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Faith Christian Academy

Costco Fundraiser Is
Huge Success!
By Myra LaRoque

Left to right: Alexzandria, Fabian, Mariella, Tyler
M., Kadence, Yubiah, Karmen, Shelby, Felicia,
Armani, Lawson, and Bella (Photo by Miss Jessica)

Welcome to FCA!
By Kristal Starr Ried

The new students
this year are Armani,
Yubiah,
Alexzandria,
Fabian, Karmen, Bella,
Mariella, Kadence, Tyler
M., Lawson, Shelby, and
Felicia. Some of their
favorite activities include: reading, drawing,
gymnastics, sports, hide
’n seek, and video
games.
The new students
came from the following
schools: Academy del
Sol, Dessert View, Math
and Science Success
Academy, GracePointe
Christian Academy, and

Calvary Chapel Homeschool Co-op. There are
four 6th graders, two 7th
graders, two 8th graders,
three 9th graders, and one
10th grader.
Most said they
like FCA better than
their old school.
Karmen
stated
that her reason for coming to FCA is, “To help
academically and spiritually.”
Their
favorite
subjects vary from math
to journalism to history
to online language.
(Continued on Page 2)

On
September
27th, FCA had its first
ever Costco Fundraiser.
In fact, the fundraiser
went so well that the
school received over
$700 in donated supplies
and 46 reams of paper
donated by Costco. “The
event was really fun to
go to because it was
something new to experience,” said Kristina.
Each person that
came had a flyer with
FCA listed on it and a
wish list. Shoppers were
able to purchase items
from the wish list and
donate them to the

school. In addition,
Costco donated one
ream of paper for every
$100 spent in the name
of Faith Christian Academy.
The event took
place at the Costco on
Marketplace
Drive
which is located by Kino
and Ajo. 2016 is the
third year since Costco
had created this fundraiser. They offer it to
high schools in the fall
and elementary schools
in the spring.
Thank you to all
the families that came
out to support FCA!

Miriam with donated paper (Photo by Mrs. Laurel)
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New Students (continued)
Yubiah
likes
FCA because of the early release on Wednesdays.
“I like how everyone is kind. I like how
I can warm up my food,”
said Armani.
Armani is a wonderful eighth grader who
loves having fun. Tyler
M. is a ninth grader who
is interested in learning
about history. Yubiah is
an amazing singer and
gymnast. Alexzandria is
a freshman who enjoys
hanging out with her
friends. Karmen is a
ninth grader who loves
to talk with all her
friends. Mariella is a
tenth grader who likes to

draw. Kadence is a seventh grader who enjoys
reading and hanging out
with her friends. Fabian
is a seventh grader who
could play sports all day
if he wanted to. Lawson
is a sixth grader who,
even though he’s not on
an official team, likes to
play baseball. Shelby is
a sixth grader who is a
gymnast and is a great
friend to her peers. Bella
is a sixth grader who
cares about being a gymnast. Felicia is a great
person to be your friend
and she loves playing
video games.
The new students
at FCA are absolutely
amazing.

Mrs. Kira Mir, Mrs. Ashley McKinnon, and Mrs.
Cheryl Kramer (Photo by Sam Ledford)

Three New Staff Members Join FCA Team
By Victoria Hammond

This year at FCA,
there are three new staff
members. Mrs. Ashley
McKinnon teaches sixth
and seventh grade Bible,
sixth grade math, and
seventh grade Family
Consumer Science class,
which teaches life skills.
She has three children
and attends Enchanted
Hills Baptist Church.
Before coming to
FCA, she worked at Calvary Chapel Co-Op. Mrs.
McKinnon has also
worked at a bookstore, a
daycare, and a testing
center.

Regarding
her
choice to work at FCA
she said, “The Lord actually chose FCA for me.
Misty didn’t want to be
teaching full time so she
prayed and the Lord put
me on her heart.”
The second new
teacher is Mrs. Kira Mir.
Her class is Algebra 2.
She goes to Grace
Church of Sahuarita, has
one child, and has a degree in engineering. Before working at FCA, she
worked at Raytheon. She
decided to work at FCA
because her child attends

school here.
Mrs. Mir wanted
to be a teacher so that
she could share the
knowledge to inspire the
new generation. She is
bilingual and enjoys volunteering or doing things
that help people.
The third new
staff member is Mrs.
Cheryl Kramer. She
teaches seventh through
ninth grade mathematics
and is also Administrative Intern this year. She
and her husband, Ken,
have two daughters. She
and her family attend

GracePointe Evangelical
Church. Mrs. Kramer has
two degrees: a BS in
Molecular Biology and
an MBA.
Before FCA, she
worked at First Southern
Baptist School and the
Arizona Cancer Center.
She said that she actually
had no intentions of becoming a teacher, but
God had other plans.
“I love seeing
lightbulb moments,” she
said about being a teacher. Her hobbies include
cooking, gardening, and
drinking coffee.
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Keep Crislenny in Your Prayers
By Victoria Hammond

Through a program called Compassion
International, Crislenny,
a little girl from the Dominican Republic, has
been sponsored by FCA
for two years now. You
can help her out by doing a few things such as,
praying for her, donating
money and writing letters and give them to
Mrs. Osterbaan to send.
The donation jar
will be out on the kitchen counter on Wednesdays. FCA also does
fundraisers, like Warm
Fuzzies, that help support Crislenny.
Starting in September, students, parents, staff, or FCA family members can send
messages to each other
called Warm Fuzzies.
These are nice notes or
something funny that
you'd like to tell your
friend in front of everyone at lunch. Students
can read a Warm Fuzzy,
but the writer of the note
gets to decide what they
want the reader to do.
For $1, the note
will simply be read
aloud. For $2, you can
pick an action for the
reader to do, like sing,
dance or jump, etc. Finally, for $3 you can
specify an action with
your message and re-

quest a teacher to deliver
it. All messages must be
appropriate and will be
approved by administration before delivery
Crislenny’s sixth
birthday is coming up in
September, and Compassion International is
asking that the school
donate an extra $25 to
help provide a birthday
present for her. With
that money, they buy her
clothes and a toy that
she would like.
Kristina says, "I
think that it is amazing
that our school is helping out."
The school recently received a letter
from Crislenny. She said
that her favorite color is
yellow and her favorite
animal is a cat. She also
said that she loves to go
to church and the river
or the beach. Her favorite foods are pizza, and
rice with beans. Crislenny and her two siblings
live with their mother
and grandmother.
Mrs. Osterbaan
has challenged all the
students to bring in at
least one dollar a month
to go towards sponsoring Crislenny.
She says, "I want
the kids to earn the dollar, not ask their mom or
dad for it."

First Senior Missions
Trip In December
By Kristina Montes

Last year, FCA
received the opportunity
to work with an organization called Big Brothers Big Sisters. This organization allows us to
participate in several
clothing drives during
the school year. People
drop off clothing, bedding, linen, shoes, and
so much more into the
green bin in the school
parking lot. The items
that are donated go directly to help those that
are in need.

Making
donations to the green bin
allows Big Brothers Big
Sisters to annually serve
more than 450 children
and youth ages 6-18 in
the Tucson area. The
donations also help the
school, as they bring in
funds. Donated items are
weighed and for every
pound, FCA receives
$0.20. Last year FCA
received over $500.

The first clothing
drive of the 2015-2016
school year will be from
August 1st to October
21st. The funds raised
are going to support the
seniors on their missions
trip to West Africa in
December. The missions
trip is going to last from
December 28 through
January 20th.
FCA’s
high
school Bible teacher,
Mrs. Misty, is going to
lead the trip. The two
senior boys that are going on the trip are Matthew and Pedro. If you
would like to help support them reach their
fundraising goal, you
can donate by check to
FCA and by writing
“missions trip” in the
memo line. There will
be other ways on donating, and more information about the mission trip in FCA's next
month's Knight's Tale.
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OPINION
My Summer Experience: Hearts On Fire
By Yvonne Lara

I participated in a
ministry this summer
called Hearts on Fire. It
is a missionary training
camp for high school
students that are passionate
about
ministry.
Hearts on Fire is one of
the programs done at Corazon Ministries. Hearts
on Fire is not just a
camp, but year-round
training for students, focusing on the word of
God
and
outreachprojects.
The best part of
this event was getting a
tour of UIM Aviation
and learning how you
can get involved with
them. I also really en-

joyed doing the work
projects, feeding and
praying for the homeless,
and going to St. Luke's
Elderly Home. I got to
hear all of the residents'
inspiring stories, and
share Christ with them.
The scariest part
was sharing our testimonies. I was extremely
nervous because I had
never shared my testimony with a large crowd
before. One thing I
learned to keep in mind
when sharing is that the
story of what God has
done in my life was
meant to be passed on to
others.
I would say the

biggest thing that I
learned was about prayer. We learned about different types of prayer.
One thing that stood out
to me was unanswered
prayers and how they are
still answered, but within
Gods will. Prayer was
the theme for this year,
and it was taught during
the sessions.
I definitely tried a
lot of new things during
the week, but I would
say a big challenge for
me was getting out of my
comfort zone.
I would say that I
really saw God move in
my life through this opportunity.

He showed me
that ministry is something I'm extremely passionate about. Ministry
takes a lot of commitment. I am willing to be
committed because I
would love to be a fulltime missionary. What
better job can you have
than this!? It is literally
being able to live every
breath of your life at the
hands and feet of our
Lord.
I will continue to
follow the path that I feel
God has called me to; a
path that God will use to
lead me to accomplish
miraculous things for His
glory and in His will.

Leo and Bubba
By Noah Ried

Last year our science class wanted to
look at the life cycles of
frogs, so Mrs. Osterbaan
brought in tadpoles to
watch them grow into
amazing frogs.
It was interesting
to watch them grow
throughout their life,
transforming into frogs.
Whenever it was the

weekend or a school
break, Mrs. Osterbaan
took care of them for us
until we got back.
Our frogs are
grown up now and their
names are Bubba and
Leo.
“I see Bubba and
Leo as our little babies,”
mentioned Brianna
(continued on Page 6)

Yvonne visits with residents at St. Luke’s Home
(Photo supplied by Yvonne)

Page 5

Issue I, Volume III

OPINION
My Missions Trip To

Puerto Peñasco
By Sam Ledford

This summer, in
June, some of my Youth
Group went on a short
missions trip to Puerto
Peñasco (Rocky Point),
Sonora, Mexico. We
went to reach out to the
people by helping in
their local church and to
see what the city is like.
Our main reason for going was to put on Vacation
Bible
School
(VBS). My youth pastor
is from Puerto Peñasco;
he was completely overjoyed to bring us.
Once we arrived,
we unpacked at the
house, then went to Casa
de Alabanza (House of
Praise), the church we
went to help. In the
evening we went to the
beach. Our house was
right next to the beach,
so it was a short walk.
The next day, we
went back to Casa de
Alabanza and decorated
it for VBS, which took
all day. First, we split up
into groups and chose
leaders. It was hard to
lead the activities if you
didn’t speak Spanish, so
each
non-Spanishspeaking leader was assigned
a
Spanishspeaking
volunteer.

Then we wandered
around the streets of
Puerto Peñasco giving
people pamphlets about
VBS, and inviting them
to attend.
Every night, we
started with worship, a
skit, and prayer. Afterwards, the kids went to
crafts, led by Kristal,
and then to games, led
by Tyler and Pastor
Frank. The night ended
with the kids having a
snack, and then they
went home.
Kristal said, “I
think it was fun and I
liked seeing how the
people lived."
We started VBS
on Tuesday and finished
on Friday. On Friday
morning, we had a fun
day wandering around
the market, bartering,
and buying things. The
next day we went to the
beach again. While at
the beach, we swam, ate
fresh fruit and Raspados,
and rode a banana boat.
The next day we
went to church at Casa
de Alabanza and then
came home.
“Overall, we had
a really good time,” said
Tyler.

Sam and his youth group singing at Vacation Bible
School (Photo by Bonnie Ledford)

Frogs (continued)
If you want to
see them, you can ask
Mrs. Osterbaan to look
at them. Make sure you
look carefully so you
don’t scare the frogs.
I think it was a
good idea because I believe that God wants us
to care for His creation,
and that he put them on
the earth for us to see
and discover their life
and learn about it.
“I like how we

got to take care of them
and to be responsible to
God’s nature,” said Sam.
We were learning about the frog’s life
when we decided to look
at them for ourselves
and we liked it so much
we decided to keep them
as our class pets. Mrs.
Osterbaan also saw that
we care for them so she
was fine about having us
keeping them as long as
we can.

Don’t forget to
submit questions
for “Dear Jaycee”!
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Free Dress Day is
Finally Here!
By Kristal Starr Ried

Timblin kids with their grandparents Sandy and Paul
in Abingdon, Virginia (Photo by Mrs. Laurel)

Timblins Spend Summer
Traveling Across Country
By Yubiah Alcaraz

This
summer
Mrs. Timblin, her husband, and their five children went on their ministry trip. Because they
are missionaries with
UIM (United Indian
Mission), they do this
trip every four years.
The purpose of
this trip was to visit and
update their supporters
on the past four years of
ministry. They traveled
all the way to New York
State,
Pennsylvania,
New York City, Maryland, West Virginia, Virginia, Tennessee, Ohio,
North Carolina, South
Carolina, Georgia, Kentucky, Oklahoma, Florida, and Arizona. They
left on May 21st and returned on August 2nd. It
took them 75 days total
and they traveled about
11,760 miles.
They
visited
twenty of their supporting churches and 25 of
their individual support-

ers. Every Sunday morning, as well as Sunday
and Wednesday nights,
they would go to s
church to share about
the work of UIM Aviation in Mexico with videos, literature, testimonies, and display items.
They do this to
keep the ministry of
UIM Aviation in the
thoughts and prayers of
their supporters. The
Timblins also present
the needs of ministries
in Tucson that they are a
part of, such as FCA.
Matthew’s favorite part of the trip was
attending
Merriwood
Christian Camp.
The
chapel
speaker at camp was an
inspiration to Matthew,
who said, “Dave Ashburn inspired me to have
an excellent relationship
with Jesus. He emphasized the need for the
respect of people in authority.”

Free dress day
seems to be on everyone’s mind. All the students at FCA appeared
to love it last year when
there was a trial for this
opportunity.
Kristina
started a petition for it,
and almost every student
supported her idea and
signed the petition.
Mrs. Lucy said,
“I like it. I approve and
support free dress day.”
Free dress day is
a day where students can
express
themselves
freely without being
judged.
The specific
guidelines for this day
are located in the handbook on page 18.
“I think it’s good
for our students to be
able to express themselves in this way,” said
Mrs. McKinnon.
FCA was lucky
last year when there was
a trial because the students really wanted the
school to have a free
dress day. Now that it
got approved by the
board, some of the students that were here last
year feel happy that their
hard work paid off.
Kristina stated,
“I wanted free dress day
because I was tired of
wearing the school uniform. I decided to start

the petition because everyone thought that if
even we did one, we still
wouldn’t get free dress
day. I wanted to prove
them wrong.”
Free dress day
will be on the second
and fourth Monday of
every month, starting
September 12th. Do not
come to school out of
dress code any other
day, unless otherwise
specified by the administration.
Some of the rules
include: don't wear
clothes with inappropriate graphics on them, no
spaghetti straps or shorts
above the knees allowed. The wise student
would reread the Free
dress code in the FCA
handbook on page 18
before September 12th.
Mrs.
Timblin
said, “I think that it can
be good thing, but for
the students who are going to push limits, they
can get in trouble.”
Students
not
abiding by free dress
day guidelines will lose
their free dress option
for the rest of the year.
Enjoy your free
dress day and make sure
you follow the rules so
that this privilege will
stay for years to come.
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Growing Pains

What You Missed
At Open House

By Gabbana Madrid

This year, FCA
made a change in the
morning schedule. Instead of doing pledges in
the multipurpose room,
students go to their homerooms. Students and
teachers say the pledges
to the American flag,
Christian flag, and the
Bible. After pledges,
prayer requests are taken
and each class prays together. Some students
are finding it a little difficult to adjust.
“I liked it when
we were all together because it flows better
when we say pledges
and then go to class,”
said Yvonne.
Mrs.
Timblin
shared that the administration and school
board made this change
because of the number
of students that are now
enrolled.
She said, “As a
whole, student body and
staff don’t really fit in
the multipurpose room.”
Some students,

By Armani K. Martinez

like Pedro, agreed. He
said, “Yes, I love the
new schedule change!”
His
classmate
Matthew sides with
Yvonne on this one, saying he preferred doing
pledges together as a
school.
One major thing
that is affected by this
change is how students
turn in homework. Instead of turning it in during class, each student
must put it in their
teacher’s folder in the
morning. When you get
to school, these folders
are set out on the tables
and if homework is not
turned in by the start of
homeroom, it is late.
Although there
were many complaints at
first, most of the students have adjusted to
the
new
schedule
change. Sure, they might
have to get up a little
earlier, because students
have to be at school at
7:50 but no one seems to
really mind.

On August 12th
FCA had an Open
House. The Open House
was mainly for all the
new parents. Mrs. Lucy
talked about the new
online website that lets
you see your grades and
homework, and allows
for parent and teacher
communication.
The
online program is called
Think Wave.
“I love the new
online program. It helps
a lot because of the
amazing upgrade. It’s so
easy to use,” stated Lisa
LaRoque.
During the open
house, Mrs. Osterbaan
gave some information
about Crislenny, a 5year-old girl that FCA
supports through Compassion
International.
She talked about how
each student and staff
member can donate $1 a
month
to
support
Crislenny financially.
Mrs. Leisa said,
“I’m excited for all the
parents and excited for

people to learn about
Crislenny,”
Mrs.
Timblin
informed the parents that
lunch monitors are needed daily and that the
school will be doing hot
lunches every Thursday
starting in September.
She also talked about the
after school pickup, and
how there is a late fee
for any students still not
picked up by 3:45.
After school guitar lessons are starting
September 8th. Lessons
will take place every
Thursday from 3:45 to
4:30. Every student must
provide their own personal guitar. Lessons
will be $10 a week, and
fees will be collected
monthly.
Several fundraisers and other topics were
also discussed at the
open house. If you were
unable to attend and
would like some more
information, please stop
by the office to stay informed.

Furlough (continued)
Matthew’s favorite part of the trip was
attending
Merriwood
Christian Camp. The
chapel speaker at camp
was an inspiration to
Matthew, who said,
“Dave Ashburn inspired

me to have an excellent
relationship with Jesus.
He emphasized the need
for the respect of people
in authority."
Matthew’s least
favorite part was attending so many churches.

The reason he
didn’t like attending so
many churches is because he would rather
stay in one place. The
one thing that was boring
for him was being on the
road for 10 hours a day

for multiple days.
“I am thankful to
be back from this trip,
and thankful that the
Lord has blessed her
family with such a great
support system,” said
Mrs. Timblin .

Page 8

Issue I, Volume III

First Spirit Day: Clash
By Yubiah Alcaraz

Spirit Day is a
very fun way to show
your school spirit! Mrs.
Osterbaan is in charge of
coming up with a theme
and a challenge for each
spirit day. She usually
gets input and ideas
from the student body.
All spirit days are going
to be the last Friday of
the month. There will
not be a spirit day in December nor May because
there are too many
events going on during
those months.
The first one was
on the 26th of August.
The theme day was
clash
(mismatched
clothes and accessories)
and there was a contest
on how many bubbles
they can blow in one
minute!
The winners of
the clothing contest and
the gum challenge were
Myra, Mariella, Kristina,
and Tyler which was
Team Justice. The silver
sharpie team won second place which includes: Armani, Noah,
Bella,
Tyler,
and
Yvonne.
Many
people
were dressed very interesting that day! Sam
wore gloves on his feet,
shoes on his hands, and
a backwards shirt.
Kristal wore a

really nice top that was
lace and a skirt with leggings.
Some of the past
challenges were a balloon stomp, donut eating
contest, water balloon
toss, popcorn eating
contest, and the famous
annual pie eating contest.
Some of the
challenges will be repeated from last year, in
addition to some new
ones that will be taking
place.
Some of the spirit day themes from last
year were: super heroes,
crazy hair day, pajama
day, Hawaiian day,
sharpie/colors day, and
sports team day,
The reason why
FCA has spirit Day is in
efforts to build school
spirit. Students are here
to learn, but should have
fun while doing so. This
is also a time that many
good memories are created! It’s best to be present at school because
you are going to miss
out a lot of fun and helping out your team.
Tyler said, “It
was a great bonding moment,” in reference to
working with his teammates to win the coveted
Spirit Day 1st place ribbon award.

Bring in Those Box Tops!
By Brianna LaRoque

Last year, FCA
began collecting Box
Tops to help with funding. In April 2015, the
school received its first
check.
The
money
brought in last year was
$122.10, and with this
being the second year
utilizing the program,
administration hopes for
an even better turnout.
The Box Tops
fundraiser is an ongoing
one for the school. Believe it or not, this program helps FCA a lot.
Even though each Box
Top is only worth ten
cents, they all add up.
The best part is
that it doesn’t cost a
thing! Box Tops come
on many products that
most parents already
purchase
regularly
throughout the year.
Some of these
include cereal, granola
bars, fruit snacks, and

many other items most
students frequently consume.
After cutting out
the box tops, you can
bring them in to school
and place them in the
Box Tops box that is in
front of the office (right
underneath the white
information board).
All the money
raised isn't for anything
specific, but goes towards the daily functionality of the school and
buying supplies. Checks
are sent to the school in
December and April, so
try to bring in as many
Box Tops as you can by
the end of November!
Ms. Lucy stated,
“Faith Christian Academy benefits greatly from
the Box Tops donated
by families and friends.
It is one of the easiest
and most affordable
fundraisers we have.”
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