the air’s movement — a gentle breeze or 

ferocious gale blowing through trees, against the house, in my hair — breeds 

excitement in me, anticipation that something new is astir.  

 How fitting that in conversation with Nicodemus, Jesus said, “The wind 

blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know 

where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of 

the Spirit” (John 3:8, NRSV). Like Nicodemus, we fail to comprehend the 

Spirit of God. But Jesus reminds us that though we can’t see the Spirit, we 

feel his love, see his actions of justice and hear his sounds. These include 

kind words, bold preaching, weeping for another, shared laughter and songs 

of praise.  ~ Heidi Mann  

  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
6:30 am, BSF Leaders 

2 
9:30 & 11 am, 
Worship & 

Discipleship; 
Communion & 
Benevolence; 
4 pm, Puppets; 

5 pm, Just Prayer: 
6 pm, Hi. Sch. Youth 

3 
8:30 am, Salv. Army 
Shower Min.; 

6:30 pm, Carpool for 
Salv. Army; 
6:50 pm, Men’s BSF 

4 
9am-4pm, CC Home 
School; 

9 am, PT’s Bfast at 
Denny’s 

5 
6:30-8 pm, Elem. 
JUMP; MS Youth; 

Adult class 

6 
6:15 am, Men’s Bible 
Study; 

9:15 am, Women’s 
Bible Study 

7 
6:30-10 pm, 
Intervarsity (upstairs) 

8 
6:30 am, BSF Leaders 

9 
Joe’s Clothes; 
9:30 & 11 am, 

Worship & 
Discipleship; 
4 pm, Puppets; 
5 pm, Just Prayer: 

6 pm, Hi. Sch. Youth 

10 
8:30 am, Salv. Army 
Shower Min.; 

6:30 pm, Carpool for 
Salv. Army; 
6:50 pm, Men’s BSF 

11 
Election Day 

12 
6:30-8 pm, Elem. 
JUMP; MS Youth; 

Adult class 

13 
6:15 am, Men’s Bible 
Study; 

9:15 am, Women’s 
Bible Study 
 

14 15 
6:30 am, BSF Leaders 
 

8 am, M&BB 
 
 

16 
9:30 & 11 am, 
Worship & 

Discipleship; 
5 pm, Just Prayer: 
 

17 
8:30 am, Salv. Army 
Shower Min.; 

6:30 pm, Carpool for 
Salv. Army; 
6:50 pm, Men’s BSF 

18 
9am-4pm, CC Home 
School; 

6:30 pm, Council 

19 
6:30-8 pm, Elem. 
JUMP; MS Youth; 

Adult class 

20 
6:15 am, Men’s Bible 
Study; 

9:15 am, Women’s 
Bible Study 

21 22 

23 
9:30 & 11 am, 
Worship & 

Discipleship; 
4 pm, Puppets; 
5 pm, Just Prayer: 
6 pm, Hi. Sch. Youth 

24 
8:30 am, Salv. Army 
Shower Min.; 

7 pm, Salv. Army; 
 

25 
9am-4pm, CC Home 
School; 

10 am, PT’s Bible 
Study 

26 27 
6:15 am, Men’s Bible 
Study; 

 

28 29 
6:30 am, BSF Leaders 
 

 

30 
9:30 & 11 am, 
Worship & 

Discipleship; 
4 pm, Puppets; 
5 pm, Just Prayer: 
6 pm, Hi. Sch. Youth 

31 
8:30 am, Salv. Army 
Shower Min.; 

6:30 pm, Carpool for 
Salv. Army; 
6:50 pm, Men’s BSF 

     

Coming Up! 
The Egg Hunt, Saturday, April 12th, at 10 a.m. 
We are collecting empty plastic eggs and individually-wrapped, 
non-melting candy to stuff them with. 
Invite your friends, family and neighborhood children! 

Spr ing Break  



 

Greetings! 

 

We thank you and bless you from our hearts and our ministry here in Colombia for your partnership with us 

through prayer, financial giving and mission teams sent to Colombia, for those of you who have been able to do 

so. 2013 was a full year of ministry with new believers coming to know Jesus Christ, working with the church 

plants in leadership development and discipleship, accompanying and partnering with community social outreach 

ministries and with our many times of investing in the spiritual formation of the pastors and spouses around the 

country. Personally we were blessed with the births of our first three granddaughters, thus taking us back to the 

USA to meet and help out with these precious little ones! The year 2013 ended with the special blessings of 

having our four adult children, their spouses, and the three granddaughters here with us for Christmas. Our family 

has grown from 6 to 13 in these past years and we thank you for your care and prayers not only for us, but for our 

family as well. 

 

We just received the 2013 financial reports from Covenant World Mission. Of the amount that all Covenant Long 

Term missionary couples/families were asked to raise, with your generous giving to our designated support, we 

ended up at 91%. Praise God! What was received in 2013 was a 5% increase over 2012. In these economic times 

we believe that this is good news for we know this shows that many of you increased your giving, for which we 

are grateful. For 2014 the financial support goal for all Covenant Long Term missionary couples/families is 

$112.602.00 and we would like to be able to achieve this amount with your generous help and partnership. 

FYI - within Covenant World Mission, the 2014 amount is a 2.5% decrease from 2013, due to all Long Term 

missionaries and staff working hard worldwide to control and pare down the in-country essential budget costs. 

Let us remind you that the support goal listed above covers: the cost of inflation, housing, vehicles, maintenance 

and schooling costs, insurance increases, and a modest salary for all Covenant Long Term missionary couples/

families. 

 

Please know how much we covet our relationship and partnership with you all. With these facts before you we 

ask that we, together, prayerfully consider how we can reach 100% in 2014.   

 

Blessings,  

Gary and Mary Lou Sander  
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