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FCA Missions Team Is
Heading to Africa
By Brianna LaRoque

Pedro portraying Joseph in last year’s Living Nativity
(Photo by Mrs. Laurel)

Living Nativity Event Expected To
Draw Huge Crowd
By Gabbana Madrid

The Living Nativity is an event that
GracePointe Church has
put on for four years.
In the Living
Nativity, you are taken
on a tour where you
walk to eleven different
scenes with live actors.
The tour takes
you through the story of
Jesus’ birth. About half
of the students at FCA
will be performing for
this event.
“My
favorite
part is how I can play a
big part in turning people to God,” stated Brianna, who is playing
Mary in the Elizabeth
scene this year.

The live event
will be taking place at
FCA (2555 W. Valencia
Rd. Tucson, AZ 85746)
on the 16th, 17th, and
18th of December.
A tour starts every 15 to 20 minutes between 6:30 and 8:30pm
each evening. For those
who struggle with walking long distances, they
can go on the tour in a
golf cart.
Once your tour
is over, you may go inside, enjoy some hot
chocolate or other refreshments, and talk
with others about this
amazing event you just
experience!

As most of you
know, Matthew, Pedro,
Mrs. Timblin, and Mrs.
Misty are going on a mission trip to Cote d’Ivoire,
West Africa.
The trip will be
from December 29th to
January 20th. In total, the
mission team raised over
$10,000 while their goal
was $9,200.
Funds were raised
in several different ways
including burrito sales,
Apple pie sales, FCA’s
weekly hot lunches, and
the Big Brother Big Sister green donation bin.
Another portion of funds
came as contributions
from family and friends
who have also been
prayerfully supportive.

With the extra
money, they will purchase items on the Cuthbertson family’s wish list
and help fund a project
there in the ministry.
A portion of the
funds will also be given
to the missionaries as a
love offering.
While in Cote
d’Ivoire, the team will be
helping
with
homeschooling, working on
household projects, going
into high schools to
spread God’s word, helping in the church, participating in outreach programs and youth classes,
and anything else needed.
Remember
to
continue supporting them
with prayer.

Matthew, Mrs. Timblin, Mrs. Misty, and Pedro excitedly show
where they will be sharing the Gospel (Photo by Kristal)
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My favorite moment so far this school year was...
when Mrs. Misty said “whatever
tickles your whistle” in Bible class
-Myra

the rummage sale when Mrs. Timblin put on
goggles with a noise maker that played the
Mario theme song and she would dance
-Mrs. Misty

when Marcos said to Gabriel T. “your
ride is here” and when we looked out
the window it was a garbage truck
-Mrs. Judy

seeing all my friends again at the
beginning of the school year
-Gabbana
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OPINION
Girls Only! A Very
Merry Unbirthday
By Kristina Montes

Kristal cramming and trying not to stress out the night before
her final exams (Photo by Kristina)

The Nightmare Before Christmas Break
By Kristal Reid

Readers please
realize the following story is made up. Do not
take this serious. One
more thing, enjoy!
It’s time for exams and everyone’s really tired. Now, we’re just
waiting for Christmas
break and can’t think
straight! It’s the first day
of exams and everyone
is anxious. Some are
even dreading the final
tests of misery for this
semester.
We get through
the first part of the day
just fine. Then we hit

lunch and everyone’s
ready for a nap. We are
all falling asleep, face
down in our food, and
teachers have to waste
the whole next period
waking us up.
After school we
all go home and sleep
until the next morning.
We wake up feeling refreshed and go to school
for day two of exams;
you know what happens!
The same exact thing as
the day before.
This continues
for the rest of the week.
(continued on Page 4)

On
December
3rd, I attended my very
first tea party, hosted at
FCA by Mrs. Mary
Shaffer.
She said, “It all
started when I attended a
yearly tea party at
Mountainside Village.
That’s
where
the
thought came to do the
tea party for the group
of girls at FCA. I prayed
about it, which then led
me to talk to Mrs. Laurel. I am totally in awe
of how the turnout came
out, and I give all the

glory to God. I felt like I
had so much love in my
heart the day after.”
I went with my
mom and one of my
friends, Yvonne, who
also goes to FCA. I’m
glad to say that I had an
amazing experience.
There were a lot
of different snacks and
three different teas to
try. The three teas were
lemon, black, and hibiscus. I personally thought
it tasted best when I
mixed them all together.
(continued on Page 5)

Kristina enjoys her cream puffs with Yvonne (left) and her
mom (right) (Photo by Mrs. Laurel)
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OPINION
These Are A Few Of My Favorite Things!
By Victoria Hammond

Every
holiday
season, my family goes
to several Christmas
events in Tucson. There
are a few specific ones
that we always go to, but
this year, we are going to
try some new ones.
The first one we
always go to is called
Disney Lane. Similar to
Winterhaven, it is a
neighborhood that puts
up Christmas decorations
for the public to come
and see. Most of the
houses are adorned with
giant Disney themed
wooden
cutouts.
It
doesn’t sound like much
but it has been a tradition
in my family since I was
young. This event lasts
through the whole month
of December. It is in the
area of Cortaro and Old
Father Road.
The next event,

that I absolutely love, is
the Gaslight Theatre's
yearly Christmas production. This year it will be
the play “Elf'd”. The first
show was on November
17th and they run nightly
until January 1st.
Also happening
this year is the 67th annual Winterhaven Festival
of Lights. This is a wonderful showing of lights
and Christmas music that
everyone in the family
can enjoy. I have only
gone once, last year, but
I thought that it was really cool. It is open to the
public every night from
December 10th-26th from
6-10pm. They offer
hayrides and party bike
rides for a fee, but you
can also walk or drive
through.
The Ried Park
Zoo is also holding an

amazing event called
Zoo Lights. The whole
zoo is completely decorated with thousands of
beautiful
Christmas
lights. Although there is
an admission fee, it really is worth it because of
all the fun you will have.
They have hot chocolate
and food stands that have
the best cinnamon rolls
in the world. None of the
animals will be in their
exhibits because it is often too cold for them to
be outside at night.
The last major
event happening in 2016
is the 22nd annual downtown Tucson Parade of
Lights. This event will
take place on December
17th. The festival part
begins at 4pm, then the
parade is at 6:30. They
have all sorts of exciting
things like food trucks,

booths, and even a tree
lighting ceremony.
“Last year was
my first year attending
the parade and I really
enjoyed it! My favorite
part was the dancers and
all the different floats,”
said Miss Jessica.
Don’t
forget
about FCA's Living Nativity too! It is exactly
what it sounds like, people re-enacting the Biblical story of Jesus’ birth.
For more info on this
event, see the Living Nativity article.
All these events
are so fun to attend. I
personally can't wait all
year just for these awesome events. I love that I
get to spend time with
my family. If you get a
chance, you should go
because they make such
great memories.

Nightmare (continued)
By the end of the last
assessment, everyone’s
exhausted and ready to
go home for a welldeserved break.
Finally it’s time
for the day everyone is
longing for, the day of
the Christmas party!
Everyone is now awake
and happy, ready for the

White Elephant Gift Exchange. The next hour is
spent choosing gifts and
laughing with friends.
Now that we finally get a break from
our studies, we can’t
wait for school start up
again so we can see all
our friends. It’s a never
ending cycle really!

Tori and Gabbana at Winterhaven! (Photo by Tami Hammond)
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OPINION
Tea Party (continued)
Some of the
yummy snacks were
sugar cookies, cookies
with a chocolate kiss,
and tiny muffins; my
favorite treats were the
cream puffs. They tasted
like a delicious ball of
vanilla ice cream!
After
dessert,
Mrs. Mary surprised us
all with a little gift from
Avon. She even had one
for every person who
was invited but couldn’t
make it. I really loved
the gift I received!
The best part
was not only getting a
chance to spend time

with my mom and
friends, but also being
able to be hang out with
a group of girls and read
a passage from the
Word of God.
One of the passages that Mrs. Mary
read was from Psalms
139, which talks about
how much God knows
us and how powerful he
really is.
“I think it was
really fancy and I really
liked the cookies. It was
a really good time for us
girls to meet together
and hang out,” stated
Anya.

Mrs. Mary Shaffer caught in action as she sets up cookies for
the big event (Photo by Mrs. Laurel)

Tori is excited to give back to Angel Tree (Photo by Gabbana)

Great Way To Give
This Christmas
By Sam Ledford

Looking for a
place to make a charitable gift this Christmas?
Try Angel Tree!
Angel Tree is a
program put on by an
organization called Prison
Fellowship
that
reaches out to kids
whose mother or father
is in prison.
They get in contact with children to find
out what they would like
for a gift, and then the
families pick the presents up at the church.
Prison Fellowship believes that every
child has a story, but for
2.7 million children,
that story is “filled with
the abandonment, loneliness, and shame that
come from having a
mom or dad in prison”.

According
to
prisonfellowship.com,
2.2 million men and
women
in
the
U.S. remain behind bars
every year, leaving 2.7
million children without
a parent in their lives.
You can donate
by searching “angel
tree” on google and
clicking “donate now”
button on their website.
Next, you fill in
the amount you would
like to donate. Prison
Fellowship highly appreciates your gift, and
you can trust them to
use it wisely!
Tori said that she
gave to Angel Tree because, “They made me
feel happy when they
gave to me so I want to
give back.”
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December Baby
By Kristina Montes

Mrs. Misty’s Bible class listens intently as Kristal gives her
testimony and statement of faith (Photo by Gabbana)

Projects and Presentations
By Yvonne Lara

Fall has zoomed
by this school year.
Most classes are now
working on midterms
and major projects that
are either due or will be
due in the spring.
Mrs. Misty’s Bible class is currently doing presentations as their
midterm exams.
Mrs. Misty said,
“I am excited to challenge students to search
the word of God and
find what they believe.”
This exam is
different than the usual
written exam because
each student is required
to verbally share two
topics that influenced
them the most this semester. They must give
their statement of faith
in relation to each one.
The second part of the

midterm is to give a
brief personal testimony
of God’s blessing in
their lives.
Kayla said, “It
was interesting to hear
everyone’s testimonies
and hear what they think
about our lessons we
learned in Bible class."
In Family &
Consumer Science, students are getting ready
for final exams. They
have to bake a loaf of
bread and do a written
test as well.
“The bread is not
bad. I’d like to taste it,”
Gregg said in regards to
his final exam. He also
stated that he plans to
just give it one shot and
hopes for the best. In
reference to their new
topic, fashion, he said “I
(continued on Page 7)

In the month of December, there was only one
FCA student that celebrated her birthday. Her
name is Kayla, and it
was her 16th birthday on
December 9th.
In the future, she
plans to become a teacher. Kayla’s favorite colors are black and white,
and her favorite food is
pizza. In her free time,
she likes to play card
games, watch Netflix,
and hangout with her
friends. One cool fact
about Kayla is that when
she was younger she had

blonde hair; now she has
red hair.
For her birthday,
she invited some friends
over to her house to play
games. Her favorite gift
that she received was
makeup. She said that
the best part of her
birthday was taking pictures with all her
friends.
Kayla also stated, “Something that I
look forward to, now
that I'm 16, is getting
my license and being
able to drive places by
myself.”

Birthday girl Kayla smiles for the camera (Photo by Gabbana)
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The O.G. Santa Claus
By Myra LaRoque

Have you ever
wondered where some
Christmas
traditions
come from? One of the
most common traditions
today is stuffing stockings.
This tradition all
started because of a story about a poor man and
his three daughters. His
daughters were getting
married soon, and at the
time, it was customary
to give a sum of money
to the bridegroom.
However,
the
father was so poor that
he didn’t have enough
money to do so. One
night, St. Nick secretly
dropped a bag of gold
down the chimney and
into the house, and the

bag of gold fell into a
sock that was left next to
the fire to dry.
That gold made
it possible for the oldest
daughter to get married,
but on the next night
more gold was found.
The man wanted to
know who was giving
him the gold; so he
stayed up and found that
St. Nick was the person.
The man wanted
to tell the whole land,
but St. Nick didn’t want
to bring attention to
himself and begged the
man not to tell. Nevertheless, the story still got
spread throughout the
land and thus, the tradition of stuffing stockings started.

Class Updates (continued)
don’t like it because I'm
not good at fashion
stuff. I just want to get it
over with.”
The class just
started on their new subject, fashion, or more
specifically,
repairing
clothes. They will be
continuing this after
Christmas break as well.
The science classes are getting ready for
the science fair, which
takes place in the spring
on March 2nd. Students
start early so it won’t be
a last-minute project.

The 6th graders
do theirs together and
the rest of the grades do
their projects independently.
Cely said, “I like
it because I get to
choose my own project
this year and not do
what the teacher tells me
to do.”
It sounds like
everyone is preparing to
wrap up this semester
with projects and finals.
Surely all students and
staff are ready for a
nice, long winter break.

New Year, New Desks
By Victoria Hammond

FCA needs new
tables for the classrooms.
The desks that
the school currently has
are taking up too much
room with the increase
in students.
According
to
Miss Jessica, “We need
the tables because our
school is growing and
we need more space to
enhance the learning
experience.”
The specific tables the school needs are
the Lifetime® 6ft. by
18in. Seminar Tables.
These can be found at
Costco as well as online. At Costco, they
cost $95.
These tables are
perfect for classroom
settings because they are
narrow,
lightweight,
easy to maneuver, and
can seat three students.
Mrs. Lucy says,

“Our classrooms are
getting too crowded
with the desks we are
presently using. These
new tables would give
us more room and will
allow for our students
the freedom to move
around much easier.”
If you would like
to be part of supplying
this need, there are two
ways you can do that.
You may donate to buy
a table, or you could
purchase a table at Costco and deliver it to FCA.
In total, the class
rooms need five tables
each to provide enough
space to accommodate
the number of students.
This would bring the
total need to 25 tables.
Would you be interested
in helping out?
Please
contact
the school office with
any questions or if you
would like to donate.

Photo Source: http://www.costco.com/Lifetime%c2%ae-6-ft.-x
-18-in.-Seminar-Table.product.11642179.html
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Christmas Spirit

Winter Wonder

Crossword Challenge

Wordsearch

Across
3. Children like sledding down steep hills on these {8 letters}
4. The song "Happy Christmas" in Puerto Rican {12 letters}
6. Santa is also called this {15 letters}
9. Harmony in the world - we pray for world _____ {5 letters}
10. These freeze onto our pipes during winter nights {6 letters}
12. This is on the fire to roast chestnuts on {7 letters}
14. Jesus came to earth to give us _________ {9 letters}
15. Christmas, especially as a refrain in carols and on
Christmas cards. {4 letters}
Down
1. One of the gifts the wise men gave to Jesus. (Currently
worth $500 USD per pound) {12 letters}
2. Jesus has an eternal ____for you {4 letters}
5. Instead of a real pine tree from the woods, people will get
these {14 letters}
7. One of the gifts the wise men gave to Jesus (Currently
worth $500 USD per pound) {5 letters}
8. Presents used to be called these {8 letters}
11. One of the gifts the wise men gave to Jesus (Currently
worth $1320 USD per ounce) {4 letters}
13. ___ to the World! (song) {3 letters}

Christmas
Jesus
Snow
Tree
Ornaments

Gifts
Chocolate
Bethlehem
Santa
Elf

Reindeer
Snowman
Giving
Jolly
Mistletoe

Gingerbread
Stocking
December
Carols
Manger
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